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ABSTRACT 

This document consists for all 44 issues of this 
brief newsletter issued from its inception September 1, 1991 through 
its final issue, January 11, 1993. This newsletter provides 
information and support to groups in the AMERICA 2000 program (i.e., 
a program in which local groups encourage the adoption of the six 
National Education Goals, develop a community-wide strategy to meet 
the goals, design a report card to measure progress, and plan for and 
support a New American School in the community) . Typical topics 
addressed include: (1) upcoming and past satellite town meetings 
focused on specific goals or issues; (2) upcoming and past workshops; 
(3) corporate participation; (4) activities of local groups; (5) 
award-winning schools; (6) relevant proposed legislation; (7) the New 
American Schools Development Corporation design teams; and (8) the 
role of libraries. (KRN) 
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NUMBER 1, WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 1, 1991 



DEr ARTME^^T OF EDUCATION 



AMERICA 2000 is 
on the move... 



There are a thousand good ways to 
become a part of AMERICA 2000. Our 
nation's greatness is based on the simple 
fact that not only is every individual 
different, but every state and every 
community in America is different too. 
The AMERICA 2000 framework 
recognizes that what your community 
wants to be, and how you get there, is 
totally up to you and yoar neighbors. 

The President has challenged every 
neighborhood* town and city in the nation 
to become an AMERICA 2000 commu- 
nity by adopting the six National Educa- 
tion Goals; developing a community- 
wide strategy to achieve them; designing 
a report card to measure results; and 
planning and supporting a **break the 
mold** New American Schod. 

Together, we can meet the ambitious 
goals the Presid^*.nt and the nation's 
governors have : for us. It will happen 
one community at a time, one AMERICA 
2000 Community at a time. 

Lamar Alexander 
Secretary of Education 



ERLO 



AMERICA 2000 Hotline 

We're ready to help* More than 
2^00 people called last week for 
information at>out 
AMERICA 2000. 

1-8«0^SA-IJEARN 



States sign on to education strategy; 
President Bush addresses nation 



This week Maine, 
Maryland, Nebraska 
and the city of 
Omaha will join : 
AMERICA 2000. 



This week Maine, Maryland^ Nebraska and 
the city of Omaha will join AMERICA 
2000. /Jso, President 

Bush gave a "State of 

American Education*" 
speech September 3 in 
Maine, where he 
launched MAINE 2000 
with Gov. John 
McKeman(R). 

**Momcnt*jm is 

building," said Michael 

Jackson, the head of ^^^^^^^^ 
AMERICA 2000 at the U.S. Department 
of Education. **We are here to help all 
communities as they plan their own eflBorts 
and fmd their own ways of transfonning 
their schools " 

On August 22, Oregon joined Colorado 
as one of the first states to accept the 
AMERICA 2000 challenge to transform its 
schools, community by community. 

''Oregon is ready to make dramatic 



changes....to meet the state's ambitious 
benchmark for our schools and our 

students,** said Oregon 
=' " Governor Barbara 
Roberts (D). 

Education Secretary 
Lamar Alexander 
lauded Oregon's leader 
for taking '1x)ld 
bipartisan action** to 
help each community 

achieve the National 

— Education Goals. 
"Oregon 2000 is the way for Oregon to 
help itself over the next several yeais move 
toward the National Education Coals, but 
to do it Oregon's way,** Alexander said. 

Other recent AMERICA 2000 activities 
are: 

▲ TULSA 2000 was launched August 23. 
Sen. Don Nickels (R), Mayor Roger 
Randle (see Staus^ on reverse.) 



Public strongly supports AMERICA 2000 



By overwhelming margins, the American 
public supports the six National Education 
Goals and virtually every sspeci of 
AMERICA 2000, a new national survey 
shows* 

According to the 199 1 Galliqj/Phi Delta 
Kappa poll, which is recognized as the 
most comprehensive survey of American 
aoitudes on education issues, the public is 
solidly behind the Bush administration 
strategy. 
Among the poll's major findings: 
Accountability— By a margin of better 
than 3 to 1, the public favors "report ^ 
cards** showing how much progress ^ 



schools are making in reaching the 
National Education Goals, 
(see Support, on reverse*) 

How important is each factor to 

the iiati&risMure?:;^^^ 



Best cilucaHDiial n> sK'ni <SSVf ,^ 



Mosi oIlKicni imluslry 








SiroMLiCNl miliMr\ 47' , 



Notes... 

▲ The Presideait will join Education Secretary Alexander and the nation*s governors 
on Septembea- 4 for the first AMERICA 2000 Dafly Conference CalL Each day 
Secretary Alexander will listen in as Governors and other AMERICA 2000 leaders 
report progress toward the National Education Goals. 

▲ MARYLAND 2000 will be launched on Sq)tenibar 5 by GovcmcM- Donald 
Schaefer (D) and legislative leaders, with the help of the First Lady, four cabinet 
secretaries, and Deputy Secretary of Education David Keams, On the same day. 
Secretary Alexander and five other cabinet secretaries will join Governor Ben 
Ndson(D), education and business leaders to kick off NEBRASKA 2000 and 
OMAHA 2000, 

▲ A recent USA Today poll found that 28 out of 37 governors suppcHt the 
AMERICA 2000 strategy and think it will work 

and Quotes: 

A OREGON 2000 is ^'intended to get peq)le thinking differently befcwe we ^nd 
money " says Oregon Governor Barbara Roberts(D). 

▲ The Memphis Commercial Appeal writes that being a part of AMERICA 2000 
"wiU be much more than a 'feather in the cap.' It will be a chance to do something 
concrete about reform instead of just talking about iL" 

▲ Ted Marchesc in Change: "AMERICA 2000 could be education's chance for a 
breakthrough." 



Support continued 

American Achievement Tests — 77 
percent of the i^eoplc favor national tests to 
measure academic achhvement 

Choice of Schools — By nearly a 2 to 1 
margin^ Americans favOT allowing 
students and parents to choose wliich 
public schools the smdents attend 

Rewarding teachers— 69 percent of the 
public favor rewarding particularly 
effective teachers. 

Extending the school year and the 
school day — ^For the first time» the poll 
found that a majority of Americans — 5 1 
percent — favor extending the school year. 
The public is ^lit on whether to lengthen 
the school day. FOTty-eight percent of the 
people oppose the idea while 46 percent 
are in favw of it 



States continued 

and Secretary Alexander attended the 
kickoff. 

A The Oklahoma City Education 
Round Table met Aug. 23 to consider 
plans for OKLAHOMA CITY 2000. 
A COLORADO 20OO Communities arc 
following up the launch of COLORADO 
2000 and the statewide teleconference by 
holding community town meetings to 
begin developing a strategy and a report 
card for measuring progress toward the 
goals. 



A LEHIGH VALLEY 2000 was 
formed August 16 by the Lehigh Valley 
Business-Education Partnership, 
A TheBrenham Education Strategy- 
Team intnxiuced .AMERICA 2000 to 
Brenham* Texas. The team plans to adopt 
the National Education Goals and create a 
New American School. 
A The New American vSchoois Devei- 
opment Corporation met August 26 and 
27 in the first of three design conferences 
to solicit input on the bidding process the 



corporation will use to select design teams. 
The teams will help communities create 
**break the mold" schools for tomorrow's 
smdents. McH^e than 500 scholars, business 
people, civic leaders and educators 
attended the first session. A second will be 
held Sept, 13 in Los Angeles. 

For more information about the design 
competition, write the coqx)ration at 1000 
Wilson Boulevard, Suite 2710, Arlington, 
Virginia 22209. 
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A Sampling of News Excerpts on AMERICA 2000 and Related Subjects 



From The Oinaha World Herald^ Sept. 5, 1991 

Cabinet Members Carry 
Praise, Pleas to Schools 




OMAHA2000 

The Omaha 2ft«« logo-. Omaha 
and the fUtc ha vc agreed to carry 
out the America 2M ptan. 



From The Lewi st on Sun- Journal, 
Sept. 4, 1991 

McKeman kicks 
off Maine 2000' 



PresidentJal Cabinet members received a 
short course in Omaha educational programs 
Thursday as locai and federal authorities 
launched efTorts to achieve President Bush's 
education goals. 

Education Secretary Lamar Alexander and 
four Cabinet colleagues spent the morning vis- 
itlnginnovatlveeducatJon programs in Omaha, 
a dty touted by Bush as a model for others. 

"WeVe impressed with what you're doing," 
Alexander told Gov. Nelson and Mayor Mor- 
gan. 

The Cabinet secretaries watched and par- 
ticipated In various Innovative programs 



around the dty. 

Transportation Secretary Samuel Skinner 
attended classes In engineering and technology 
at North High School. 

Labor Secretary Lynn Martin Joined stu- 
dents at Metropolitan Community College's 
Fort Omaha campus for discussions on Job 
Interviewing and the working world. 

Housing and Urban Development SecreUry 
Jack Kemp examined the educational efforts of 
South Side Terrace public housing. 

Agriculture Secretary Edward Madigan 
taught a class at Sacred Heart Catholic School. 



From The Washington Post Sept. 6, 1991 



In Mkuni Beach, an experiment 
with the classroom atmo^here 



lOAlO BEACRp Fte. — At Sooth Potnte Elemen- 
tary SchooU the deeks art never aligned in neat 
rows. No dasfroom ia completely willed off* AU 
daairooms have a television aet, obmpnter, tele> 
pooae and a rocking chair in the reeding comer. 

Each amdent at SonthPointe will be aerigned to 
one of four "'commnnitiea,'* a achool within the 
mhool, and ipend all of his or her elementary 
years there* *^e want to have an atmosphere like 
^ aaid Beth RoeenthaU a thlrd«rade 



From Th« Kishlngton ;imca Sept 6, 1991 

First lady 
delights 
a school 
audience 

EUJCOTT CrrV — The Buth and 
Schwrfer adminlitratioQt tent two of 
their biggett guru — the first lady 
and tiic gowrnor to a Howard 
County elementary ichool yesterday 

heap praiaea on new educatioo ini- 
tiittvts. 

Mn. Bush, ttie governor and a 
boat of Cabinet-level ofllcials visited 
Qlicott City to praiae Maryland's 
education program, an outgrowth of 
the presklent% America 2000 ptan. 

l^r. Schacfer took hia ScbooU for 
SucceMpropoaala and adapted them 
ibr the America 2000 pn«ram, win- 
ning tbe praiae of the Boah adminia- 
tration. The Jk ryland program in- 
clude! iacrcaaing parental 
involvement and making achooU 
mora accountable by giving ihcm 
periodic report carda. 



Soath Fointe opens here today under Joint 
MBafeaent of the Dade County School Board 
and Bdttcatlon Altematlvea Inc, a forprofit ccm- 
Miy haaed in llinnaeola. But tbe pertnershlp, 
Mtoved to be a flnt in ptiblle 
edicalloD, la Ml the only radi* 
cal experiment in tbe daasroom 
O tbe 1991^ achool year be* 



Umdy of the reforms at wor^ 
in American schools are on a 
smaller scale than in the past: 
Educatora have shifted from 
trying to change tbe system to 
changing acbot^ one at a time. 

nrasident Bnah baa incorporated the scbool-by- 
school approach into his edncatlon plan, which 
aeaks boaineea sttpport to design IS model acbopla 
aaiuble for tbe next eentnry. A separate compo- 
nent of tbe plan, announced in April, p ropoeea 
more Immediate federal funding of more than S35 
cxlaiing acboola that woold become models. 

IB ooe recent atgn of the growing popolarlty of 
expfftSMotal achiola, more than SOft edncators, 
cooaaltaata and boslneas repreeentttivea Irt- 
tended a conference in Arlington, Vc, last week 
for tnf ormatloa en designing acboola for tbe next 
century. Becauae of tbe Inteceat, two more confer- 
ences are planned.. 

4 



LEWISTON — Maine joined 
Colorado Monday as a model for 
a new national effort to remake 
how American children arc edu- 
cated by the surt of the next 
century as Gov. John R. 
McKcman ushered in the Maine 
2000 program. 

After Presidcni George Bush 
urged Lcwision High School stu- 
dents to set higher goals and called 
for parenti to become more in> 
volved in education, McKeman 
said the Maine 2000program will 
unite "sometimes disjointed ef- 
forts" to provide the quality edu- 
cation needed for Maine and the 
nation to compete in world mar- 
kets. 

McKeman, along with U.S. 
Education Secretary Lamar Al- 
exander and Maine education 
leaden, met with reporters in the 
high school following the 
president's speech to call atten- 
tion to Maine 2000, an offshoot 
of Bush's new national program, 
America 2000. 

But McKeman and Maine 
Education Commissioner Eve 
Bither said they hope such 
changes can be implemented at 
**minimal" cost 

Bither said state reforms 
adopted in 1 984 were a first step, 
and the Maine 2000 program re- 
flects a "more sophisticated ef- 
fort" to continue improving edu- 
cation. 

As of Aug. 30, the sute had 
designated 18 school systems as 
Maine 2000 communities/ 
schools. They include Lcwiston, 
School Administrative District 
#36 in Livermorc Falls and SAD 
15 in Gray. 

These systems have created 
teams to coordinate efforts to 
improve their curriculum, 
adopted the six national goals set 
by Bush in his America 200O 
strategy and began designadng 
strategies to mee; those goals. 



AMERICA 



News Excerpts, continued 



From Parade Magazine, Sunday, Aug. 25, 1991 

Wmt Can You Do In yopr commdity? 

Hm are some su£sesiioi» fnMn Secretey of Edi^^ 

1 



START WITH YOUR OWN CHIU)REN. Have you spent 15 minutes in a conversation 
with your child today (the national average)? Read to the child? Discussed nsht 
and wrong and reSgxw?PaMtocethei?Coneson)cwhif«top4her?l^^ 
Checked on honieworfc? School attendam? Monitored {and Qnutad) TV watching? 

FIND OUT HOW CHILDREN— ESPECUUY YOURS— ARE GROWING UP TODAY. 
Go sit in the back of a dasimin, qoiilty, for three hours (ask pemdsskM first, of 
course). Visit the juvenile fudge, the hospital neonatal ears center, the poiioe statkin. 
Watch six hours of cable television in one d^r, in- 
cluding MTV. Visit your chiU's teacheis, asl then 
compare notes. 



2, 



a 



ASK YOUR SCHOOL PRINCIPAL THESE QUES- 
T10NS: Is this school drug-free? Violence- 
free? What are your goals? Your academic stuid- 
ards? Do you have a report card that measures 
to world-class standards how well my chikl is 
learning English, math, science, history, geog- 
raphy? How are the social needs of the chidren 
met so they do not become a banicr tc iaprov- 
irtg academk: achievement? 



4. 



5, 




Parents shouU be free to choose 
their chlU's scfaoot, says Ataxander. 



ASK YOUR LOCAL SCHOOL BOARD: Do I have 
a choice of schools? Is ray school open from 
6 a jn. to 6 p.m. and in the summer for those 
who vvant it? Have you adopted the Natkml Educatkm Goals (see page 7} for this com- 
munity's schools? What are you doing abort hnplementing these goals? How can I help? 

HELP YOUR COMMUNHY. Accept President B^jsh's challenge to make your school 
> district an America 2000 Community, whk:h means: 1) Adopt the National Educa- 
tion Goals. 2) Develop a community-based strategy to meet those goals. 3) Devetop a 
report card to measure progress towatd those goals. 4) Create at least one of the New 
GeneratMn of American Schools. For mote on how to do this, call l-SOO-872-5327 (in 
Washington, D.C.^ call 401-2000). 



From the Tulsa World, August 24, 1991 

Tulsa Named 
America 
2000 City 

Tulsa became the second America 2000 city in the 
nation Friday duoring a visitby U.S . Education Sccrciaiy 
Lamar Alexander. 

Jim Barnes, chief executive of Mapco, and Dave 
Hentschel chief execuriveof Occidental Petroleum and 
Gas Corp., will head Tulsa 2000, 

While in Tulsa, Alexander talked to parents and 
studentsatiheStudcntTrainingandRcentryCcnter, r 
Star Center, at Tulsa Vo-Tech\s F>einley Campus. 

Tt¥2 program includes a nine-week program lor 
dropouts that gives the former students training and 
counseling to get them back in school or in the work 
place, said Director Leslie Hale. 

StarCenterpTO grams are among several arcapk ojccis 
credited with lowering the Tulsa area dropout rate, said 
U.S. Senator Don Nickles. He noted the number of 
dropouLS in Tulsa County fell more than 40 percent 
last year. 

Frcxn Ibe Tennessear^, August 30, 1991 

Stars, students say 
dropouts off key 

Country stars, government officials and students cclcbmicd 
yesterday ihedcixitof Let' sOpenUpOurHearts.SLVQcordmg 
whose proceeds will benefit many students in the United 
States, but not in Tennessee. 

Mof )cy from the sale of the video or recording will go to the 
Cities In Schools program, the largest non-profit oi^nizarion 
in the naticxi devoted to pieventing students from dropping 
ouL The program, which includes 30,000 students, is not yet 
used by school systems in Tennessee. 

"I wastiredofjKople talking about what we had to do, but 
nobody was doing iC says Hoss Bums, the WSD( disc jockey 
who founded project HOSS (Help Our Schools Survive). 

He got music industry friends together and they donated 
time, talent and equipment to make the record, which includes 
sok)S by Garth Brooks, K .T. Oslin, George Jones, Lee Green- 
wood and many others. 
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VS. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 



AMERICA 2000 
NEWS IN BRIEF... 

President to Address Studonts 

On October t, President Bush will 
speak to ttie natioh 's school chil- 
dren about the six National Educa- 
tion Goals. The address will t)e 
televised live nationally by CNN 
and PBS and broadcast by Mutual 
Broadcasting and NBC Radio at 
12:10 p.m. EDT from Alice Deal 
Junior High School in Washington, 
D.C. The nation's school principals 
have been notified of the address 
and are urged to broadcast it via 
television or through the school's 
public address system. 

The nation's governors have been 
invited to follow the President's 
broadcast with one of their own. 

First Ladv and AMERICA 2000 

During the past two weeks, First 
Lady Barbara Bush has participated 
in three AMERICA 2000 activities— 
the kickoff of MAINE 2000 on 
Septembers, the launch of MARY- 
LAND 2000 on September 5 and an 
AMERICA 2000 daily conference 
call on September 11. During the 
call, she asked Dr. James Comer of 
Yale University how he is able to 
gain the support of families who 
belong to the Comer Schools- 
more than 150 model schools that 
focus on the devetopmental needs 
of low-achieving children. Comer 
said, 'V/e created a governance 
and management team that brought 
parents, teachers, and administra- 
tion all together." Comer added that 
they planned a comprehensive 
school plan for that entire year, and, 
in woridng together, devetoped a 
stake in it. 



Ill 



AMERICAN 

Community by Community 



A Conveisation with AMERICA 2000 Commimity Leaders 



On Tuesday, September 10, several 
AMERICA 2000 commmity leaders from 
Tennessee, Nebraska and Colorado, spent 
a day in Washington as participants in the 
shooting of a new Department videotape 
on how to organize AMERICA 2000 
communities. 

During a break in the shooting. Bill 
Gibbons, Nancy Bogatin and Allan Wade 
(MEMPHIS 2000); Connie Spellman and 
Thomas Harvey (OMAHA 2000); and 
Cathie Zarlingo (COLORADO 2000) 
joined U.S. Secretary of Education Lamar 
Alexander and other Department officials 
in a lunchtime discussion about organizing 
AMERICA 2000 Communities, 

Following are excerpts from discus- 
sions during the day*s acdvities: 

On Getting Started^.. 
Cathie Zarlingo: Our directive in 
Colorado came firom Gov. Roy Romer, 
who was chairman of the governors' panel 
on education. We decided this was a 
worthwhile opportunity for communities 
from the grassroots on up to look at the 
educational goals to adapt them the best 
way that they could for each community. 
We pulled together religious leaders, the 
hispanic community, the black community 
— everyone we could — into a steering 
committee. Our focus was goal by goal. 
Wc came up with a list of people who 
could impact each goal. Wc came up with 
about three hundred people to go into the 
governor's teleconference that he held this 
summer. And through that teleconference 
we asked people to step forward and help 
on these goals. So our impetus came from 



the top down — through the govOTW — 
but it is now also coming up from the 
grassroots movement It's going up and 
mushrooming. 

Bill Gibbons: (In Memphis) we're 
planning a conference to be held in 
October — the first of three community- 
wide meetings. We hope to come up with a 
final strategy within a year. 
Ccmnie Spellman: Omaha is riding high 
from our recent kickoff. People have 
called from all over the community saying, 
**We want to be involved. How can we be 
involved?- Our steering committee — a 
cross section of the community — has 
already decided that the challenge is to 
keep the momentum going, to harness the 



^*We think the most 
important thing 
about becoming an 
AMERICA 2000 
community is that it's 
an evolving process. 



energy that's been created We've found 
that we've been doing some things well in 
the community, and there are other things 
we'll have to focus on in larger discussions 
— forums — to think through. I just 
spoke to tive Nebraska Chamber of 
Commerce to tell how Omaha became first 
in Nebraska to join AMERICA 2000 and 
how it can spread across the state. 
SteCommunityfPageS 
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NEWS IN BRIEF, continued 



AMERICA 2000 Conference Call 
The AMERICA 2000 five minute 
daily conference call, launctied on 
September 4, is off and mnning. 
The calls take place at 11:55 a.m., 
EOT each weekday. To listen in, 
call (202) 736-2300. 

Cabinet Members Help Launch 
NEBRASKA and OMAHA 2000 

On September 5, Secretary 
Alexander and four other members 
of the President's cabinet joined 
Gov. Benjamin Nelson, Mayor P.J. 
Morgan and a bipartisan coalitk)n of 
Nebraska civic leaders in launching 
NEBRASKA and OMAHA 2000. The 
five cabinet members participating 
in the event were Secretary of 
Housing and Urban Development 
Jack Kemp; Secretary of Agricul- 
tare Edward Madigan; Secretary of 
Labor Lynn Martin; and Secretary of 
Transportation Samuel Skinner. 

Second Design Conference Held 

On September 13, six hundred 
people met in Los Angeles for the 
second of three conferences to 
discuss the New American Schools 
design process. The first conference 
was hekj August 26-27 in Arlington, 
Virginia. 

On August 26, PBS sponsored a 
live interactive videoconference in 
more than 32jcfties. Participants 
discussed the involvement of the 
New American Schools Develop- 
ment Corporation in AMERICA 
2000. 

Governor Launches AMERICAN 
SAMOA 2000 KICkoff 

During an August 30 ceremony 
announcing AMERICAN SAMOA 
2000, Governor Peter Coleman said 
that to improve education "each 
individual, every organization and 
every community must join in 
making education American 



Samoa's number one priority. " The 
Governor urged every community to 
accept the President's four part 
challenge and become AMERICA 
2000 Communities. 

Grant Announced for World Class 
Science Standards 

During the AMERICA 2000 confer- 
ence call, Septemt>er 16, Lamar 
Alexander announced a $500,000 
grant to establish worki class stan- 
dards in science education. The 
grant will go to the Nattonal Re- 
search Council of the Nattonal 
Academy of Sciences and the 
National Academy of Engineering. 
According to Secretary Alexander, 
the grant **will bring together the 
nation's leading science organiza- 
tions and distinguished educators to 
develop new standards and assess- 
ment approaches in science for 
grades kindergarten through 12. " 
Similar standards are being set for 
math by the Natonal Council of 
Teachers of Mathematics. 

MINNESOTA 2000 Begins 

Secretary Alexarxier joined Gover- 
nor Ame Carlson for the ktokoff of 
MINNESOTA 2000 on September 12. 
In a speech during the event. Gover- 
nor Carlson said, 7f 's absolutely 
essential that we give our chikJren 
every single opportunity we can for 
educational success. " During his visit, 
Alexander toured New Vistas School, 
developed in partnership with 
Honeywell, Inc., and munk:ipaland 
community agencies. The school 
provides pregnant teens and teenage 
mothers with academic coursework, 
parenting training, day care and 
health sen/ices. 

DEL A WARE 2000 Launched 

Nearly 700 people attended kickoff 
ceremonies for DELAWARE 2000. 
During the kickoff, Delaware Gover- 



nor Michael Castle saki that DELA- 
WARE 2000 calls on every person in 
Delaware to help ensure that '"chil- 
dren receive an educatk>n that works 
for them and that will In turn altow 
them to successfully work in a very 
competitive and demanding world. " A 
DELA WARE 2000 rally was held at 
William Henry Mkidle School. The 
school, whk^h emptoys a team 
approach to instructk)n, has attracted 
substantial support from local busi- 
nesses. 

COLORADO 2000 MovlnQ Ahead 

During a recent meeting of the 
COLORADO 2000 COMMUNITIES 
CONGRESS, approximately 1200 
people came to Denver to establish 
criteria that woukJ designate a 
qualifying community as a COLO- 
RADO 2000 COMMUNITY. The 
Congress also gained more support 
for the adoptton of the goals by as 
many businesses, agencies and 
organizations as possible. Governor 
Roy Romer saki that the next stage 
would be to erKourage the communi- 
ties to broaden their involvement and 
communication. 

Maryland to Issue Report Card 
Maryland is planning to issue a 
report card on November 12, whtoh 
will show the perfonnance of every 
Maryland school. MARYLAND 2000 
was launched on September 5 when 
First Lady Barbara Bush and four 
sentor Bush Administratton off totals 
joined Maryland Governor William 
Donaki Schaefer in day-tong 
activities.The four sentor Bush 
Administration offtoials were Secre- 
tary of Health and Human Servtoes 
Louis Sullivan: Secretary of Energy 
James V/atkins; Administrator of the 
Environmental Protectton Agency 
William Reilly; and Deputy Secretary 
of Education David Kearns. 



AMERICA 2000 Hotline 

We're ready to help. As of September 17, the hotline has received 22,773 calls 
requesting information about AMERICA 2000. 
1-800-USA-LEARN 
In D.C. Metropolitan Area 
(202)401-2000 
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America 2000 Community by 
Community, continued 
Thomas Harvey: What we've done in 
North High School (Omaha) for now is 
to take inveniOTy of things we've done in 
the past that work and plug them in. And 
at th^ same time, we're putting a new 
focus on outcomes and a timeline for 
what we want to achieve by the year 
2000— five months from now. We've put 
together a school improvement plan that 
will help us do well in a number of 
places. As for a report card^ North High 
School's and the district's repOTt cards 
will be outcome based. 



^^As communities 
make progress, we 
need to share infor- 
mation with other 
communities/' 



On Getting Help, . • 

Nancy Bogatin: As communities make 
progress, we need to share information 
with other communities. We need to get 
on a network as soon as possible. It 
would give some cohesion to all of the 
efforts nationally. There are some things 
that stand out there that really work. And 
everyone of us will, of course, adjust 
those to local demand 
Allan Wade: One suggestion is to have 
someone be a receptor for all the various 
strategies out there — through the 
Depaitmem's staff support For example, 
when we're tackling goal one, we need to 
know about the approaches other 
communities used 
Bill Gibbons: It's impOTtant for the 
federal government to continue to give us 
good staff support Also it's important 
for federal officials simply to serve as a 
catalyst by making an appearance at a 
strategic time. 

Allan Wade: I would have ;o say the 
most important help we can receive is to 
learn about \ho types of strategies already 
in existence that are being implemented 
in communities across the country. 
Having to invent things &om the ground 
up will be time-consuming and diflicult 
Tom (Harvey), you should say something 
about the strategy you have in Omaha to 

ERLC 



increase math and science proficiency 
[Goal 4]. That kind of thing I'm 
talking about — something that he's 
actually doing that we in Memphis 
wouldn't have any idea about 
Thomas Harvey: We've said to the 



^1 don't think any- 
one can be against 
people shaping their 
own destinies. And 
that's what 
AMERICA 2000 is 
all about/' 



math teachers that math has to be 
taught from a ^xactical standpoints 
from an enthusiasm standpoint Every 
child should visit businesses and do 
things to understand why math is 
important We have business partners 
— successful people in the community 
to help show this in various areas. 
Also we're showing how math is used 
in other subjects — social studies, 
geography, environment, biology. So 
we've tried to integrate math across 
the board Whereas students had been 
leaving math after two years, we now 
expect them to continue math, because 
we have been doing things to influence 
them and excite them about the 
subject About 30 perc/.jnt used to go 
on in math after the second year, now 
that figure is over 90 percent among 
those in the program. They're staying 
in math because we have made it 
exciting — we're showing purpose for 
math. 

On Challenges Ahead. . . 
Allan Wade: I think the biggest 
resistance communities will face is 
lack of understanding about what 
AMERICA 2000 really is. What I 
emphasize is that it's a strategy and 
has broad-based public support 
People will support it once they realize 
that they can actually shape the destiny 
of the outcome if they're involved — 
but can't make a difference if they're 
not involved That message needs to 
be out front I don't think anyone can 
be against people shaping their own 
destiinies. And that's what AMERICA 



2000 is all about 

Bill Gibbons: As for costs, rig^t now 
Memphis has a $150,000 budget Most of 
that is for hiring an additional staff person, 
printing, mailing, renting facilities we need 
to use, and so on. And that's just for the 
year ahead 

Nancy Bogatin: That doesn't include 
programs — anything that needs to be 
done to help reach the goals. We're not 
talking about that now. Right now we 
need to get the process going — astrategy 
in place. We need to pull peofrfe into the 
effort, then we'll get the money. 
Connie SpeUman: I don't think the 
resources for the strategy wiU necessarily 
be new money. 

On Measuring Results* . . 
Bill Gibbons: As for measuring results, 
the way we're approaching it is from the 
ground up. We're creating a task force to 
address that specific problem. We're 
going into it without any preconceived 
notions about how to do it We could use 
some advice — some expertise — on how 
to get a handle on this. 
Connie SpeUman: We think the most 
important thing about becoming an 
AMERICA 2000 community is that it's an 
evolving process. It will take each 
individual community addressing its own 
needs. 



^'Right now we need to 
get the process going — 
a strategy in place*'^ 



Thomas Harvey: Communities need to 
assess what expertise they have within 
their community to address their needs. I 
don't think we can go beyond that today. 
Connie SpeUman: One of the things that 
we're discovering is that there are a great 
number of groups and organizations in 
Omaha that arc dealing with some of the 
challenging issues in education. So one of 
the first things we're trying to do is to 
identify and inventory who's doing what 
— and to overlay on that the national 
goals. What arc we already addressing and 
where arc the gaps? What strategies can 
we use to fill those gaps? We've found 
that there arc a great many things going on 
that arc very exciting. So how do we 
See Community, next page 
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America 2000 Community by 
Community, continued 
ccxxclinate all this? How do we work 
toward the measurement and 
accountability assessment — our ability to 
know whether we've reached the goals? 
That's where we've discovered the 
Department of Education. Also, Nebraska 
has developed high performance learning 
models. We want to get a school to 
develop a strategic plan based on the goals 
that provides objectives that they can be 
held accountable for, 
BUI Gibbons: There's an important 
distinction between developing a 
strategy and getting into programs. 
Communities need to avoid getting into 
all this stuff about programs and funding 
of programs. We need to be focusing on a 
strategy. I've been bombarded with phone 
calls from people who want to come by 
and tell me what they're doing. I say, 
''We're not going to endorse ariy specific 
program. We';^ not going to do that 
Right now, we're focusing on a strategy." 
Lamar Alexander: As far as what the 
Department can offer as support, one of 
the problems we have is that we're 
dealing with the whole country, and we 
don't have that big of a staff for support 
On the other hand, there are a lot of other 
groups who are willing to be involved 
with us — like the elementary principals, 
the Chamber of Commerce. So, it occurs 
to Hie that we might have a large team of 
people who can be like midwives, maybe, 
who can help people through this process. 
Another way to do this is to have regional 
meetings that are convenient — where 
you could come for a day and say, "We're 



Notes. • . 

▲ As of mid-Scptcmbcr, hundreds of communities have expressed interest in 
AMERICA 2000 and arc organizing steering oMnmittees to becon^ AMERICA 
2000 Communities. Several communities, such as Wfemphis and Omaha, have 
already launched AMERICA 2000 activities. Ten states or territories are already 
woridng to support AMERICA 2000 communities. They include Colorado, 
Wyoming, Oregon, American Samoa, Maine, Maryland, Nebraska, Minnesota, 
Ddaware, and Vermont If your community has a 2000 committee, join it If it 
doesn't start it 

and Quotes. . • 

▲ According to an editorial September 5, in the Garden City Telegram, Kansas: 
'The best thing the [Kansas] Legislature could do would be to declare Kansas an 
America 2000 state.*" 

▲ "If we can*t manage to substantially improve the condition of our schools in 
urban schoc' districts, I think the public will understandably look to ahcniatives," 
said Dr. Adam Uibai\ski, president of the Rochester Teachers Association. "I 
think that we are in desperate need. Radical pnoblerns indeed require radical 
solutions." 

(AMERICA 2000 Daily Conference CaU, September 18) 



at this btage" and, if nothing else, just sit 
down with other people wiK) are going 
ihrough the same thing and talk it through. 
Tm thinking there are three ways to help: 
One is through newsletters and videos. 
Two, we might get a group of our own 
Department people and others to provide a 
support system. And, three, a broader 
menu of regional meetings. I don't know 
whether people have the money to come to 
those or whether ihat would be a waste of 
time. What would you think? 
Nancy Bogatin: Travel expense and the 



time involved is too much for facc-to-face 
meetings. A cable link could be set up for 
teleconferences. 

Connie Spellman: There's all kinds of 
ways to do this. And a regional confer- 
ence that people could drive to would be 
good. I know what Tve learned today — 
talking to people — has a greater effect 

For a copy of the transcript from the 
September 10 luncheon, contact the 
AMERICA 2000 office. U.S. Department 
of Education, 400 Maryland Ave., S.W., 
Washingtons D.C. 20202-0498 
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AMER8CA 2000 
NEWS IN BRIEF... 

Governor Martin Launches NORTH 
CAROUNA 2000 

"It's time for us to redesign our 
education system for ttie next cen- 
tury/' said Gov. James G. Martin (R) 
in launching NORTH CAROLINA 
2000, September 27. Gov. Martin 
was joined by Secretary Alexander at 
ttie kickoffat ttie Governor's Business 
Awards in Education luncheon. 

"We challenge local leaders to 
develop community action teams 
dedicated to implementing school 
reform based on the specific educa- 
tional needs unique to their commu- 
nity," said Martin. "The nation's goals 
are the beginning of a process 
designed to involve every citizen in 
every community of every state in a 
national effort to give our children a 
world dass education. " 

Vermont Mounts Green Mountain 
Challenge 

On September 20, Governor 
Howard Dean (D) of Vermont an- 
nounced the Green Mountain Chal- 
lenge, Vermont's AMERICA 2000 
initiative. 

Secretary Alexander joined Gover- 
nor Dean at Champlain Valley Union 
High School for a rally to announce 
the Green Mountain Challenge, which 
is Vermont's commitment to reinvent 
its schools by emphasizing core 
subjects and measuring performance 
through assessment. "What the 
assessments do is pinpoint exactly 
where the breakdowns are,..and then 
we can adjust curricula to take 
advantage of the student's specific 
information,** said Gov. Dean in an 
AMERICA 2000 Daily Conference 
Call, September 18. 

SeeNew^, page 2 



Governors Release First Goals Report 



The nation must Lravel a long way to reach 
the six national education goals, according to 
a new report issued by the National Educa- 
tion Gc:>als Panel on September 30. The 
bip;irtisan panel is made up of sbc governors, 
four Administration of- ^^^^^^^^= 
ficials and four mem- 
bers of Congress. 

According to the re- 
port, fewer tlian one in 
five students can be 
considered competent in 
mathematics, and 
American students rank 
•'significantly behind 
their peers" in othei ad- _ 
vanccd countries in sci- 
ence. Data supporting the report found that 
U.S. students lost ground during the 1970s 
and 1980s but regained that ground by 1990. 

**We now have a baseline, and we have a 
decade-long commiunent by the President 
and 50 governors to move towards the 



"People don't want to 
spend more money for 
the status quo, they 
want reforms and 
improvements*" 

Gov. John Aahcroft 



goals," said Colorado Governor Roy 
Romer (D), outgoing chairman of the 
panel. "Our students are not worid-class, 
and we recognize it,'' said South Carolina 
Gov. Carroll A. Campbell Jr. (R), the new 
••— — chairman. Most of the 
nation *s governors also 
released reports on 
their states' sta.us in 
reaching the national 
goals. "To be truly 
world-class, wc have a 
lot of work ahead of 
us," said Missouri Gov. 
John AshCToft (R). 
^^^^^^^= "People don ' t want to 
spend nrxjie rtxjney for 
the status quo, they want reforms and 
improvements." 

The report is the first of its kind to 
measure state and national progress toward 
the goals, established by the President and 
the nation's governors in 1990. 
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What Works for Students 

During a September 27 news conference announcing National Assessmeni of Educa- 
tional Progress (NAEP) data relating to the National Goals Report, Assistant Secretary 
Diane RavUch, Office of Educational Research and Improvement, observed that 
research points to what works in the schools: 

Among some of the other things wc know from the research is that students do 
better in schocd when they do homework. Studcnu do better in school when 
there is good class woik, which involves hands-on instruction in all subject 
areas. Students do better in school when there is parental involvement; they do 
better in school when there is more time engaged in learning, which often means 
a longer school day and often means a longer school year. They certidnly do 
better in schools that are drug free and violence free. They do better when they 
have teachers who arc well trained and teachers who have the respect of the 
community. 

We know all of these things, and I think that the main message tliat I would like 
to impart is that we would make a very serious mistake if we came away from 
this news corJerence saying, "good news, we're back to where we were in 
1970." I would say, '^good news, the trend is up but there is no call for cooipla- 
ccncy here. Wc have only come back to where we were in 1970^ and in a worid 
that has changed very dramatically since 1970, wc should not be salisficd. Wc 
should be aiming to prepare our kids for the 21st century and not fcr a worid 
that wc have left bchdnd/* 



NEWS IN BRIEF, continued... 

Tips From a Blue Ribbon Recipient 

Dr. Robert Hendricks, superinten- 
dent of the Flowing Wells School 
District in Tucson, Arizona, was 'among 
representatives of 222 public and 
private secondary schools Who visited 
Washington to receive a lOGO-QI Blue 
Ribbon Schools Award, ^ptpmber25. 

Six of the seven cchools ,^ 
hiendricks' district have been r^cdg- 
nized as Blue Ribbon Schools vn his 
nine years as superintendent During 
an AMERICA 2000 Daily Conference 
Call the day of the cererti^ny, Dcouty 
Secretary David Keams^ked him 
how Tucson did it. Heriditkspaid: 
We begin with deaii^tated 
measurable goalz , ^^Mxt^sive 
training and frequer^yaJi^ion. 
We've aggressively wrjcoufaged the 
investment ofparent^,- bumess, 



the entire community^. . 
emphasi/.e, . . , rnaK^g s 
studentrj gain satisf^tion 
well done jjj; 



that 
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Public Supports National 

According to a new Harri^ 
about 65 percent of Americansi 
favor the development of flatiol 
standards in education. The poll, 
released in late September by Lbuis ^ 
Ham's and Associates, surveyed 2,44€ 
employers, college and vocational 
school educators, students, parents 
and the general public. * 

Hap'is also found that, while employ- 
ers and educators are dissatisfied with 
student performance, parents think 
their children are doing well. About 12 
percent of employers and 18 percent 
of educators consider recent high 
school graduates able to write well. 
On the other hand, 66 percent of the 
recent graduates polled and 56 
percent of their parents said students 
write wetL Similar discrepancies were 
found in mathematics achievement 

^ 

Watch For... 

INDIANA 2000, October 3 
LAS CRUCES (NM) 2000, October 7 
EL PASO 2000, October B 
WESTERN WISCONSIN 2000, 
October 14 i_ . 

GEORGIA 2000,October*j 8 
RICHMOND (VA) 2000, cfeoi36)r^2 .. 
MASSACHUSETTS 200CK>ctoberl^ 
' See New9page4ff , -J^ - 



Bush Urges Students to 'Take Control" 




- I'. 



In ai televised address to the nation's 
school children, October 1, President 
George Bush called 




^'What you do here 
will have conse- 
quences for your 
whole lives." 



on all students to 
takecontrol of their 
own education — 
challenge them- 
siclVes, demand 
discipline, and seek 
help from parents, 

friends, and the 

community. ■ 

"Everything 
comes down to you," said President Bush in 
addressing aclassroom of 8th grade students 
at Alice Deal Junior Iligh School in Wash- 
ington, D.C. 'The real world doesn*t begin 
somewhere else — and some time in the 
distant future. The real world starts right 
here. What you do here will have conse- 
quences for your whole lives.. ..Make it your 
mission to get a good education." 



During his address, the President 
observed that children from all over the 
District of Columbia 
petition to go to Deal 
Junior High "because 
parents know this school 
works." He praised the 
school* s award- winning 
''Matii Counts" team 
which took college- 
entrance exams on an 
= experimental basis last 
year. "Some of them 
scored well enough to get into college 
right now," the Pitjsident said. "YouWe 
got the brains. Now put them to work — 
certainly not for mc, but for you." 

As of Monday, September 30, at least 
12 governors had expressed interest in 
following the President's speech with one 
of their own to students in their state. 



\ AMERICA 2000 Hotline 

V We're ready to help. As of September 30, the hotline has received 
25,200 calls requesting information about 
AMERICA 2000. 



1-800-USA-LEARN 

In MttropoUUn Area 
(302) 401-2000 



On SepUmber 6, the Minnesota Educatwn Association (MEAh-ihe steu*s largest Ua£her organizaium --joined wiih the MinneMoui 
Business Partnership, the Minnesota Department of Education and Gov. Arne Carlson (R) to cosponsor MINNESOTA 2000. On SepUmber 
12, Minnesota 2000 was taunched. FoUowing is the text ofMEA President Robert E. Astrup's article in the August issue of the MEA 
ADVOCATE, ''How Can We Meet the ChaUengeV* 



MINNESOTA EDUCATION ASSOCIATION 

ADVOCATE 

How can we meet the 
challenge? 




Bob As trap, president 

COMMENTARY 



New, improved, redesigned, 
exciting, more effective — aD words 
that describe how public schools will 
look in the future. 

One thing \s certain - - our schools 
are changing. Change conxs in many 
forms. Just as the destruction of the 
Berlin Wall changed the face of 
international relations and the develop- 
ment of lasers provided new methods 
of medical treatment, our schools are 
evolving and modifying to meet the 
expectations of a global society in 
which citizens muit — for survival — 
set higher standards for themselves in 



both their work and personal lives. 

TTie schools you and I attended as 
children exist now only in our memories. 
They have been replaced by schools 
whose libraries arc media centers which 
require the most up^-to-date technological 
resources. Our arithmetic classes are 
now mathematics courses with special- 
ized curriculum problem-solving and 
critical thinking techniques. And 
today's science classes teach not only 
about plants, animals, air and water buu 
also, how we can preserve these 
resources for future generations. Our 
public schools arc at the heart of the 
nrK>si far-reaching changes occurring in 
American society today. 

President Bush's education initiative, 
America 2000, goes even further in 
outlining long-range plans at the national 
level designed to improve our nation's 
public schools. Arnerica 20OO will 
encourage flexibility in school adminis- 
tration and decision making; use 
contributions from the business commu- 
nity to fund research and development 
teams to help design **a new generation 
of Anrxjrican schools;" focus attention on 
the needs to increase adult literacy and 
job skills for all Americans; and improve 
community support to create climates 
that encourage learning and success. 

**New American Schools** is nK>re 
than a lofty concept. F^sident Bush has 
proposed to Congress that at least 535 
New American Schools — including 
one in each congressional district in the 
nation — be in place by 1996. These 
schools wiU be located in communities 
that pledge cooperation and support; 



have a system of assessment that uses a 
variety of communiiy-idcnufied 
indicators of success; and endorse the 
six national goals for education. The 
national goals, developed by the 
nation's governors and supported by the 
Minnesota Education Association and 
Lhe National Education Association, set 
standards for the year 2000 in curricu- 
lum, graduation levels, readiness for 
school, adult literacy, and safe, drug-free 
schools. Attainment of these goals is 
essential if the United States is to 
maintain its standard of living. 

But why wait for the rest of the nation 
to gel in step? Why not create **Minne- 
sou 2000" — innovative ways to 
rethink and redesign schools to provide 
education based on identified needs of 
our students and communities in which 
ihey live? 

Our schools, teachers and coinmunity 
members need to reconsider what 
schools can and should be doing. Wc 
know we must assume greater rcsponsi- 
biUiy and take an active part by becom- 
ing more involved in restructuring our 
schools. 

If the Bush Adrrdiustration proposal is 
approved, Minnesota can look forward 
to eight New American Schools. But 
there's no reason why we can't begin 
now to encourage hundreds of New 
Minnesota Schools where teams of 
teachers, students, parents, business 
leaders and community members would 
develop improvement plans for educa- 
tion. 

The students who take responsibility 
for their learning, the parents who 
support and encourage them, the 
community and business leaders who 
advocate for excellence in education and 
the teachers who modify traditional 
metliods to meet new needs are all 
essential to the creation of the new 
generation of American schools. 

Just as society groves, changes and 
adapts, so must its institutions. As this 
new school year unfolds, you may be 
asked to participate — as a parent, 
student, business or community leader, 
or educator — in new and exciting 
ventures in your community's schools. 
I urge you to take the time to get 
invdved. After all, the year 2000 is just 
around the comer. 



NEWS iN BRIEF, continued^. 

Oklahoma City Moves Toward 
AMERICA 2000 

"We are taking decisive steps 
towards becoming an AMERICA 2000 
school district and community 1" said 
Dr, Arthur Steller, superintendent of 
the Oklahoma City Public Schools, in a 
recent letter to Secretary Alexander, 

"[Oklahoma City's] Educational 
Roundtabie oven^heimi'rfgly adopted 
the educational goals, " said Steller, 
Each of our 83 individual School 
Improvements Teams — committees 
made up of community residents, 
principals, teachers, staff, business 
leaders and parents at each school — 
are expected to soon begin developing 
the detailed strategies and plans 
necessary for adopting and implement- 
ing the AMERICA 2000 goals at the 
school level. " 

TULSA 2000 was kicked off on 
August 23. 

59 Principals Honored 

On September 23, fifty-nine princi- 
pals were named as 1991 National 
Distinguished Principals. The princi- 
pals were honored at an awards 
banquet in Washington, D.C., on 
October 4, 

Sponsored jointly by the U. S. 
Department of Education and the 
National Association of Elementary 
School Principals (NAESP), the 
recipients were selected from NAESP 
affiliates in all 50 states and the District 
of Columbia and by committees 
representing private and overseas 
schools. 



Notes and Quotes... 



Help for Drug-Free Schools 

For information on how communities can fight drug use, write: Office of 
National Drug Control Policy. Executive Office of the President, Washington, 
DC 20500. For a free copy of '^Growing Up Drug Free" or "Schools Without 
Drugs," caU: 1-800-624-0100. 

Heads Up for Anaerican Education Week 

November 17-23 is American Education Week. This ycar*s theme is "Schools 
and Communities: Partners for a Strong America," which offers the opportu- 
nity to tie in AMERICA 2000 communities to education activities during tiie 
week. 

L Money's Not Enough 
"We've increased the state's (North Carolina's) funding for our puWic schools 
about 76 percent over a six-year period, and that's three times the inflation 
rate," said North Carolina Governor James Martin (R). "It was satisfying to say 
that'we*re doing better than had been done before, buL..we proved that just lo 
put a lot of money into the flow doesn't solve the problem.... We're going to 
have to find ways of holding our local school systems and local school build- 
ings accountable for getting results with that nx>ney'* (AMERICA 2000 Daily 
Conference Call, September 25). 

I Move Away from Comfortable Tradition 
Mrs. Valeric Woodruff, principal of Middletown High School in Wilmington, 
Dclawarc. where DELAWARE 2000 was launched: "We have to rethink our 
goals, we have to move away from very comfortable tradition, but I think that 
we know that in onder to meet the needs of the children who are coning to us 
today, we must change" (AMERICA 2000 Daily Conference CaU, September 
19). ' 

k Drug-Free Communities 

Dr. Herb Kleber, deputy director of tire Office of National Drug Control Policy, 
on how communities can safeguard tiieir children against drugs: "We want 
teachers to receive training in substance abuse education. We want to make 
sure that there ai^ appropriate drug education programs in schools and not just 
providing knowledge but resistance training. And finally, schools need to work 
not just in isolation, tiicy need to work with parents, with the media and with 
community leadets to do an overall corrrprehensive appn3ach." (AMERICA 
2000 Daily Conference Call, September 20). 
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AMERICA 20Q0 
NEWS IN BRIEF... 

Howi^n PoMh INDIANA 20CO 

On October s, GwrntorEvm Bayh 
(O) Bnd $up0rbiton<iMt of 

JolnBd by fJrst Lady Barbam Bush 
an<f Secretary AtoxBuidBt to (mnch 
INDIAP4A2000. 

SuperintandantEvsnshaabegma 
3arf&$ofl00tommaatirjga,jlMty 
^x>rt60!adb/that<lwamaCbJband 
^laataiaacfucatfondapwtmntio 
Oacusatha national gc>ala and 
(^^opafdck'^abh^igy. About 
500 studanfa wiU help conduct tha 

Dating an AMEFllCA2O00Daity 
Contaranca Caff, Dr. Bvar^ safd, yi/a 
tliink wait gat a doubta^wt^mny out 
ofihta. Number ona,wahopatt)at the 
pubBc win bacoma a tot mora bitar'^ 
aetadatniknowladgBabtaaiXHit 
iNDtANA 2000 and tfwi, aacondfy, 
wa tfifnk ffa democracy in actfon 
because students are rjoing to 
partidpata in town rnaattngs." 

Granta Amouncad 

On October 2, the Department 
announced $7.6 melton in grants to 
support new Academes iat Teactiars 
and Acaderr^tes for Scbool Leadam. 
The 18 state and regfonatAcadamiM 
wHI train public and prfvata scttooi 
taacti ersinittaiive core academic 
subjects, and preside programs for 
Bd\oot leaders to enhance (Mr 
affecOveness, 

Tftasa Academies are essential 
parts of me Presidents AMEfitCA 
2000 stratagy," said Secretary 
AJexandar who made the smnounca- 
mentdurkig Urn AMERICA 2000 Dalty 
ConfarencaCaM. 

See Nawa, page 2 
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What AMERICA 2000 Governors 
Are Sayii^. • • 

From Vermont's Green Mountain Ciudlenge to Nebraska 's reform from the ground up, 
most cf the nation 's ^yverrtors fuive definite ideas about wiuit needs to be done on the 
education front Following are excerpts from AMEiUCA. 2000 Daily Conference Calls last 
month, featuring governors* comments on education reform in their states. 

Maryland: It Starts in the Family 

Gov, William Donald Schaefer (D, MD): "Wc must blame ourselves for bad schools 
and not point the finger at everyone else, I think it actually starts in the family,. ..I've 
supported the (National Education) goals and I've taken two of them as my own personal 
goals — that is making schools drug-free and preparing all children for schools before &ey 
start in. And, on November 12th, we're going to issue a report card for every Maryland 
school showing performanoe." 

Minnesota: Reform is Everybody's Job 

Gov. Ame Carlson (R, MN): 'We're committed, one, to naake sure that everybody 
realizes that education is all of o^ir responsibility. Secondly, we want to decentralize our 
ejfforts, get more community involvement, more people involved in the entire process. 
And, thirdly, we create an atcMSphere of reform. The model of our program in Minnesota 
is nsally taken from an old African proverb — that it takes a whole village to educate one 
child" 

Nebraska: Reform from the Ground Up 

Governor Ben Nelson (D, NE): ''We like very much the program that recognizes that 
quality education will begin at the ground and work up rather than come from the top 
down." 

"We're expecting to take OMAHA 2000 across the state to encourage other communi- 
ties in Nebraska to participate, based on various programs that they're undertaking right 
now to improve the quality of education within their system" 

Delaware: A New Awakening 

Gov. Michael Castle (R, DE): 'We're going to issue our own plan for a new framework 
in reform for education. I have just about finished visiting all the schools in my state. 
We're going to have our national goals report later this year and our own Delaware report 
on that I see a great reawakening and enthusiasm in education in the United States. Wc 
are capturing that interest in Delaware. Community involvement is vitally important. You 
only spend so much time in the schools, and we must pay attention to what's happening in 
tlie homes and in the community." 

Colorado: State-driven Reform 

Governor Roy Romer (D, CO): We have about 150 out of 170 school districts partia- 
pating from the bottom up in COLORADO 2000. We're having a state-wide convention 
of all of these folks. So we've not only been to the field, we're coming back now to a 
fititcwide conference saying, "Here's what we think ought to be done in our own commu- 



nities." 



COPVfllfAILME 



Nsmmmm 

coriWiued • 

ftif^f^i ^mco^^^^inii^i^ 

BPmso myqt wmm 7»wy was 
joined by Sea^0tmy Afe^^ 
kk^kingotfBL PAmimon 

and businosslBaders amoanced 

In Oscimlng EL PASO iCXlO 
during me AMERICA 2000 DaUy 
Con^ence CaS theswne d^/r Dr. 
Diem NataBdo, proafdertt of the 
Uruversity ofTexasatBPaao, 
commuted onma:^ thstunh^si- 
tieecanpfay: 



Vennont: Green Mountain Challenge 

Gov. Howard Dean (D, VT): •*Our Commissioner of Education has done a lot of 
assessment work with portfolios and ixidividualized plans to assess, to try to measure how 
we can comply with our goals and, of ooutsc, the goals of AMFEICA 2000, as well. Hie 
exciting thing [about mcasurement^asscssment] is that we will be able to not only see that 
we have problems — because we all know that the schools do have problems — but we're 
going to be able to tell exactly what we need to do to fix those problems by looking at the 
assessments." 

North Carolina: Better Achievement, Performance 

Gov. James Martin (R, NC): 'We've got to get away from focusing accountabilit>' just 
on rules and regulations, restrictions and requirements — and instead ftxnis on getting 
better adiievement, better performance, better learning firom our children. That's the 
objective that counts most of all. We've increased the state's funding for our public 
schools about 76 percent over a six-year period. jVnd one of the thing? that we've foimd is 
that we proved that just to put a lot of money into the flow doesn't solve the problem." 

Maine: Keeping the Momentum Going 

Gov. John McKcman (R, ME): ''MAINE 2000 is going to be the shot in the arm that I 
think we need if we're really going to continue the momentum to meet die National 
Education Goals.. ..We intend to have Maine Education Day to discuss exactly what the 
meaning is of the results [from the first Goals Panel Report].'* 

Iowa: Building on AMERICA 2000 

Gov. Terry Branstad (R, lA): •'We're very honored to host the national forum [meeting 
of the National Education Goals Panel in Iowa, Ctetober 27-28]. We invited every gover- 
nor to send a delegation...we expect to have education leaders, governors, chief state school 
ofBceis, business leaders from the National Business Roundtable, and I think some of the 
best minds in American education, focusing on how we can indeed build this AMERICA 
2000 initiative, state by state. And we're very proud that Iowa has a good record in 
education, but we know we have a long way to go to be world class competitive." 

Alaska: Change Means Choice 

Gov. Walter Hickcl (I, AL): "Our situation in Alaska is quite difiercnt — arctic and sub- 
arctic Our distances are vast Transportation is quite limited, and so we have one school 
that's the state's only public boarding school. And, 86 percent of its sdiool students were 
minority or from rural areas....It's a boarding school that docs a lot of hands-on 
trauiing....In Alaska, there's going to be some [educational] change; there's going to be 
some choice. There's going to be a different attitude, more parent involvement, more local 
involvement..." 

(The AMERICA 2000 Daily Cor^erence Colly launched on September 4, is held at 11:55 
a,nt, EDTeacli weekday. Call (202) 736-2300 every day and learn more about how 
American education is changing, community by commumty, school by school ) 
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NEWS 8N BRIEF... 

Record Numb^n PIm AMERICA 2000 

At hast six states and throo ccmmuntios 
have said they wUI launch AMERICA 2000 
initiatives during the next tm>W9ek3, a 
record number for any tmyweek period, 
according to the Departnwnts AMERICA 
2000 office: 
States 

MASSACHUSETTS 2000, October 24 
TENNESSEE 2000, October 25 
IOWA 2000, October 27-28 
KANSAS2000, October29 
MISSOURI 2000, October 29 
ALABAMA2000,October31 
Communhies 

RICHMOND 2000, October 22 
NASHVILLE 2000,October 25 
SAN A/iTONK) 2000, October 30 

Ctovwnor Miller Klcke^tr GEORGIA 2000 

On October 18, Governor Zell Miller (D) 
launched GEORGIA 20O0, the 13th stato to 
adopt the AMERICA 2000 strategy, 

Tm committed to the National Education 
Goals and committed to achieving them in 
Georgia,' Governor Miller said. 'GEORGIA 
2000 will ¥wrk to encourage Georgia 
communities in their efforts to make the 
nationaJ goals a reality at the local level. ' 

Governor Miller was joined by Secretary 
Alexander who said 'GEORGIA 2000 is a 
bold, bi-part'san effort that wiil help the 
state of Georgia lead the way to new and 
better schools.,..' 



LOUISIANA 2000 Movem Forward 

When Gov. Buddy Roemer (R-LA) 
unveiled LOUISIANA 2000 on September 
9, he called on Louisianans to unite behind 
education reform — community by commu- 
nity. "LOUISIANA 2000 is not about me. 
Its about us, ' said Roemer. "It's about 
teamwork and rolling up our sleeves to get 
the job done together." 

One month later, the state has rolled up 
its sleeves — moving quk:kly to organize 
AMERICA 2000 communities. The day after 
See NewM, page 2 




Vermont's Vision of 
Education Reform 

Vermonfs pubUc embmce of AMERICA 2000 on September 20, buUds 
on the staU's educatiomai reform strategy, "Green Mounkdn CheOenge,'' 
which was adopUd by the staU in 1988. Central to Mtate's ttraUgy 
document is Appendix 2 , wriUen by Rick MiUs, slate comumissiomer of 
education, and his staff. Following are excerpts from the piece, which 
outlines Vermont's underlying philosophy on educational reform: 



An great ventures bcgm with a 
vision of what could be^ 

The focus in our school is on the 
student — the learner — and not the 
school The cn^phasis is o<i the learning 
instead of teaching, although teaching is 
more in^x)rtant than ever. 

Ctdldrcn move along at their own 
pacc» and what they need to Icam and to 
grow drives the school. Real failure, 
once thought all but unavoidable for 
some, is extremely rare. Thcchadrcn 
know that in every school at least one 
adult is watching out for theoL 

Every school board member, parent, 
teacher and administrator accepts the 
responsibility of seeing to it that every 
child entering kindergarten graduates 
from high school with an acceptable 
level of achievement... 

A system is in place to aid students 
who arc not progressing sadsfactorily. 
Those who in the past would have 
sin^y failed arc intercepted, at age three 
or earlier, to address leaming difficulties. 

In our schools, each student masters 
essential skills rather than simply 
learning about them. The curriculum is 
cxtraoxdinarily rich. Each child 
progresses through a carefully stnic- 
tuicd, sequential curriculum of nuth- 
cmatics, communication, literature, 
history, social science, the arts, science 
and technology, and healtk Kindergait- 
ncrs are giving book reports before they 
can read because their parents have been 
reading to thera From the earliest 
gradci, cveiyone writes. Pages of^ 



student writing arc taped to every refrig- 
erator door in towa 

Students don*t just write the answers to 
math problems. They learn to reason and 
communicate madiemadcally. Measure- 
ment and assessment of student perfor- 
mance is continuous and built into the 
instructional program 

There are no textbooks. Butinmost 
homes, and in every school room, there arc 
books everywhere. Stop a young person 
on the stncet and jammed into ski paricas 
and hip pockets are cheap editions of 
excellent books. History, novels, classics, 
poetry, drama, humor, fantasy. Everyone 
reads. 

Parents are partners. Teachers commu- 
nicate frcquentiy and directly with them 
regarding the suident's progress. They are 
involved in the school as aides, advisors, 
resource persons and decision-makers. 
Citizens own the schools and act as if they 
do. Neariy everyone votes. Most people 
in town attend an annual report day to 
discuss educational performance and to 
witness exhibitions of student woric 

School board meetings are sonraetimcs 
heated, but the discussions are about 
curriculum and how to maintain the 
conditions that teaching and learning 
demaiKi. 

The business community works closely 
with the school, providing suppcxi and 
opportunities for work-study, emjioyment 
and retraining. 

The school looks like a community 
institution — and it is, but its reach is vast 
See Vermont next page 



NEWS IN BRIEF, continued 

tt^ launch of LOUISIANA 2000, Gov. 
Roemor met with the state's school 
district superintendents to ask them k) 
take the lead in organizing LOUISIANA 
2000 community activities. Each was 
asked to appoint a LOUISIANA 2000 
advisory team, and the teams met on 
October 14 at a wort^shop on organizing 
at the community leveL Thewori^hop 
contairwd sesshns on the national 
education goals, state resource 
contacts, handling the media — and a 
special visit from one of the organizers 
of COLORADO 2000. Louisiana also 
plans to hold a statewide town meeting/ 
teleconference on December 2. 



CORRECTION 

Due to a printing error in last week's 
newsletter C^L PASO 2000 Under- 
way'), the quote attributed to Dr, Diana 
Natalhio, president of the University of 
Texas at El Paso, was omrttod. Cony 
menting on the role that univ(rrsities can 
play in AMERICA 2000, she said: -We 
are working..Ao devehp a strategy for 
theyear2001 --inourcase, towori< 
with our partners in the schools to 
devehp strong academic programs at 
the middle end high schoot hvels to 
ensure that students come k us well 
prepared. \^e see that as our responsi- 
bility as well." 
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Notes and Quotes... 

A Two <l^rsls'' In New Jersey? 

Exliibitiiig a "proWem** which more cocnmuiuties should have, Denras Town- 
ship and Unioo Township both claim to be New Jersey's "first" comraunity 
seeking AMERICA 2000 designation. In local news coverage in late Septem- 
ber, Denras did not pinpoint a specific IdckofF dale, but the town lecrkxsbip 
confirmed that the strategy was adopted by the local government and bowd of 
cducatioa Meanwhile, Union claims that it is first **Union has teen singled 
out for years as an innovative district that serves a very brood student popula- 
tion." said Union in briefing material. "Joining the AMERICA 2000 effort will 
stimulate us to capitalize on our past achievements and strive for even greater 
accomplishments.** 

▲ OMAHA 2000's Continued Commitment 

In a September 25 letter to Secretary Alexander. Bob BeU, president of the 
Greater Omaha Chamber of Comnww, wrote of the community's continuing 
commitnient to OMAHA 2000 after its September 5 kick off: 
"Although the euphoria is going, the partnership (business, education and 
govcmmenO is stronger than ever and the community is poised to roll up its 
sleeves and move forward. We are just now realijdng what a great challenge 
we have in front of us.... We arc convinced that communities of our sisse can 
make a difference where there is good strong partnership in ]^ace...." 



Vermont, continued 

It is connected to tiic much wider commu- 
nity of all educated people through the 
electronic exchange of data, video and 
other material. All students tap libraries 
firom around the nation and, increasingly 
tiie worid... 

School is no longer part-time, but a year- 
round opportunity to Icam and rcleam.... 
Sunvncr operations include remedial, 
tutorial and eraichmenx courses and 
activities, especially for younger students. 
The school day is flexible to accomnxxlate 
working students* In the evening, the 
building is filled with adult courses and 
classes to eliminate adult illiteracy. 



The teachers arc themselves students of 
a very demanding profession. Nearly half 
have achieved voluntary certification by 
the National Board for Professional 
Teaching Standards, Much of the leader- 
ship for the educational programs comes 
fixxn teachers. They work together in 
teams. The teachers and administratocs arc 
constantiy changing parts of the school, 
amplifying things that woric, dropping 
things thatdon^L 

Fantasy? Na Every element of this 
vision already exists In a school some- 
where in Vermont* But no one has put 
it all together. You can if you choose. 
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AMERICA 2000: Six Months Later 





AMERICAN 
SAMOA 



Announced 

To b« announced soon 



PUERTO 
RKX) 



Six months after the AMERICA 2000 
strategy was unveiled, at least 30 states and 
two territories have armouooed their own 
AMERICA 2000 efforts to advance the 
National Education Goals, or are (banning 
an announcement within the next few 
weeks. 

As of October 30, states and territories 
that have announced AMERICA 2000 
initiatives include: Alaska^ Colorado, 
Delaware, Georgia, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, 
Louisiana, Maine, Marylacid, Massachu- 
setts, Minnesota, Missouri, Nrf)raska, 
Nordi Carolina, Oregon, Pennsylvania* 
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Tennessee, Vermont, Wyoming, and 
American Samoa. States and territories that 
plan AMERICA 2000 announcements 
soon include: Alabama, Illinois, Michi- 
gan, Montana, New Hampshire, South 
Carolina, South Dakota, Utah, Washing- 
ton, Wisconsin and Puerto Rico. 

Based on a rough survey, most of the 
STATE 2000 efforts have several things in 
oommon. TTicy began by adopting the six 
National Education Goals and forming a 
coordinating team or steering committee. 
The teams are bipartisan and typically 
include teachers, administratois, civic 

15 ~ 



leaders, business executives, religious 
leaders, law enforcement officials, health 
care professionals, legislators, school 
board members, union leadns, parents, 
students, higher education of&cials, local 
political leaders, foundation and media 
representatives, among others. Hie teams 
are responsible for the development and 
launch of statewide crusades that focus on 
challenging every community in the state 
to work toward the National Education 
Goals. As LOCAL 2000 efforts get 
underway, noost state organizations 
See Six Months LdUer^ next page 



NEWS IN BRIEF... 

PmnBytVMtm 2000 iMunchod 

During an October 18 meeting ofttie 
Lehigti Valley Business-Education 
Partnersh ip, Governor Robert Casey (D- 
PA) announced PENNSYLVANIA 2000. 
Casey said he would co-chair a state 
coalition with a business leader to b>e 
eiected by business members ofttie 
coaimon board. 

During the meeting of about 60 
business leaders and educators, held in 
Ee^n, Pennsyivania, Casey said the 
coalition should call lor improvement and 
reform of the state's educational system, 
encourage citizens and conuvunities to 
hep Uie state reach ttie l^aticnal Educa- 
tion Goals, support partnerships to 
strengthen teaching and seek more 
federal funding for the state. 

LEHIGH VALLEY 20OO Forgss 
Ahead 

According to Secretary Lamar 
Alexander, Lehigh Valley's progress 
toward becoming an AMERICA 2000 
Community is among the most 
advanced of all AMERICA 2000 
efforts. 

7 don't know of any community 



Six Months Latery contawed 
plan to provide technical assistance and 
support; recognize communities that make 
progress toward the ^mIs; and help support 
piaos for New American Schools. 

Hundreds of individual communities, firom 
Memphis to Omaha, San Antonio to Las 
Quoes, are organizing to become 
AlVlERICA 2000 Cbmmunities. 

A complete listing of AMERICA 2000 
Communities will be included in a future 



ti)ars further along," said Alexander 
during a Lehigh Valley Business- 
Education Partnership meeting at the 
South (fountain Middle School in 
Allentown, October 21. More than 
200 local residents attended the 
meeting, including U.S. Rep. Don 
Ritten (R-Pa), a former Lehigh 
University professor, who helped kick- 
off LEHIGH VALLEY 2000 in August. 

Secretary Alexander commended 
the partnership for releasing a report 
last June with several hundred 
recommendations for local school 
reform. For example, the recommen- 
dations call for raising the mandatory 
school age from 16 to Id and using 
more technotogy in the classroom. 

RICHMOND 2000 Launched 

On October 22, a coalition of 
Richmond business, education and 
dvk: leaders launched METRO 
RICHMOND 2000 during a rally at 
Hermitage High School. 

Kick-off activities featured Mrs. 
Jeannie Baliles, chaimian of the 
Virginia Literacy Foundation and wife 
of fonrter Governor Gerald Baliles fD- 
VA), and Lewis Powell, III. Powell 
represented his father. Retired US. 



issue of the AMERICA 2000 newsletter. 
President Bush announoed AMERICA 2000 
(HI April 18. 

If your ccmmufiity is planmng to organize 
a steering committee to join AMERICA 2000, 
please send infomuiSion about your effort to 
the AMERICA 2000 Field Office, US. 
Department of Education, Rm. 4141, 400 
Maryland Ave.. SW; Washington, DC 
20202, If you have questions, please call 
(202)401-0411 



Supreme Court Justice Lewis Powell, 
Jr,, honorary chairman of the METRO 
RICHMOND 2000 Steering Commit- 
tee, who was unable to attend due to 
illness. 

NewAmericMn SchooiM Corpora- 
tion IsMUM FInmi RFP 

On October 16, the New American 
Schools Development Corporation 
(NASDC) unveiled its final request for 
proposals (RFP) seeking design 
teams to create schools that "help all 
students meet world-class standards 
in at least five core subjects, " Bids 
are due February 14. 

NASDC, a private, nonprofit 
corporation funded and run by 
American business leaders and 
others, is set up to help provide 
designs for AMERICA 2000 Commu- 
nities to use in creating their own new 
'^break-the-mold'* new Amehcan 
schools. The group plans to award a 
total of $200 millton to design teams 
that ofier the best five-year design 
and devetopment plans. 

For additional infonvation, contact 
New American Schools Devetopment 
Corporation, 1000 Wilson Blvd., Suite 
2710, Arlington, Va. 22209. 
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Geoi^a Governor Calls for Bottom-Up Reform 



^'Top-dawn simply doesn *t work " said Gov, ZeU MUler (D- 
GA) during GEORGIA 2000 kick-off activities on October 18, 
He then urged his fellow Georgians "to go homey take die 
initiative and organize local 20O0 organizations, " 

Following are excerpts of Miller's vision for the state's 
educational reform effort, as outlined during discussions with 
die media and others on the day of the kick-^fff, 

I am pleased to announce the fonnation of GEORGIA 
2000. ...i want to make it very clear that we are not going to 
conduct another study, lliafs not what this is for. We 
already have known and have common ground on many of 
die steps that we need to take tb improve education — steps 
like extending our kindergarten program to 4 year olds to 
improve the itadineaa of kids to school; like addressing the 
needs of the whole child through projects like the Family 
Connection Pioject..in Decatur. 

GEORGIA 2000 will develop and imfrfement a state-wide 
strategy to reach the National Education Goals by the year 
2000. We*ll spin off local 2000 groups all around this state 
who will adopt the state-wide strategy for implementation in 
dieir own communities. It might vary some, but largely we 
will be all working in the same direction. I want to make A 
very clcar...that this is not going to compete with the Georgia 
Business Council Partnership for Excellence in Education's 
work-...In many ways, GEORGIA 2000 will rely on it and will 
use the. foundation upon which they have already built To 
assure that we have a dose iinkage...I have named several key 
Partnership leadcis to GEORGIA 2000....We wiU work very 



From the AHanta Journal and Constitution^ October 21, 1991 

Suggestions for Schools in Georgia 

Here are some recurring suggestions made at the "Georgia 2000" 
summit for Georgia communities to consider when pk)ttir>g ways 
to reach the national education goals: 
A Student teachers should be trained In highly successful 

cutllng-edge sdwols, not simply any school that will take 

them. 

A Parents must be part of the campaign to Improve schoois — 
and educators need to employ new Ischniques for bringing 
parents In, not turning ttiem off. 

A Upgrading education will take more money — bU money 

atone won't do It The best approach is first to reform the 
system, cxwrdinate existing services and design innovative 
piana, then seek government and prtvata funding to carry out 
and expand those efforts. 
A Higher expectattons must be heW out for all students. 
A Usarning must be an active process, not one of passively 
receiving information. 
^ Technotogy offers promising opportunities and must be part of 

any education improvement plan. 
^ There are schools In Georgia and around the nation that 
already have ansv/ers to every educational challenge. Data 
about those programs need to be compiled and shared. 



closely together to meet our common goal, wiiich is improving 
education in this state. See Georg^ next page 



Massachusetts Governor Calls for Bold Steps 



On October 24, Gov, William Weld (R-MA) announced 
MASSACHUSETTS 2000, and followed widt a statewide 
plan designed to increase innovation and accountability. 
Included in die governor's plan are new standardized tests 
for students; higher certification standards for teachers; a 
statewide core curriculum; and school governance councils 
of parents, teachers and principals. Following are excerpts 
from die governor's remarks during die day 's events. 

We too want to refbcus our education effort in the 
CommonwealtL... Today, as we charge toward a new century, 
we can't forget the education of all of our citizens also has to 
advance. Improving our schools through innovation and 
accountability is crucial to the future health of this Common- 



wealth. We want to join in looking ahead in implementing the goals in 
AMERICA 2000 here in Massachusetts.... 

We need to change. Hie changes cannot be small or incrcmentah 
because too much is at risk, and time, as measured by a student's life 
in school, is short We cannot continue the present system wherein 
there is no accountability for failure* no reward tor success and no 
definition of either. We have to take bold steps to change the destiny 
of our school children, or we place their future at risk. 

To meet diese goals, we call on all 351 cities and towns to 
become AMERICA 2000 communities... .We want our communi- 
ties to embrace the program. TTirough the AMERICA 2000 
program, we will provide the framework for local communities to 

See Massachusetts next page 
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NEWS IN BRIEF... 

IOWA 2000 Announced 

During a two-day meeting of 600 of 
the natioD/s leading educators in Des 
Moines. Gov. Terry Branstad (R-IA) 
unvcilcc* IOWA 2000, a sUtewidc effort 
to achieve the National Education Goals. 
Branstad said IOWA 2000 is "results- 
based" and would shift the state-imposed 
quality control emphasis away firom 
materials and techniques used by 
teachers, to emphasize student achieve- 
ment levels. 

Branstad announced the initiative at 
I>rake University at the beginning of the 
National Education Forum, a two-day 
meeting whidi focused on state initia- 
tives to achieve the National Education 
Goals. 

NASHVILLE 2000 and 



Gina Lodge, co-chairman of NASH- 
VILUE 2000, told the participants at the 
kick-off: "We want to involve people all 
over town — parents, educators, studcntSv 
businessmen and women." 

During a press conference earlier in the 
day. Gov. McWhcrtcr and Sec Alexander 
kicked off TENNESSEE 2000. 
No More ^^Business as Usual" 

Axxording to Edward B. "Ted" Fiske, 
author and former education editor of the 
New York Times, AMERICA 2000 has 
focused national attention on two impor- 
tant things: 1) our schools are a national 
problem; and 2) we won't solve it with 
'•business as usual." Fiske spoke before a 
luncheon meeting of Education Depart- 
ment officials on October 23. 

Fiske said that tiiere were no new ideas 
in "A Nation at Risk," a report issued in 
the 1980s on the state of U.S. education 



TENNESSEE 2000 Launched 

On October 25, Sec Lamar Alexander 
joined Gov. Ned McWherter (D-TN) and 
Nashville Mayor Phil Bredcsen (D) in 
announcing NASHVILLE 2000. At least 
600 pcoirfe attended the kick off, held at 
Hume Fogg Magnet School. 



Gedrfi 'uiy continued 



Our schools are doing a lot of things 
right and our children are learning a lot 
of things, but..tfae game out there has 
changed We're demanding more in this 
global economy that we live in where we 
have to compete not just with the kids 
that come from our own state but with 
kids that are growing up in Tokyo or 
Taiwan. 

I hope Vm helping the kids and I hope 
Tm helping this nation and this state. 



wi& recommendations for diange. It was 
"just an effort to squeeze more juice out of 
the orange," saki Fiske. "But it was a 
lemon we were dealing with." Fiske said 
the nation must come up with new ideas, 
and AMERICA 2000's New American 
Schools initiative does just that 



The oartisan thing is not important to me at 
all. in &ct, education, like foreign policy, 
the more bipartisan you can make it, the 
better, I think. 

I hope that what we arc going tD get is a 
network around this state of advocates and 
people who are going to go back intD their 
communities and explain to people what 
AMERICA 2000 and GEORGIA 2000 are 
and explain these six goals and help 
explain to them how we can obtain them. 



Do you think you're entering 
uncharted waters with the launch of 
your own STATE or LOCAL 2000 
initiative? You're not. Others have 
been there before and are willing to 
help. Periodically the niewaletter will 
feature contacts for others interested in 
organizing their own AMERICA 2000 
initiativea. This week: 
A CX3L0RADO 2000; Office o< 'be 
Gov.; 136 State CapitdjRooiu 
lil; Denver, CO 80203} Attn: 
Bob Grossman. 

▲ LOUISIANA 2000; Office of the 
Gov.; Bos 94004; Baton Rouge, LA 
70804-9004; AttEu Qaudia Fowler, 

▲ NEBRASKA 2000; Depaitment of 
EducatiOTi; Box 94987; linooln, NE 
68^; Attn: Lcarame Pallesen* 

▲ MAINE 2000; DepartBoent of 
Education; State House; Stati<m 23; 
Angusta, ME 04333; Attn: Mary 
Majorowicz, 

A MINNESOTA 2000; Office of the 
Gov.; 121 State C^tol; St Paul, 
MN 55155; Attm Pedcr Urson* 



,\fassaciulseiL\, continui d 



set goals for tbcmsclvcs. To that end, Fm 
signing an Executive Order, establishing a 
MASSACHUSETTS 2000 Commission, a 
nonpartisan advocate for changes in public 
primary and secondary education. The 
Commission will advise communities and 
facilitate the implementation of reform and 
consist of a 15-member steering commit- 
tee. It will be an independent resource for 
the school committees, parents, educators 
and also acknowledge innovation, tough 
standards and, above all, improvement.,. 
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San Antonio Becomes Rrat Top 
Ten Cityto Join AMERICA 2D00 

San Antonio's CoalWon for Education 
was joined by Socnstary Ate>^nder and 
four Bush Administration officials In the 
launch of SAN ANTONIO 2000, October 
30. In doing so, San Antonio became 
the first of the nation's 1 0 largest dties to 
accept the Presidents challenge of 
meeting the National Education Goals. 

The Coalition, a partnership between 
the University of Texas at San Antonio, 
the cfty, Bexar County and the Chamber 
of Commerce, organized the SAN 
ANTONiO 2000 effort According to San 
Antonio Mayor Nelson WoW, "the 
AMERICA 2000 effort [and] the National 
Education Goals will help San Antonio 
aid its significant minority population, 
which is plagued wtth high iliiter&cy and 
poverty rates." 

During the SAN ANTONIO 2000 
Wckoff activities, local educators show- 
cased 10 San Antonto schools, ending 
with the fomiaJ kickoff at Lanier High 
School, whteh is 99 percent Hispanic. 
Joining Secretary Alexander were 
CatallnaVlllalpando, U.S. Treasurer 
Rita Esquivel, Director of the Educatk>n 
Departments Office of Bilingual Educa- 
tion and Minority Languages Affairs; 
John Rorez, Executive Director, White 
House Initiative on Educational Excel- 
lence for HIspanto Americans; and 
Margarita Colmenares, White House 
Fellow. 

"On behalf of this community, I'm 
privileged to accept the challenge of 
AMERICA 2000," said Robert Munoz. a 
senior at Lanier during the ceremony. It 
has the potential to offer new hope to 
students. Growing up in this community 
has made me realize education is the 
key to empowemnent" 

Dave Sugg, a member of the coalition 
supporting SAN ANTONIO 2000, said 
the group will try to coordinate the rrany 
local refomri efforts cun-ently undenway. 
•Well have to have task forces to woric 
on each goal," Sugg saki. "We'll be an 
umbrella for all these other activities.'' 



Kansas Legislators Launch 
Bioartisan Reform ESfort 

The Republican and Democratic leadership in the Kansas Legislature joined forces on 
Octc^ 28 to push for the creation of a state blue-ribbon education panel to review and 
oveisee state school reform proposals. One day later, the leaders participated in the launch 
of KANSAS 2000 [sec "NEWS IN BRffiF^. 

**Our goal is meaningful school reform, designed and supported in a bipartisan atmo- 
sphere," said Senate President Senator Bud Burke (R), president-elect of the National 
CdnfcitDCC of State Legislatures, and House Speaker Marvin Barkis (D) in a statement 
announcing the creation of the paocL 

^We intend for our efibrts to dovetail with the work of the governor, and with the 
KANSAS 2000 movement, which will energize grassroots reform efiforts," said Burke and 
Barkis. 

Hie two said that the panel, with "citizen leadership appointed by the governor, the 
legislature and the state board of education" would '^take the partisan politics out of school 
rcfbmi..and assmr " dace at the table for all who have a stake in the educational future of 
Kansas. 

Burke and Barkis said that the commission will help drive KANSAS 2000 and help 
determine what the goals mean for Kansas. 



St Jos^h ^nies Up'* to Education R^nn 



In another era St Josef^, Mo., gained 
6me as the place that launched the Pony 
Express- 
Today, St Joseph has garnered 
another distinctjon, biU Ais time for 
being first in Missouri to start the process 
to become an AMERICA 2000 commu- 
nity* 

It began when an education task force 
made of St Joseph's educators, 
school board menrixars, and business axid 
civic Ictdeo surveyed the community 
about its schools during a cOTimunity 
planning eff<wt Ehnring that process, a 
community resident came forward with a 
single AMERICA 2000 Strategy Book. 

•1 took it home and looked at it and 
thought, "This is the kind of plan that can 
bring our effort ail together/" said 
Marietta Singer, chairman of the St 
Joseph 2000 Education 'Rsk Force and 
principal of St Josci^'s Pershing 



Elementary School. "We found ftat 
AMERICA 2000 is tfie perfect fit for 
what we want to da** 

**AMERICA 2000 provides us with a 
structure^** Singer said *T1ke goals are 
akeady there. We couldn't develop any 
better goals than tibosc, so we decided to 
adopt thm.** 

St JoscfA's dty council andsdiool 
board recently met in a joint session and 
voted to adopt the Natkml Education 
Goals and begin planning to become an 
AMERICA 2000 community. Also, the 
St Joseph education task force has 
outiiDed key educatkm issues in St 
Joseph and determined a number of 
objectives to be achieved under each 
National Education Goal. The report is 
now being reviewed by the city. 

Thfe is part of a larger eflfort to make 
St Joseph the best it can be by the year 
2000," Singer said 
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NEWS IN BRIEF... 

Alabama Goes AMERICA 2000 

In separate launches on October 
31, Mobile, Blnnlnghan) and the 
state of Alabama annourtced 
AMERICA 2000 Initiatives. Secre- 
tary Lamar Alexander joined Gover- 
nor Guy Hunt (R) In MOBILE 2000 
and ALABAMA 2000 kickoff ceremo- 
nies at Murphy High Sctiool, Later 
In the day, the two announced 
BIRMINGHAM 2000 at the annual 
meeting of the Business Council of 
Alabama In Birmingham. 

According to Dr. Anita Buckley, 
educator advisor to the governor, the 
reform Initiatives provide "a good 
opportunity for the school systems In 
the state to take reform to the 
community level. " She was a 
featured speaker during an 
AMERICA 2000 Daily Conference 
Call two days before the Alat>ama 
kk^koffs. 

MOBILE 2000*8 ""Quiet 
Revolution" 

Accordir)g to organizers of 
MOBILE 2000, the dt/s finandai 
crisis is a major reason why every- 
one shoukJ unite behind its 
AMERICA 2000 Initiative. 

In a statement on the day of the 
kk:koff, Carolyn Akers, Junior 
League president and an organizer 
of MOBILE 2000 said that Mobile 
needs to examine resources 
throughout Mobile" and unite behind 
educatton refonn. ''[Mobile's] 



urrtortunate financial chsls...is just 
orHi more example of why all citizens 
of Mobile must unite In a 'quiet 
rf/volutbn' to involve every indivkiual 
in the community in setting the 
course for reform in our educational 
system, said Akers. 

Mobile has been facing education 
funding shortfalls, which have been 
exacerbated by proposed state 
budget cuts. 

KANSAS 2000 Announced 

About 300 people attended 
KANSAS 2000 kickoff ceremonies 
on the campus of Wkhita State 
University, Gctober 29. Among trie 
participants In the Idckoff were Lee 
Droegemueller, Kansas Commis- 
shner of Educatkyn; Gary 
Mkhaelson, chief executive officer of 
Boeing; Senate President Bud Burke 
(R), House Speaker Marvin Barkis 
(D), and Secretary Lamar Alexander. 

At the rally, Connie Hubbell, 
president of the State Board of 
Educatton, announced that 10 
communitieSf including Lawrence, 
Dodge City and Rose Hill, had 
already signed on. 
MISSOURI 2000 Launched 

On October 28, Governor John 
Ashcmft (R) launched MISSOURI 
2000. Ashcroft, who was pined by 
Secretary Alexander, announced the 
AMERICA 2000 Initiative at a kickoff 
at Ralph M. Captain Elementary 
School in Clayton, Mo. The follow- 
ing day, Ashcroft and Alexander 
traveled to Kansas City, Mo., for a 



related event at Park Hill Senior High 
School. 

The future of this state and nation 
depends on the strong commitment we 
make to provkle quality educatton to our 
young people," Ashcroft saki. "No 
longer Is our competition confined to 
community or state borders. Our 
students and workers literally are In 
competitton with the world. " 
NEBRASKA 2000: A Partnership 

About 500 education, business, and 
pdtttoal leaders In Nebraska attended a 
forum on NEBRASKA 2000, whtoh was 
launchod In September. Governor Ben 
Nelson (D) told the participants that 
hard work and Ingenuity on the local 
level — not more money from state 
government — will Improve educatton in 
tfje future. 

"School reform In the 1990s Isnt 
about more money, tonger hours or 
addittonal course work, ' Nelson said. 
"We are talking about fundamental 
change — change that requires persis- 
tence, commitment and unparalleled 
cooperatton." 

"Real change In educatton will only 
happen when we make it happen and 
when we arent looking elsewhere to 
nnake it happen," saki the governor He 
urged all communities to enact re/forms 
at the grassroots level by formulating 
their own 2000 efforts. Senator Bob 
Kerrey (D-NE) said that he hoped the 
conference would provoke people to 
actton since educatton reforms must be 
mandated on the community level. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF... 

KROGER 2000 MOVES AHEAD 

Kroger Food Stores' Atlanta 
Marketing Area has announced It Is 
recnjfting volunteers among its 
employees to sen/e as AMERICA 
2000 community coordinators. 
These people will work with k^al 
AMERICA 2000 communities 
throughout its 121 -store tocations. 
The action foltows the company's 
announcement of the launch of 
KROGER 2000 on October 21. 

'We are seeking interested 
employees who are 'people 
persons, ' active in their community 
ar)d can commit their time, when 
necessary, to Involved, " saki the 
corporatton's Fail newsletter. 

At the KROGER 2000 announce- 
menf several weeks before, Paul 
Smil i, president of Kroger Food 
Stores' Atlanta l\/larketing Area, 
said: ''In taking the AMERICA 
2000 Initiatives, ...we align our- 
selves with the six natk?nal educa- 
tion goals to enhance the quality of 
life for both our employees and 
today's children,,..The key to our 
success as a company is our 
people.,, store by store, community 
by community, just as it will be for 
AMERICA 2000 as GEORGIA 
2000 and other 2000 communities 
emerge throughout the country." 

KROGER 2000 efforts include 
Kroger's Earning for Learning, a 
program which provides free 
computers to schools, and Part- 
ners In Educatton, whtoh partners 
Kroger stores with schools. 
LAS CRUCES 2000 Makes 
Strides 

Six weeks following the LAS 
CRUCES 2000 kick<rff, the 
steering committee continues 
See New, next page 



C-SPAN Highlights AMERICA 
2000 in Month-Long Series 

Starting Monday, November 18, C-?PAN will feature AMERICA 2000 in a 
special month-long series of live, prime time programs titled "A National Discus- 
sion on Education.** 

During the first hour of the November 18 broadcast, Seaetary Alexander will 
answer call-in questions on the National Education Goals and AMERICA 2000. 
The second hour will feature at least one governor and others in a roimdtable 
discussion on education reform issues. 

Hie next three broadcasts will feature Secretary Alexander and roundtables of 
local oflBcials and citizens who are involved in STATE and LOCAL 2000 eflforts. 
They are scheduled fi>r 8 p jn. on each Monday, through December 9. 



The C-SPAN education serieji, "A National Discussion on 
Education," will be aired on the following nights: 



Moodcy, Noveiiibcf 18 
Mvmitty, Novesifoer 2S 
Mondty, Decembers 
MoBdsy, Dectwber 9 



8:00 p^ET 
8:O0pjoi.ET 
8:00 p.itt.ET 
8:00p.a.ET 



614 Chambers of Commerce Join AMERICA2( 



At least 614 local and state Chambers 
of Commerce have announced their 
commitment to AMERICA 2000. 

In a letter to President Bush on October 
16, the Chambers of Commerce an- 
nounced their decision to work for 
education reform community by commu- 
nity through the AMERICA 2000 
strategy: "We, the undersigned Chambers 
of Commerce, arc committed to the 
AMERICA 2000 strategy for education 
reform. Since we believe that quality 
education is the key to continued growth 
and prosperity for our students and our 
communities, we pledge to adopt the six 
National Education Goals and develop 
strategies for their implementation. 

Also, we promise to work with other 
concerned groups in our commxinities in 
developing "New American Schools" in 



our conununities." 

"Any successful effort should involve 
all segments of the community," said 
Robert L. Martin, Chamber vice presi- 
dent and executive director of the Center 
for Workforce Preparation and Quality 
Education. "Our businesses should play 
an important role in education because 
today's students arc the employees of 
tomorrow." 

The announcement of the Chamber's 
commitment to AMERICA 2000 
appeared in a 16-pagc education special 
report of The Business Advocate, a 
Chamber publication. The names of all 
614 local and state chambers are listed in 
the report Copies can be obtained by 
sending $2.00 to: Center for Workforce 
Preparation and Quality Education; 1615 
H Street, NW; Washington, DC; 20062. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 

to ipake strides in deveioping a 
stiategy to attain the six Nationii 
EAoatidn Goals, according to \ 
ft^^mas Gale, chairman of the^!^ r 
stf^ering committee and dean V | 
emeritus of New Mexico State^Jf^ L 
lyfiiversity. A' ^ 

^ Gale reports that the steering, 
comrhittee has been meeting wiekly^ 
since the LAS CRUCES 2000 kick- ^ 
off. The committee has been f 
dfyided Into six different. teams^^ch 
team working on one of the sixi 
goals. Each team will nnap out both 
short and long term strategies to 
accomplish the goals, and all df the 
teams will meet on November 25 to 
give their final reports. TheiXs 
CRUCES 2000 steering qommittee 
plans to follow up with small groups 
to work dosety with the Las Cnjces 
school system to Implement the 
teams' recommendattons. 

Once the recommendations have 
been reported, the steering commit- 
tee hopes to devise specific strate- 
gies, whk:h could Include asking the 
schools to volunteer time and also 
involve local groups interested in 
working with children. 



Dr. Gale points to '^vklespread 
community supporf as an integral 
factor to the success of LAS 
CRUCES 2000. 

HEADS UP... 

On Wednesday, November 13, 
Secretary Alexarxier traveled to 
Detroit, Mtohlgan, to help with the 
launch of DETROIT 2000 and 
MICHIGAN 2000. 

Secretary Alexander visited 
Johnson City, Tennessee, to help 
ktok off a regional effort, UPPER 
EAST TENNESSEE 2000, on 
Friday, November 15. Look for more 
on these events In next week's 
riewsletter. 
SOUTH CAROUNA 2000 on 
^ (November 20; WISCONSIN 2000 on 
^^ove^ber 21 ; and OHIO 2000 on 
Novefnber22. 

BROADCASTERS INITIATE 
AMERICA 2000 ACWTriES 
The National Association of 
Broadcasters (NAB) recently 
teamedMp with the Department of 
Educatton to produce a Natbnai 
Association of Broadcasters On-Air 
Initiative. The NAB card featured 
AMERICA 2000 andAiuerican 
Educatksn Week, and listed ways in 
which broadcasters can play a vital 



role In AMERICA 2000, by helping to 
organize an AMERICA 2000 commu- 
nity; promoting education reform; 
soltotting community opinion; and 
listening to the AMERICA 2000 Daily 
Conference Call. 

In the past few weeks, at least 20 
broadcasters from around the country 
have called to receive additional 
informatton about starting an 
AMERICA 2000 Initiative. Broadcast- 
ers with questkfns can call Barbara 
Gleason at the US. Department of 
Education; (202) 401-0765. 
BATON ROUGE 2000 LAUNCHED 
BATON ROUGE 2000, launched 
on November 8, becomes the latest 
LxHJlslana community to declare its 
intention to join AMERICA 2000. 
Congressman Richard Baker (R) 
joined Louisiana business and 
educatton leaders In an organizational 
meeting at the state capital to an- 
nounce BATON ROUGE 2000. 

The event included AMERICA 2000 
presentations, a vkieo explaining the 
progress of LOUISIANA 2000, ana a 
report on LOUISIANA 2000. 

Louisiana plans to hoki a statewkJe 
town meetirig/teteconference on 
December 2 to discuss and promote 
LOUISIANA 2000. 



^tte of AMERICA 2000, five state conUcts were listed a« sources for hdp for people starting their owa AMERICA 2000 

initiatives, Folkwoi^ are five niorecoDtdcts: * ^ ^ ^ r ^ 

MEMPHIS 2000; Goals for Mcmpbis; 66 Monroe; Suite 107; Memphafi, IN 38103; Attn: Barbara Jacobs. 

KANSAS 20W; Room 357 East; State Capitoh Topeka, KS 66612; Attn: Kim Waters. 

/VLABAMA 2000; 11 South Union Street; Montgomery, AL 36160; Attn: AniU Buckley. 

WONflNG2000; Office of the Govcroor, Cheyenne, WY 82002; Attn: Scott Ferris. 

L\S CRUCES 2000: 3220 Dyer Street; Laaauccs,NM 88001; Attn: Patsy Duran. 
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C-SPAN Thlks AMERICA 2000 



CaUers fxom across the couatiy last week 
contacted C-SPAN with questions and 
opinions about AMERICA 2000 and 
education rcfonn. Tbe discussions took 
place during a live broadcast fieaturing 
Secretary Lamar Alexander on November 
18 — the fiist of four shows scheduled 
every Monday at 8 p.nL, EST, through 
December 16. 

Following is a composite of the broadcast, 
which is repftsentative of AMERICA 2000 
discussions occurring in stites and commu- 
nities tbrou^ut America. 
What AMERICA 20O0 Is.^. 

In its simplest form, it's a strategy, not a 
program or a piece of federal legislation, to 
help America move itself community-by- 
community toward the six National Educa- 
tion Goals that President Bush and the 
nation's governors adopted a couple of 
years ago during the Education Summit in 
Charlottesville, Virginia. 
Why Change Is Needed^. 

Part one of AMERICA 2000, community 
by community, is just helpmg the wikole 
community understand what is going on. A 
lot of people haven't really tuned in to why 
reform is needed Ihey don't really know 
that children tcxiay have got to learn a lot 
more than 10 or ^ years ago and are 
growing up so dififcrcntly. They haven't 
thought about the £sct that our schools were 
created for another century and are really 
out of date and that we need whole new 
schools. Most parents don't realize that they 
too need to go back to school because the 
world has changed, 
(retting involved^ 

The individual can make a lot of differ- 
ence. Someone — say, from Newton, 
Kaims, who wants his hometown to be an 
AMERICA 2000 Community — needs to 
know, very simply, that NEWTON 2000 
means adopting the six Natnnal Education 
Goals, or NewtDu's version of those goals; 
developing a strategy for reaching the goals; 
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designing a report card to measure results; 
and beginning to think about creating one 
of a new generatk>n of American sdiools. 
And in Kansas, for example, you can get 
help from the governor's office or the 
commissioner of education, because 
KANSAS 2000 has kidccd off. Or, you 
may call 1-800.USA-LEARN. 
Schools Meeting Community Nttds^ 
Sometimes we say that edu^tors are 
resistant to diange — aiKl that's not 
always true. Sometimes it's those of us 
outside in the commuaiity who resist...for 
example, opening up schools and extend- 
ing the school year. Murfreesboro, 
Tennessee, for example, opened its seven 
elementary schools before 8 a.m. and after 
3 p.m About half of the 4,000 parents use 
the service, because it helps the family — 
and the children Icam, catch up, and have 
some of their needs attended to. The idea 
of AMERICA 20Go is to help parents 
understand how much change is needed in 
educatioa In order to learn the amount of 
math needed and give children a plac" to 
go, for example, schools may need to be 
open longer.... 

Teachers and AMERICA 2000^^ 

AMERICA 2000, in every stite and 
community, is trying to include all 
teachers, as well as their organizations... 
But we ought to begin with the klea that in 
the 90s we need a lot of change in our 
schools* We need to challenge the 
American FederatioQ of Teachers and the 
National Education Associatbn to be m 
the forefront of creating ne^' schools, of 
giving choke to parents, of setting high 
standards — in many cases they are... J 
hope that^ uxuons are on the steering 
committees in the communitk^ around the 
country that are starting AMERICA 2000 
mitiatives« 

Folitks and AMERICA 2000.«. 

AMERICA 2000 is bipartiun. Hiestx 
National Education Goals were adopted by 
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all the govemocs unanimously. AMERICA 
2000 is a stite-by-sbte crusade, and we 
now have 26 statca on board with STATE 
2000 initiattves. There are more Demo- 
cratic governors involved than Republi- 
cans — for example, Governor Romer of 
Colorado, Governor Nelson of Nd)mka, 
Governor Roberts of Oregon, and Gover- 
nor Miller of Georgia, ril of ttiem Demo- 
oats. Mrs. Bush went to Indiana to help 
Governor Bayh, a Democrat, kick off 
INDIANA 2000. President and Mrs. Bush 
helped Governor Romer kick off COLO- 
RADO 2000. So we're advising all of our 
steering committees to make o^in that 
everyone is involved, or you can't get 
anywhere. You've got to get past the 
partisan politics to make progress. 
Ti^ Budgets... 

Just because you've got a budget 
problem doesn't mean you don't need 
goals. In Mobile, the school system is 
about to go bankrupt for a varkty of 
SeeC-Spamy next page 



NEWS IN BRIEF... 

DETnorr 2000 AND MICHIGAN 
2000 Announced 

Secretary Alexander jokied 
Goverr}or John Engler, Larry Patrick, 
prssfdent of the Detroit School 
Board, and Dr. Deborah M. McGriff, 
Detroit Public Schools superinterh 
dent, for the simultaneo us fdc k-^ of 
MICHIGAN 2000 and DETROIT 
2000 on Noyerr)ber 13 at Cass 
Technical High SchooL Detroit 
follows San Antonio as the second 
n)ajorurt)an area to launch an 
AMERICA 2000 initiative. 

In Detroit, the prontise of a 
twenty-first century education begins 
today, ' said Patridc nVb are commit- 
ted to putthg kids first," said McGrrff. 
yve are committed to generating the 
support of the community that we 
need to guarantee the success of 
every young person in Detroit.' 

Cass High School, 94percent 
minority, is an urt)an alternative 
school for high achievers. 

"MICHIGAN 2000 is aimed a t 



X'^Span, continued 



reasons that go back over a long period of 
tiinc. And tfacykidccd off MOBILE 2000 
as a way to get out of a hole — to say 
here's where we need to be by the year 
2000, to rally the community and help 
people understand what the problems arc. 
AMOaCA 2000 and the Arts«^ 

Goal ITirce of the National Education 
Goals says that all children should learn, 
to a challenging level, at least math, 
science, English, history and geography 



making Michigan's chikken the best 
educated in our state's history, ' said 
Engler. Gov. Engler also announced 
his appointments to the MICHIGAN 
2000 Ccjmmittee, a 29-member 
advisory group consisting oftfte 
governor and education, legislative, 
busbiesj and commuruty leaders from 
the state. 

Choctaw Tribe Joins AMERICA 
2000 

The Tribal Coundi of the Choctaw 
Community arvnounced its cynmit- 
ment to the AMERICA 2000 effort by 
launching CHOCTAW 2000. Choctaw 
is a tribe of 5000 located in Philadel- 
phia, Mississippi. The steering 
committee consists of representatives 
from each of the six schools within ttie 
Choctaw community. Wlila Brantley, 
co-chak of the steering committee, 
saId,VHOCTAW2000 wHi provide the 
strategy to create a quality education 
environment for aH Choctaw chikken. 
Every segment of the tribal community 
will be involved in developing the 
strategy to prepare our children for the 



....No one ever thought that any school 
would ever include just those five subject 
areas. It doesn't mentioa foreign lan- 
guage. It doesn't mention art It doesn't 
mention music. It doesn't mention 
computers or human behavior or econom- 
ics or a whole variety of other very 
important things. Arnold Schwarzenegger 
(Chairman of the President's Physical 
Fitness Council) has pointed out it doesn't 
mention physical fitness. If I were starting 



year 2000 and beyond.' 

Choctaw becoa}es the first Amen- 
can Indian Tribe to committo the 
AMERICA 2000 effort Choctaw 
plans ITS ldci(-offln January. 
UPPER EAST TENNESSEE 2000 
Launched 

Sixteen dty and county school 
systerr^ in Northeast Tennessee 
joined forces toldckoff UPPER 
EAST TENNESSEE 2000 on 
Novemberie. Secretary Alexander 
joined Tennessee State Commis- 
sioner of Education Charles Smith, 
and Dallas Hardin, Upper East 
Tennessee Educational Cooperative 
executive director, as weH as local 
education, university, state and 
business otficialSr to launch the 
regional effort 

Each of the sbOeen communities 
have formed thek own five-member 
committee to devetop strategies to 
meet tt)e Nattonal Educatfon Goals. 

The l(kl('Off was held at East 
Tennessee State University In 
Johnson City. 



a school in Bethesda or in Tennessee, I 
would want all of that involved But what 
we're trying to do is to give a focus to 
those five academic subjects to begin with 
and then leave it to communities to 
construct a com^rfete curriculum around 
there. If I were creating a school in my 
community, I wouldn't want one that 
didn't have, as part of its curriculum, art 
and music. 
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MEMPfflS 2000 Can Provide 
Qear (Local) Education Goals 



NEWS IN BRIEF... 

;06T« CAROUNA 2000 

SOUTH CAROUNA 2000 was 
launched on November 20 with a 
state-wide toleconferenoe hosted 
by Governor Carroti Cempbelf (R) 
and Education Superintendent 
Bart^ara Nelfsm, 

Eighty-six of ffie state's 91 
school systen)s partidpated in the 
event, wtiich focused on the status 
of the sb( Nationai Education 
Goals, and ways In which South 
Carolina communities could 
achieve them. The program 
ended with a call-in question and 
answer session. 
V/iSCONSiN 2000 Launched 

Secretary Alexander fomed 
Wisconsin Governor Tommy 
Thompson (R) and Superintendent 
of Public instruction Herbert 
Grover, former president of the 
Council of Chief State School 
Officers, for me kick-off of WIS- 
CONSIN 2000 on November 21. 
The kickoff began at Bnadtord 
HtghSchod, fdkywedbya vlsitto 
Gateway Technical Cottage in 
Kenosha. 

""improying the quality of life in 
this state and the nation means we 
must ensi^ Amerk^a's schools 
produce the world's best prepared 
studerttSr" Governor Thompson 
said. In order to preserve the 
health of our economy and our 
standard of living, we must not be 
satisfied until our schools are the 
finest In the worid. That Is what 
WISCONSIN 2000 is aff about. 

President Bush parttepated in 
the launch by phoning Governor 
Thompson during the activittes. 
President Bush saki, "i hope you 
realize that through this a ction, 
Wisconsin is showing the country 
how educatkm reform cm^ begin at 
the local level. " The Preskients 
phone call was relayed by h^ud- 
speakers to an audience at 
Bradford H^h School In Kenosha. 
President Bush Attends OHIO 
2000 Launch 

President Bush was In Cohim- 
bus, Ohk), for the ktek^ffof OHIO 
2000 on November 25, The 
Pre&dentiolned Ohk? Governor 
George Votnovfoh (R) and Educa- 
tion Secretary Alexander for the 
launch, at Fort Hayes htetrcpoHtan 
Education Cerm. 
^ See NEWS, next page 
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by Bill Gi bbons 

Last summer^ Memphis became tiie 
first major U.S. city to join AMERICA 
2000, when MEMPHIS 2000 was 
launched. Following are excerpts from a 
commentary about what has happened in 
Memphis since the kick-off. The article, 
by Steering Committee Co-Chair Bill 
Gibbons, appeared in the Memphis 
Commercial Appeal on October 20. 

At the heart of the AMERICA 2000 
initiative is the President's challenge 
t0 every community to do four things: 
A Adopt specifu; ediication goals, 
including six national goals agreed 
upon by the President and all 50 
governors. 

A Adopt a clear, concise local strategy to 

achieve those goals by the year 2000. 
A Adopt a local report card as a means of 

measuring the results of the 

community's efforts. 
A Agree to create and support the 

establishment of one or more New 

American Schools.... 
On July 23, Memphis became the first 
major city in America to accept that chal- 
lenge.... MEMPHIS 2000 involves a 1-1/2 
year process. By the end of 1992, we hope 
to have accomplished all four steps.... 

The six national education goals repre- 
sent a broad framework around which all 
segments of this community ought to be 
able to unite.. ..In addition to the six na- 
tional goals, the Goals for Memphis board 
of directors has added two local goals. 
One is to reduce the deBcit in learning 
among at-risk, disadvantaged children. It 
is this dcBcit that primarily results in the 
wide discrepancy between Memphis's 
achievement test levels and those for the 
state and the nation and, ultimately, in our 
high dropout rate. The second local goal is 
to make it po6sible for parents to assume 
more responsibility for the educatiop of 



their children. As part of the MEMPfflS 
2000 effort, task forces will be acated for 
each goal. Those task forces will be re- 
sponsible for developing a specific strat- 
egy to achieve each goal by the year 
2000. Membership on each task force 
will be open to the public... 

The existence of a national strategy has 
resulted in some confusion about the 
MEMPfflS 2000 effort and its purposes. 
Its purpose is not to make the national 
strategy Memphis's strategy. At no time 
has Secretary Alexander or anyone else 
with the Department of Education ever 
even suggested that any specific aspect of 
the national education strategy be part of 
our local strategy. Consistentiy, they 
have stressed the need for us to come up 
witibi a strategy that uniquely meets the 
needs of Memphis and that reflects the 
thoughts and desires of Memphians. 

I stress that we have no plan or strategy 
at this point While many of us have our 
thoughts about what should be included, 
none of us knows what the ultimate plan 
will include or emphasize.... 

This effort will not stop with the 
adoption of a set of goals. We want to 
make sure that action is then taken by 
those who are in positions of responsibil- 
ity. That includes, of course, elected 
officials and school oCBdals. It includes 
many others as well, though, ranging 
&om businesses to parents. And we are 
determined to put into place a means by 
which this community can grade itself on 
its efforts....It will be important that this 
community report card be issued by an 
independent, objective group that will tell 
it like it is.... 

IVe tried to tell you what MEMPfflS 
2000 is. Let me tell you what it is not 
First, it is not necessarily an effort to 
spend more on education and change our 
See Memphis^ next page 
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m^/S !N BRIEF, 
continued 

ITiis is not a liberal versus 
conservative fight IVs a revolution 
against business as usual," 
President Bush said. 'We need k) 
empower teachers, not to punch 
timeclocks, not to fend off thugs 
and drug dealers, but to teach. 
And we need to give parents real 
choice." 

Governor Voinovlch said, ''Ohio 
Witt sink or swim on how we meet 
our education challenge. Thereat 
reform will come only at the (ocai 
levef. To get the job done it win 
have to be on the local level, 
classroom by classroom, " 

Whtle at Fort Hayes Metropoli- 
tan Education Center, President 
Bush observed some innovative 
education strategies, such as a 
child care center njn by the high 
school students, and a dass 
where high school students are 
talned to be medical technicians, 
'onds Up,., 

The final two OSPAN education 
specials, featuring Secretary 
Lamar Alexander, wHl be broad* 
cast at 8:00 p.m. EST on Monday. 
December 9 and Monday, Decem- 
iyene. 

Upcoming AMERICA 2000 kick- 
offs include: UTAH 2000 on 
December 10; MONTANA 2000 
on December 1 1 ; ARIZONA 2000 
on December 12; NEW HAMP- 
SHIRE 2000 on December 1 7; 
and SOUTH DAKOTA 2000 on 
December 19. 



Memphis, continued 



tax structure in ways to provide more 
funds for schools. Our mission is to 
come up witb clear goals and a dear plan 
to achieve the goals. It will be up to 
others to decide what programs to 
implement in response and to put a price 
tag on those programs.... 

Second, MEMPHIS 2000 is not an 
effort to restructure our local school 
systems. (County) Mayor (Bill) Morris 
has had a task force working on that 
MEMPHIS 2000 is focusing on what our 
education goals and plans ought to be 
regardless of the school administrative 
structure. 

Third, MEMPHIS 2000 is not just an 
effort designed to address the needs of 
the city's public schools. That's a big 
part of it; in fact the biggest part Yet, 
it's only a part MEMPHIS 2000 is 
seeking clear, community-wide education 
goals and a plan to achieve them- We 
hope private schools will be responsive as 
well as public schools. Much of the 
focus will be on children before they ever 
begin school. And we will focus as well 
on adults who are no longer fonnally in 
school but who should continue to be 
students throughout their lives. 

What distinguishes this from so many 
previous efforts that have been made in 



Memphis to improve education? I think 
there are two important distinctions. First 
we have four dear, identifiable steps and a 
timetable to accomplish them. Second, 
this is a true grassroots movement that 
encompasses businesses, labor, elected 
officials, school administrators, teachers, 
principals, parents, students and many 
other citizens concerned enough to want to 
participate. 

We believe this effort can result in a set 
of clear education goals for our entire 
community, a clear plan of actk)n to 
achieve these goals, and a dear means of 
measuring our progress on a regular basis. 

The National Education 
Goals in Brief... 

h Sdnooi Readiness 

2. Graduation Rate to 90% 

J. Proficiency in Five Core 
Subject Areas 

4. Rrst in the World in Math 
and Science 

5. Every Adult Literate and Abie 
to Compete In the Work Force 

6s Drugs and Violence Out of 
Schools 




mmcAiooo 



We're ready to help. As of December 5, the 
hotline has received 35,899 calls requesting in- 
formation about AMERICA 2000. 
1-800-USA-LEARN 
In O.C. Metropolitan Area 

(202) 401-2000 
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GxnmuiiitybyCbiiimuiiiy — 

Bush Names Education 'Toints of Light" 



NEWS IN BRIEF... 

^aU!SViLL£:^)00 Launctwd 

Secretary jVexander joined Louis- 
ville Mayor JenyAbramson, Jeffer- 
son County Pui^io Schools Supertn- 
tendent Donsdd fngwerson and hun* 
dreds of other comrmjnity feeders in 
kick-off actMUes lor LOUISVILLE 
2000, December 3, The launch took 
place at Iroquois High and MkkHe 
School. 

The issues and challenges of 
educatton betong to aff of us, " saki 
Ingwerson at the LOUISVILLE 2000 
raJty. This kicH^wUI launch a 
monumental effort to address the 
Natk)nai Educatton Gos^ and danh 
cnstrate the mandates and spirit of 
the Kerrtucky Education Reform 

Mr 

Louisville was also host to the sec- 
ond show in a series of C-SPAN 
spedais, a 'fJattonaf Discus^on on 
Educatk^n," Secretary Alexander 
and Ingwerson participated on a 
panel with DsMd Jones, chief ^ecu- 
tive officer of Humana Ina, end 
Uo^ Spence, president of the stu- 
dent body at Western High Schooi in 
LouisvUfe. The show was aired from 
Greenwood Elementary School. 
SPARTANBURG 2000 

On November 2h Spartanburg 
became the first dty in South Caro- 
lina U:) join AMERICA 2000. Deputy 
Secretary Davkl Keams joined Mike 
Kohler, chairman of SPARTAN - 
BURG 2000, and k)cai educators 
and business ieaders In announcing 
the local AMERICA 2000 Initiative. 

SOUTH CAROUNA 2000 Wc^fdd 
off on November 20 with a statewide 
telecoaference hosted by Governor 
Carroll Campbell and State Si^hn- 
tendent of Educatton Barbara 
Nielsen. 

^SADS UP... 

This week brings UTAH 2000 on 
December 10, MONTANA2000 on 
Decent 11 and ARlZOt^ 2000 
on December 12. Upcoming 
AMERICA 2000 events include 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 2000 on Decem- 
ber 17 and SOUTH DAKOTA 2000 
on December 19. 

AlsOr the final CSPAN special on 
educatton, featuring Secretary Aiex-^ 
ander, wHI be aired on Monday, 
December 16 at d:00 p.m. EST. 



During American Education Week in 
late November, President Bush designated 
seven education "Daily Points of Light for 
the Nation, " individuals or groups wfio are 
working to help schools and students in 
dteir communities. 

The President singled out the seven 
because of their efforts in literacy, schooi 
readiness and other programs tiuit are 
helping to move their communities toward 
the National Education Goals, Six of the 
seven were featured on the AMERICA 
2000 Daily Conference Call 

The President's "Points ofUght" 
awards, announced daily by the White 
House, honor people who successfully 
address community problems - such as 
drug abuse, environmental decay, teen 
pregnancy. 

Following is a summary of the educa- 
tion "Points of Light": 
Cedar Rapids, lA: Vohintecrs for 
Disadvantaged Students 

Volunteers at Johnson Elementary 
School help the school's large segment of 
disadvantaged students with reading, 
writing, citizenship and mterpersonal 
skills. During the 1990-91 school year 
alone, 200 volunteers worked more than 
7,300 houis rcadmg to young children, 
acting as "listeners" to young readers and 
ofering guidance. Volunteers range from 
high sdiool and college students to senior 
citizens, and many come from low-income 



neighborhoods. Hie Johnson Elementary 
students themselves also are involved in 
monthly service projects. 

Dena Chambliss, principal of Johnson 
Elementary, called the community's 
outpouring of volunteer support "really 
phenomenal," attributing the support to 
"the unbelievable pride of the people of 
Iowa and Cedar Rapids in their schools." 

Champaign^ IL: Mentor Services 

Tamara Youngman, founder of Matthew 
House 18, is working to instill children 
with a sense of dignity and help break the 
cyde of poverty in the community. 

More than one hundred volunteers 
participate in the program — doing 
everything from preparing food and 
repairing the fecilities, to mentoring and 
tutoring students in computers, math, and 
reading. The volunteers also provide 
weekend field trips and piano lessons. 
"Minority grandfathers and grandmothers 
help children who are confronted daily 
widi social and economic injustices," said 
YoungmaiL "We give them educational 
and spiritual opportunities in a real 
homelike setting...friendship, guidance, 
tutoring, counseling, meals, clothing, 
school supi^ics, and aU kinds of activities 
that will enhance their total human 
growth." 

"We go to die school and negotiate and 
make sure that the children get in to the 



See Light, next page 
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The National Education 
Goals in Brief... 

1. All CWWren Ready for School 

2. 90% Qraduation Rate 

3. All CWIdren Proficient in At 
Least English, Math, Science, 
History, and Geography 

4. First in the World in Math 
and Science 

5. Every Adult Literat© and Abie 
to Compete in the Woric Force 

0. Daigs and Violence Out of 
Schools 
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right math classes, so they have a good 
education," said Ms. Youngman. 
Fresno, CA: Support fcx- AOgrant 
Workers 

Raui Diaz directs Univeisity Migrant 
Services at California State University in 
Fresno, which offers academic and 
personal support services to nearly 300 
students — all firom migrant or seasonal 
farm worker families. Most are of 
Mexican descent and arc the first in their 
families to attend college. 

The volunteers — many of them migrant 
students themselves — provide assistance 
with admissions applications, academic 
advising, personal counseling, career 
planning, leadership development, and 
cultural enrichment, as well as academic 
skills such as library research and com- 
puter literacy. 



"Not only are [our volunteers] students 
at the university but they are giving many 
hours of their tune to help other students," 
said Mr. Diaz. 

Cindimati, OH: School Readiness 

Dr. Obadiah Williams, founder of O.W. 
Motivational Inc., helps parents learn how 
to play an instrumental role in preparing 
their childiien for school. According to 
Dr. Williams, educational success is 
directly related to parental involvement 
Volunteers teach the alphabet, numbers, 
and other basic skills to the children, 
while teaching their parents games and 
techniques for reinforcing the learning 
process at home. ITie volunteers also 
serve as math and reading tutors for the 
students, and assist parents in preparing 
for teacher conferences and in dealing 
with problems their children may have in 
the classroom. 

"A result of what we are attempting to 
do is to say to parents: *your youngsters 
can be ready for school. Hiis is how we 
go about doing it,'" said Dr. Williams. 
**T1ie parents must be there; we train the 
parents and the youngsters as well." 
Federal Way, WA: Adult and Family 
literacy 

Hie volunteers of the South King 
County Multi-Service Center work with 
adults and families to combat local 
illiteracy. 

**We provide one-on-one or small group 
tutoring for native and non-native English 
speaking adults who arc having trouble 
with literacy skills," said Ecna Hibbs. 
director of the literacy progranL ''Wealso 
provide an after-sdiool tutoring program 
for children who live in our agency-run 
shelter for homeless families." 

*1 think we arc successful because, 
number one, we're part of a community 



action organization and so we have the 
support of other programs.... Also we have 
a lot of support from the library system, 
&c VISTA program and we have many 
volunteers," said Ms. Hibbs. 
Wcstbury, NY: Community Volunteer 

Powell Rollings, 90 years old, has been 
a community volunteer for the last 20 
years. During the last 15 years, he has 
tutored students in math four hours a day 
at Powell's Lane School. "I work with 
them, find out where their problem is 
and..fmaily get them to get around to what 
they want to know," Mr. Holling? said. 

A former volunteer swim instructor, Mr. 
Rollings also spends his summers teaching 
swimming skills and coordination to 
participants in the Disabled Swim pro- 
gram. 

Lewiston, ME: Adopt-a-School 

Peter Gciger and 27 of his employees 
sponsor the Geiger Bros. Adopt-a-School 
program, which promotes business 
interaction with the local public school 
system. 

In operation since 1985, they began by 
**adopting" Montello School and serving as 
mentors to elementary students there. The 
program has expanded to include a writing 
seminar and other activities to help 
children with reading, as well as learning 
good study and work habits. Mr, Geiger 
has also introduced a Job Shadowing 
program, where students spend time with 
em^oyecs at work to learn about the job 
and the work place. 

The AMERICA 2000 Dally Conference 
Can is held at 11:55a,m,. EOT each 
weekday. Call (202) 736-2300 every day 
and learn more about how American 
education is changing, community by 
community, school by school. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF... 

■•^.MERfCA 20O0 Laadorship 
'"cnforoncB Announced 

The US Chamber of Commerce 
has issued invftatknis to more than 
600 focal Chamber organizations 
to attend the AMERICA 2000 
Leadership Conference In Wash- 
ington, ac, January 13-14, 1992. 
The 600 Invitees have all agreed to 
help organize and/or support local 
AMERICA 2000 inttiattves In their 
communitfee. 

According to Chantber President 
Richard Lesher, the conference, 
fcrintty sponsored by the Chamber 
and the Department of Education, 
Is being held to offer ''tiands-on 
knowledge of how to activate your 
community to join the nationwide 
movement 

.CUISlANA 2000 Vld^^o 

Louisiana's electric cooperatives 
have sponsored a new twenty 
minute video, The Biggest Story 
of Our Lives, telling the story of 
LOUISIANA 2000, the state's 
education mHiative. The video 
serves as a communications piece 
to assist local communities in 
explaining the importance of 
LOUISIANA 2000 and encouraging 
people to join the program. For 
additional information, contact 
Leigh Harris at (S04) 291-3060. 
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LOUISIANA 2000 Tklks Statewide 

More than 6000 Lx)uisiamns joined an unprecedented statewide "town meeting" and 
teleconference on December 2 to discuss ways to improve education in their 
communities. 

According to Gov. Buddy Rocmer, the LOUISIANA 2000 event was "an historic night 
for Louisiana," involving almost every facet of each community with the mission "to 
endorse the nation's six education goals and to design strategics for achieving those goals 
by the year 2000." 

Following the series of town meetings, Gov. Rocmer hosted a live teleconference 
linking the local town meetings via satellite for a one-hour discission of the night's 
activities. The teleconference was broadcast statewide on the Louisiana Public Broadcast- 
ing Network. 

**The beauty of LOUISIANA 2000 is its grass-roots approach- Each community decides 
how it can best meet the six goals," said Gov. Roemer. "It's grassroots involvement, it's 
working together, it's putting aside the politics, it's asking the teachers to join, it's asking 
the taxpayers to join, it's asking the students to join — how about that for a powerful 
thing? — And let's work together to see how we can do it in Louisiana style to achieve the 
national goals." 

Following are highlights of the teleconference which focuses on the ways that many of 
the communities are developing strategies to meet the National Education Goals through 
LOUISL\NA2000. 
School Readiness (Goal #1) 

•'We're starting [parental involvement] from birth to age four — including some 

See Louisiana^ next page 



AMBUCA 2000 Continues Westward 



During the week of December 9, three 
states in the Far West launched 
AMERICA 2000 initiatives — Utah. 
Montana and Arizona. They join Alaska. 
Colorado, Oregon, South Dakota, 
Wyoming in the western region of the 
United States which have launched 
AMERICA 2000 initiatives. To date, a 
total of 30 states, one territory and the 
District of Columbia have joined 
AMERICA 2000. 
UTAH 2000 

President Bush helped Utah Governor 
Norm Bangcrter (R) kick-off UTAH 2000 
by placing a telephone call to the 
governor during the rally on December 
10. 

"COngratulatioos,'* Prcsklent Bush told 
Bangertcr. **You're making a terrific 
contribution to the momentum of 
educatk)nal reform«..Utih is showing the 



country how educational reform can 
happen at the local level." 

iWenty-five of Utah's 40 school districts 
have adopted the six National Education 
Goals and will use the AMERICA 2000 
strategy to achieve them. 

*'We still have a great deal to do," 
GovenK)r Bangerter said at the kick-off 
event 'The AMERICA 2000 strategies 
will see the removal of traditional walls that 
have held some teachers and students 
captive for too long." 

Governor Bangerter also was joined by 
Education Secretary Lamar Alexander, 
State Superintendent of Public Instruction 
Jay B. Taggart, and Sevier School District 
Superintendent Brent Rock. 

Secretary Alexander joined Montana 
Governor Stui Stephens for the launch of 
MONTANA 2000 and BIUJNGS 2000 



on December 11. President Bush also 
called Governor Stephens during the kick- 
off to congratulate Montana and the 
goventor for adopting the six National 
Education Goals and joining the 
AMERICA 2000 crusade. 

"MONTANA 2000 and BILLINGS 
2000 really are right in keeping with this 
new spirit of revolutionizmg our schools. 
And they're going to make terrific 
contributions to what I think is dearly now 
a national momentum on education 
reform," President Bush said 

Secretary Alexander and Governor 
Stephens were also joined by Superinten- 
dent of Public Instruction Nancy Kcnnan. 
U.S. Senator Conrad Bums (R), and 
President of the Montana Chamber of 
Commerce Wayne Sdiile, 

''Our children will £ace a global society 
See West, next page 
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parenting classes and parent volunteers...! think we have eight centers now, and we hope 
to expand that" (Superintendent Ray Arvison, Bossier Parish) 

"In Goal One, we talked about the funds, parental involvement, to work toward 
developing positive self-esteem in parents and children — woricshops on Saturdays and 
time that parents can be available, to provide parental education and parent skills. '\Dr. 
V. L Shaw, first vice president of the Kcttiekurst School Board/first vice piesident of 
the Louisiana School Board Association, Shrcveport) 
90% Graduation Rate fGoai #2) and the Core Subjects (Goal #3) 

•There's several of the goals that we [higher education] can become involved with- 
Obviously teacher training, bringing them up to speed in the math/science areas for that 
goal, and in the five core areas, of course. The other one is — it's been mentioned — 
partneiship6. Hierc are 150,000 college students in Louisiana. Think what would 
happen if you sent those students back to the schools to be role models, to talk to those 
students in their own language, to tcU them that you can succeed." (Sammy Cosper, 


BIPAFmSANSHIPATITS BEST 

According to the Bmton Roag9 Mom- j 
ing Adwcmt0 (November 26, 1991), j 
Louisiana Governor-elect Edwin \ 
Edwards(D) is'^committedtocontinuing ; 
some education programs begun by j 
j Gov, Buddy Roemer (R), ' 

1 'Amnnn PHuuarHc' nifxina^ to f^donft" 

Hon," said the Advocate, '[to] continue 
Louisiana's version of President Bush's j 
AMERICA 2000." \ 


Wcsty canttniH'd 



#1 hn Math and Science (Goal #4) 

Tirst of all, we needed to do some team building, and the cornerstone of that team 
would be die parent. We need to encourage students to pursue higher-level math/ 
science courses and instill in them the importance of these. Their future livelihood in 
many cases may depend on it Another thing we want to involve our teachers with is 
more activity-oriented curriculum- We fcel like we Ve got to not only look at skills, but 
the process... Another thing we could not overlook..is the student himself. If we want to 
know what we're doing well, maybe we should ask the students." (Dr. Leslie Ellis, 
former Supervisor of Livingston Parish Schools) 
Lifelong Learning (.Goal #5) 

"We've [businesses] become involved because we know that without a productive 
wo* force there is no way that we can continue to grow. Industry spends, in excess of 
$40 billion per year in professional development and continuing education for its 
employees. We need to do more of that and we need to do it more effectivcly....This 
past summer we ran academies for math teachers, for science teachers, and for computer 
science teachers, and the one for computer science teachers was run by Northeast 
Louisiana University. We believe that those elements leverage what industry spends by 
preparing those pco^e to deliver education, to deliver it better and more effectively." 
(Hugh Nichols, Entergy Corporation, Inc.) 
Drug Free and Violence Free Schools (Goal #6) 

"Most of us growing up in this audience this evening and throughout Louisiana 
attended drug-&ee schools when we were younger, and I tiiink it's a goal that \s achiev- 
able. In Louisiana we have drug-free school coordinators and advisory committees 
akeady set up in every single school district in this state. Therefore, I think that people 
who came together this evening could contact people at the local level and tie into the 
programs that are already in existenoe." (Richard Thompson, state ofiBcial) 



and a global ecotx>my, and we must 
continue to strengthen Montana schools 
for them and their duldren,** said Governor 
Stephens. The goal of MONTANA 2000 
is for community members to determine 
what their schools should be and how to 
translate those ideals into reality."* 
APHONAZiOO 

Secretary of Education Lamar Alex- 
aiKler join^ Arizona Govemor J. Fife 
Symington (R), State Superintendent of 
Public Instruction C. Diane Bishop, and 
others for the kick-off of ARIZONA 2000 
on December 12. 

President Bush phoned to congratulate 
all involved in ARIZONA 2000. In the 
telephone call, the President told the 
students: "Do everything that your 
Govemor and your State Superintendent 
and these people are telling you to do in 
terms of this education- We need you. 
You're the future, and we need you bad." 

More than 1200 attended the ARI- 
ZONA 2000 rally, which was held at 
Trevor G, Browne High School in 
Phoenix. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF... 

WASMNQTON, O.C.,2000 

On Dec0(r^ 19, Mayor Sharon 
PmttK0ffy (0) taunched WASH- 

mTON, o.a, 2000, wm mm 

LmarAl^n(t0r, OrC. Superfn- 
t9n(/0nt of Education Fr$nkm 
Sn^and5OOofh0rofficif^and 
organizers at 1h0Wast^g^ 
<:km0nnonC0nt0r. 

Today represents the power 
andpo^ntiafofttUscomrmmSy," 
$akf Mayor Keffy. yve cannot he 
the first generation to give less to 
oar chUdren than that which has 
been ^ven to us." 

TfnaBy, we.ascitizens, must 
have the conviction of our beliefs. 
I teff you as urgently as I can we 
mustgetoutofourannchairs, 
ta^e hadi our streets, and make a 
stand fcH' our chSdren," said Mayor 
Keliy. 

See NEWS, next page 
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Chambers Organize for AMERICA 2000 



On January 13 and 14, more than 200 
local chamber of oommeroe executives will 
meet in Washington to discuss bow they 
can help their communities develop 
strategies to reach ^ National Education 
Goals. 1(lx)se attending the confeienoe arc 
among more than 600 local and state 
chambers who, in a letter to President Bush 
last November, pledged to support 
AMERICA 2000 in their own communities. 

The two-day seminar^ hosted by the U.S. 



Chamber of Commerce and the U.S. De- 
partment of EducadoQ, will feature com- 
munity organizers who have already 
laundKd their own AMERICA 2000 com- 
munity initiatives, as well as Georgia Gov- 
ernor Zcll Miller (D) and Maine Commis- 
sioner of Education Eve Either who were 
instrumental in the launch of their own 
state AMERICA 2000 initiatives. Educa- 
tion Secretary Lamar Alexander and CJ. 
See ChamberSy next page 



AMERICA 2000: State/Chamber Update 




AMERICAN Numbers Represent Number of Chambers by 

SAMOA Stale Committed to AMERICA 2000 

^ AMERICA 2000 Stales Announced 
■ AMERICA 2000 Stales To Be Anouncod Soon 

Virtuaih ail of the states are represented in the 600 chambers who have pledged MiERICA 2000 support, including 15 state chambers of 
commerce. CaUfomia has the most chambers committed to AMERICA 2000, with 44 —followed by Texas (411 Florida (35), Oho (34) and 
Pennsylvania (31). As of the first of January, 30 states, one territory, and theDistrict of Columbia have announced their own AMERICA 2000 
efforts. More than a thousand individual comtmniues are organizing to become AMEBIC A 2000 Communities, 
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NEWS IN BRIEF, conmued 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 2000 

SecrMsuy Alexander hailed Deny, 
New Hampshire, for Its e<kjcatk)n 
reforrrtpmgrem during Idd^-ctf 
ceremonies for NEW HAMPSHIRE 
2Q00cnDecefr)berl7. Sec. 
Alexander joined NM^Hanipshlre 
GcMunorJuddGregg(R)atme 
GrinneU School in Deny. 
Den/s rekm program, unveil 
Deny sijperirrtendent David 
Brown last sprkig.indudeB: en 
e)Ctendedechoolyeer; txisinees- 
school pertner3t^;eertyvoc6^ 
tional education; classes grouped 
by growth and bdlvidual feeing 
style Ins^ of by age; and a 
cofrmunlty^rier^ approach to 
learning. 

In a ^lephone call from President 
Bush during the kick</ff, Gov. 
Gmggsaki, "We recognize as a 
region, and espedaSy New Hamp- 
shire recogni^, tiiat educaHon and 
w^l-educafed i(ld$ and adults, quite 
honestly, are at)sofutBly critical for 
our a t)iSty to be competitive in the 
world.'' 



SOUTH DAKOTA 2000 and 

RAPID CITY 2000 
as. secretary of Isbc^Lynr) 

Martin joined South Oatoia 
Governor George Mic^elson (R) In 
Rapid aty December 19 to help 
south Dakota heoome the 30th 
AMERICA 2000 State m the nation. 
With the launch of SOUTH OA- 
KOTA 2000, RAPID QTY 2000 
also kicked off, becoming tim first 
community in the state to adopt the 
six Netk>nat Educatton Goals, 

"South DakiOa is ieadlngthe way 
m school Imprcmnent and is tying 
ft to work and woric opportunities, " 
SecMaiUnsakL 'PubUc education 
is a public responsiblltty/ 

Pre^dwt Bush also telephoned 
Gov, Micketson (Airing the klckoff, 
"I want to assure you that we are 
going to keep this out of the shrill 
arena of partisan poUScSr" Presi- 
dent Bush said, 'Far more impor- 
tant thm pomcai credit or gain is 
the success of reinventing and 
revolutionizing e(kicaiion in this 
country. This program offers your 
community a chance to puH 
together to help these kkts learn. " 



t luxmhi'rs, t onunued 



*Tctc" SUas, chairman and CEO of 
Phillips Petroleum and the current Oiair- 
man of the Board of the U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce, will represent the two host 
organizations. 

Conference sessions will focus on the 
four steps to become an AMERICA 2000 
Community: adopt the National Educa- 
tion Goals, develop a strategy to achieve 
the goals, create a report card to measure 
progress, and plan for a New American 
School. 

"An educated work force and economic 
growth go hand-in-hand,** Silas said **Be- 
cause the students of today will comprise 
the work force of tomorrow, the business 
community must help take the lead in en- 
suring quality education. Our local and 
state chambers of commerce are prepared 
to accept the President's challenge to es- 
tablish AMERICA 2000 communities." 

// your commtmity is flaming to orga- 
nize a steering committee to join 
AMERICA 2000, please send irrformation 
about your effort to the AMERICA 2000 
Field Office, Department of Educa- 
tion, Rnu 4141 400 Maryland Ave., SW; 
Wasiungton, DC 20202. 



We're ready to help. As of 
January?, the hotline has 
received 39,753 calls 
requesting Information about 
AMERICA 2000. 

1-flOO-USA-LEARN 
In D.C. Metropolitan Area 
(202) 401-2000 



The National Education Goals In Brief... 

1 AlChMren Ready for School 

Z 90%QraciuationRate 

a y^ChldrenRoBdentinAtLea^ 
Htetocy^ and Geography 

41 FfcstlntheWoridinMathandSdence 

51 EvoyAduttUtenateandAbtetoCJonTpeteinfr^ 

d Drugs and \A>tenc8 Out of Schools 




AMERICA 2000 
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NEWS IN BRIEF... 

No Status Quo tor ADAMSV1LLE 
2000 

As part of the town AMERICA 
2000 initiative, AdamsvlllB (Tennes- 
see) elementary students recently 
launched a petition drive to sign up 
everyone in the community who 
agreed to become AMERICA 2000 
citizens and adopt the National 
Education Goals. Several days 
later, the students returned with 
4700 signatun3$ — more than the 
entire population of the town. 
Further investigation revealed that 
— in addition to signing up virtually 
every Adamsvtlle resident (and 
some twice) — the enthusiastic 
students signed up residents in 
nearby counties, as weH. Every 
Adamsville business dso drafted 
lettms agreeing to support 
AMERICA 2000 and the six Na- 
tional Education Goals, 

Copies of the community-wide 
commitment were sent to Tennes- 
see Senators Albert Gore (D) and 
Jim Sasser (D) and to local mem- 
bers of the U.S. House of Repre- 
sentatives, 

ADAMSVILLE 2000 was 

See NEWS, next page 

Bush Calls Senate 
Education BiU 
^^Business As Usual'' 

President George Bush, this week, 
observed that S. 2, an education reform 
measure pending in the Senate with no 
AivlERICA 2000 initiatives- is a bill 
**riveted in the pasU" The President 
discussed the legislation during a break^t 
session of the AMERICA 2000 Confer- 
ence, jointly sponsored by the U.S. 
Chamber of Cimmerce and the U.S. 
Department of Education, January 14. 

**AMERICA 2000 ...is spreading like 
prairie fire/* said the President Ameri- 
cans across this nation are working to 
spark an [education] revolution," yet are 
'"being offered business as usual" in the 
Congress. 

The President noted that AMERICA 
2000 calls for legislation to create "a half- 
billion dollars to create brcak-the-mold, 
new American schools," school choice "to 
provide middle- and low-income families 
the same control over their children's 
education that wealthier people have" and 

SeeSenatCf next page 



Geoi^a Gov. Calls for Bipartisan Reform 

According to Georgia Governor Zell Miller (D), Americans must **put aside differ- 
ences of political parties, regions or sectors" and join in an education revolution. 
Governor Miller was the kick-off speaker for the AMERICA 2000 Leadership Conference, 
jointly sponsored by the U.S. Chamber of Commerce and the E>epartment of Education, 
January 13-14. 

**Our very existence as the world's only superpower is on the line," said Gov. Miller. 
"That is why, despite my part)' affiliation. I deeply want t±ie President to fulfill his goal of 
being the Education President" Gov. Miller called the Education Summit "a challenging 
start" and the National Education Goals "an excellent blueprint" to assure that the nation has 
an educated work force. "We'll either move ahead to be a high wage, high skill, high 
growth economy or we will be left behind..[to] compete with the Third World countries, 
that call for little but strong backs and low wages," he said 

The Governor observed that no child was ever educated in a governor's office nor in t'ne 
federal bureauaacy. **Children are educated in schools and communities," said Gov. 
Miller, and business people, in particular, must set their sights higher than the bottom line, 
since education is "the legacy we leave our sons and daughters." 

According to t±ie Governor, Georgia is moving ahead to meet the educational challenges 
of the 21st century. The Governor noted that the first meeting of GEORGIA 2000 last year, 
held in conjunction with the Georgia Education Congress, attracted more than a thousand 
people. He cited several community- and state-driven initiatives that dovetail the National 
Education Goals. "It all starts with Education Goal #1 — getting our kids off to a good start 
with preschool education," he said 'Today, we're working on pilot projects for pre- 
kindergartners to make sure that our four-year olds know their colors, numbers and letters 

SeeReforfftj next page 




Panelists discuss their own AMERICA 2000 experiences during a morning plenary 
session, "Getting to Work: Developing Your Own Community-wide Strategy and Report 
Cardy " at the AMERICA 2000 Leadership Conference, sponsored by the Department and 
the US. Chamber, Future issues of the AMERICA 2000 Newsletter will feature excerpts 
from panel discussions on such topics as starting the AMERICA 2000 process and keeping 
the momentum going. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF, continued 

launched on January 8, with the 
help of Tennessee Governor 
Ned McWherter (D), Steering 
Conrtmittee Chairman Benard 
Bk^slngame, and memt^rs of 
the local education and busi- 
ness community. 
AMERICA 2000, GeWr^g 
Started 

During the AMERICA 2000 
Leadership Conference, the 
Department released 
AMERICA 2000 CommunltleB: 
Getting Started, a booklet to 
help communities and local 
organizations that are interested 
in starting their own local 
AMERICA 2000 Initiatives. 

The booklet examines how 
people througfiout the United 
States are working to accept the 
Presidents four-part challenge 
to become AMERICA 2000 
Communities, It Is designed to 
help communities focus on 
priorities in devetopiryg commu- 
nity-wide strategies for reachir)g 
the goats, designing report 
cards to measure progress, and 
planning for their own l^4ew 
American Schools. It also 
includes examples of individuals 
and organizations who are 
t>reaking the mdd^ In reforming 
educatton, community by 
community. 

Communities or organizations 
Interested In the new publication 
and other AMERICA 2000 
Informatk^n should contact 
1-800'USA'LEARN, 



regulatory Sexibility, for '^re discietioQ 
in sweeping away burdeosonae regula 
tions.*' S. 2, in its current version, 
wcdudcs the three aspects of the 
AMERICA 2000 reform, although three 
amendments would include tibeia 

A House bill (RR 3320) takes the 
form of a biock grant to the states for 
ediKation reform. According to the 
President, the House bill **sbows some 
promise." 



"[T]he House has taken some important 
steps towards the American Achievement 
Tests;' said President Bush. 

"Not all of it depends, thank heavens, 
on federal funding," the President told ttic 
Chamber conferees. "You're where the 
action is, right at the community level." 

The Senate is expected to consider S. 2 
theweekof January 20. H.R.3320is 
expected to be considered by the House in 
late February. 



— that they develop communication and social skills — and through the front door of 
kindergarten ready to learn." 

Regarding Goal #2 — reducing the dropout rate — the Governor cited a Taylor County 
(Georgia) community-driven initiative, which involves parents, ministers, business leaders 
and others, as having achieved dramatic results. ^Three years ago, in that small rural 
county, they bad 48 dropouts; last year they had six; and their goal is to have none,'* said 
Gov. Miller. "I think ttey 're going to make it, because everyone in the community cares 
enough about kids to spend time supporting them. ** 

The Governor lauded the conferees, who represented more than one hundred local 
Chambers of Commerce throughout the ooun^, as examples of community commitment 
"^in a genuine revolution of the mind,^ which will ensure educational excellence for 
generations to come. 

hi addition to the Governor, the two-day, Washington, D.C, conference, attended by 
about 300 local Chamber representatives, featured remarks by President George Bush, 
Maine Education Superintendent Eve Biflier, Education Department and U.S. Chamber 
officials and AMERICA 2000 coa ciunity organizers from across the country. 



The National Education Goals in Brief... 

1, All Children Ready tor School 

2. 90^0 Graduation Rate 

a All Children Proficient in Al Least English, Math, Science, History, and 
Geography jg. 
First in the World in Math and Sdence 

5, Every Adult Literate apdr^le to Compete in the \A(ork Force 

6. Drugs and Vioten6e Out of Schools 
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Three Cities, Three Approaches to Ed Reform 

DETROIT 2000, METRO RICHMOND 2000 and SAN ANTONIO 2000 used d^ercnt approaches in their education reform efforts M4uch 
led to AMERICA 2000 initiatives to adopt the National Education Goals. Representatives from each community spoke of their experiences 
recendy during a discussion centering on "Tahng the First Step: Are the National Education Goah your Goab?'' Foliowmg are excerpts 
from die discussion which included as moderator Ed Donley, chairman of the US. Chamber's Center for Workforce Preparation and 
QuaUty Education and chair of LEHIGH VALLEY 2000, 
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DErROir2000: 
Let Parents Choose 
Lawrence Patrick, president of the 
Detroit Board of Education 

...|T|f we can [adopt the National Goals] in 
Detroit, you can do it..in youi town....We 
had a terrible situation, not unlike the 
situations that exist in all major cities.... 

Ibe first thing that we did was...[make] 
certain that everybody understood really 
how bad it was.... We wouldn't let folks 
suggest — even for one xnoment — that 

'"We wouldn't let folks 
suggest — even for one 
moment — that the prob- 
lem wasn't that bad^ that it 
was temporaiy ...or to just 
add a little more money 
would fix it" 



the problem wasn't that bad, that it was 
ten3porary...or to just add a little more 
money would fix it We were not educat- 
ing our children...our public school system 
was not working. 

...[TJhe second thing that we did was we 
went to every segment of the community 
once again and asked whether they would 
make a commitment that educating our 
children would be the number one priority 
in our tDwn...[with the message]: *^e're 
going to continue to have problems of 
unemi^oyment, drug abuse, all of the 
problems, unless and until we educate our 
children." 

...Wc then said, "Okay. Now we have to 
have some goals."...Dccision-making 
would have to be moved to the local 
school....Wc*d have to rely on the good 
SeeDetroky next page 



MErRORICHMOND2000: 

Get Your Story Out 
Jeannie Batiks, chairperson for 
Virgittia Literacy Foundation 
... As a result of [court-ordered busing] 
there is still among some people.. .a residue 
of suspicion [in the Richmond arca]...largc 
numbers of people [had] left the public 
sdKwl systenL...METRO RICHMOND 
2000 represents a unique opportunity 
because it is a time really of continual 
healing ....[AJmong the five superinten- 
dents who represent these jurisdictions, 
there is compete and total cooperation all 
the time....'niey meet frequently, but the 
public doesn't necessarily know that, and 
some of the old timos sfill are a litde 
susp:cious. 'Tou're going to send my 
children across lines to another school? Is 
that what METOO RICHMOND 2000 is 
all about?" So you have to get your story 
out The story of AMERICA 2000, of 
course, is a great story, but it doesn't matter 



*TTie stoiy of AMERICA 
2000, of course, is a great 
stoiy, but it doesn't matter 
how great it is if no one 
knows how great it i& Tbat 
basicalfy is the reason for 
having a kickofif in the first 
[rface..J' 



how great it is if no one knows how great it 
is. ITiat basically is the reason for having a 
kk:koff in the first [daoe.... 

It quickly became apparent that we 
should take advantage of Lamar 
Alexander's expected visit in October 
See Metro Richmond, nexfpage 
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SAN ANTONIO 2000: 
Bnlldl on What You've Got 
Joseph Kiier, president t^ the Greater 
San Antonio Chamber of Commerce 
...I'm reminded of the song that Aretha 
Franklin sang...callcd "Readi Out" ...[If] 
you're considering [AMERICA 2000] for 
your community... remind yourself every 
day that you've got to readi out.. further... to 
brhig the people in your community 
together. 

*^•«re^lind yourself eveiy- 
day that you've got to 
reach out-fiirtheiu.to 
bring the people in your 
community t<^ther." 



Our Chamber hosted a community 
retreat on the topic of ''What is the Proper 
Role of Business in Support of Public 
Education?"...Out of that scsswn, wc 
decidcd..we needed a community-wide 
umbrella organization that would try to set 
goals with regard to literacy and dropouts; 
[would] deal witii the myriad of non-profit 
org^mizations in our community...witfa 
regard to [who gets] funding for education; 
and [would] try to have an independent 
entity that would provide for acoountabil- 
ity. 

Over the next two years, we went to a 
number of entities to try to forge a 
partnership. ..there was a lot of 
rcsistancc.with people saying, ''Why do 
we need to do this? We're engaged in 
programs....Lct's not rock the boat...** The 
business conmiunity wasn't satisfied...as 
we talked to parents, it was dear...they 
weren't...So we deckled to try to find 
some partners who would help us. 

See San Antonio, next page 



principles nu^t foroe« to make certain 
that we^would have quality education in 
DetroitLOnce you have autonomy at the 
individii^ schools, yoy're going to have 
diversity.^. When you^ get competition, it's 
going to qtive the qu|)ity up at every 
single schipl.... [F]aif nts in Detroit..came 
to believe t%it they have an absolute right 
to choo6e...and that really moved the 
locomotive down the tiact 

Fronx..l988 aod to the present. .we set 
more specific goals...tfae percentage of 
students that '^uld graduate &om high 
scbool...[no]drug^ and ^^ppns incur \ 
classes, and our students would exceed the 
national average on test scores.... 

Every segment of the coi^unity stayed 
at the table....So ^en d)ei]^ms an , 
opportunity to participate id ^\M£RICA 

'If we don't all win togetiHer 
as a nation, then we're aU 
going to lose/' 

2000, that was a piece of cake...all I had to' 
do was make a phone call..,. That was 
because we started early in building a 
relationship, building a coalition and 
making a commitments. . s 

DETROIT 2000 is going to provide an 
opportunity for all of us to come together 
— communities throughout this nation — 
to focus on accomplishing the same goals, 
and it means that 111 be able to share \ 
problems that I might encounter — as well 
as innovative solutions, and 111 be able to ,V 
listen to your ideas,.^*[I]t's not going to 
matter if we win in Detroit, if you lose in^ 
Iowa, Minnesota, Wisconsin, Florida, 
Tennessee. If we don't all win together as 
a nation, then we're all going to lose. 



Mvttfp Richmtmd, nmtirmed 



[1991], as weU as a renewed interest in 
education in the commuoity, so we put 
together our steering oommittce..,.You 
reach out to everybody.,..Most importantly, 
you bring in people from the media. We 
have three commercial television 
statk>ns...and we have one representative 
from each of those stations, as well as from 
the major radio station, newspaper.... And, 
here's the key — you need a good PR 
'person. Get someone from the best 
\ advertising agency or public relattoos firm 
in your community to be a part of your 
steering committee. 

Then as you plan your kickoCf — you 
need a spokesperson....No matter bow 
great your idea is, the press does not exist 
to write good thing? about your cemmu- 
nity. The press exists to try to 6nd <l3ic 
conflicts JBc prepared before your IdcJcoff 
with answers to the tou^ questions. 
Choice...^dgctwoes...J>)n'tjustgo in 
there with a good fieeling that because what 
you're doing is great and wonderful, 
everybody else is going to see it that way. 
They're not...Have media on your side.,.. 

[After the kickofiq...you think the press 
is going to forget you? No. Thty're going 
' to come bade in a few weeks or months 

and say, 'X)kay. You had this big exciting 
^: announcement, now What are you going to 
' do?^ Don't let th«a!4owa,..Have another 
occasion.. .thre^ to^sixoionths after your 
announcement... AU ^u need is a lot of 
enthusiasm aiKi a i 
E^or^sNoteiOwt 

months after iheimoff, METRO RICH- 
MOND 2000 held a pubUc ceremony 
during which key domfmmity, business, 
government and education leaders signed 
a resolution to make sure "wecansee 
positive [education] change by the year 

2ooor 



Vjough skixL 
VtgmaryU, three 



San AfJlitnioy continued 



We went, in our case, to the City of San 
Antonio, to the County of Bexar, and to the 
University of Texas at San Antonic.and 
said, "If you will commit to put $25,000 a 
year into a pot for three years, we will do 
likewise, and with that $100,000 a year for 
three years, we will fund and staff an 

are now engaged in 
reaching out even fiirtfaenMto 
form a commonity-wide 
advisory board 



operation independent of this Chamber that 
will attempt to bring this umbrella group 
into realization.'* 

...[A]bout the time that happened. 
President Bush canoe out and announced 
his National Goals for Education. We met 
with our partners and said, **Boy, is this a 
great opportunity." ...We called up 
Washington and said, **Wc'rc with you, 
guys...." 

Hiat's what brought us to where we arc 
today...a program that is funded, that has 
hired an executive director, that operates 
independently of our Chamber — and we 
thought that was very important because 
we fmd that there are some community 
groups, nei^iborhood organizations that 
are suspicious of Chambers of Commerce 
...[W]e got the University of Texas to 
agree to contract out the stafBng for our 
program. 

We are now engaged in reaching out 
even further.,.to form a community-wide 
advisory board..,that will help set policy 
for this group. We think if wc will 
continue to reach out like diat, we can 
guarantee that the support for this program 
will continue to be community-wide. 
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Chariotte Sets Sights for Year 2000 

According to Dr. John Murphy ^ superintendent of Charlotte-Mecklenburg County Schools and a 
leading catalyst for CHARLOTTE 2000, his community hopes to show that a new, break-the-mold 
school system can be converted in "a relatively short period of time. " During a recent meeting 
in Washington, D.C.y Dr. Murphy spoke of his experiences in reforming education in the North 
Carolina metropolitan {irea, an area he referred to as "just like any other urban school system tn 
America, Following are excerpts of his remarks. 



Amended S« 2 Passes 

By a 92-6 vote, the Senate Tuesday 
passed S2, which in its final fiarm 
indudcd three AMERICA 2000-related 
amendments: 

1. Flwrfbaity. Tlirec hundred school 
districts in six slates may petition the 
Education Secretary for waiver of 
federal rules governing clemcnury 
and secondary educatkm programs 
when there is a strong educational 
purpose supporting the waiver. 

2. New AiMfkM Scboob. In each of 
the next three years, a state may use 
up to 25 percent of its share of $850 
million in newly authorized federal 
funds for New American Schools. 

3. WoridC3]mSt«itd«(di/Acad«i^ 
AdbieTTtmnt T<«ti. Reconstitutes 
the National Educatkm Goals Pat^l 
and creates the National Education 
Standards and Assessments Council 
to ensure the development of a 
voluntary national system of 
assessments tied to world class 
standards in the five core subjects. 

The bill did not include the Hatch 
: amendment, creating six demonstration 
; projects for low-incxwne private school 
choice, 

*Thcse are real steps forward," said 
Secretary lamar Alexander. '"Still these 
stepfi do not go far enough^ fast enough, 
and the Presidcnl will fighting for 
more radical change in the American 
education system," 

RR. 3320, which calls for a limited 
version of choice is expected to be taken 
up by the full House in late February. 




...In Charlotte, North Carolina...rm 
being allowed to pursue a dream....! firmly 
believe that American public schools can 
meet the needs of all of America's 
children.... Charlotte is a community that 
believes in that dream, too. 

We* re engagbg in a process in Charlotte 
to develop... one of the most exciting 
school systems in the United States, a 
system that hopefully can show that an 
American school system — a total system 
— can be converted in a relatively short 
period of time....Our task is to create a 
break-the-mold system.... 

Charlotte-Mecklenburg, a county school 
s>^tem. is just like any other urban school 
system in America. We've got the same 
problems with under-perfonnance on the 
part of our students; a large gap between 
black and white youngsters.... We've got an 
unacceptable drop-out rate. We have 
discipline problems. Everything that 
everybody else has — we have. 

Our challenge is to correct that and to 
correct it quickly....The first thing that we 
did was try to identify what our problems 
were....We began by having a series of 



tovsTi meetings. Wc broke into regions 
within the county, highly publicized the 
meetings, invited citizens to come out and 
at each of those six town meetings, we had 
400 to 600 people in attendance, telling us 
what they thought about the school system, 
what they considered our problems to 
Wc took very careful notes so that we 
could address those concerns as we moved 
forward. We surveyed our staff to find out 
what tiie barriers were to teaching within 
our schools and in our individual class* 
rooms. 

I conduct a monthly radio talk 
show...and a quarterly television talk show 
so people can also call in and question 
what's happening in the schxil system, but 
to also let us know what their cona. ms are 
about the school system. 

We've gone to our business community 
to fbd out what the problems are with the 
graduates who are leaving our schools, 
coming into the workplace. We're looking 
at the data coming back from our colleges 
and universities to see how well our 
students are performing when they go on to 
higher education. We carefully examined 
all of the outcome data in our school 
system, and then made that data clearly 
visible for the entire community.... 

Once we went through ttie process of 
identifying the p^oblem^ we then began tlie 
process of trying to correct it,. ..We started 
by getting our Board of Education to go off 
on a three- to four-day retreat, when we 
established a vision for the school system, 
and that vision was to develop a world 
class school system that would incorporate 
the six National Goals. We said that we 
didn't want to be competitive with 
suburban America; wc wanted to be 
competitive with Bonn, Osaka. Moscow, 
and every other comer of this world... 



Through our Chamber of Commerce, we 
formed a parmership, and we began to 
develop planning needs to address the 
various goals that we set for our school 
system... .[W]e went to tiie business 
community and we established an Effi- 
ciency Study Team, and we've been out 
taking a look at every area of our operation 
to see if our dollars are being spent wisely. 

We've completed the first phase of that 
efficiency study, and I [recently] an- 
nounced our first administrative restructur- 
ing after six months in the position. I 
eliminated 49 positions from my adminis- 
trative staff and sent $2 million back to the 
front lines of our schools, back into our 
classrooms. By eliminating the 49 
positions. I also freed up a building, which 
then set up an offset of $8 million to 
construct a new elementary school, so the 
process brought $10 million in revenue 
back immediately.... 

See Murphy, next page 



Murphy, conunucd 



Those are the kinds of thing^i we're 
cioing with the expertise fix^m our business 
community to establish the foundation of 
cx>Qfideace....Once we set &c mission and 
took a look, and identified all of those 
problems, we then brought all 10,000 of 
our emi^oyccs tDgethcr,...We didn't talk to 
just our teachers, we talked to our janitDrs, 
bus driven, principals, to every single 
person that impact die daily lives of the 
children...so that they would feel part of 
that team as we move forward..* 

Based on the vision, we set our specific 
goals, and then we went to each of our 
schools and set very specific goals for 
every one of our sdiools. We collected all 
of the baseline data aibd published in the 
newspaper exactly where every school was 
relative to that baseline data, and then we 
sad, this is where we expect them to be 
next year.... 

In addition to that, we then went to our 
county commissioners, politicians, dvic 
leaders...and we said, let's make this even 
more exciting. Let's put a pot of money 
out there, and for every sd»ol that meets 
those goals, let* s give them a reward... 

So what we have now is a pool o f 
dollars that our county commission has 
given us. Every school that meets die 



goals, every employee in the school — 
teacher, secretary, janitor, principal, bus 
driver, cafeteria workcr...will be entitled to 
a bonus at the end of the year. Hie 
professional staff memb^ will get 
$1,000, and the noni)rofessk)nal staff 
torabcrs will get $500... Jn fact, I'd like to 
sec us move in the direction that in the 
future all of our salary increases arc tied to 
performance If you gpt the job done, you 
get a good healthy raise; if you don't, you 
stay ri^t where you were in the past... 

With the help of foundations, we have 
brought togetb^ 10 of the most exciting 
educators in America to sit down and 
define for us, ''What is the worid dass 
sdiool system?" ...We are going throu^ 
the process now of defining just exacdy 
what is a world dass graduate,... Once we 
come up with tiiat definition, then back all 
the way down to pre-school years, to 
determine what has to happen every step 
to ensure that wo; ' * class status when a 
youngster leaves our sdxwl system. Not 
onlydo we want to know what we have to 
do in terms of instructional standards, but 
what do we have to do organizatk>nally to 
change what we now call **schoor to be 
able to neet the kinds of standards that 
we're setting for every one of those 
children«...[Our group of national experts] 
is woridng with us to help us define what 



those standards stK)uld be..and how we go 
about assessing 5^ther or not the young- 
sters are meeting those standards.... 

We're talking about expanding schools 
beyond the traditional school. We don't 
see the walls of our structures limiting us 
any longer. We don't sec a K-12 structure 
limiting us any longer.... 

We see the school day lengthening; we 
sec the school year lengtbcning....We'rc 
also saying that if we're going to be 
realistic, we've got to get our community 
to totally buy«in, as they are, and under- 
stuid feat every problem in society can't be 
solved with the school system^somehow 
we [must] bring all of our agendes 
together to begin to join services as we 
address the issues that are £icing the 
children of society today. 

When we complete this process, our 
Chamber of Commerce, in April or May, 
will then be sponsoring an E(bKation 
Summit...We will then bring the experts 
into our convention center, and everybody 
in Chariotte and Mecklenburg Counties 
will be invited to come to the Education 
Summit and respond to that definition of a 
worid dass school system. 

At fee end of feat process, we then 
expect to have a dc&iition of where we're 
going to be in the year 2000..^ step-by- 
step process to get us to that point with 
specific beiKdmiarks so that we can report 
bad: to the community.... 

My response to the community.. ..If we 
mfis the bendunark, then fire me, because 
I'm not doing my job....But whatever you 
do, don't compromise fee standards.... [W]e 
must set high standards, and we must set 
hi^ ejqpectations of all of our children. 
We can do it There's absolutely no reason 
why every school in America can't be a 
successful school. 



Bush Talks AMERICA 2000 . 

Dating the ^Uite of the Ufvon Address, J.mujfy 28. Piesident Bush said 
that AMERICA 2000 will help the nation "be the world s leader in 
education [and] revofutioni.^e America s schools My plan will give parents 
more choice, give teachers rvore flexibility aryd help communities create new - 
American schools " ^ 

"Thirty states across the nation have established AMERICA 2000 pro 
grams Hundreds of cities and towns have pined in. ' he said. "Now 
Congress must join this great movement. " . 
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Why EduaifonNeedB Change: 
One StudetJt's Story... 

axcerpfs trvn remarks ty Mane Cofnmissionec 
3T EducsDon Eve B(ir)«; a k>rmGr teacher, at a 
'soent AMERICA 2000 oonfar^ncs n Wastvnq- 
cn. D,C.) 

...When I think alxxit the changes that 
are necx/ssary, [J think aba^ John, who 
Y^arted to tske physics from me. The 
(Xitytkm that nt into his sctiedule was 
when I tBjght an honors dass. New, 
Johnwasinanonooilege 
progmm,..snciNs guidance counsek)rs 
had ^ais about how he woukJ be able 
to perkxm in honors physk:sdass. 

When John came to dass, we found 
out that he had never had e\m} basic 
princess in algebra, [nm^] been 
asked to write a Pat^ report. He dUnt 
know trigonometry. ItaughthimaBttle 
aigebnas^ trigonometry on the side 
and found out thai he had enomxkjs 
potential, that numbers came very eas- 
ily,... 

He quickly became the best experi- 
menter in that dass....Verysoon he was 
the most desired lab partner in his 
ciass....Hehadanenomioussenseof 
space, spatial relatfonships. And he 
walked through the dassdeecribing to 
therestofthecla^thepropagatk)nof 
the eiectrornsgnetic spectrum. NowtNs 
is not the sort of thing that normal high 
school students get exdted about...[bulj 
John dkllt so thai his peers and his 
dassmatas become excited about thai 
He fin ished the course wUh good speed 
with a satisfactory grade. John had all 
the makings to become an engineer, or 
atieastagoodtedmkjan 

Nowttilsisastarythatshouldha\/Ba 
happy ending, but It doesnl R/eyears 
^ I was in a sandwkh shop in Fort- 
ies, and there he was nriakingsubma- 
rinesandwiches Wereninsscedabit 
about his time in our physksdass, and 
hesaki: It was the only time I aver 
taff<edtothekidsinthaidass. Inever 
a>A^ knew them in this high schod...." 

lA/hat happened, JohnT' I sakt. 
•Wen, my dad died and my moth jr 
ddnt knew where to go for help," he 
said. Ihereforelneverwentontoool' 
lege ar)d so new I am making sand- 
wk^m." 

...John is tiie reason that things havs 
tochange. Where was I, as his physics 
teacher, when he became a senior? 
Why dkl I not make sure that John had 
a better schedule? Where was his guid- 
8fce counsetorin assuring that he took 
a more challenging cumcukjm? Where 
was the system...to support him and to 
make sure that he today had one c( the 
jobs that certakyly this country has a 
ffeat demand for? 

me, John is the reason for want- 
ing to wori( toward syst»mk:diange. 
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Universities Set Sights on the 
National Education Goals... 

Cclkges<mdumperdties across i%e country 
tianrtfom at iueUmerJory/seconJary school FoUoi%mg are that somd urtivmi- 
ies art joiimg with Iharcanomn^ 

University of New HaiMpshire-Diirlum. 

Ilic univcnity is helping tbc town of Dcrry in^cmcnt its "21st Century Learning Com- 
munity^ project — tooQipfebenBive plan to tzinsformtbe local sdxx>ls. Tbe university is 
designing special courses to retrain I>erry teachers in new teaching metbcxls, including new 
strategies for teadiing disabled and at-risk kids« Tbe university's faculty has announced its 
commitment to the program, wfaidi will involve sessions in the schools and on the Durtiam 
campus. 

TTic University of Wisconsin — Stevens Point 

Tlje university has jomcd forces with its local sdKX)l district to lead a community cru- 
sade toward tbe National Education Goals, Last summer. Chancellor Keith Sanders and 
Dwi^t Stevras, the local sdK>ol district administrator, developed an action plan enlisting 
the talents and efforts of university &culty and sta£^ school board members, teachers, and 
other community representatives. The collaboration has produced a local strategy to 
achieve the goals, called, "Every Child, My Child" It is currently under review by the 
governor's office and the state department of education. 

Weskyan University, Middletown, Connecticut 

Under President William M. Chaoe, the university is giving students academic credit in 
couisea that train them in academic disciirf ines but also give them experience as literacy 
tutors. Participating Wesleyan students act as tutors in Middletown area elementary, 
middle, and high schools where there are high concentrations of disadvantaged kids. 

University of Texas at EI Paso. 

President Diana Natalicio has been a key player in EL PASO 2000, her community's 

See Universities, next page 



NEBRASKA 2000 Adopts PostseiM)ndai7 Ixlucation (unils 

Aspiirl ol NI-.HRASKA ihr sliilc has K'a)mc tirsl inlhco)unlr\ U> dcvclDp " 
pt)stsm>ndiry fducaliim go;ils. ITir goiiK'iirc adapted troni the six Nalion.il l-.ducaUon 
(rtuls. In l>rit-l. they are: 

I. All pDsLsecondarv students ready lt> li'arn; 

2 ( olle^e graduation rales suIIk lent to meet Nebraska needs; 

^ IH nionstraled o>in[x teney in ehalleiigihg sul>(ect-s at theenll^^'c kvel, 

4 NebrasLias among the \M>rld's Ksl in sejenee, niatheinatKN .iiid other 
siil>|eeLs neeess.irv lor gh»hal a>nigL'lilion, 

> I vrrv adult NebrasUn literate anlTaMe to eonifx le in a glotul eeononiy; 

^ l)rug,s .ind Mok nee out ol NthrasLi jx)slseeond;jry mstilutuMis 

•Wr Uheve it l^\^^v i{n[M>rtant that fx>sLst omdarv edueation instiluliuns. prinei- 
\u\\\ Ihrough tlu ir Uak hi r idui atiMp progr.trns pr(nid( su[)[K»rl to tfu N.ilimial goaK." 
^aid lUuK it st.ihl. ex(i uli\( diK^tornt tlu Nebraska ( (Hirdiriatiii^ ( oniniission t<^r 
|'Ms(sio»iKl.ifV I ilui .tiiMfi U( lUnbtliiM .ill I (^nd-irv idy. .iti'-ii in -lilutions 

should assuiUi ri sjxiiisjImIiI^ in a l»roadt r eoiiU a>. wt II 
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STAUNTON 2000 

On January 2B, U.S. Assistant 
Seavicgy of BMJcation Betsy Brand 
joinadU.S. RtpreosntaSvsJm OIn (D- 
VAfmiockxatkntbUBimsaneidvk: 
lea(is(sinStmjnlon,Wginm,9lffm 
tdckottatSTAiMTONSDOO. Thakick- 
olfmmakx3kpta»atRob0itE Lm 
HghSchoU 

'Wb'r»»KSngmAMERICA2000 
fxavidesan taocoefantwayofgetO^ 
smrtion'abasinamandoonmmify 
paoplaimch/«iinihaa(»Kalkml 
process,' aakiKa^\fiM<insi, vyhooo- 
chttfsSTAUNTONZOOO. mihepest 
se/matmomta, mhan/ewoikedhani 
tosas9e9StauHicif!sn»edem(ii:> 
fomnMBgoaisiorlhemn. 
also dsf/tiopiKia imnmvorkio&etia^tit 
fhosagoals.' 

StautOonisihaeaoondVigtia 
amwr^tofmmchafiAMmiCA 
2O00allait Memo fitCHMOND was 
iBOKhacHaslOctober. 
LAKE WORTH 2000 and 
GLADES 2000 

Over 300 peopie amended the 
kick-off of LAm WORTH 2000 and 
GtAOes 2000 {FJormet Lake 
WbtthHIgft School, February s. 
School superMendent Montce 
UNhom, school board t^satiman 
msem Qrehtm other conwwnfty 
and edu^rt leaders, teachers and 
(Oudentsjo&ied U.S. Deputy Secre- 
tary of Educa^nDm/kiKeama for 
ih6 event 

WNIe intake Worth High School, 
Deputy Secretary Keamsvisnad two 
magnet pro^ame— an Aerospa^ 
Science jmTC program, and a 
program emphasteing medkine and 
aiUed heaith professions. 



scbool reform initutive. ^'UIEPr wfaididriwtxriorctbin 80 percent of its tt^ 
firom El Piso County, already has a dose and coUegiai relaticDship with the local sdiools. 
In one example of tbeir renewed coUabontion, university Ciculty membeis work with the 
schools to help strengthen academic programs and better prepare students for ooUege-level 
work. 

Howard University. 

Located in Washington, D.C, the university is helping local high school students to meet 
Goal Four of the Natknul Education Goals, which calls for American studenti to be first in 
the worid in science and math adiievement by the year 2000. This summer, as part of the 
Upward Bound program, Howard University will offer an intensive six-week program of 
math and sdeooe for hi^ school students from the regioit 

New Mexico State University in Las Crocks. 

Dr. Tom Gale, Dean Emeritus of tiie university's college of arts and sciences was con- 
cerned that his city's schools were fiiiling to give students the education they need Dr. 
Gale joined forces wi& Mayor Tommy Tomlin and School Board Prtsiient PSatiy Duran 
and assembled a LAS CRUCES 2000 steering committee of more than 92 people, Ihey 
adopted the six National Education Goals, and are putting together six teams — one for 
eadi goal — to decide how to develop a community strategy. 

Califoniia State University, Sacnmento. 

President Donald R. Gerdi is working in partnership with two local school districts and 
community lervioe agencies to help at-risk students in West Sacramento. Hie tutoring, 
counselling, and staff training provkkd by the project is intended to boo^ 
fiormance of the students and to improve their chances for success after hig|i school 

Conunonity College of Rhode IslancL 

President Ed Liston's award-winning ''tech prep'* program is helping ibc state reach Na- 
tional Education Goal Number Five, which calls for Americans to be literate and to possess 
skills necessary to compete in a world economy. Tbe college has helped more ttian 20 
Rhode Island high schools put in {^ce a series of special courses in apf^ed science, math 
and communications. When students arrive at his college, Liston says, they are fiir better 
piepared and more focused on a career than Idds who come from vocational or general edu- 
cation tracks. 

VanderbOt University. 

Under Chancellor Joe Wyatt, researchers have come up with an iimovative way to help 
studoits bridge the gap between sdK>ol learning aixl learning in the ''real world.^ The 
research team has produced a series of interactive video productions, "^e Adventures of 
Juper Woodbury,^ which uses stories to present students with complicated, real-life 
mathematical problems in a form that is much more accessible than the traditional textbook 
word problem- It is currently being used by a number of states. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF... 

(JJNOISSOOO 

US. Sacmtary of Education Lsnm' 
Algmider piled HtKisG^^ 
aigarffi)ixtheklckaffofnjJNOfS 
2000, meslatd's BlfontoxhlMthB 

aty1t 

TttskmnnralhanalmcherMay 
towMjcGtsactM StuderfyfmdthB 

iheyrmdthBsuppcxtofUioH'oomnth 

Qcw(TwBig$f, vnhohmwcfiHeci 
2Q00inltig^$nnouno$Kiasts^^ 

stsl0Wki9onciatBBndl0gf9la^ 
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Ibward the National Education Goals 

From Mamt to Rhode Idand, many New En^andenm 
education reform in A«r communities and are organizing locaUy-driyen ^drts to ackies^ 
the National Education Goals. 

The communi&es featured Aisweekhaveall started Ae four-part process k> become 
AMERICA 2000 Commumdes. Simlar aciviies are going on througjhout New England 
as well as other communities throu^Kut the country. From time to time, theAMERlCA 
2000 Newsletter will feature other re^ons and higftlight their progress toward Ae 
National Education Goals. 
LEXINGTON T 30 {Massadiusetts) 

To tssim school leadincfts, Natiooil Education Goal One, Lexington leaden believe 
there must bea fonnal link between preacbool andkindergaiten, aid the town ia gathering 
data about atudenti in local preacbools to assist in placemeats. To address concerns about 
nxeting world class staodards, the town has launched a lesearcfa effort t> kam more about 
other countries' teadiing methodologies. A new elementary math pfogram is now in place 
and the town's elemratary and middle school science curricula have been tevamped [For 
SeeNewEnglandf next page 



AMERICA 2000 AND SCmOL FINANaNG 



During a recent AMERICA 2000 
conference in Washington, D.C., a 
question was raised about Ae impact cf 
ti^ budgets and AMERICA 2000. 
Following is how panelists responded: 
CatMe Zaxiinso, parent and small 
business owner (GRAND JUNCTION 
2000) Youdon'twantiD drain the funds 
of your school districts, and as, in the State 
of Colorado, we are facing extreme budget 
cuts with education.... [Yet] there arc 
things that have to be done.... 

We strongly believe that our education 
budget has to be for woridng with the Idds, 
j providing materials for them, [and] 
> providing teacher's salaries. We 
i [GRAND JUNCTION 2000 organizers] 
are in the process of Sling papers to form 
what we call a 51 Foundation — our 
district number is 51. Peojrfe in our 
community will be able to be contribute a 
mere $51 to that foundation and become a 
founding member, and that money will be 
used for the paperwork; for teachers' sub- 
pay if they are on a committee and need to 
meet 

There are ways to do that, and you have 
to really look at businesses and how they 



fiind son^ of their extra business 
activities...so it's possible, even in the great 
budget cuts that we're all fiidng. 

Bruno Manno, acting assistant secre- 
tary for policy and planning, U.S. 
Department of Education: [We need to 
look at]...wfacdier the resources [e.g., 
money] that we're putting into the system 
are going to the sorts of things that they 
should go to — then, related to that, 
whether there can't be a reallocation of 
resources within the system to support those 
pruritics that we think are important Tliat's 
one way into that question. Another way is 
to say...sure, there are some things that are 
worth more money. And probably the way 
into that question is not so much to ask for 
[the money] up front but to begin to change 
the system, aixi in the process of dianging 
the system, create a different kmd of output 
that attracts people. There is a real truism to 
the phrase, *X}uality attracts money." 

John T« Kaufflman, chairman and 
CEO, Pennsylvania Power and light 
Company (LEHIGH VALLEY 2000). 
...In the Lehigh Valley, we really have not 
solicited funds* [Our] effort has been done 
on a totally voluntary basis of people's time 



and effort, and we've had some 350 or 
400 people in the community involved. 

The few dollars that we've had to go 
out and solicit have been for a few 
things like breakfasts and things like 
that, but we aren't really getting money 
to do it It's volunteer time. 

I feel good about doing it that way, 
because I think too often groups decide, 
*Well, let's go get the money,** and then 
decide how are we going to spend the 
money, rather than getting at the 
objectives of the effort 

C»R. (Bob) Befl, president. Greater 
Omaha Chami>er of Commeroe 
(OMAHA 2000): I do not believe that 
[tight] funding has had any impact on us 
in Omaha, in regards to [orgwizing] 
AMERICA2000. I think that nsourccs 
— not all money — [can result] as 
business gets involved, as the federal 
government gets involved, as the local 
government gets involved, and so forth. 

But I do not see that a great impact 
will result by just stimulating money 
into the educational system...[to achieve] 
the AMERICA 2000 goals. 



NSWSM BRIEF, conOnuad 

FftBt Lmfy BMTbMn Bu$hVWtB 

MISSISSIPPI 2000 And WINONA 

2000 

first Barbara Bush snd 
Deputy US. S0cmt»y education 
Dm/id KMtmplnadQo^.lOtk 
R>r<Sc^(B)k>cal0du<mtor$, 
corrmimSykiedBrswHimao\^ 
about 700, fn ih0 kkk'^ of MtS^ 
SISStPm ZOOO wid WINONA 2000 
on F0bnmy 10. 

The WtriooA School District 
reportedly ranked mH)ng Vhi0 
poorest 10 percent oi school 
districts ki the $MSy 'We've gf^i^ 
sae oar sl^ts high 0wefegolrfg to 
gstwiyy¥here,^SMklQav,Fordlce. 
\MiUeln Wb)or)a, kbs. Bush reed to 
seme fwr^gwie<4s$s end 
helped students w^ s computer- 
based rptt. 1 haw come to cheer 
Mlsstssijf^l/sald Mrs. Buah, 
adding that WINONA 2000 Is 
"^ttktgansxanplefbrthestateof 
Mtes^tppl aid Ma entire country, ^ 
Mfss America Visits AJabama 

Aspmtofana/fonaHotarpnmotlr}g 
AMERICA 2000 and edacatfon 
fefonn, Carofyn SuzannsSapp, 
Miss America 1992, visited Btr^ 
mln^am* Alabama, forthefdckoff 
of SHELBY COUNTY 2000 on 
February 7. 

She vteftedCahaba Hel^ 
Emnentary School, wNch is one of 
three Jefferson CourOyschorMs that 
have l)een named fbtaSstsh the 
U.S. Department of Education's 
Bhie fUbbon Schooleprcgim. 

y^e can sohfa these pnMeme If 
we br^ them home^ rather tiian 
expect the federal government to 
sc^ve them. Miss SappsakL 



mofc infonDitkm^ coolict: Ricfaifd Bainct, Superintendent; Lexington PuUic Schools; 
1557 MiBUcfawetts Ave,; Lexington, MA 02173] 
FALL RIVER 2000 (Massachusetts) 

Id 1991, tfaree aiei organizitioni — tite Private lodustry Council, Chamber of Com- 
mace and the Fall River Area Planning Tuk Foioe — formed a coalition and held a major 
education oonfeeaoelaat June. Attended by oiore than 200 tawnipeopie,tbe group took a 
broad look at leformtng tbe public school system. Nine resulting subcommittees are now 
exploring reform »sucs including curriculum, parental and community involvtmeot, social 
and health services, school management and accountability, adult literacy and lifelong 
learning, early childhood development, teacher preparation and school assete. [Fbr more 
infomutk)n, contact John IL Correiio, Superintendent; Fall River Public Sdiods; 417 
Rock Skeet; FaU River, MA 027201 
DERRY 2000 (New Hampshire) 

Afier conducting a local survey on education, the subuiban community realized that ita 
stiidcals were not performing well and decided to capitUize on local parent and commu- 
nity support to completely reform its schools. One aspect of the Derry Plan" is optional 
year-iound schooling which operates on a 45/15 day cyde and utilizes a unhrersity 
spottoted math/acienoe/technology lab school Hie {Aan revoh^es around ten concepts 
widiin the framework of three areas — bcility, management, curriculum. [Formore 
infomution, contact David Brown, Superintendent; Derry Cooperative Sdiool District; 
18 South Main Street; Deny, NH 03038] 
MANCHE^TBR 2000 (New Hampshire) 

After doing a k)cal survey on education needs for tbe 21st century, the dty developed 
eight education goals wfaidi parallel tbe six National Education Goals. Active in tbe U.S. 
Department of Labor's scbod<to-work transition programs, the town intends to emphasize 
occupational awarmess, lifelong learning, communications skills and appreciation of the 
arts in its reform strategy. [For more information, contact Eugene Ross, Superintendent; 
Manchester Public Schools; 196 Bridge Street; Manchester, NH 03104] 
WARWICK 2000 (Rhode Isbuid) 

The core of Warwick's program is Goal Three, proficiency in the core subjects, and 
Goal Five, adult literacy and workforce competitiveaess. One of tbe major tfarusti of the 
town's reform efforts centers around developing a high performance school/business/ 
community partnership. [For more information, contact Henry Tulian, Superintendent; 
34 Warwick Lake Avenue; Warwick, RI 02889] 
FREEPORT 2000 (Maine) 

According to FreepcMt community leaders, reform efforts will emphasize technology and 
its uses in developing both ocHmnunicatioa and problem solving skills. Hie town also 
plans to promote fiimily literacy as a necessary component in helping with homeworic 
assignments and is also looking into the possibility of a middle school apprentioe program 
with the business commimity. [For more infiormation, contact Robert L. Lyman, Superin- 
tendent; Frecport Public Schools; 30 Main Street; Frecport, ME 04032] 
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WASHtmTON 2000 fdckMOtf 

sm» to istunch mAM&ilCA 20QQ 

ytifmi Governor Booth 
Qaniw (D) amcunpmf WASH- 
imTONeQ000aF9brumy29. 
The gcwmormidthtft h9 and 

c^ficwofThBBoefngCo^ wBi 
serve as ihshonomy CQ-cha^' 
nwn of thaWaahington state 
affort a Qw. JoatPritchard (R) 
\fmaa(vaasihamacutN»ciTsk' 
man. 

FRESNO 2000 Umchad 

Ofi Fattmty t6,Bmot>a- 
cama tha fysttxmmmin 
CaOfomia tolauachmmeRtCA 

2000 mathmvmMmoff<>f 

FRESNO COUNTY mo, 6acra- 
taty tJimarAlaxahttariokiad 
Frasno Counfy SchoolMia 
afnctafs, /l*9jwX«wi Humphrey 
an<i(merl?uab0s^anacomimh 
nityteadetsMBatiiam ■ 

' pfa^ mhaik F^^ 
aufiatmh<mM0mob,raaki.^^ ^ 

AMmKSA^ap*0(!tfrM 



join m mSdnaimma^ldi^, 
de»i^ihbaducatk)hat program, 
andaaacomptJi^tmakai^ 

HOUSTON 2000/rB(A$2000 

SacteUuyAtexancfae joined 
Houston Mayof BtA> Lanier P) 
andomerHomxi cMc, tmfnaae 
and adxtatkmfaadataai March 3 
tot me kicfuOfaf GREATBi 
HOUSTON 2000, 

The annomKemem took place 
atakjn(^iaonatheFOrumCMj 
of Houston. Bartfermiheday, 
S9c.Alw(ancf»ioinadkia(toFsaf 
more than a dozen COMMUNfTY 
2O00 efforts in tha Houston area 
tore NASA/Psatrmsfn&paG^ 
AMERICA 2O00 ratly. Comrrmi- 
ties rapresanted vveta: tha Wood- 
lands, Rmyan, Tomt>a», Katy, 
Santa Fa, AMn, Gooee Crealr, 
Nixth Forest, HoHitxook, Sunbelt' 
mington Charniier of Commerce, 
La Porte, Texas CSy, Oichmson, 
andLaMatqua. 

OnMarchS, TEXAS2000ma 
offidaltybmchecl whan the mtt 

See News, continuad 
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686 Teams Submit NASDC Designs 

Netriy 700 design teams bom 49 atatcs have r^ponded to the New American Schools 
Development Cotporation's (NASDC) request Sot proposals (RFP) to create new, break- 
tbeHnoldscfaods. Deadline for submksfem was Fcbmaiy 14 

As many as 30 of the competing teams arc expected to receive oQc-ycar design contracts 
for up to $3 million &om NASDC, a private, non-profit organization, created in July 1991, 
to underwrite dcsigm tot sdxx^ that will readi the National Education Goals and worid 
dass stuxlards in the five core subjects. 

ISefoie wc have given away one single pamy," said NASDC Chairman Tbomis Kcan, 
*\ve have sparked an unprecedented collabowtive process, aU across the nati^ 
of American education's bri^itest people.'' 

The teams which submitted proposals gcncndly were collaborations of partners from 
business and industry, K-12 educatkm, state and local govenmients, hig|i technology 
ooDoems, foundations and thniktuoks. Included were: 

▲ 240 sdxx>l systems and school boards; 

▲ 226 business partners, representing both major corporations, regional and small 
bosfaiesses; 

A 140 colleges and universities; 

▲ 136 think tanks, associations or foundations. 

By state, California groups submitted the most proposals (93), followed by New York 

(48), New Jersey (33) and Tern (30> 
IWlowing the first year design work, about half of die sdccted teams wiU the^ 

for two-year contracts to test their ideas in real school settings. In the final phase of 
NASDC's program, design team members will provide assistuice to communities who 
want to adapt the designs and put them in place in their own schools, resulting m tens of 
thousanck of New American Schools across the country. 

**We have had many promising reform efforts in this country over the last 15 yeais,** 
Kean said, 1>ut no one has ever mounted a design team and dissemination approach this 



See NASDC, nextpage 
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mwting of the TEXAS 2000 

Texas beconm the 35th ^^tp 
launch mAmmCA2O0Qmenve, 

ties, the Cffdtrict cf Cokiwbie, and 
AmenoanSuma. 
FAIfiBORN2000 Uovea Ahead 

A/tor adoptir^ the Naifonal 
EcHKsttoniSicmlsUiemtjfNwm- 
ber, Faktxm Ot^i^ weO mder- 
wsy In dm^ek)^ He AMBBtCA 
2000stmtegof. AcQ^^ 

heai}riifyc^tHMi^^ 
shfpe^e^mti^^ '■' ■ 
echpof 

teacher wmMhctgtbiw^^ as 

toenaHi^M^^ 
andstiktehtbehm^ 

kfaddhhntathebwineee 
pmteft^p«fFa^^ m 
studying fmaO^ cmkfMax^ed 

hcf^ communftyji^^ 
cant>ahmkdU 
HdadSiattfii^ 
sysimtplmeicfhe^ 

cftikfmammffmm^if^^ 
chndrm¥mhand6s^ 

Congmsaman D$mHdt>$on 0^, 
Faltf)mC^$ 

dent ^epheh Sctd^m^c^ 
buebieee and education fea^^ 
the cammity ham pMged their 

supponforfAffmomsooo, 



The fVriwn community ha$ 
donealmtwidouefobiiwori^ 
together 10 dewfop an edu^on 
sitraSegy for IheMMe* said ft^. 
Hobeon. 'Thmgh strong leader- 
$h^ Fairbdm has txOta coopem* 
tiveeffortthroughoathecomnKh 
r^^anw^g educators, parents, 
buektese km/are and senior 
dtfzeivs.'" 

Dayton and MkkSetown Jofrt 

AUEHtCA2000 

OhFiibnmySXt^DSputySeore' 
tiiryDmildHi^^ imviriedto Gfifo 
fxtheJamchofOAYrmzooo 
andhmm^ 

. : : ■ ohkim^effHft^m^ : 

Vdkki^ 0iXSta^ Bducg^ 
BuperMa^^ Ted Simiers and 
other conmmifyfeadm 
£%^i(jeM mshiskta 
MesKhmtiiefi^S 

BoehnariSihoafBdmdfitsetdent 
Judy Thorn and 
^jpefMmdml^^ 
Hk^ffactMtm 

fnscdp^Jim^l^^ 

hcBicomiifmtSm^^^^^ 

thoseg^ 

Sahdm am "mh Wmdeta of 
thecofi^^ 
workkigto^^ 
goafsandwmwi^f^^f^^ 

whatanOHtO^OOQ, anAMEftfCA 



siBiimfri, anri flib comptdwiivc. Our 
hope is to build on the good that has 
alivady been done, but to go fiu beyond 
and into the arraa of true syslunic 
change,^ 

NASDC held a series of bat oonfer- 
eaon last fidl to scdc ii^ut in fonning die 
request bt pcoposal for the design teams. 
Mote than 2,000 people attended. The 
resulting RFP sought pfopoMk OD 
curriculum, world class staodatda, teadier 
traming, student motivation, parental and 
community invotvement; the rq;ulatory 
eoviionment of the sdiool, sdiod's or 
system's idationsUpi to other systema, 
and the restructuring of the scfaod^ 
organizatioa, finances and admiiiistratioa 

In making the anpoupocinBPt^Kean said 
that NASDC will begin evatuatiiig the 
proposals later tim month. Knai selection, 
said Kean, wiD be based on the likelihood 
that the design toam ideas win help 
students reach world daaaataodards — 
and on the pcmivedpolootisl for wide- 
spread applkatioQ and ref^kalioc. 

AcoorcUng to Gov. Kean, the $200 
million that NASDC plans to have 
availaUe for design and diwcminstion will 
fund only a &actiott of the proposals 
received. ''Ihatvrill leave many strong 
design team bids unfimdedy be sail "^ut 
many teams have ii^caied that they are 
resolute in finding other fondhig for their 
ideas if they are not sttooesa&d witti 
NASDC" Ksan said diat NASDC 
ofBdals are also exploring WBys to work 
with Cie most promising of diose teains 
that the corporation is not aUe to fond — 
to help them identify and secure the 
resources to continue their work. 

NASDC's selection proocM will be 
completed and fonding for design teams 
will be announced by May 31, 1992, 
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AMERICA 2000 Communh 
ties and Choice 

During a recent AMERICA 2000 con- 
ference in Washington, D.C., a question 
was raised about how comrrvjni^es 
v^re dealing with the schod choice 
issue. 

Jeannie Baiiles, Chairperson for Vir- 
ginia Literacy Foundation (METRO 
RICHMOND 2000): 

We said, ^Choice isontfie table, just 
like everything else. " We told the super- 
intendents that ft was going to be...and 
we had conferences with them...their 
response..., *We believe In tremendous 
flexibility and choice. Wed like to offer 
choice to our students, too. There are 
different degrees of choice. "...To ignore 
it or to say you're 100 percent for it, I 
tNnK are extremes that are probabty 
going to get you in trouble, tDecause it 
needs to be discussed and dissected, in 
accordance to your community's needs. 
Joe Krier, president, Greater San 
Antonio Chamber of Commerce 
(SAN ANTONIO 2000): 

Every community is unque.... We're 
going to push choice forward in our 
community, but if It becomes an insur- 
mountaUe hurdle, we're not going to let 
that stop what we're doing. Well just 
put it aside, move onto other tNngs, 
come back to ft... You carmoi le t the 
public educa^ community run this 
program. You've got to ask them in 
and you've got to keep them informed, 
but...l'm saying reach out..to the 
parents...empk>yers or empioyees... 
neighborhood actjvists...[E]ven though 
we've got good, welHntentkx^ed, hard- 
working people in pMk: education, you 
and I know we're not get^ng.. Jesuits.. Jt 
is going to be hard, sweaty, nasty, oon- 
frontational wo(k before its all over....lfs 
not really fair to judge the success of 
this prog^ until we kxjkback in about 
five years and say, 'Have we really 
made dramatic differenceT* So be pre- 
pared. You're going to have to pick 
some fights.... 

Rita Moniz, Professor of Political Sci- 
ence and Women's Studies, Univer- 
sity of MassachusettB-Dartmouth 
(FALL RIVER 2000): 

I'd like to share some information in 
terms of a resource for chokx. Fall 
River, Massachusetts, was the first city 
in the United States to desegregate 
vduntafily on the basis of English as a 
first language. 

In that desegregation plan, it included 
magnet schools and choice, and we are 
on our fifth year of an implemented 
choice program.... The riame of the per- 
sen you shodd write to for inhrmation 
isJm Wallace, at 41 7 Rock Street, Fail 
River, Massachusetts 02720..Jt may 
help you devise some stralegies tp 
front as you move through the choice 
issue in your community. 
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States, Communities Giving Families 
More School Options 

In discussing AMERICA 2000, President Bush frequently refers to the need "toprovide 
middle and low income families the same control over choice of schools that wealthier 
people already have. " The President's FY93 budget request includes a half billion dollars 
in grants to help states and communities create "opportunity scholarships, " a G.L Bill for 
Children— federal dollars matching state or local dollars to provide scholarships of up to 
$1,000 that would support the education of middle and low income students at any lawfully 
operating school . 

More states are giving parents more options. School choice is being considered by 
mwiy states and communities across the country as a local tool for major education 
refonn. According to the CenUr for Choice inEducation (U.S. Department of Education), 
13 states have enacted choice laws (including public school choice, vouchers, etc.), to date. 

Following are excerpts from discussions about choice during several recent AMERICA 
2000 Daily Conference CaUs [Call (202) 736-2300, 11:55 am, EDT weekdays]. 

ownership. When you combine that with 
cmpowement — the ability of a commit- 
tee of educators, parents and community 



Choice Helps Build Ownership 

Deborah McGriff, Superintendent, 
Detroit Public Sdiools. When she took the 
job as superintendent in July, Dr. McGriff 
said that her number one priority was to 
expand educational choice for Detroit's 
parents and students 

...When I arrived in July we had approxi- 
mately 30 city-wide chcace programs,..and 
Tve given people an opportunity to submit 
proposals to us for additional choice schools. 
[Recently] we submitted to the Board of 
Education 45 new additional proposals for 
choice schools. We're looking forward to 
providing to parents as many of thoscoptions 
as possible, beginning in September *92. 

We don't see chcaceas a panacea, but 
we think when you comlnne chcace with a 
school that has a specific theme and 
educational philosophy, that helps to build 



leaders to come together to solve problems 
— then you're going to have exciting 
student achievement. 

Choice must be given not only to 
parents and students, but also to teachers 
and other educators. You must match 
educational philosophy and skills with the 
programs that you are going to deliver in 
school buildings,... 
Choice Means Empowerment 

Ellen Sauerbrey, Maryland House 
Minority Leaden Del. Sauerbrey has 
introduced two school choice bills in the 
Maryland legislature —one for low- 
income students, the other to relieve 
overcrowding. 

SeeChoicey next page 



ACCO RDING TO THE AMERICAN LEGISIATIVE EXCHANGE COUNCIL: 

▲ In total, more than 36 stat^ arc currently engaged In some type of 
activity relating to public or private school choice — e.g., pending legisla- 
tion, task force recommendations promoting choice, etc. 

▲ At least 20 states are considering specillc legislative measures on 
pubUc/private school choice, and several other states will Introduce choice 
measures when their legislative sessions begin- 

▲ At least 10 states have acted on, or are considering proposals, to 
pemilt the use of taxpayer money for private school ti don. 

A Legislators In Arkansas. Colorado. Iowa, Massachusetts, Minnesota, 
Ohio and Utah have already enacted statewide open enrollment legislation. 
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...One bill would eUminatc or reduce 
construction costs of new schods by using 
existing classroom space in non-public 
schools... [providing choice] on a purely 
voluntary basis.. ..It would be less costly 
than the cuirent system » because the 
voucher in this case would be set at a 

NEWS IN BRIER.. 

Nevada!^ 

Nevada Governor in 
Las Vegas March 9 forihe kick-off 
pi NEVADA 2000, m st&te'$. 
strategy to:ach{0V0iih0:s^^^^ 
Education. Goals. \JhiNB/ADA 
2000 effort is chaired bjf^Neyada 
First lady Seim^Mlterr.mi ;Ann • 
Lynchjormer president 
National PTA,. serves as vice 
chaiiman. 

The kick-off of NEVADA 2000 
began witti two morning work- 
shops forstateleaders^^Paneltsts 
fnciuded. several, educeithn offi- 
cials, business leaders and two 
high s€^ooi3tudent$^:?Ey.ery 
community, every city and county, 
has to be a part of this effort " 
Sandy f^iller said 'With all due 
respect, m govemor;n^^ 
turey na single set of lesf sl&tive 
actors or appropnathns can make 
the difference: We need to make 
the difference;'' 

PteskJent Busti also p^rthipated 
in the announcement, phoning 
Governor Miller during the ldckk>ff 
event 



maximum of 75 percent of the per pupil 
cost of educating the student in the 
county.... 

The other bill is really aimed at the low- 
income children... .It would allow the 
parents a voucher to attend a private 
school. And again* it is a money saver for 
our state... .The voucher proposed would 
be 50 percent of the state's current cost, 
which would mean something under 
$i»600 per child...[T]he average for the 
parochial system in Baltimore City is 
$l,800....That money...could then be used 
for better conditions in public schools... 
[Ch(»ce] would provide some 
competition...to force some change in 
intercity schools... .The poorest families 
have the least choice...so this would give 
them some economic empowerment... 
Choice Takes Time to SeU 

Tom Feeney, Florida State Represen- 
tative. Rep. Feeney *s bill defeated in 
the Florida legislature in mid-February — 
has been chosen by the American Legisla- 
tive Exchange Council (ALEC) as the 
prototype choice law. 

...Choice is a concept that is going to 
take some time to sell....We think we [in 
Horida] arc going to have some form of 
choice very quickly.. ..As in many states, 
we have some unique constitutional 
problcms....[W]c have a provision in our 



constitution that guarantees every student 
a free public education; we also say 
constitutionally that no funds [go]...to any 
religious institution. So wc may ulti- 
mately have to have a constitutional 
referendum, not just for political reasons, 
but because of legal reasons. 
Choice Is Evolutionary 

Gerard Kosinski^ Pennsylvania State 
Representative Rep. Kosinsici was the 
author of a choice bill that garnered 
national attention last December before it 
was defeated on a constitutional issue. 

...[Choice] was probably the most 
controversial measure that Pennsylvania 
tackled in years.... [The House and Senate 
bills] allowed for school choice in three 
ways. In public school choice it would 
allow parents to put their children in any 
other public school in [their home] 
district.. .space available. Tlie second way, 
choice would zdlow parents to put the 
child in the school outside their school 
district.. ..The most controversial measure 
was.., going to allow up to 5900 per child 
to be used at private schools....It is an 
evolutionary process. We feel we may not 
be able to get [school choice] this year but 
definitely within the next few years.. .in 
order to make the public school system 
compete and become better for it. 



, Wisconsin Supreme Court Rules on Choice 



The Wisconsin Supreme Court ruled March 3 that the staters school choice 
law does not violate the state constitution. 

The program, enacted in 1989, permits up to 1.000 poor Milwaukee children 
to attend private, non-sectarian schools at public expense, capped at $2,500. 

"It was a shot In the arm. ..the boost they needed." sadd Wisconsin state 
legislator Polty Williams (D), who sponsored the choice legislation. "Now we 
have a case tested all through the courts, one that withstood all challenges. 
The court afllnned that parents have the right to have decision- making over 
what happens to their own children." 
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AMERICA 2000: One Year Later 

by Lamar Alexander, US. Secretary of Education 



AMERICA 2000 will have its first birthday April 18. 
Just one year ago President Bush launched a strategy to help 
America, community by community, reach six ambitious 
National Education Goals by the turn of the century. The 
President and the nation's Governors had agreed on the goals 
after the education smnmit in Charlottesville. 

AMERICA 2000 has helped to establish a radical new 
agenda for rethinking our educational system from top to 

''AMERICA 2000 has helped to 
establish a radical new agenda 
for rethinking our educational 
system from top to bottom.^' 

bottom, and the U.S. Department of Education has become 
the sparkplug for that change. 

AMERICA 2000 is not a seven-second soundbite and 
won^t have instant results. Most of it is about helping 
Americans do things for themselves, in their own families, 
schools and hometowns. 

But there is new energy and a new agenda and an inevi- 
table sort of momentum developing. Here are some of the 
most important things that have happened during this first 
year 

L More people saying **the Nation's at risk, so I may be, 
too" — ^While not often on the front pages or at the top of 
the evening news, education is more often seen as the 
solution to what is at the top of the news. George Gallup 
says Americans think nothing is more important for the 
next 25 years than having the best education system in the 
world. Education has become the national worry. 

2* AMERICA 2000 Communities— Led by both Demo- 
crat and Republican Governors, 43 states and more than 
1,100 coEomunities are mobilizing under the AMERICA 
2000 banner to reach the six National Education Goals. 
Over 86 of Maine's 184 communities are MAINE 2000 
communities. MEMPHIS 2000 has 800 persons working 
on task forces to find ways to reach the goals, develop 
progress reports, and create a New American School. 



AMERICA 2000 helps give shape to an emerging 
education movement that will be for America in the 1990s 
what the civil rights movement was in the 1960s. 
3« World-class standards and new curriculum frame- 
works — ^The National Council on Education Standards 
and Testing and the National Education Goals Panel have 
moved rapidly to help create a consensus about what 
children should know and be able to do in order to live, 
work and compete in today's world. The National 
Academy of Sciences is coordinating the development of 
standards for the sciences; UCLA is coordinating history. 
The work in English, geography, the arts and civics is 
about to begin. I see math teachers learning the new 
standards in virtually every school I visit States — with 
our help — are accelerating efforts to change curriculum 
frameworks to incorporate these new world-class stan- 
dards. 

4. American Achievement Tests — ^There is a new consen- 
sus about the need for and the shape of a voluntary 
national examination system so that parents and conunu- 
nities can know how their schools and kids are doing. In 
just one year the question has become not whether to do 
it, but how best to do it 

5. September Goals Report — ^In 1991 , Governors and the 
Achninistration published the first annual September 

''AMERICA 2000 is about help- 
ing Americans do things for 
themselves^ in their own families, 
schools and hometowns.^' 

Goals Report measuring the nation's and each state's 
progress toward the six National Education Goals, Each 
year these reports will be increasingly powerful engines 
for change. 

6. New American Schools — The New American Schools 
Development Corporation formed, raised over $45 
million, and received nearly 700 pn3posals from design 

See One Year Later, next page 
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teams that want to help cx)inmunities create their own 
"break-the-mold" schools. Minnesota has authorized the 
creation of deregulated charter schools, a sort of indepen- 
dent public school Other states, including Califcxnia, 
Colorado, Connecticut, and Michigan, are considering 
similar proposals. 

7. More school options for parents — ^This year 10 more 
states gave parents mcxe choices of the schools their 
children attend as a way to unleash competitive forces to 
unprove all schools. The President proposed a half billion 
dollar program to help states create their own GI Bill for 
Children, $1000 scholarships that would follow the 
children of middle- and low-income families to any 
lawfully operating school. 

8. Flexibility for teachers-Ohio, Texas, and 12 other states 

''AUthe Governors of both parties 
set the National Education GoalSy 
and almost all are involved in the 
AMERICA 2000 partnership.' 



One Ymr Later, continued 



have given state commissioners of education broad 
authority to free from regulation schools that set high 
goals and produce results. The President wants Congress 
to do the same with federal funds. 

9. Money— Education is the President's No. 1 federal 
budget priority, including record inaeases for Head Start, 
for grants and loans that help families pay for college, and 
for university research and development Much of the 
new funding proposals support the agenda for radical 
change: New American Schools, standards and testing, 
choices for families, flexibility. 

10. A bi-partisan spirit— All the Governors of both parties 
set the National Education Goals, and almost all are 
involved in the AMERICA 2000 partnership. In turn, 
STATE and COMMUNITY 2000 efforts include educa- 
tors at every level because nothing will change in educa- 
tion unless it changes inside the classroom. 

Disappointments? I wish AMERICA 2000 had an hour on 
television every day, and two hours on radio to carry the 
message. After all, in the end what we are trying to do is to 
help people rethink their attitudes and ways of doing things. 

^^Disappointments? I wish 
AMERICA 2000 had an hour on 
television every day, and two hours 
on radio to carry the message.^' 

And I am disappointed in the failure, so far, to achieve the 
same bi-partisan consensus with Congress that we have with 
Governors. There have been a few important areas of 
cooperation. The National Council for Education Standanls 
and Testing included members of Congress. Congress 
appropriated $100 million for AMERICA 2000, but Con- 
gress can't seem to agree on how to spend it. The President 
wants to give teachers more flexibility, to help communities 
create New American Schools, and to give families mare 




choices of schools. Yet the Congress cannot bring itself to 
support this much change, 

''And I am disappointed in the fail- 
urCy so far, to achieve the same bi- 
partisan consensus with Congress 
that we have with Governors.^' 

During the past year I have spent about half my days in 
schools and communities helping to begin AMERICA 2000 
efforts. What I see is usually inspiring—families, students, 
and teachers straining to fit out-dated school structures and 
community attitudes with a world that has changed dramati- 
cally: 

▲ Math teachers retraining to teach to vasUy different 
standards; 

▲ Decatur, Georgia, raising $1 million a year to help 
children outside the schools so they can learn while they 
are inside; 

▲ Murfreesboro, Tennessee, opening all its elementary 
schools 12 hours a day and in the summer to fit needs of 
working families; 

▲ In Minnesota, a kindergarten m a bank, a school in a 
shopping mall, and a school for teenage mothers in a 
corporate headquarters; 

- 51 
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A In Deny, New Hampshire, plans for a year-round school 
that includes the Alan B. Shepard School of Math and 
Science; 

"Owr goals for this next year are 
to double the number of 
AMERICA 2000 communities, to 
help those communities succeed, 
to move ahead with world class 
standards and the national exami- 
nation system, to launch the first 
wave of design teams creating 
New Americans Schools, to push 
more decision nmking into the 
hands of teachers and school 
leaders, and to place more school 
choices into the hands of parents," 

A. Milwaukee, giving poor families more of the same 
choices of schools wealthier families already have, includ- 
ing private schools; 
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A. Louisville, Kentucky, saving money by giving school 
principals the right to acquire electrical services and air 
conditioning somewhere other than the central mainte- 
nance system; 

A Balderas School in Fresno, California, with evening 
classes for Hmong, Cambodian, Laotian and Spanish- 
speaking parents so those parents can understand what 
their children arc learning; 

A Hispanic first graders in the Bronx learning English on 
cOTiputers so they can improve their math scores. 
Standards are higher. Children are growing up differently. 

School systems and ways of thinking are atrociously out of 

date. And most adults are finding we need to go back to 

school ourselves. 
It is harder today to be a teacher, to be a student, to be a 

^^The best way I can think of to 
show the world the best in us is 
AMERICA 200a-<i national 
movement^ community by commu- 
nity y to create the best schools in 
the world for our children. 

parent More of us are gradually realizing that radical change 
in our schools, rather than business as usuaU will be neces- 
sary if we arc to reach the ambitious education goals by the 
end of the century. And it is also dawning on more of us that 
there will also have to be radical change in our attitudes 
outside our schools, within our families and in our own 
communities. Schools must become better, but that means 
changing communities, too. It's hard for a school to be a 
better place than the community it serves. 

Our goals for this next year are to double the number of 
AMERICA 2000 communities, to help those communities 
succeed, to move ahead with world class standards and the 
national examination system, to launch the fu^ wave of 
design teams creating New Americans Schools, to push i^ore 
decision making into the hands of teachers and school 
leaders, and to place more school choices into the hands of 
parents. 

More than anything, we want to give more energy and 
visibility to the need for really radical change in our schools 
and in our attitudes toward education — all of which begins 
with helping even more individuals come to their own v 
conclusion that "The Nation's at risk, so I might be, too.*' 

A few weeks ago Russia's new education minister came by 
the U.S. Department of Education to learn about our schools. 
I said, *TJut we should learn from you as well. American 
eighth graders were 14th in math and 13th in science 
scores — nearly last — in international comparisons last month. 
Russian children were ahead of ours.*' 

He replied, **But you were not 13th in democracy." 

Most of the world is now ready to try the American way of 
life, to follow our example. They know we have more 
advantages than any other country. The best way I can think 
of to show the world the best in us is AMERICA 2000 — a 
national movement, community by community, to create the 
best schools in tlie world for our children. A 
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Forty-three states, <he District of Columbia, American Samoa, Puerto Rico and 
more than 1,100 communities are mobilizing AMERICA 2000 initiatives. 
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Kivkolt Date 


ALABAMA 


Guy Hunt (R) 


October 31. 1991 


ALASKA 


Walter Hickel (I) 


October 17, 1991 


AMERICAN SAMOA 


Peter Coleman (R) 


August 30. 1991 


ARIZONA 


Fife Symington (R) 


December 12. 1991 


ARKANSAS 


Bill Clinton (D) 


March. 18.1992 


CALIFORNU 


Pete Wilson (R) 


April 10, 1992 


COLORADO 


Roy Ron^ (D) 


June 17, 1991 


DELAWARE 


Michael Castle (R) 


September 19. 1991 


DIST. of COLUMBIA 


Sharon Pratt Kelly (D) 


December 19. 1991 


GEORGIA 


Zell Miller (D) 


October 18, 1991 


HAWAII 


Jolui Wailiee (D) 


January 28, 1992 


ILLINOIS 


Jim Edgar (R) 


Febniary 11, 1992 


INDIANA 


Evan Bayh (D) 


October 1. 1991 


IOWA 


Terry Branstad (R) 


October 27, 1991 


K/VNSAS 


Joan Finney (D) 


October 29. 1991 


I OD IS IAN A 


Edwin Edwards (D) 


September 9, 1991 


MAINE 


John McKeman (R) 


Septembers, 1991 


MARYLAND 


William Schaefer(D) 


Septen^S, 1991 


NL\SSACinJSETTS 


William Weld(R) 


October 24, 1991 


MICHIGAN 


Jolin Engler (R) 


November 13, 1991 


^MINN'ESOTA 


Ame Carlson (R) 


September 12, 1991 


ImISSISvSIPPI 


KirkFordice(R) 


Febniary 10, 1992 


^MISSOURI 


Jolin AslKTot't(R) 


October 29, 1991 


MONTANA 


Stan Stephens (R) 


December 11, 1991 


s NEBRASKA 


Ben Nelson (D) 


Septembers, 1991 


NP3VADA 


Bob Miller (D) 


March 9, 1992 


NEW HAMPSHIRE 


Judd Gregg (R) 


December 17, 1991 


NFW TERSEY 


Jaines Florio (D) 


April 13, 1992 


\FW MFXICO 


Bruce King (D) 


October 7, 1991 


NORTH CAkOl ISA 


James Martin (R) 


September 27, 1991 


NORTH DAKOTA 


George Sinner (D) 


To Be Scliedulcd 


^OHIO 


George Voinovich (R) 


November 25. 1991 


' OKLAHONLV 


Dave Walters (D) 


December 19, 1991 


OREGON 


Barhara Roberts (D) 


August 22. 1991 


PENNSVLVANL\ 


Robert Casey (D) 


October 18, 1991 


PUERTO RICO 


R. Hemandez-Colon (PDF) 


To Be Scheduled 


SOUTH DAKOTA 


George Mickelson (R) 


Decembc^r 19, 1991 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


Carro^ll Campbell (R) 


November 2C\ 1991 


TENNESSEE 


Ned McWtierter (D) 


Octobx^r 25, 1991 


TEXAS 


Ann Richards (D) 


March 5, 1992 


UT/UI 


Norm Bangerter (R) 


December 10, 1991 


VERMONT 


Howard Dean (D) 


September 20, 1991 


VIRGINU 


Douglas Wilder (D) 


To BeScl>eduled 


WASHINGTON 


Booth Gardner (D) 


February 28, 1992 


WISCONSIN 


Tommy Tliompson (R) 


November 21. 1991 


WYOMING 


Mike Sullivan (D) 


June 21, 1991 
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Who Talks.... 

The AMERICA 2000 Daily 
Conference Call has featured 
education leaders from 47 states and 
the District of Columbia, including: 
A Klcctcd Offidals: 16 governors, 
three mayors, four U.S. Represen- 
tatives, one U.S. Senator and eight 
state legislators. 
A Educators: Eight college and 
university presidents, 14 chief 
state school officers, 40 school 
superintendents, 20 principals and 
seven teachers. 
A Business and Ci\ic Leaders: 
Examples include: chief executive 
officers of major corporations, 
local and national U.S. Chamber 
representatives. 

Conference Call Quotables.... 
A HD Reform Is Nonpartisan; 
**We*re totally detennined to keep 
[AMERICA 2000 and the 
National Education Goals] on a 
non-pardsan basis. We have to do 
that in order to succeed...." 
President George Bush, 9/4/91 
A High Expectations: "I think the 
greatest gift you can give to other 
human beings is to have high 
expectations out of them. And I 
think that's one of the problems — 
that we have not expected much 
out of them....'* 
John FloreZy White House 
IniticUive on Educational 
Excellence for Hispanic Ameri^ 
cans, 9/23/91 
k. Communities Make Safe 
Sch(K>ls: "Everyone in the 
community.. .not the parents 
alone... must coalesce around 
having a safe environment... If 
youngsters arc afraid to walk to 
schools through unsafe 
neighboihoods...we'rc not going 
to achieve the goals in 
school... becau.se ihey'rc 
thinking. ..they've got to return 
through that same unsafe area...." 
Franklin L. Smith, siipcnnten- 
dent/chief state school officer, DC 
Public Schools, 10/16/91 
4 Tcacliin^ Moans Comniitincht: 
"A teacher should be very 
concerned about the child and the 
individual....! tliink Dr. King felt 
I hat all human beings could be 
great if they decided they wanted 
(0 serve, because he said, 'To be 
great is to serve.'" 
Mrs. CoreUa Scott King, 1/15/92 
See QuotalAes, next page 
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AMERICA 2000 Dafly Conference 
Call Passes Six-Month Mark 

Education innovators across the country have been featured on more than 140 segments 
of the AMERICA 2000 Daily Conference Call since its launch on September 4. The call, 
usually hosted by Secretary Lamar Alexander, is comiticted weekdays at 11:55 a.m. 
Callers dial (202) 736-2300 to listen to a five-minute, live discussion about various 
aspects of education reform. Following is a sampling of education innovations discussed 
during the call. 

Minnesota Mall Site of Break-the-Mold School 

Leila Anderson, superintendent, Bloomington Public Schools, on a new system of 
five break*the-mold schools scheduled to open in a local shopping mall, covering pre- 
school through adult education for mail employees and nearby communities: The mall 
has resources that I think public schools cannot duplicate.. ..We can take our students over 
to the mall, work hand in hand with the business partners. ..then we would move to adults 
who would be the second program component whei-e we ha\'e employees who would need 
some training and employers who could partner with us." 
Kentucky Sets Sights on World Cluiis Standards 

Dr. Thon^as Boysen, commissioner of education, Frankfort, on new assessment 
procedures in Kentucky which arc results-oriented — the state sets 'learning outcomes" and 
the individual schools determine how to deliver instruction: **I think what we have here is 
people looking in the rear view mirror instead of through the win .'shield. Tliey are looking 
back at standards and assessments that I think in many cases trivialized learning and were 
in some cases the enemy of teaching. When you view assessment as an expression of 
world class standards, the kind of learning students need to be able to masterin order to 
succeed in life, it*s a different experience." 
Illinois Community Focuses on Lifelong Learning 

Dr, Len Sirotzki, director, Dupage-Kane Educational Service Center, VVlieaton, on 
the creation of local partnerships ranging from the public library, to the local junior college, 
to the park district to promote lifelong leanung community- wide: "What we liave been 
doing for the last year is lookat learning in the most compi"ehcnsive way....[W]e are 
working with families of children between (he ages of 0 imd 5. and... we are working wiih 
our senior citizens in programs like GEDs for seniors only.. ..We're trying to lake in life- 
long and life-wide [learning]." 
Florida Businesses Help Create Satellite Schools 

Octavio Visiedo, superintendent, Dade County ScIuk)Is, on six new experimental 
schools in the area which were crcjated in partnership with local business: "We started 
what we call our satellite schools. ..[for example] a satellite school with American Bankers 
Insurance Group where they built part of the facility and we have our teachers there on 
location.. ..Parents are allowed, in fact encouraged, to have lunch with their children. We 
also provide day care facilities before and after [school] and we're trying to add parent 
components to the group where they can have time to .«^tudy and be trained together..." 
California Calculus Teacher Help.s Low-Ineonie Kids l^xcel 

Jaime Escalante^ Sacramento school teacher, whose story was (he basis of the film. 
Stand and Deliver, on his success at teaching Advanced Placement calculus to students in 
an East Los Angeles high school: "[Klids...have a negative image about mathematics, 
especially algebra, because we do not jemphasize the subject at the elementary level... (or 
that] doing mathematics is fun....[In Sacramento, we] follow a fonnula which reads that 

See Conference Call, next page 
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Quotables, continued 

A Change Is Sweeping Educa- 
tion: "...[0]nc of the things that 
is so exciting...that*s sweeping 
education today is that some 
people who have been maybe 
cynical about some of these 
ef foils in the past are finally 
getting swept up in it" 
Gov. John Engler, Lansing, 
Michigan, 11/12/91 

A Refonn Must Be Wortli the 
Money: "People are saying that 
we don't mind spending money 
on school... [rcfomi] but we want 
to know that the end product is 
worth the money." 
Bud Burke, president, Kansas 
StaU Senate, 1/22/92 

A S tarting from Sera tell : 

"[Bteak-the-mold] is what is so 
exciting abouL.. stalling from 
scratch.... What if we didn't take 
for granted 21 Idds and a teacher 
sitting in four walls 180 days a 
year from 9 in the morning until 
3 in the afternoon...? 
Chester K Finn, Vanderbilt 
University, 10/4/91 

A Turning Kids on to Learning: 
"The common denominator 
[when] dealing with the kids who 
have been turned off, is that we 
get them turned on to living 
fir3t...[then] to learning. Often 
we reverse that process in our 
schools as we try to jam informa- 
tion into kids who are coining 
with all kinds of problems.'* 
Bill Milliken, founder and 
president. Cities In Schools, 
9/24/91 
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detenninatioa (dus disd^dine plus hard work equals the way to success. So it's the 
commitment fbom the teachers, the parents and the students, because the school alone 
cannot educate.** 

Oklahoma Community Targets Dropout Prevention 

Dr« Kara Gae V^^on, superintendent, Tulsa County Public Schools^ on a commu- 
nity initiative which attacks the dropout rate on several fronts — a public awareness 
campaign, alternative education programs, legislative reform and enforcement of the 
Oklahoma laws requidog parents to ensure their children attend schod: 'It'i made all the 
difference... we* ve lowered in two years our dropout rate 43 pcrccnt....It*s because of the 
message the parents arc getting that this society values education and we expect parents to 

value it too or we'll sec them in court [Lack of] parental involvement combined with 

students who do fall behiiKl academically are two of the main problems that we see over 
aivi over in court." 

Texas Science Lab Targets Math-Science Goal 

Brtnda Landos, principal, Lanier Middle Scfaool, Houston, on a school>based 
model science lab, a joint project of Rice University and the Houston Iridcpendent School 
District: "It is a model lab, [with] very movable, mobile fumiiuie, which allows the 
children to group and regroup into different lab partnerships, so that we sec children 
working every day in hands-on activities...We*ve begun a partnership with middle school 
students in Hampton, £ngland..The children have been studying problems and sending 
problems over to thdr counterparts in England and challenging each other on solving 
them.** 

Florida School Board Expands Drug Program 

Alison Adler, drug-frec schools coordinator^ Palm Beach School Board, on the local 
program "Children Are People," an afler-schod support program originally designed for 
children fiom alcohol-dependent families, now serving all at-risk children: " 'Children Arc 
People* targets third, fourth and fifth graders conddered at risk, mostly because of family 
chemical dependencies.... They have after-schocA counseling; students participate weekly 
in topics such as feelings, defenses; chemical dependencies arc discussed; and right now 
we arc serving 576 students and families.*' 
Mobile Labs Promote Literacy in Rural South 

Hugh Nichols, director of regional development, Entergy Corporation, New 
Orleans, on "New Opportimitics.** a program to help ruicd workers in three southern states 
improve reading, writing and work-related skills: ''We began the program simply with a 
Literacy hotline... [then] looked for ways to increase.. .deliveiy of literacy instruction.... We 
tried four "fixed*' laboratories... [which worked] in metropolitan and urban areas.... And it 
was at that point that we decided to try mobile labs [in partnership with Grainbling State 
University].... You can take education to rural communities and to businesses that arc 
decentralized and improve the economy of the region.'* 
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Vmcn /our Maiibox . 

In the next few weeks, you 
may receive a postcard ask- 
ing if you want to continue 
receiving the AMERICA 2000 
newsletter. To stay on the 
mailing list, you r-vst return 
the reply card. 

NEWS IN BRIEF... 

New Jersey Offfclai Calls 
AMERICA 2000 "^Triple Play'' 

According to Michaet Tlmpane, 
pmsidaryt of Columbia Teachers 
Coi^Q, AMERICA 2000 Is a triple 
play" — the President and the 
governors setting direction through 
the Natfcml Educatkm Goals; the 
stat&s providing the framework for 
change; and communities mobfllz- 
Ing to create the best schools In 
the world Ttmpane, cochairman of 
NEW JERSEY 2000, spoke during 
the launch of NEW JERSEY 2000 
on April 13. 

More than 600 people attended 
ttwkkkoff event In Trenton, whkh 
included Governor Jim FJorlo (D), 
Secretary Aiexander, tiTe state 
oducatton commissioner and 
Republk^an legislative leaders, 

'We must now take fftfe discus- 
ston to every community in New 
Jersey, " Tlmpane said, buikf 
that sense of common purpose that 
always has been and must always 
be at the heart of the common Hfe 
we have built as a state and a 
natton/ 

37, LOUIS 2000 Adds 
-ounh to Education 

According to organizers, METRO 
ST. LOUIS 2000 will focus on 
creating a metropolt^-wlde 
Learning Community , adding a 
fourth "R'^—responsibHity-^ 
reading, writing and arithmetic 
METRO ST LOUIS 2000 was 
launched on April 23. 

More than 250 educators, 
business and dvic leaders at- 
tended the kkkoff ceremony * at 
West County Technical SctiOoL 
They were joined by Secretary 
Lamar Alexander and Director of 
Natk)nal Dmg Control PoUcy Bob 
Martinez, who discussed Goal 6, 
dnjg-free and violence-free 
schools. 

See NEWS, next page 
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Better Schools from Scratch 

by Lamar Alexander 

[Editor's Note: Secretary Alexander's column, vMch appeared in the WashmgtonPoston 
April 15, was yvritten in response to a March 24 Washbii^Paa column Albert Shanker, 
president of ^American Federation of Teadiers. In his piece. Sharper criticized die 
President's proposal \MchcaIbfi7r Congress to prov^ 

the first 535 break-the-mold New American Schools in AMERICA 2000 Comrmmties.} 

Albert Shankcr's oolunm opposing bdp for his own brcak-4b&^i»ld 

cfaange in education is so hard. 

Shanker is pteskknt of tbc An»rican Federatkm of Tcac^ 
cducatkmtfainkcis. In 1986, be vvastfainkbg about Satim'spian to build tb^ 
WDrid&omsoatdi. myootSatuniscbook.beaskcdinaJVw FoifclTifficj Tsn'tit 
timewchadancducatioml Saturn project, a time Id pretexiwchavrn't bad scb^ 
educational system befi3ic and act as if we're pitting 0!» tDgcthcf fix ti^ 

This put to educators the boki question Peter I>uckwpu^ "Ifyouwcien't 
already doing it, would you start?" IhckJca caught oa School leaders in St Piul,Mina, begin 
the Saturn School of Tomorrow. In Dade County, Fla., Shanker's union hdped to oeate a 
Satuni School project fix 49 sdKX)ls, Shanker was enthusiastic 'Tf you have 1 great idca..you 
don't have to itmake anything because you start with a cican slate.** 

''Canyou irtngme America in the year 2(M)0m^ your tax TrwneyfcOo^ 
big children toSatum4ype schools known for ^realdhrwgh nUabiUty,'' 
schools cpe/i overtime for woHdngfamiUeSy schoois with waiUng &is 
catisingrm>Te schools to be createdyschook designed to meet the needs 
children cf every background, schools gathering the bea ideas from 
anyoM— New American Schools that the Japanese wanttocopy?^ 
Ted Sizer of Brown University, Janies Comer of Yak, Henry Levin of Stanfiord accelerated 
their scfcool-by-scbool nxild-breaidng. Minnesota passed a law to charter new indqjeodeot 
publicschooK RJR Nabisco Inc ofifenxi $30 mMoa to schools willing to r^ 
bottom, but warned: 'T^ prizes for predkrting rain, odyfcjf building arks'* Then, one year ago. 
President Bush proposed "a new gcJiexatioQ of thousands of brcak-the-mdd New American 
Sdhoois" and asked Cbngrcss for a half-biUion federal dollars to jump-stcrt the process. Albert 
Shanker had reason to feel proud as a Founding Father. 

At the prcskieiit's request, bipartisan business leaders created the New American Schools 
Development Coq). and began raising $200 millwn in private dollars to fund design teams 
whose misskjnwodd be to hdpooDimunitics create brcak-^e-moldschook Hundreds of 
schools, 226 corporate partnerships, 140 univetsities and 136 think tanks, associatwos and 
foundations joined the design competitioa 

The president stipulated that all the money should be spent on brcak-the-mokl ideas. No 
business as usual Anyone's great kica would be wckxme. 

Anyone's idea? Shankerstomped on his brakes and tooka hard U-tum, away from his own 
kica. Sen. Ted Kennedy (I>MA) made sure that the half-bfllion federal dollars for New 
American SdxwlswouW go oa'ly to the powers that be, those who have given us the tro^ 

schools wc have, 

Davki Bfoder, in a March 1 column [op^, chastised 'ICenncdy and the Senate 
Detnocrats..[who] have decreed that only the most timki experiments, those the bureaucracy 
fiafc least threatening will be attempted'' 

BiodcrwisrighL An»kai'*»dxx)l system is a monopoly: One group takes your money. 
See Schools from Scratch, next page 
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NEWS IN BRIEF, continued 

Callfomta Starts AMERICA 2000 
InftlMtivos 

Two CaSfomia cities, Santa 
Barbara and San Jose, taunched 
fiMERlCA 2000 initiatlvas in mid- 
AprH. SacTBtary Aiwcand^ iohed 
Santa Bart?ara County Schooi 
SuperintondentBWCironaand 
mombers of ttwf local bmfystry^ 
Qducatiof) cowcS to announce 
SANTA BARBARA COUNTY 2000 
onAprifB. TheSecrelmyirawM 
taSanJosett^eMtowfngdayto 
attend (adcoff ceremonies for SAN 
JOSE UNIFIED 2000 with Superin- 
tendent James Bmjghman, During 
ttie launch of the San Jose imtia* 
tjve, Maureen (MMarco, state 
secretary of child development arut 
education, pfedged CaHfomia 
Governor Pais WHson's (R) support 
for state efforts to erKourage other 
commurnUes to aidopt the Nationai 
Education Goals. 
NEW ORLEANS 2000 

Secretary Alexander joined 
Mayor Sidney Barthelemy and 
Orleans Parish school conmvnity 
leaders at the launch of NEW 
ORLEANS 2000 on March 31. 

The kickoff ceremonies wars held 
at CoghiB Elementary School, one 
oftwopubScschoofsinNew 
Orieans using the ^'acceierabed 
schoots" model that attampts to 
bring at-risk students up to grade 
level t>y ^xth grade. 

During the ktekoffs Mayor 
Barthelemy observed that NEW 
ORLEANS 2000 Will bulkt on efforts 
already begun to involve tt^ 
CO mm unity In education reform. 



nms all the schools and assigns each child to one of those schools. Only the ridi can opt out (to 
a private school). David Osbonie and Ted Gaebler have written about the irony: 'It is one of 
the enduring paradoxes of Aniericaii ideology that we attack private monopolies so fervently but 
embrace public naonopolies so warmly." 

What has this moixjpoly produced to deserve such protection? Too often the answer is 
schools designed for our grandfathers' day, schools so unacquainted with technology that it's 
hard for teacheis to make a telephone call, schools still orggmized to give teachers summer 
vacations for bringing in crops, schools that send children home at 3 pm when no one is home, 
schools that sufifocate creativity, schools that spend more per student than any counlry but 
Swit2:erlaDd 

Teachers and principals I n>eet from Fresrw to Boston to San Antonio are mostly hard- 
working, often downrigjit inspiring- But most of the schools in which they strug^e to help our 
children leam do not fit today's femily or today's world. Because of this — and because of 
inattentive parents and communities — American 13-year-olds know just a little more math than 
children in Jordan, about the same as children in Slovenia and less than children in Korea and 
Taiwan. 

'^Pm hoping At Shamcer wiU make anxxher V-tum...back in support of 
his break<he-mold idea, America needs everyone involved in creating 
tens of thousands of New American Schools on the fastest track pos- 
able if our children are to live, myttk ana compete in the next century. 

Consumer Reports says this about Saturn cars: ''Exceptional first year reliability, a break- 
through for a car designed and built in the U.S/' Saturn workers are collecting overtime pay, 
while other General Motors plants arc dosing. In 1991 Saturn sold more cars per dealership 
than any import car — the first time that had happened in America in 15 years. Many Saturn 
dealers have customers waiting for cars, Saturn engineers are designing a right-side steering 
wheel to attract Japanese drivers. 

Can you imagine America in the year 2000 with your tax money following children to 
Satum-type schools known for **breakthrou^ reliability," schools open ovcrttmc for working 
femilies, schools with waiting lists causing more schools to be created, schools designed to meet 
the needs of children of every background, schools gathering the best kleas from anyone — New 
American Schools that the Japanese want to copy? 

The first Saturn car planners broke a crusty General Motors traditioa They drove Hondas — 
so they could leara to make a better Saturn, America 's school monopoly must dimb out of its 
ruts and welcome ideas, even from the conapetition — and then create a better school 

If Americans can put missiles down smokestacks, we can create the best schools in the world 
But it will not happen rapkily enou^ if all those who seem threatening to the school mo- 
Qopoly — governors, mayors, corporations, parents, churches, museums, education secretaries, 
independent-minded educators — are kept out Results matter, not the author. 

I'm hoping Al Shanker will make another U-turn.,, back in support of his break-the-n»ld idea. 
America needs everyone involved in creating tens of thousands of New American Schools on 
the feslest track possible if our children are to live, work and compete in the next century. 
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Watch Your Mailbox ! 
In the next few weeks, you 
may receive a postcard ask- 
ing If you want to continue 
receiving the AMERICA 2000 
newsletter. To stay on the 
mailing list, you must reWm 
the ref^y card. 

NEWS IN BRIEF... 

DALLAS 2000 

US. Deputy S0crstmy of 
Educstkm David Kemm joined 
Datls^ Mayor Stave BartleS, 
local education and dty officials, 
and several buslneas and 
education groups on AprU 29 to 
launcti DALLAS 2000, the 
community's strategy to reach 
the six Natkmai Education 
Goals. 

'Vattas is proud and excited to 
be part of this Important pro- 
gram Education la a cruciai key 
to our city's future and our 
nation's success, " Maycff Barttett 
said. 'Valtas strongly supports 
the education goals of AMERICA 
2(HX) and is committed to 
ensuring positive results. " 

The Dallas City CouncU, 
Qreater Dallas Chmnber of 
Commerce, Dallas Citizens 
Council, and Dallas County 
Comnnjnlty College District all 
have adopted resolutions 
3up^)ornng the DALLAS 2000 
and AMERICA 2000 Initiatives. 

Gov. Mn Richards (D) kicked 
off TEXAS 2000 In March, 

See NEWS, next page 
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New Arts Partnership to Support 
AMERICA 2000 Communities 



AVbcQ the AMEEUCA 2CC0 Alts FartDership, a Da^ 
education in schools, was annouooed, Scottaiy Lamar Akjonder commeated: If I were 
helping to rethink the curnculum of a sdiooi in my hometown, I would want instniction in the 
aits to be available to every student. ..hikI integrated into most of what we teadL" 

As pait of its maodate;, the p^rtncrahip will assist AMERICA 2000 stales and communities 
interested in dcvrebping oon^beosive aits educition. 

Aooocding to ED's Fiaode Alexander, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy and Planning. 
Office of Educational Research and Improvement, all children, including students with disabili- 
ties, gified children, and thc»e with limited English proficiency, benefit fircm appropriate arts 
cducatioa 'In other nations, induding Japan aixlGernmy, student can receive sequci^ 
iDStruction fiom kindergarten through grade 12," said Alexander, who helped create California's 
arts curriculum. "A balanced, comprehensive approadi provkks students with an understanding 
of our evolving cultural heritage and that of other nations, enhances their creativity, and culti- 
vates their aesthetic judgment" 

The partnership's seven oompooents are: 

▲ Warid QwsSUxidai^ in the Alts. Voluntary national standards 
similar standards in the five core subjects refereaaced in the goals. 

coQimunities to iridude the arte as paitoftheii Strategics to meet the Nation^ Education 
Goals. 

▲ State FrmmrwDiis to Meet Natiooal Arts Standaixls. Assistance to states in developing 
their own K-12 curriculum fiamewoiks based oa the voluntaiy national staixlards in the arts. 

▲ Natkmai Coitcr far Alts EjduciikML Support for the creation of a national center which 
will siqjport AMERICA 2000 initiativts and other local arte efforts, assist teachers in 
profeesionsl development and s\spfoti the national standards-setting effort 

▲ Nrfinnri Awfiamrnt nf irAi^ti#i«iii PmgrwM (NAFP^. Expansion of NaticHial Assess- 
ment of Educational Progress (NAEF) to iiKdude assessment of studente ' knowledge and 

See Partnership y next page 



Whats Working in the Arts... Community by Community 



A nurriber Of AMERICA 2C)00 commuriltlee tfe 
Rochelte.^^r',W98tamVVteconfiin,andMfl^ are irducSrig the arts as part of their conrm^ 

statagiQaRxQDcarr^,NEVAOA2000vviencoura^ pians. 
Among eDtetlrig arts iriitiath/e6t^ 

Calrtomla Offers Visual and Perlomilng Arts Currteulum Framework. The framewofk provides a baste for schools and 
oomniunitiee in the slate to design arts eduoalion programs ThefranDev/ork 
deecrtbeeihe key aspects of a oomprehensive K-12 program in dance, theater, muste, and visual arts. 

Omaha Implements K-12 Arts Curriculum. Omaha, an AMERICA 2000 community, Is irnplemsnting a K-12 curriculum in 1h© 
visual arts vvhlchindudespfofeestonaldcv^^ To measure progress for all 

flludents, Omaha has devstoped student arts oosoctnents for gradee 3, 4. 7. 8 and for tiigh school siedtves, including pottery 
and photography. 

South Bronx (NY) School Offers Arts to Disadvantaged Students, St Augustine School for the Arts educates disadvantaged 
sludenlalnlhenatk^'spoaeetoongreeiionaldW^ DespKe a tight school budget and a large popUatkxi of "atnl^ 
stLiderte are succeeding in a dsrnanding arts curik^ 
O See ComoHmHiea, next page 
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NBWSiNBWEF, oontinued 
D0 pan nw ttt of Oefm00 Announce 
7)/MAUEmCA2OCXtC0amunittM 
Fort Hood TMas^wdtheNaBon^ 

1f0sto0ctopt9mAMERICA2CXX> 
stpat^gy on April 2Bk 

menMngptogmn1hstp(Q^^ 
Brief m tuhriHQ ptoQmftt 9wipt0¥id$s 

pfogtwndftpbst f^ibitcotBQft 

Hooclf$hV^pftK0ss€f0GtoUPhingt 

(ievBloptMthiSf KpsJfyB^ijGsOoMl 
wofkonpo$t 



' Partnirships^ t imtmuctl 



Pepsi Adopts ftAPB>aTY 
PROJeCT2000 

U3{ngatak0offofttsnatkml 
thBmB.Pepsl'^Cola^givkigthB 
AMEBK:A2000 effort mRapUt aty, 

JSQOOpfog^mn, P^pslwilprotpole 

thBBtstckfH^0r0BofSou^Dah^ 
Th0skie^pmBteof1h0 Pep$t can$ 
H<ff how my, "tSotiut Huve 

/t.i£diJntic30/ im AMBRfCA 2000 
k^gomHttha^NBlk^ 

<SfV0 m^AUEftlCA 2000 
N0W9f0tt» m updmU ot your 
community*^ 9ffortB (o tmnsform 
ftsschoolBn Ww vmnttohHir 
about your bnmk*tt»mokl tnftlm* 
HwM mnd kUm9 for rMcttIng one 
or more of the Netfonet Educmtfon 
Goete. Metlyourupdeteeto: U.S. 
Depertment of EduceHon; Otfke 
of Public Affeire; Room 2069; 400 
Mmytend Ave.r SW; Weehlngtort, 
DC 20202^S1; Attn: AMERICA 
2000NeweMtter. 



Communities, continued 



H«v«rford't (P/^ Arts Curriculum 
Includes Evaluation. Havorford's 
arts curriculum integratas fraquant 
field trips to araa muaauma into a 
arts curriculum for aU students. In 
addition to classroom and school 
avakjations, Havarfbrd has 
dsveioped a dlstrict-^Mda yearly 
evaluation to hold itself aooount- 
abiefor results. 

Missouri and Nebraska Use Re- 
nowned Choreographer. 
Schools bi both states are benefit- 
ing from dancer and choreogra- 
pher Suzanne Grace's "Language 
of MovemenT residency program, 
which hetpa students e»q)iore the 
basic dance elements. 

Calif omIa-Based Center Melpe 
WKh Oommunlty4Msed Arts 
Program. The city of MontebeVo, 
in conjunctton with Itie Getty 
Center for Education in the Arts, 
provides teachers stkI school 
administrators with profeaaional 
development In the district's K-1 2 
arts curriculum through after- 
school wori(shops and summer 
training. Instnidionat arts packets 
are being developed for teachers 
In English and Spanish. 

Texas4>ased Institute Helps 
Provide Arts Partnerships. The 
Texas Institute for Arts Education 
provides professional develop- 
ment in the arts for teachers 
through partnerships with Indi- 
vidual districts. The institute is 
woridng with more than a dozen 
districts by offering a three-week 
course fa five teachers from each 
district school. 



abilitks in the arte (preUmiotiy wKx^ 
assessment in pbce by 1996). 
▲ AitsEducatkiiRttearcfaCGnferenoe* AMsy 1992natbnalooQ£bicDoe,fbnGwedby 
(^k)Daloocifbre]io(s,toIiUDditi»devck>pa^ lO-yaricscsidi agenda in the area of 
ailscducatioa 

A Nstipnal Artff Ff^^^r^ M^wnrfc, Anatiocmidelelecoininunicatkx^ 

oetWDikand dearingjKXoe to imfxove dissemination of quality arte education programs in 
c/^^k tnrliiHmg rrfmm\ sMvinea and a mtinnwidc trJfynmmimic aliQns netwiatk fior 
cducatocs. Flamiing fior the network has begun; a contract has been issued by 
Eodownxnt for the Ait& Id the John F. Kemiedy 
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HESNS IN BRIEF... 

WOfiCESTER(MA)2000 

Mtya Jordan Uvy.SiMvmtMdb 
SctwtPiMptiJotnSMimmi 
other busHtss and tducaSonlmims 
1brltmMMichafWORCESlER2000. 

BieriiBklfsplmtoimprcw kxxl 
9chootsmiactiw9»msb(fmxwl 
EducstionQoabMJdnfmgnmsiD 
ses»1h0tm)stSof )f io fT) 9lefmrmyto 
mOie school; oornrulK--lm9d 
hsbvcbonrnxluse ofoompiMrstSter 
ragular school hours; ami dasaee for 
gHiek students; txxteaedinttgatiDrj 
c^spsdalnsedssiuder^intsregslar 
c(as99s;andsnindusbieHechnDlogy 
pngram with hstiKtbn In graphic 
ats. cornputar-asetsM dr/Mttig, 
mBnjtKtJring.eiectionic8and 
ivtsQortBSon 

MURRAY cnY(l/T) 2000 Mesne 
Grsserocte Irrvolvenmrt 

Acoordhgio the kjcel school 
superintendent, Af^VCA 2000 has 
produced more gmssrootsttvdi^ 
mentkiMuns^CBythsntheiownhBs 
eversBqjerienoed. yyhenlwasmeycr 
ofssnMcfy. { dreamed c^coopem- 
HontJStmenihecfy.ltmeGhool 
(Msthdtandk)OBlbustreaess;smd 
Supertrtandent Ron Stephens during 
a MURRAY cmr 2000 meeting, 
•tlcw In Murray. tTb is no longer a 
dMm AMBilCA2000tmshawn 
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Communities Invited to 
AMERICA 2000 Satellite Meeting 

On Tuesday Mav 26, communities across the country can participate in the Qist of a 
scries of AMERICA 2000 Satellite Town Meetings to share experiences and iiiforma- 
tion about reaching the National Education Goals — goal by goal, community by 

community. , _ , j .1. 1 1 c 

TTk first meeting, joinUy sponsored by the Department of Education and the U 
Chamber of Commerce, will focus on National Education Goal 2: ;By the year 2000, 
the high school graduation rate wiU increase to at least 90 percent 

"More than 1 100 communities and nearly 900 local chambers of commerce have 
already begun working on ways to achieve the six National Education Goals " said 
Education Secretary Lamar Alexander in announcing the meetings. "One of the ways 
we think we can help is by encouraging a national convcreation — helping communi- 
ties talk with each other about their challenges, innovative practias and sttate^cs. 

The May 26 SatelUte Town Meeting will origLoate from the U.S. Oiamber ot 
Commerce smdio in Washington, D.C, at 8:30 p.m.. EDT. It will be transmitted live 
via satellite to "downlink" sites around the country and wiU nm approximately 60 
minutes. Communities can participate in the discussion by arranging a meeting at a 
k>cal satellite downlink site and by calling a special telephone ^J^^C^^.P*^'!'^^ 
during the meeting) to ask questions or join in the discussion [See "box" below tor 
potential downlink sites and satellite coordinates.] .„,... .... 

Secretary Alexander wiU serve as moderator of the meeting and will be joined in the 

Set SateQiU, next page 

HelD Your Community Join Us at the May 26 Satellite Town Meeting! 

i?i^a:y .^P^A ™ .Tadors have ^rsady received a ie^t^r ^ ^""^^^.^ 

JouTlocaJ SllERICA 2000 coordinating committee before prooeedir^g on your own to find a -downlink- faclrty.) 



See Ho w e, next page 



Where 



Any local satellite 'downlink* facility. 
Follovwng are the types ot organizations 
which troquentiy have downlink facilities: 

▲ iocaJ businesses and tx)tels 
A public school system 

A local cable television station 

▲ Sbraries and community centers 

▲ universities, community cdleges. 
technical schools 

▲ teiepiione company 
A hospitals 

A neighbors Of tlends with a backyard 

satellite dish 
It may require sofno research arvJ 
telephone work on your part to kxate one 
— and there may be a lee to uee rt. 



Wbcn 



Tuesday, May 26, 8:30 p.m. (EDT). 60 
minutes. Note: There w4ll be a signal test 
beginning at 8:00 p.m. (EDT). 



ProvWe your kxal "downlink* site with the 
1olk>wing Satellite Coordinates: 
C-band 
Galaxy 6 

Transponder 10, Channel 10 
Vertk^al polarization 
Downlink frequency 3900 Mhz 
Audio subcarrter: 6.2 and 6.8 

SBS^ 

TraneponderlO 
Vertteai poiartzalon 
Downlink frequency ims.SMhz 
Audk) tUbcarrier: 6.2and6.B 



Jun0 2S 

Goal 6 Safe, Disciplined, Dnjg-tree 
Schools 

Jufy2B 

Goal 1 School Readiness 
Sept. 1 

Ooal 3 Student Achievement in the 
Core Subjects 

Oct 13' 

Gk>al 4 First in Math and Science 
Nov. 17 

Qoal s Adult Literacy. Ufekx>g 
Learning 



News IN BRUEF, continued 
howytmcMnweKkbgiitfmandcourmf 

comt^tot»AMERKA2000 
Urn.' 

MurmylmMKhmillsAMERICA2000 

Sc*y Mte* GammBM to Uttto 
LtagMMImms—fmmaigntdm 

aufpon gnd w oik k tu md ifaix 

Tteo Sc/iootarv Mny 
AMEfOCA2000ioStm¥mm,OK 
Aba/AMBVCA2000€Bbmm 

tmdwixkoftmShmMmH^ 

marketkig mmmvh pnjkt Am^LMs 

aniSBnyT§rontkKid9dtoU99 

AMERlCA2000mfmt)picofa 

pKjact^xnaondfytmDktlbtjaM 
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btgmmlustanoltmmmichtmm 
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cormMmto1aunohAt^VCA2DOOin 
Stmmm. Vwiomn§mibthtna9» 

•Art fwwMcna^axx) 

eASrPROVM)BiCe(RL)2000 
OnMtyZGkfmnorBnxmSundkM} 

offEASTPRCMDENCESm wMoh ^ 
Mngqf9mtmcl9(JbySupmMmi u J mt 
JohnDoQom. BO ^OmmRt^ 

lmjnch.9longy4lhmomtmn2SO 

EDMONDS (WA} 2000 iOdm Off 

EDMONDS 2000 wmlmjncfmi on 
M$ech l7y^BGnmi0fmamttmn 
2SO$M0nts, staffs pmwmtind 
QommiMiny membms. S(tK>o( Supmr- 
htBndmitBrlMnBmvwfmiditm 
School B(»nHn £dmQnd$ ctmll^)g0d 
mcommunffyioMsmlordyfmnk:, 
liotbusinmtmimmrmfofm. 

Mr0h9iplngted0^^§lopstm!9gi0sfof 
EDMONDS200a 



\SaIcllUe^ continued 



Washing&Dn, D.C, studio by two 
represenfttivts from ANfERICA 2000 
Communities — SAN ANTONIO (TX) 
2000 and TULSA (OK) 2000 — and a 
nationally recognized expert on dropout 
prevention: 

▲ Maria Fcrrier, Voiuntecr Coordi- 
nator for San Antonio's Southwest 
iDdcpendent School District and a 
1990 Presidential Point of light 
will discuss the city's successful 
mentoring and interventioo programs 
designed to prevent dropouts. 

▲ Kara Gae Wilson, Superintendent, 
Tulsa County Schools, will discuss 
I\ilsa's efforts to retrain and re- 
educate dropouts, and the city's 
eoforcement of state laws requiring 
parents to ensure that their children 
attend school Tulsa's atterxlance 
enforcenoent strategy has helped bring 
about a 43 percent drop in the 
community's dropout rate in two 
years. 

▲ BU Mllllken, Founder and Presi- 
dent atks In Schools (QS), will 
discuss the nation's largest non-proGt 
dropout prevention program, located 
in more than 60 communities at 
nearly 400 educational sites through- 
out the country. CIS develops public/ 
private partnerships which bring 
school-based social services to at-risk 
youth, helping them deal successfully 
vhth such issues as school attendance, 
literacy, job preparedness, teen 
pregnancy and drug/alcohol abuse. 



AiyERICA2000UEADERSHPCONFEf1B^ 

In addition to the AMERICA 2000 Satellite Town Meetings the I>ef^^ 
theU. S. Cfaarnbcr of Coonncroc are planniiig a scries cf six AMERICA 20ro 
Leadership Wodcshops for oocomunity and chamber of commerce leaders who 
have committed to pursuing the AMERICA 2000 diallcn^ in their ccmmuttiitics. 
The Workshops will help these leaders talk in-depth, fiace-to-facc about ways to 
reach Ibc Natjonal Education Goals. 

The first two-day AMERICA 2000 Leadership Woikshop will be beW in 
Denver, Colorado, on June 29-30. The second meeting is planned fcr Atlanta, 
Georgia, on JuJy 20-21. Fxiturcinectings are being scheduled fbrc<herregioiis of 
the country. AMERICA 2000 conmiuiiity aiKi charnbcr of CO 
attend arty session — regardless of region — on a first-oomc, first-served basis. 
Future dates and sites will be announced in a later newsletter. 
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Join us in a discussion of 
National Education Goal 6 
(safe, disciplined and drug-free 
schools), at the next Satellite 
Town Meeting, June 23. Watch 
yourmailiDox and the next 
newsletter for details..... 
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San Antonio and Tulsa Featured 

250 Communities Join AMERICA 
2000 Satellite Tovm Meeting 

San Antonio, Texas, has recruited an "anny" of mentoring volunteers, while Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, has enforced mandatory schod attendance laws to lower local dropout rates, 
said leaders from both communities during the first of six AMERICA 2000 Satellite Town 
Meetings on achieving the National Education Goals. 

The May 26 meeting, sponsored by the U.S. Department of Education and the U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce, focused on National Education Goal 2, increasing the graduation 
rate to 90 percent by the year 2000, Neariy 250 communities and local chambers joined 
the discussion by arranging their own "downlinks'* and holding local meetings [see story, 
page 2]. 

The meeting, moderated by Education Secretary Lamar Alexander, was held in the U.S. 
Chamber's broadcast studios in Washington, D.C. Maria Hernandez Ferrier, executive 
director for special programs for the Southwest Independent Schod District and a 1990 
Presidential Point of Light, represented San Antonio, and Tulsa Schools County Superin- 
tendent, Dr. Kara Gae Wilson, represented Tulsa Bill Milliken, founder and prcadcnt of 
Qties in Schools, discussed the nation's largest nonprofit dropout prevention program, 
located in more than 60 communities. 
San Antonio Recruits 3,000 Mentors — Ferrier 

*We have approximately 3,000 mentors in San Antonio in about 49 schools that come 
one hour a week into the regular school day and work oneron-one with students," said 
Fcnier. She said that many of the mentors are from the military. "Kelly Air Force Base 
has brought in mentors at the elementary and middle-school levels... We are starting at 
second grade. Next year, however, we are developing a program for high school because 
the mentors are going to be fdlowing these children all the way through." 

Ferrier provided an overview of SAN ANTONIO 2000 by airing a locally produced 
videotape highlighting several education reform initiatives: 

▲ Parent-Child Incorporated and Avance. Both preschool programs prepare San 
Antonio children for a lifetime of learning by reaching the children before they enter 
school and teaching the parents basic skills to help them cope with the challenges of 
raising a child. 

▲ Smart Schools, a new breed of schools which will embody such concepts as year- 
round attendance, a commitment to technology, and student commitment to public 
service. 

▲ Literacy Council, an organization that attracts 1,000 adult students a year, teaching 
basic skills — reading, writing and math. 

▲ The Coalition (CO), which will be one of the country's largest private-public initia- 
tives to keep children drug and gang-free, targets 100,000 at-risk children and teenagers 
through recreation and education programs. 

Tulsa Gets Tough on School Attendance — Wilson 

According to Tulsa County Schools Superintendent Kara Gae Wilson, the Oklahoma 
community had "all the other textbook [dropout programs] in place" before beginning to 
prosecute parents for not sending their children to school resulting in a 43 percent reduc- 
tion in the dropout rate during a two-year period. She noted that the 70 percent graduation 
rate climbed to 84 percent, Tor every family wc took to court, we had another family that 
said, '1 don't want that to be me,* and they made sure then that their children were in 
school,'' said Wilson. "We go to court once a month; wc have not let up." 
See SaUslUtef page 4 
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A Conversation With America " 

Communities Talk Goal 2: 



From the Stauhouse in Canon City, Nevada, to a high school in Fall River, Massachusetts, community leaders from across the country 
joined the May 26 Satellite Town Meeting with questions and opinions about reducing the nation 's dropout rate, community by community. 

By the time the AMERICA 2000 SaUllite Town Meeting began [see front page story], at least 250 communUUs had called the Depart- 
ment of Education indicating they planned to "downlink" the satellite transmission. In addition, several cable systems — including Mind 
Extension University —transmitted the meeting to many local areas around the country. And satellite dishes in backyards across America 
also picked up the dovvnlink. 

When the meeting began. Education Secretary Lamar Alexander told all receiving the signal: "You 'U have a chance to question us by 
telephone, or to make comments yourselves, or to follow-up later, " And comment they did.... 



West Virginia's Approach to Dropouts 

Sam MedCf county scboois superintendent and BERKELEY 
(WV) 2000 leader, the first to call in during the meeting, said: "I 
don't think there is a single solution to the dropout problem.... We 
[West Viiginians] have a program of mentoring called PASS 
(Providing Acad^ic Sdf-Estecm and Support), that matches 
youngsters ODC-on-onc with tutors and adults in the community 
who make it thdr business to assure that the youngster is success- 
ful in school... We* ve also gone the court route and had our 
magistrates actually sentence parents to attend school with thdr 
youngsters [to enforce school attendance].. ..Those kinds of things 
[work] in combination with a program that encourages our 
teachcis to make home visits and actually pays them a small 
stipend to do so. We've had over 300 teachers who visited and sat 
down around a kitchen table with parents.... 

Nevada Wants More on Dropout Enforcement 

When Sandy Miller, chairman of NEVADA 2000 and wife of 
Governor Bob Miller (D-NV), called to ask how Tulsa worked 
with prosecutors in enforcing attendance laws, Tulsa Superinten- 
dent Kara Gac Wlson responded: *Thc District Attorney indi- 
cated that if we would hdp make the focms intelli^blc..[he 
would] use the very expensive resources to prosecute.... We had to 
unify our reporting procedure fiist 

Tampa Asks About Funding Dropout Programs 

When Susan Stahl from Tampa, Florida, asked about funding 
local dropout programs, Bill Milliken said: **I think first you have 
to do an analysis of your community to find out what resources arc 
already there. Somany of our resources arcn*tpropcriy used 
There arc so many resources that the young people need that are 
outside the schools, so we have to bring them inside.. ..then we can 
do an analysis of how to fill in the gaps.... 

Secretary Alexander added: "We spend more per student on 
elementary and secondary education than any country in the world, 
but Switzerland, and so we* ve got to go out and make a case to 
taxpayers about why we need more. The idea of adopting the 
National Education Goals in San Antonio or Tulsa or any commu- 
nity is a way of saying to pcopde, *Loc^, this is what we* re trying 
to do....*'* 

Tennessee Talks Technology 

Dallas Hardin, UPPER EAST TENNESSEE 2000, noted that 
his community has an optional high school using technology, that 
already has about 200 people enrolled, and is looking at the idea of 
community learning centers for dropouts. He asked about the role 
of technology in dropout prevention or recovery. Tulsa Superin- 
tendent Wilson responded: * Technology has been crucial to us in 
the Star Center. It*s a component for GED preparation. I don*t 
think anyone can fniss the reality thai technology can take the wide 
variety of learning alxlities and meet it at that individual learner's 
needs. Technology is just essential.*' 



Wilson noted that technology is useful in Tulsa'i "alternative 
suspension school,*^ which takes in students suspended fiom other 
County scliools for serious offenses, *We have found that those 
students respond so well to the computen we have aviilaUe during 
the day that we've created a lab center, and the teacben have 
access to it,'" said Wilson, adding that it stays open at night for the 
community as Tulsa's first free compjitf ctiaid litw 

Omaha Helps Local Businesses Rate Thendselves 
Jessie Rasmussen^ from OMAHA 2000, described a local 
Omaha strategy that supports the idea of a community effort — a 
"report card for businesses to evaluate bow good of a job they are 
dc4ng in terms of supporting education." Rasmussen said busi- 
nesses rate themselves on: 1) recruiting — requiring a high school 
diploma and transcripts for employment; 2) promoting develop- 
ment and literacy in their own woricfotce; 3) supporting parental 
involvement in local education; 4) making a direct connection 
between what's happening in education and whatU happening in 
the workforce. ^ 

Accotding to Rasmussen, one company which faicd poorly in 
the rating decided to give its employees one day with pay to either 
spend on their own children's education or just ti^jport education 
in general. *That's what a real partnership meaiu,'* the said. 

Ohio Asks About Keeping Potential Dropouts in Sdiool 

Debbie Emery, Hamilton, Ohio, asked how states differ in the 
mandatory ages for school attendance, **Why do we allow students 
to drop out at age 16?" According to Tulsa Superintendent 
Wilson. **in some states it isl6, and some states, IS.** 

"You've got to make it exciting for young people to want to be 
there in the first place," said Milliken, ^Integrate the worid of work 
in the school and create an apprenticeship system.. .build a bridge 
where you actually have kids learning., .and be able to earn maybe 
the first paycheck in two and tiuec generations in the family." 

'We're spending, according to the National Alliance of Busi- 
ness, $30 to $40 billion a year to retrain young people," said 
Millikea " If we took $20 billion of that and really integrated it 
with the schools earlier...! think we*d sec a lot of these young 
people responding. 

Secretary Alexander added that the states of Wisconsin and 
Oregon both are taking a real hard look at just that. "And then 
there's 'Jobs for America,' a national program that tries to 
integrate the worid of work with a worid of school," said Alex- 
ander. 

Florida Asks About Help for Private Schools 

Julie MagUoy Brooksville, Florida, asked what was being done 
in the area of funding to help private schools deal with "at-risk** 
childrea According to Secretary Alexander, in several cities — 
for example, San Antonio aivi Indianapolis — private business 
people are ^ ving schdarships to low income children for private 
schools. "Also in the city of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, there is an 
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A 90% Graduation Rate 



experiment with the support of the governor and Pdlly WUiams, 
who's a state legislator, to tiy to give public money that would 
follow children to private schools,*" said Alexander. "President 
Bush has consistently advocated and recommended to Congress not 
giving money directly to private schools but giving government 
money to middle and low income families that they could then 
spend at the schod they think best meets the needs of thdr chil- 
dren, whether it's public or private." 
Hot Springs Concerned About "At-Risk" Children 

Gus ScuUy , Hot Springs, Soutli DakoU, asked San Antonio 
leader Maria Fcrrier about the city's intervention on behalf of at-risk 
students, primarily the program that worics with preschool children 
and parents at the same time. 

*The program you're talking about is Avancc," said Fcrrier. 
'Taicnts aic brought in right in the community where they live, and 
are taught pcucndng ikiBs, job skills tndning, while at the same 
time, the children are [working]... at their own developmental pace. 
A lot of the funding has been federal, and some has been state,'* 

Fall River Lowers Dropout Rate 

John Corrdro, FaD River, Massacfausctts, noted that his 
community has cut its dropout rate by 20 percent — from 50 
percent to 30 percent — in the past five years. 'We did get the 
t>usincss community involved to a great extent," said Correiro. 
According to Cotrdro, the conmiunity did an eight-month Blue 
Ribbon Committee study of the problem, then pressured the 
community to focus on certain issues — summer school, evening 
school, work study program and a mentor program. **Our mentor 
program is aimed at elementary schods, and I'm interested in the 
[San Antonio] program I heard about tonight, because obviously 
3,000 mentors go right through the high school," said Correiro. "I 
wonder, is there a screening process [with that many mentors]?" 



According to Fctricr, in San Antonio, the mentor wodo with the 
student at the school, and vcjry seldom, at least in the school-based 
mentoring programs, goes offtfic school campus. •'AtfittaJtbe 
scicenmg goes, we work vety dofdy with the businetici lo that 
theje's an advisory council made upof thebisinetspeofsleas wefl 
as the school people, and we get to know each odier very wdl," 
said Ferrier. *Thcy also fill out a personal profile as do the children 
when we match them.** 

Phoenix Looks at Homeless Students 

Sandra Dowtiiig» Maricopa Camtf adioob iupciiiilcndcnt. 
Phoenix, Arizona, noted that Phoenix ii woridng on different 
viaHe altcmarivc fonns of education, induding a homdeis 
program for students with no school (Estrict status due to their lack 
of shelter, and a teen pregnancy program. 'Our county attoiney 
has informed us that [with our] compulsory attendance (laws] we 
could not actually do pro«ecudon, nor do I think that we would opt 
to do that anyway." 

Tulsa Superintendent Wilson commented: "I can't stress 
enough that our state laws arc not necessarily very strong. It's a 
$25 misdemeanor fine. You can be fined more for parking your 
car in the wrong place than you can for not parking your child in 
school." 

"So you can't actually go to jail?" asked Secrctaiy Alexander. 
'Tou don't necessarily, unless you don't show up, and then our 
judge might issue a bench warrant," said Wilson. "We've had 
Colorado and Kansas [call us]... interested in actually refoiming 
laws at the state level....** 

California Asks About Standards for At-Risk Students 

Dr. Joseph Ovick, Contra Costa Community CoQcgc, 
California, asked the panelists, "As you move ahead with the 
See Goat 2, next page 
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WilsoQ also discussed Tulsa's STAR Center, one of the US. dropout demoostntioa 
fedenilly-fiinded projects. 'It's making a difTcrence because it helps to serve again all of 
our county schools in Tulsa County.. ..We could not do it without the involvement and 
cooperation of Tulsa County Vo-Tech " said Wilson. **It's been instrumental in giving 
students real training and vcsiL skills to become productive in the market again." 

Accocding to Wilson, it is important to remember that the dropout problem crosses 
"every socio-^coDomic group, every race, both genders... girls as well as boys." 
Communities^ Not Just Educators Needed — MiUiken 

* We have to first start by understanding that we are not going to solve this strictly as 
educators, but it's going to take the entire community to do it," said Qties in Schools 
founder Millikeo, a dropout himself. 

I just came back from Brooklyn, where New York Schools Superintendent Joseph 
Fernandez and I opened up another school... .In that audience were the superintendent 
...district borough ptcsident..the unions... the social service peopie...the students, the 
parents, the mentocs from the business community — it was the whole community saying 
*wc're going to turn this around'." 
Education and the California Riots — Alexander 

**Education is usually not front page news or at the top of the evening television news, 
but education is the solution to most of what is," said Secretary Alexander. I had a good 
lesson in that last weck^" rcfening to his recent visU to the city of Compton, Califofnia, site 

recent riots. *m» scho<^ superintendent. Dr. J.L, Handy, told me that on© roMon for 
that is that 75 percent of the 9th graders never finish high schod." 



changes in educational programs as we arc here in Contra Costa County, are you also looking at modifying the graduation standards 
for the young people as they move through the programs?" 

*ln San Antonio, we're looking at accelerating [standards] because one of the things we're finding is that when you're woridng 
with young, at-risk pcoplc.thcsc Idds need an accelerated program, so it's almost raising the standards — but making school 
exciting," said Fcrrier. 

Secretary Alexander added: " I think some of the most interesting work I've seen going on is the wwk that Dr. Henry Levin at 
Stanford is doing with his Accelerated Schools. You don't slow anybody down, you speed them up. Dr. James Comer from Yale in 
his schools; Ted Sizer's work; the Success for All program in Baltimore — all of these are showing that the at-risk Idds don't benefit 
from being slowed down, and they can learn just as well as the others." 

Fresno Finds Attendance Programs Make a Difference 

Peter Mchas, Fresno County superintendent and FRESNO 2000 leader, noted that potential dropouts show patterns of poor 
schod attendance eariy-on, and the Fresno County school districts with vigorous attendance programs have made great gains in 
reducing the dropout rate, "Also, in tenns...of cariy intervention ...we have what we call a K-6 program, where we're woridng very 
closely with the Dq>aitment of Social Services and law enforcement agencies... [and] get social service workers into the schools at a 
very, very eariy age," said Mehas. He also noted that Fresno has been pror oting '*those skills that they feel the students need in 
order to be employaWe as they leave the schools." 
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(ioal 6 to Ut l>a(ur«i 

Second Satellite Ton n 
Meeting to Focus on 
Safe, Drug-Free Schools 



On Tuesday, June 23, oommuoities 
across the country can paitknpate in the 
second in a scries of AMERICA 2000 
Satellite Town Meetings on the six 
National Educatkn Goals. Tbeiopicof 
the meeting will be God 6, the year 
2000, evciy sd»ol in America will be 
free of dfug^ and violczioe and will oSa a 
disciplined environment cooducive to 
learning." 

The meeting, co-^nsoied by the 
Depailment of Educatioii and the US. 
Chamber of Ccmxierce, will originate 
from the Chamber's studio in Washing- 
ton, D.C, at 830 EDT and last approxi- 
mately 60 minutes. Communities can 
participate in the disoKsion by arranging a 
meeting at a kxal satellite downlink site 
and by calling a special tdepbooe number 
(to be publ icizcd during the meeting) to 
ask questions or join in the di^cussioiL 
[See box below for additioaal informa- 
tion]. 

Secretary Alexander will serve as 
nxxierator and will be joined by: 

▲ John Bailey, aide to Trenton (NJ) 
Mayor Douglas Palmer (D) and 
project director for Weed and Seed. 
Bailey will discuss the pik)t program 
fibr the fodcndly-fimded, community- 
based strategy designed to *\veed ouT 
crime, drug abuse and gang activities 
from targeted nei^iboriioods and 
"seed" them with cducationai, 
recreational and other services. 



Veronica Cdemaa judge in the 
Mempiis (IN) juvenile courts and 
chair of the MEMPHIS 2000 task 
force on Goal Six Coleman will 
discuss hew Memphis, as a commu- 
nity, has organized to combat dnigi 
and violeoce in local schools. 

Mike Hall principal of Anderson 
High School Cindnnati (OH). Hall 
wili discuss a program he developed 
for drug and akx^ preventioo that 
fixtures athletes — taking advantage 
of their status as role models — and 
uses coadies to deliver a regular, 
structured drug and alcohol curricu- 
lura The U.S. E>rug Enforcement 
Agency now uses it as a model for 
other schools. 
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Atlanta to Host Second Meeting 

A^nda for Denver's R^onal 
Leadership Woitahop &t 

John Gottschalk, publisher of the Omaha World Herald and chairman of OMAHA 2000 , 
will serve as keynote speaker for the first of six AMERICA 2000 Regional Leadership 
Workshops, in Denver, Colorado, June 29-30. 

Gottschalk will discuss community responsibilities in organizing AMERICA 2000 
initiatives, speaking irom his own experience with OMAHA 2000. Education Secretary 
Lamar Alexander also is scheduled to address the group via satellite and will follow with a 
question and answer session on a telcfAone hook-up. 

In addition, several sessions will focus on various aspects of the AMERICA 2000 four- 
part challenge: 1) adopting the National Education Goals: 2) developing a community- 
wide strategy to meet them; 3) designing a report card to measure progress; and 4) ptoming 
for and supporting a new American school. 

Among other topics during the two-day session: 

▲ "Communicating tiie AMERICA 2000 Message — The Importance of Getting 

Community 'Buy-in'"; 

▲ 'Trograms that Work: Chambers of Commerce that arc 'Breaking the Mold"*; 

▲ "^orid Qass Standards and Testing: A Voluntary System of Assessnxnts." 
The second wotohop is scheduled for Atlanta, Georgia, on July 20-21. Additional 

workshops arc planned for San Francisco and for the Northeast, Midwest and Southwest 
regions. AMERICA 2000 community and Chamber of Commerce leaders can attend any 
workshop regardless of regioa For additional informatk>n, contact (202) 401-0039. 



How to Join the June 23 Satellite Tonn Meeting 



The next SateffitcTo^)raMcctiIl^ Win be Tuesday, J^^ Atestsignal 
will begin at 8 pjn. 

Locating a Downlink Site 

Pttivklc your ^'downttnk' site with the fdkn^ 

C4MLnd* Kn-band 

Galaxy6 SBS-6 
TiasBpooder 9, Channel 9 Transponder 10 

Horizontal Polarization Vertical polarization 

Downlink frequency 3880 Mhz Downlink frequency 11945.5 Mhz 

Audio Sttoirien 6.2and6.8 Audio Subcarrien 62and6.8 

♦Please note that the C4)and coordinates are different from the ones used 
AMERICA 2000 Satemte Town luting. The Ku-bond coordinates re^^ 

J.C I^nneyCo. has infiwmcd the Department that it intends to make downlink 
available at selected stofts in the Central, Mountain and Pacific Tmie Zones [not die Eastern or 
Atlantic Tune Zones because of store hows]. The AMERICA 2000 Office (1-800-USA- 
LEARN) has a listing of the kxalJ.C Pfenneystoies which plan to offer downlink sites. 

Can't kxatc a downlink? Have technical pioblcms at the last minute wh^ 
time for the transmissioo? CaU (719) 444^)803 for a live, audio^y fieed of the moeti^ 

Here 's How Other Communides Did It,., 

County cducationai centers, local schools and even a nci^bbochoo^ 
communities to arrange satellite ''downlinks'* and meeting places fior the first AMERICA 2000 
Satellite Town Meeting, May 26. Many communities picked up the meeting on kxal cable 
See Town Meeting , next page 



NEWS IN BRIEF... 

MAMI 2000 Kicks Off 
On May 29, Secretary Afex- 
ander joirmi canmurUty, educa- 
tfon ar)cl,busmess leaders at the 
Graham Canmfor tha iamch of 
MIAMI 20&). Laading the Miami 
effort are Florfda International 
Univ&rsity (RU), Miami-Dade 
Community CoBege, Dade County 
pubSc schools and the Greater 
Miami Chamt^er of Commerce. 
XHjr plans fit right Into the 
AMERICA 2000 plan, " said FlU 
President Modesto Maidique. 
4a/t£/VE (TX) 2000 Launch&a 

On May 21 ABILENE 2000 
kicked off at the k)cal dvic center. 
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 
Mk:haei Wifiiams represented the 
Education Departnwt 



Gunning for the Sbc 
National Education Goals 

HeiB aiB the 20 Qeof^ oommurAiM, 
recognized by Qov. Z0I Mier Mfler this 
month, that hsy» ofganizdd as QEORQIA 
2(XX) oocnmunllee and are planning hm to 
meet the Natk>nal Education QoalB —to 
reduce the dropout rate» raise idence and 
nruth achievement and the li« — In their 
hometowns. Most of the organizBd eflbrts are 
outside the ^eater metro area 

Malta .Houston Co. 

Aihen&Claito Co JenitoCo. 

Carroion Valdoeta-tjowidesCo. 

Coffee Co Maoon Coiumt^ia Co, 

CoiumUa Co Psuiding Co. 

Coweta Co PfctonsCo. 

DeKatoCo PteroeCo. 

EmanueiCo FWxjnCo. 

QriltVvSpakingCo RockdaJeCo. 

KaberahamCo Sandy Springs Co. 



Grant Announced to Develop World Class Arts Standards 

TheU.S. Department of Educatk)ri. the Natk>nalEndovvment for the ArlB^ 
if4ationa] Endowment for the Hunrtanftiee launched a key element of the AMERICA 2000 
A1I3 Partnership on June 4 t}y announcing a $250,000 grant to a consortiun of arts 
adtjcalors to develop voiuntaiy World Class Standards for arti education. The grant 
arwv}urKed is for the first year of what is expected to t>e a two-year effort 

The grant will enable the Consortium of National Arts Education Associations which 
Inches repreeentBtives from the American Alliance for Theater and Education, the Music 
Educators Natk>nai Conference, the National Art Education Association, and the National 
Dance Association — to coordinate and oversee the development of voluntary World Class 
Standards in the major arts disciplines — dance, theater, the visual arts and muste and other 
related subjects. 

The AlVIERiCA 2000 Arts Partnership was announced In March arxi Is a sc /ervpart 
strategy that includes developing voluntary World Class Standards for the Icnowiec ge, sidlls 
and understanding that al students should acquire in the arts. 

In addition to developing voiuntary World Class Standards, the AMERICA 2000 Arts 
Pannersr^p calls lor: InvolvingAMERiCAaooOcommifiities in arts education; helping states 
implement the new voluntary standards; creating a Natonal Center for Arts Education; 
expanding the National Assessment of Educational Progress to include arts assessment; 
developing a research agenda in arts education; and designing a National Arts Education 
Dissemination Networtc. 



T own \fvi'tinf*, ctmtinued 



aoocasdnimdsfimTO^KGttlExteQsknUiii^^ OtlieiB uedoet^boa 

\vith backyaid sateUile dishes: 
▲ Leiii4tfln(MA)wKUiiedlfaefitstSatelHteTow^ 
the adKM^is Imvd sftlelHte dishes Slid in access cfai^^ 

CcrporatknfixEdxicatkxialTefeooii&iti^ TLekxal cable ooG^my also made Ibe 

SftteUite Town Mectmg available lo the oocnmuinty. 
A Ifi^ilawlCoii]ty(OH)witd)edattbeI^ 

EooDomic Advancement) wbkh houses the Chamber of Coouneroe and die Adnj . Bduca- 

tkn Department ofGitat Oaks JomtVocatioD&l School Hie cable company pfovidodttte 

snrvkx fiee, aixi the kxai K-Miit kui^ tdeviskxis at no ^ 
A MiuBtee(il^) viewed ifae Town Meetmg at the school 

Center, wfakii has a satelHle dish bed kxated at the Media Resource 

and school spedalists. The Town Meeting was broadcast oommunity-wide throog^ the 

Manatee Bdncatioiial TelevisioQ System, and the Chamber hosted an oo-«ite meeliiig fiv 

patents, tcadiets, azid bosmess leaders. 
A WaIiiit(IA) used the cGKutyexteosk» service center (18 niile^ 

downlink &dlity oa-site fibr leaming» when the local cable company said it could not 

arrange the dcmiiiinL 
A Flscataway/Middks«x(NJ)&Givi out that the locale^ 

either satellite, 90 o(gani2»s tntned to Max^ Sporte Cafi^ which 000^ 

The restaurant provided a aieeting aita and phone to call in. 
Other cooununilies tomed to local hi^ scho(^, local community colleges, state 
networlcs, Public Broadcasting stations, and local utility board rooms. 
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The next AMERICA 2000 
Regional Workshops are in 
Atlanta, GA, July 20-21, 
and San Francisco, CA, 
September 15-16... 
See back page for details. 

Want to Orgiurtize Your f 
Own T6v/n M^ing ? 

the n0xiAlvlgR]eA epooCvateiiite 

ail children starting school ready to 
team.. Here's haw several cornmunilieB 
organized meedngs. around the last 
AMERICA aOOD SateaUe Town hAeeX- 
mg, JUf>6.23:. .. 

A P^erre&fOughUn ih^j pp^tce. About 
30 refitdonts In Rerre, SoutJ) Dakota, 
heict a local meeting before and after 
the sateHite transmtsfiicxi to dscuss 
community needs and inviled the 
police to speak about crime, drugs 
and alcohd In the schools, "ifsa 
way that we c^npUl our assets 
togetherr.sakj Tom Leckey, PIERRE 
20QO coordinator. 
:^ Antot^ioM^.t Oprah Style, An 
hour before the satellite transmission. 
San Anrton<o< Texas, held a torum 
Oprah V^nlrey style — with SAM 
ANTONIO 2000 leader Katyne 
ConJey, waWng around the audience 
with a microphone, takff^g conrnenls 
and ques^ons. About 70 San 
Antonians listened to a panel which 
EnckJded members ot Victory Out- 
reach, a group of fornDer gang 
members v^o help keep youngsters 
from joining gang$. . According to 
Skip Cox, Chairman of SANf ANTO- 
NIO 2000, the meeting is *a very 
positive thing, it [s really getting that 
dialogue moving...." 

iv D?jnlomiii?? Coined Forci?8. About 
150 people representing mn^ school 
districts in Bentonvflle, Arkansas, 
attended a meeting at Wal-Mart 
headquarters. After tie SaleSile 
Town MeetHig, school administrators, 
teachers, parents, and interested 
cltizene were able to connment and 
ask questions, 

;)« Dicki^n^on f??cused on 8mge 
Dfinkin<5. Abait 25 people attended 
a local meeting after the Satellite 
Town Meeting to discuss binge 
drinking in Dickinson, Norlii Dakota. 
Partic'^atits included teachers, 
representa^ves from the Chamt>er of 
Commerce and the k>cal Coca Cola 
company^ school administrators, 
representatives from the juvenile 
divi^^on, and tl^ dean of student 
affairs at Dk:kinsan State Universrty. 
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400 Communities Join Second 
AMERICA 2000 SateUite Town Meeting 

Trenton, New Jersey, is using a community-based program to *Svccd" out crime and 
drug use and "seed" neighborhoods with social and educational services. Memphis, 
Tennessee, has formed a local task force to address school-related drug and violence 
problems. Both communities were highlighted during the second AMERICA 2000 
Satellite Town Meeting, June 23, which focused on National Education Goal 6 — safe, 
disciplined, drug-free schools. 

Nearly 400 communities and local chamt)ers of commerce arranged satellite '*down- 
links" to join the meeting, which was sponsored by the U.S. Chamb>er of Commerce and 
the U.S. Department of Education and moderated by Secretary Lamar Alexander. Guests 
in the U.S. Chamber's studio in Washington, D.C, were: 

A John Bailey, aide to Trenton Mayor Douglas Palmer (D) and project director for the 

city's federal!} -sponsored Weed and Seed program; 
A Veronica Coleman, judge in the Memphis juvemle courts and chair of the MEMPHIS 

2000 task force on Goal Six; and 
A, Mike Hall, principal of Anderson High School, Cincinnati, Ohio, and creator of a 

schod-basod drug and alcohol prevention program focusing on athlete$. 
Weed and Seed Harnesses Community Resources — Bailey 

'We've cleared out the open air drug traffickers and removed the violent offciKicrs from 
particular areas of Trenton,** said John Bailey, who said that the Weed and Seed program 
also provides four "safe haven schools," which arc kept open after the normal school day 
for use by the community. 'What we've tried to do is to make sure that young people, 
seniors, families, have a place to go for enrichment — be it educational, recreational, 
cultural or sodaL'' 

Secretary Alexander noted that Kansas City, Missouri, is the other test site for a Weed 
and Seed program, and 17 other cities — including Boston, Denver and Los Angeles — 
have been awarded federal funds for their own programs. **If you want to ask about 
starting up a Weed and Seed project, please call your local U.S. Attorney,'* he said 
Parents Critical in Curbing School Drug and Violence — Coleman 

According to Veronica Coleman, the MEMPHIS 2000 Task Force sees the home and 
family as central to finding a solution for drugs and violence in the schools. "School 
systems balk when it is suggested that the solution to drugs and violence is going to be 
found within the school system,*' said Coleman. **If children sec violence at home, if they 
see disrespect, then that's what they're going to bring with them to the classroom." 

Coleman observed that many of the MEMPHIS 2000 Task Force recommendations 
included some type of parental training, **even parental training for students, because so 
many young students are having children of their own. We have to start very cariy." 

Among existing programs helping Memphis reach Goal 6: 

▲ Memphis City Schools' Center for Drug Free Schools, established two years ago, 
offers prevention and treatment services to students, teachers, parents, schools and 
communities. 

▲ The Urban Initiative works in tandem with Drug Free Schools' Center, recruiting and 

See Satellite, page 4 



Note to Communities That Used JX. Penney's "Downlink'* Sites 

Duo to d l<MJinn;al f)robluiri, cornmuniliLS ub.in(j J C rwHjy s doaiiliiiK" ^ (iuniKj 
Ihn last Sjlrllito T't^-vrt fiol roceiyo (he IransrHisMOfJ Vidrf)tap'.^ Ihe 

fniM.'iMif) vMil in' nui\\it<\ to Ihr-so LOnuniirutjes vvttluf) the n»,'xt woe,'k 
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A National Conversation 

Communities Talk Goal 6: Setfe, 

LecuUrs in 400 comtmrniiUs across the country joined the second AMERICA 2000 Satellite Town Meeting, June 23, with questions and 
comments about Goal 6 — s^tfe, disciplined, drug-free schools by the year 2000. Following are highlights of the hour-long meeting: 



Lehigh Valley Asks About Community Cooperation 
Jerry McAddams, Lehigh Valley, PennsySvanui, asked how 
other sectors of the community woik with the schools in dealing 
with the conditions that breed drug use and violence. Trenton 
OfAdal John Bailey responded: "You bring those scctore of the 
community together that are interested in the problem....! staited 
with community meetings.. ..My second visit was to the school 
superintendent, to make sure that she was aware of what we were 
doing and to get her blessings for opening up the schools... .[It*s 
important] to bring together parcnts...to make sure they are 
educated 

San Antonio Wants More on What Works 
Karyne Conley, San Antonio, Texas, noted that San Antonio's 
**C0" [Coalition] is successfully bringing together community 
groups, Conley asked about similar programs in other parts of the 
country. Memphis Juvenile Court Judge Veronica Coleman 
responded: "[0]ur prognim...the Urban Initiative., brings together 
[community groups]....! think every school in Memphis now has 
been adopted by a business. They actually took all of these 
interested community participants to a two-day retreat.. .and they 
came away with action plans." 

MiddletoM'n Talks Parental Involvement 
Deb Edgerton, Middletown, Ohio, asked about strategics to 
increase arid improve parental involvement. John Bailey re- 
sponded: "tin Trenton], we're organizing parents in the Safe 
Haven Schools prc)gram....[W]e have a Community Advisory 
Board for each Safe Haven school where parents are directly 
involved in...programnung....Safe Haven schools arc open from 
3:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m., and [earlier] during the summer.... We're 
trying to make sure we address the types of concerns that parents 
feel are important... .Education enrichmcnt...technology...are built 
into our SaJfe Haven programs. At the same time, we try to bring 
parents in and make them more aware of the types of things that 
they need to be about.... *^ 

Dallar, Fights School Drugs/Crime 
Blanca Martinez, Dallas, Texas, talked about a successful 
Dallas-based program, Nucstro ( atro, which receives federal 
support. ^^We're a community-based organization that has formed 
a partnership with the schools....We've been very successful in 
lowering gang violence.... We provide mentors for the kids... 
counseling. ..field trips... parenting classes. Home visits are 
mandated for the counselors.... The kids themselves wrote and 
produced a play [about a type of drug commonly used in the 
Latino Commumty]....We take it to all of the elementary and 
middle schools, and the kids talk to the kids. For more informa- 
tion about the program, call the Office of Juvenile Justice (U.S. 
Department of Justice; 202-307-5914] or Nucstro Centre [in 
Dallas; 214-948-TEEN]." 

Contra Costa County Asks About Federal Fundlnt; 
Jean Perry, San Pablo, California, asked: '*The Contra Costa 
Council Education Task Force.. .wants to know [if] you foresee 
sustained federal funding — like five to ten years — available to 
implement drug prevention and early intervention programs in 
schools. Secretary Alexander responded: "Yes. Fve talked to 
many of the members of Congress. Froin Washington, it's 



difficult to do things that are reaUy useful in local classrooms and 
communities, but the Congress has committed to that." 

Coachella Valley Talks About Federal Support 
Jandil E^eraJda, Coochella Valley, California, noted that her 
community has been declared an enterprise zone arKi asked if there 
is any advantage in receiving Weed and Seed funding. Trenton's 
John Bailey responded: "I think it to your advantage... |T]he 
President's fiscal year budget for '93, part of the $500 million 
...will be tied to the enterprise zones....** [Editor'i Note; sec lead 
story for details on ^Weed and Seed"] 

Secretary Alexander added, "I'm glad you're thinking and 
talking about things that way..... [YloucanXtalk^bwt^tbc^ . 
programs separately.. ..Adding enterprise zone to that, taking all the 
federal and state and local programs, pulling them together and 
focusing them on children is really what an AMERICA 2000 
community ii all about" 

Hatticsburg Asks About Prenatal Drug Abuse Victims 
Sheiia Jackson, Hattiesburg, Mississippi, asked for some 
examples of successful programs for children entering school who 
have been victims of prenatal dnjg abuse John Bailey replied: 
'*...[I]n school districts around the country, superintendents, 
principals, referees, everyone is concerned about thit issue. I 
would suggest [that] the caller.. .try to find out what may be the 
particular need in your commuiuty...." [Editor's Note: For the 
latest research on this topic and examples of community-based 
programs, contact: National Association for Perinatal Addiction 
Research and Education; 1 1 E Hubbard Street, Suite 200; Chicago, 
IL 60611; 312-329-2512.] 

Anchorage Asks about Financing Education Reform 
Patricia Needy in Andiorage^ Alaska, asked how Memphis 
Gnanced its education reform committee. Veronica Coleman 
responded: "We started with Gve or six sponsors from the business 
community. I believe our original budget was at $75,000.. ..We 
have a great volunteer effort [and] three coordinators....We*ve got 
great support from the business community to help us 
implement.. some of the recommendations....'* 

Ilichmond Asks About Inner City Role Models 
Alonza Lawrence, Richmond, Virginia, asked for suggestions on 
ways to keep role models in communities hard hit by drugs and 
violence. Trenton's John Bailey responded: "...[Y]ou can never 
tell a person where he or she can live. I think we need to come to 
grips with that....[W]e just sent approximately 100 black male role 
models into the middle schools in Trenton.. ..The superintendent 
identified middle school youngster as having a pressing need, and 
the mayor made a call to his friends and other African- American 
males to come to his ofrice.,..be oriented and trained. ...Then we 
take those people and tie them into the scliool district's mentoring 
programs.. .rat her than trying to create ar>o(her mentor program...." 

Port.IcTvis Uses I '.arly Intervention 
Ann Corcoran, Port Jervis, New Vor k, noted that her commu- 
nity is using early intervention to build students* scJf-cstccni in 
grade school and cariy middle school. She observed that more 
trained people arc needed at a time when education is facing 
budget cuts. Secretary Alexander replied: ''Often by Uie time we 
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Disciplined, Drug-Free Schools 



recognize a need in Washington... the need is something different. 
The President's proposal [GI Bill for Children, announced on 
June 25 — to be discussed in the next AMERICA 20O0 Newslet- 
ter] will give scholarships to middle and low income families that 
they can take to schools that meet the needs of thdr children, and 
then the schools themselves can decide how to spend the money. If 
they want to hire counselors, stay open until 8:00 or 9:00 at mght, 
or create a safe haven, they can do that, because usually the 
teachers on the spot have a better idea of what needs to happen to 
those children than somebody in Washington." 

Marietta Talks Weapons Policies 
Frances Roberson, Marietta^ Georgia, asked about school 
weapons policies. Cincinnati Principal Milcc Hall replied: "We try 
to make the school a very high risk area for drugs.. .weapons. ...We 
set up a student handbook that spcUs out the consequences.... 
When. ..we have to take somebody out in handcuffs, we take them 
out when there is a class change, and then everyone in school 
knows that it's going on." 

Oakhurst Has Voluntary Druft Testing 
Bob LaB^lle, Oakhurst, California, told participants that his 
community has just started a voluntary drug testing program in the 
high school, and he would be willing to share that with anyone 
who's interested in that program. * We have parents and students 
both sign up for the program. The [drug test] results come back 
just to the parent and the student if it's a positive test We've had a 
lot of success.... It gives students an opportunity to say no.. ..We 
have up to 45 percent of our students involved right now.'* 
[Editor's Note: For more information, contact 1-800-USA- 
LEARN (for a fact sheet) or Bob LaBdle 209-683-4667. 



Santa Fc Asks About Student Courts 
Mike Berry, Santa Fe, Texas, asked for examples of communi- 
ties using student courts to oversee violations that occur on school 
property. [Editor's Note: Docs your community have a successful 
student court? Contact the AMERICA 2000 Newsletter, U.S. 
Department of Education; 400 Marylaixi Avenue, S.W.; Room 
2089, Washington, D.C. 20202,] 

Salem Talks Student Courts,..Parentlng Education 
Don Perkins, Salem, Oregon, called in to respond to Berry's 
question: "Student courts used to [exist] about 1970,'* said Perkins, 
^T^ut they don't seem to be doing very much around the country at 
this point." He then asked about parenting education programs. 
Secretary Alexander said: "Senator Bond of Missouri has 
introduced legislation that would expand Missouri's Parents As 
Teachers program.. ..Missouri has hzid several years experience 
with the program, and feels it helps. It's voluntary. Nobody goes 
bursting into a home, but parents who want help can get some 
advice." [Editor's Note: For information about Parents As 
Teachers, contact Parents As Teachers National Center, University 
of Missouri- St. Louis; 8001 NaUiral Bridge Road; St. Louis, 
Missouri 63121; 314-553-5738.] 

Veronica Coleman added: 'There is a school in 
Memphis...teaching the high schoo' teenagers who have had a 
pregnancy how to be parents. I'm sure that's funded through the 
Memphis City School System budget....Therc may be some state 
funds available for that type of parenting, but for the adults 
themselves, in parent education, that's largely done through 
separate groups like mental health centers. John Bailey con- 
cluded: "...[I]f you're shrewd and creative, you will find a way to 
See Goal 6, next page 




Nearly 400 communities participaed in the s econd AMERICA 2000 Satellite Town Meeting, with communities in forty-nine cf 
the fifty stales tuned in. By state, New York had the most commmities participating in the satellite town meeting ( 35), followed by 
Texas (30). CaUfomia (19) and Massachusetts (19). 
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DONTFORGBTTHE 
REGIONAL WORKSHOPS^ 

WheraWheo: Soulh&m Regan: 
Atfenta. OA Jidy 20^21; 
Wsstem Region: San Frandsco, CA, 
September 15-16; 

AckMonal workshop sites vSl be listed 
atatatsr(iate. 

Who Should Attend: Anyon& 

intBmted in starting or devehping an 

APjERICA 2000 effoft in his orhsr 

community. 

Cost $45perp^on 

Regislr^on: 

lEABNor2O2r401<)039 • 



ational events, etc. Seventeen Urban Initiative schooj/commumty '^^-^l ^ ^ teaches sldUs to resist peer 

A ;t:;,''F^^^i: .igh.-n,o„,h, boo,.c„pM,le .raintag p.g»n c,«,W .he „,ue., of ,h= Me.pha> Juvenile CoM.o.e^e 14-17 

year-old drug offenders. 
Hrna nnd Alcohol Procrams Cross All Communities — Hall 
''ci^l^fiSZlnlv^ Mike Hall observed that drug and alcohol problems cross 
communities - from inner cities to suburbia. "There are [dr^ig/alcohol] piogianis that are 
successful in all kinds of settings, but basically the strategies arc the same fid HaU_ 

Hall's drug and alcohol awareness program n^uires all student athletes (about h^f the 
student popdation) to sign a pledge promising to be alcohol- and dr^ig-free ^"""8 the sports 
season Parents an= asked to assign. Cemral to the program IS 'The Room, a drojvin 
^^ng center open all day long during school and staffed by adult and student volu^ eers. 
?sT^ out-of-th^^way place, but they're basically free to discuss anything they want to 
discuss " said Hall. "The number one rule is whatever is said there, stays there. 

Be LSL program started. 68 percent of the student athletes admitted to alcoho useand 35 
De«^nt^d they used dnigs. A recent survey found that 97 percent of Anderson atWetes are 
To^TlS and dr^g- fr^ during their sport season, and 72 percent say they stayed that way 

US. VruTEnforxement Agency has published Hall's prognmi and 'li,=tnt>ut« it^th the 
help of the national High School Athletic Coaches Association, the NaUonal Football U^gue 
and International Association of Chiefs of Police. 



Goal 6, conuunetf 



be able to put together, thir^ugh foundations and corporaaons dollars to support programs 
along those lin^." For additional information on parent training, contact the Na^ona. 
pSon of Parents 3 14-968-1322 or the Parent's Resource InsWute for Drug Educaaon 
404-577-4500. 

Bcntonville Asks About Integrating Drug Education nke 
MariMlU Adair, BcntonvUle, Arkansas, asked how schools arc plaang prograins like 
dn^r^u<^rin their curricula. HaU responded: "In the health cun^culum. a substance 
^llSon would certainly fit...and one of the goals obviously is to have a K through 1 2 
SbLce abuse curriculum. The thing that is really key ...is to mtegrate tins whole idea o 
ITZ abuse in aU of the other curricula... You can easUy. in ^^-^^^^^^ ^ 
English clas^es. have students writing about the subject, m Soaal Studies classes, and 

TZirS;" 'The Memphis Mendez Curriculum...is in K through 12-..Inthe first 
six STidSght through the health courses curriculum, but in the upper grade levels, 
it's SSiough'he core courses...and it's supposed to be not only an intervention but 
prevention curriculum as well." 



the National Education 
Goals in Brief... 

1. All Children Ready for School 

2. 90=0 Gfaduc^llon R<itc 

3MfK\\ Children Proficicnl m At 
■Leasl English, Math. Science. 
"^Hislory, and Geography 

4. First in Ihe World in Math and 
Sctence 

5. Every Adult Literate and Able 
lo Compete in the Work Force 

6. Drugs and Violence Out of 
Schools 
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Dont forget the next AMERICA 
2000 Regional Workshops — 
Atlanta, GA July 20-21, and 
San Francisco, CA, Septem- 
ber 15-16. Call 1-800-USA- 
UEARN for details.... 
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President Proposes "GI Bill for CMdrerf' 

Calling it cnjcial cxxnponoit of CHIT eff^ 
Goals " Prcadcnt Bush transmitted to the Congress a new **GI Bill for Childrcn" on June 25. The 
pcupoecd Icgislatkm >raild aUhorize $500 

amounts in 1^ years for states and immunities to give $1 ,000 schdaishipR to middlo- and low- 
income childrai. Families could spend the scholarships at any lawfully operating school of their 

choice public, private, or religious — including up to $500 of the money for supplementary 

academic services for their children " 



In a message to Congress, die President naed 
that the bill **will give middle- and low4ncome 
femilies more of die same choices available to 
wealthier families." He described why the 
measure is moddcd after the existing CI Bill for 
veterans: 

This consumer power gave veterans 
opportunity, helped to create the best 
system of colleges and universities in the 
world and gave America a new gemration 
of leaders.... This bill [GI Bill for Chil- 
dren] will.. .provide new Junds at the school 
site that teachers and principals can use to 
help all children achieve... create a market- 
place of educational opportunities to help 
improve all schools; engage parents in 
their children's schooling; and encourage 
creation of other academic programs for 
children before and after school, on 
weekends, or during school vacations. 
States or localities would be required to apply 

for the funding, and the Secretary of Education 

would select grantees on the basis of: 

1) the number and variety of choices made 
available to families; 

2) the extent to which the applicant has provided 
cduc;^onal choices to all children, including 
children who arc not eligible for scholarrihips; 

3) the proportion of children who will porticipole 
from low-income families; 

4) The applicant's financial support (including 
private support) for the project 

The maximum family income allowed for 
eligibility would be ddcimincd by the state or 
locality recdving the grant, but it could net 
excccrJ the grater of the median income for the 
state oc the national median income, adjusted fa 
family size. In 1989. the national median family 
income for a family of four was about S40.0ai 

'This L"5 the muscle parents need to tiansfam 
our education system and create the best schools 
in the worid for all ouf children," said the 
Prcskicnt. 



WliattheC.I ltlllf(.rC liil(lren 
Can Mean for CVminiuiiities.- 



The Education Department has 
produced a table showing the Impact o< 
\\)e new proposed federal grants on 
selected schod dbtiicU across the 
country (Editor's No<e: states, dties. 
counties and o<her governmental units 
are also eligible to receive grants.] 

Bimiingham, Alabama, for example, 
would be eligible (or up to $34 million 
urxier the GI Bill for Children, based on 
^Ihe fact that there are 46.000 public and 
private school children within the local 
school district, and 34.000 middle- and 
low-income children would be eKgible for 
$1,000 scholarships. This Is more than 
double the amount the dwtrict already 
receives from the Department for 
elementary and secondary education 
programs. The $500 million for the G I 
BiU in the first year could fund roughly 15 
dtelricts similar to Birmingham. 

A sampling of other schoo<_districts 
(irxJs: 

A Indianapolis. Indiana, would be 
eligible to receive up to $37 million in 
new lunds over and atwve (and 
almost double) the 197 million 
federal do«ars current V provided by 
the Departnrwnt of Education; 

A Milwaukee. Wisconsin, wouid be 
eligible to receive up to $72 million in 
new funds— more than double the 
amount provided by the Department 
of Education in 1990-91; 

A San Jose. California, would be 
eligible (or up to $20 million In new 
funds over and above cuaent funding 
levels and almost six times the $3.3 
miUion provided in the 1988-69 school 
year. 

For more information about tho GI Bill 
lor Children, including a listing of possible 
awards in selected school districts, call 1- 
800-USA.LEARN. 
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Grant Announced to Develop Civics Standards NEWS IN BRIER 



The Department of Education has 
awarded $505,000 to the Center for Civic 
Education to support a two-year project 
to develop voluntary World Class 
Standards for elementary and secondary 
education in government and civics. 

Secretary Lamar Alexander was joined 
by former U.S. Supreme Court Chief 
Justice Warren Burger and Center 
Director Charles N. Quigley at the 
announcement on July 1 . Education 
Department funding will be supple- 
mented by $20O,0CO from the Pew 
Charitable Trusts. 

The grants will enable the Center, with 
assistance from the National Council for 
the Social Studies and a national review 
committee, to coordinate the develop- 



ment of education standards at various 
grade levels. The review committee will 
include educators; evaluation experts: 
scholars in history, the humanities and 
the social sciences; and representatives 
of professional organizations. 

In addition to supporting the develop- 
ment of standards in civics, the Depart- 
ment has announced similar initiatives in 
history, with the National Center for 
History in the Schools; in science, with 
the National Academy of Science; and 
the arts, with a consortium of arts 
educators. Standards in mathematics 
have already been developed and are 
being implemented by the National 
Council of Teachers of Mathematics. 



Need Help in Assessing Your Community's Educational Needs? 



The AMERICA 2000 Office has learned of two assessment tools which 
might be useful for communities looking for help in assessing their strengths 
and weaknesses in terms of reaching the six National Education Goals: 
L United Way's COMPASS Program — a community assessment and 
action system developed at United Way of America through a grant 
from the Gannett Foundation with help from the Urban Institute. 
Many local United Way offices have purchased this assessment package 
from national headquarters and may be willing to work with local 
AMERICA 2000 groups in determining heal education needs. For 
information about the package, contact your local United Way organiza- 
tion or United Way of America: 401 N. Fairfax St.: Alexandria, VA 
22314-2034: 703-683-7887, (Jim Morrison). 
2, A five- page Community Assessment Format developed by the Cities in 
Schools program to assist local AMERICA 2000 communitieSy assess 
school needs, problems and resources. For a copy, contact 1-800-USA- 
LEARN. 



TenjnBSBBes . Mssfs^ippl and 

coaUtton to achiw^ th^ Nation^f 
editcatimG(>ai$^.^^^ the 

fimAMEBiCA:iom ':. 

announced f^SAA<im}nistrator 
Oanhl GoldjnahdiE^atioa: 
S&^retary Larnit^AJj^ki^^^ 
9MTie twofe^rai^^ • 
otklmed thB mfi}kti^^::d(iring'a^ 
vidaQ.t^fecQ^ 
g(:^rnor^.offiCB$(M^ 

the program y^ll tnctuda 9$,000 
sUtdents m a $0-mM radius at the 
p<>ini where the three stated 
converge. 

WASHfrnroN, o:c. ^mo noids 

Education Sutntnit . . 

Mayor Sharon Pratt Kefly (D) 
convened the first . Education 
Summit to focus community 
attention on re forniing education 
and identify new resources to 
augment the educational systemy 
May 15-16. . The meeting^ hefd at 
the University of the District of 
Columbia, was part of D.C/$ 
Vountdown to 2000/ the city*$ 
version of AMEHiCA.SOOO. 

Planning for the summit actually 
began in August 1991\ when Kelly 
formed the Mayor's Education 
Youth CounclK Local community 
groups, advisory neighborhood 
commissions, and the general 
public were also involved in the 
planning. 
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NEWS IN BRIER.. 

JC P^ey, Jahmon Conirois 
afid Mrtd'Sxtm^iion WnP^mffy: (via 

tQ:provki&:<k}mi}mkM9$.io:. 

AMemCA 2000:BaMite Town 

8;$0pj7fi^.EDT> . Vie meeting will 
idcti^ ort f^ti6r^:^ctucntion Goal 
l.-'^Bythiy^^ in 
America, vw// 0af:schbol ready, to 

' }tym0^s^0iav 
dowhMk-die\ ref&r to last week's 

additiamtWi^m^ the. 
sites. off j^r^py^^^^^ 
Johnson Control^ and Mhd 
Extension UniVer^ty;.caIf 1-800- 
U3AA.EARN. 

Northwest Arkaiisas Joins 

On My IO4 Education Secretary 
Lamar Ahxand^rpa\Medt6 the 
northwestern comer of Arkansas 
to join i$ communi^es for the 
launch of NORTHWEST ARKAN^ 
SAS2O00.. The Secretary Joined 
Arkansas LL QovertKirJim Quy 
Tucker (D), corporata ofSdafs from 
Wal-Mart^ nepresentaiives from 
locaf r^^ambers of oommerce and 
school andcotnmanity leaders at 
the kick-off, which was held in 
Springda/e. 

Twin Cltm MmNEBOTA 2m> 
;Sr^ort Lamchetd 

Minnesota Governor Ame 
Carinon(Rl Superintendent of St. 
Paul Schocts Cumnan GaineSt 
Minneapolis Mayor Don Fraser 
(D}r md Education Secretary 

Nbwb In Brlmt, page 4 
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NASDC Selects 11 Design Teams 
for Break-the-Mold Schools 

The New American Schools Development Corporation (NASDC) announced on 
July 9 the selection of 1 1 design teams whose ideas will serve as blueprints for 
communities to reinvent their schools to reach the National Education Goals. The 
selection was made from nearly 700 proposals received in response to the 
Corporation's call last Fall for proposals to "help all students meet world-class 
standards in at least five core subjects." 

"These New American School design teams are in the forefront of a movement that 
will» by the end of the 1990s, create revolutionary new schools," said President Bush. 
"I know that AMERICA 2000 Communities in every state wiU be anxious to study 
and to use these new school designs to help create their own New American Schools." 

The design teams will work initially in schools and school systems in more than 20 
states. They will reach elementary, middle and high school students, along with pre^ 
schoolers and older citizens in urban, suburban and rural areas. 

^7 know that AMERICA 2000 Communities in 
every state will be anxious to study and to use these 
new school designs to help create their own New 



American Schools. 



President George Bush 



''Our challenge brought together the talent, energy and vision of many of the 
nation's most creative thinkers in education and business, along with community 
leaders and parents," said NASDC President and CEO Ann McLaughlin. *'It united 
them in creating real plans to help students make a quantum leap in learning." 

Criteria important to the selections included the likelihood that the designs will 
enable all students to reach the National Education Goals and attain world class 
standards, and the quality of plans to assess the performance of the design. Among 
the proposals: new teacher/mentor relationships; the moving of '^classrooms" into 
community areas such as government offices, libraries and technology centers; 
performance, instead of age, groupings; integration of health and social services into 
school sites; and curricula designed to develop good students and good citizens [see page 
2 for details.] 

''Our challenge brought together the talent, 
energy and vision of many of the nation \s most 
creative thinkers in education and business, 
along with community leaders and parents. " 

.Ann McLaughlin 
NASDC President and CEO 

NASDC! currcnlly is in the proows of negodaling contracts with each of the 11 teams. 
Tlic leajns will tlevdop, lest and implement their designs in three phases: 
A Pfiase I, Search and Design (Summer 1992-Sujmner 1993). Initial contracts will be 
for one year, during which each team is expected to develop the basic design it 
propor>cs and define the slandaids against whic ' the design will be assessed. 

See T earns , pdg^ 4 
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NASDC Teams Offer Ideas, 



With its selection of 11 design teams, the New American Schools Development Corporation set in motion individuals and organizxitions 
that bring together theory and education practice to apply to the design of break-the-ntold New American Schoois, These schools wUl help 
commtutities across the country reach the six National Education Goals: 



ATLAS Communities, Providence, RI 
Several corporations and business organizations have joined forces 
with reformer James Comer, Theodore Sizcr and Howard 
Gardner in a proposal which focuses on the overall development of 
the child — lo<^dng at all the reMonsbips that the child is 
engaged in while growing up and trying to malcc them meaningful, 
important and supportive. The design calls for specialized **t earns" 
to help ensure continuity in management, fotge bonds between 
schools and communities and encourage students* intellectual and 
social development. For example, a {danning and management 
team — comprised of teachers, parents, schod counselors, high 
school students and the principal — will prioritize, coordinate and 
monitor school activities. A community health team of teachers, 
parents and community health officials will focus on child 
development issue* and school-wide proWems— e.g., how to deal 
with a high transfer rate. [Qxitact: Theodore R. Sizer, Coalition 
of Essential Schools; Brown University; Box 1969; Providence, RJ 
02912] 

The Odyssey Project, (Jaston County, NC 
Family involvement in schooling is a primary goal of the project, 
which requires mastery of the basics — combined with language, 
ait, and drama — in five levels of schooling or "learning centers" 
b>ased on performance outcomes instead of grade levels. Adult 
family members are expected to provide 1 0-20 hours of service to 
the learning centers each year. A Learning Support Center will be 
open 12 hours a day, and students will attend school at least 200 
days each yeeu. Social and health services will be available on 
campus. By the time they graduate, students will have performed 
at least 220 hours of community service aiui will leave school 
technologically literate. [Contact: Joseph F. Miller, Gaston 
County Design Team; 943 Osceola Street; P. O. Box 1397; 
Gastonia, NC 28053] 

Roots and Wings, Lexington Park, MD 
Led by design team leader Robert E. Slavin of Johns Hopkins 
University, Roots and Wings focuses primarily on nual children 
from birth through age 11, in St. Mary's County, Maryland. It 
combines several high-performance components already proven by 
Slavin 's Center for Research on Effective Schooling for Disadvan- 
taged Students to ensure that all children enter school ready to 
learn and exit 5th grade ready for higher level schooling. Roots 
and Wings includes innovative uses of federal support already in 
place (e,g., Chapter 1 and special education money for prevenrion, 
intervention and tutoring) and Maryland's new brcak-the-mold 
assessment to measure progress. The proposal invdves an 
extended day and a "family support tc m" at each school. [Con- 
tact: Robert E. Slavin; Center for Research on Effective School- 
ing; Johns Hopkins University; 3505 N. Charles Street; Baltimore, 
MD21218] 

llie National Alliance for Restructuring Kduaitis>n, 
Rochi^ter, NY 

Led by Marc Tucker, president and founder of the National Center 
on Education and the Economy, the Nalional Alliance has as its 
ijoal aTotal Quality Managciuent (TQM), outpuNdiiven, peifoi- 



mance-orientcd system of education with students meeting high 
national achievement standards. The plan calls for a complete re- 
invention of the present system — e.g., an output-based curriculum 
with an effective school-to- woric transition program, health and 
human services integrated with the schools and altered teaching 
and management methods. The design envisions 243 bceak-the- 
mdd schools in seven states by 1995. (Contact: Marc Tucker; 
National Center on Education and the Economy; 39 State Street; 
Suite 500; Rochester, NY 14614] 

The Beasen\iIIe Community Design, Bensenville, IL 
Under the design, schools would sec the entire Bcnsenville 
community as the campus for learning. Students might, for 
instance, study mathematics in the morning at the bank and study 
writing in the afternoon at the local newspaper. At the heart of the 
community campus will be a Lifelong Learning Center. Technol- 
ogy will become as familiar to students as pencils, and an elec- 
tronic teaching center replaces the teacher's desk, connecting the 
teacher and a file server to students' computers. The design is 
"community generated'' by a team led by Len Sitotzki, director of 
the Dupage-Kane Educational Service Center, which includes the 
village manager, school superintendent, local pharmacist and 
president of the student council. [Contact: Sharon Probloskc; 
Bcnsenville Intergovernmental Group; 700 West Irving Park Road; 
Bcnsenville, DL 60106] 

The College for Human Services (The Audrey Cohen 
College Design Team), New York, NY 
The Audrey Cohen College proposal is based on the idea that 
students learn best when they can see the connection between what 
they are learning and the real worid. Cone subjects would be 
focused to relate to a c-entral '^Purpose" each semester which 
combines knowledge and a socially important thrust (for example, 
"We Use Technology to Meet Human Needs")- Students will 
spend several hours in community- based organizations outside the 
classroom each week, directly applying v/hat they have learned at 
school. Other aspects of the proposal include curriculum planning 
by teacher teams, strong parent and sumogate parent involvement, 
principals serving as "educational brokers" between the commu- 
nity and the schools, and a strong citizenship component to student 
2issessment, Initial sites arc in seven to 30 schooJs in Arizona, 
California, Illinois. Mississippi, Washington, D.C., and New York 
Qty. San Diego City Schools arc among those already selected 
and committed. [Contact: Audrey C. Cohen; The College for 
Human Services; 345 Hudson Street; New York, NY 10014] 

Community Ivearning Centei^, Minneapolis, MN 
The Minnesota-based plan works with existing budgets and the 
five core subjects but uses charter schools or contract schools to 
bypa'js the current system of rules and regulations. Teacher 
accounlabilily and flexibility are central to the design — with 
teachers assuming broader roles in managing in^^ttuctional systems 
and involving parents and the community in the learning program. 
Student learning will be tied closely to community activity (e.g., 
learning world geography through interest in short wave rarlio or 
friendships with international exchange students). Each center will 

_ Vj 



Technology, Community Involvement 



be managed by a council broadly representative of the community 
which will play a major role in assessing learning outcomes and 
monitoring funds. Several foundations and Minnesota-based 
schoc^ districts arc in poitno^hip with Wayne Jennings, president 
of Designs for Learning; John Cairns, attorney and business leader, 
Joe Nathan, University of Minnesota; and Elaine Salinas, Urban 
Coalition. [Contact: John Cairns; Public Schools Incentives; 2400 
EDS Center, Minneapolis, MN 55402] 

The Co-NECT School, Cambridge, ^U. 
With a curriculum focused primarily on math arni science, the Co- 
NECT Schoois will use practical a{^cations of existing technolo- 
gies in classrooms in Boston and Worcester, Massachusetts. 
Curriculum will be based on student-initiated projects and 
seminars, and students will be "clustered" in groups of 100, with 
half a dozen teachers to support the cluster and to follow the 
students for several years. Each student will have a penonal 
growth plan, and progress will be monitored by portfc^o and 
resume. A. computer-based network wiU connect all school 
community members to each other and to local, national and 
global learning resources. [Contact: John Richards; Bolt Beranek 
and Newman; 10 Moulton Street; Cambridge, MA 02138] 

Expeditionary Learning, Boston, MA 
The design is based on the idea that children will learn to think if 
they are taken through programmatically-relatcd voyages and 
adventures. The five core subjects are intertwined in all programs; 
and the International Baccalaureate, one of the most demanding 
academic programs in the worid, wiU be the standard by which 
students will be assessed. A crew of 25 students, accompanied by 



a guide (teacher), will set out on expeditions which may, for 
example, trace the historical development of mapping and naviga- 
don, help a community agency plan a park or bidl^-iing, or teach 
senior citizens how to use a computer to write their own history. 
Crew members also wiU shadow business people and other 
professionals. E^h crew and guid-i will remain together for three 
years. Progn^s is assessed oraily and in wridng. Initial sites are 
in Portland, Maine; Boston, Massachusetts; New York, New York; 
Decatur, Georgia; and Ekniglas County, Colorado. [Contact: 
Diana Lam; Outward Bound USA; 384 Rdd Point Road; Grecn- 
N^ich,Cr 068,30] 

The Los Angeles Learning Centers, Los Angeles 
Co?inty, CA 

Tne Learning Center design, planned for two sites in Los Angeles, 
addressor-i the diversity of the student population there. It calls for a 
"moving diamond" of support for students that links each young 
student with an older student, a teacher, and a parent or 'Ojmmunity 
volunteer. The Centers will integrate and link Los Angeles County 
health and social service agencies, and community resource 
coordinators wiil help teachers and students use the community as 
their claiisroom. Each school will have a technology managei-; use 
achievement portfolios to assess student learning; and have classes 
ungraded in clusters of K-4, 5-8 and 9-12. Cooperating in the 
project are five corpcjrate partners, top leadei^lup of the Lxds 
Angeles Unified School iSistrict and the Uritcd Teachers of Los 
Angelei!, expjuts, teacher.?, parexits and the city's public education 
fund. [Contact: Peggy Funkliouser; I^os Angeles Education 
Partnership; 3 15 West 9th Street; Suite 1 1 10; Los Angeles, CA 
90015] 

SeeNASDC, page 4 



Design Teams and Their Initial Start-up Sites 

The New American Schools Development C4.7rporation has selected 11 design 
teams to work with dozens of schools and school systems in more than 20 stat^ 
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wmmm^ by comTmr^:ap- 
proach wMb9 eff0i?Sv0mii9}pmg 

▲ Pbasen, Testing is SdioolSet^s^ 
(Siannisr 1993^priiig 1995). A second 
noiJrid of t\vo-year cortiacts is jJanncd to 
(iemokistratc that the designs can be 
adapted and used in real communides. 
TTic designs must be tested and refined in 
more than one site. 
A Fb£ue III,Nationwi<k Implcsnerttatlon 
of a New GcncTsUkHX ri Amcncan 
Sdwols (Spring 199S-Spri3?g 1997). 
During thethiid, two-year phase, liesign 
tcains v/ill be expected to provide 
technical assistance to communities in 
implementing the designs. Design teams 
wifl be expected to demonstrate tiiat thei?:i 
arc icali-j^tict viable, cost-efiective 
sduliccis to any difficulties associated 
with impkmoiSaMon. 
The AMERICA 2000 office is looking 
into ways to hdp design teams not selected 
by N.\SDC continue \h6 r wctk with 
communities intesested in starting New 
/unerican Schools. Stay tuned... 
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The Modem Red Schoolhouse, 
Indianapolis, IN 
The Red Schooihousc design brings 
**classical education " time tested and 
proven in certain existing dider school 
designs, to the classroom for all children. 
With a strong emphasis on the use of 
technology, students will master the five 
core subjects and wiU commit to an 
Individual Education Contract, bringing 
personal accountability to this "old 
fashioned'' idea about schociing. Princi- 
pds assume the role of CEO, and schools 
will have a differentiated instructional staff 
— including master teachers, associate 
tcachcfB, advisors, aides and volunteers. 
Within each ievd of school, students will 



be grouped in multi-age, multi-year 
"homerooms** whac students have 
teacher/advisors. The school will organize 
the curriculum around a new unit of 
measure to gauge mastery and will assess 
student progress at three transitional or 
'^watershed" levels — primary, middle and 
upper. Former Secretary of EdiKation 
William Bennett leads the design team, 
which includes officials firom the Hudson 
Institute. Implementation sites arc plaimed 
in several locations in Indiana and in 
Charlotte, North Carolina [Contact: 
Leslie Lenkowsky; Hudson Institute; 
Herman Kahn Center, P.O. Box 26919; 
Indianapolis, IN 46226] 



The National Education Goals 
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MEiniNGTHE AMERICA 2000 FOUR-PART CHALLBVGE 

More than 180 people rapresenting 19 states and American Samoa participated in the first AMERICA 2000 Regional Leadership 
Workshop held in Denver, June 29-30, and sponsored by the U.S, Chamber of Commerce and the U.S, Department of Education. 

During the conference, representatives from three communities and a state board of education offfclal discussed their communit/s 
experiences in meeting the AMERICA 2000 four-part challenge: 1) to adopt the six National Education Goals; 2) develop a community- 
wide strategy to meet them: 3) design a report card to measure progress; and 4) plan for aryd support a New Arrierican Schooi, 

Following are excerpts from the discussion: 

7 ADOPTING THE GOALS — MURRAY. UTAH 
Ron Stephen*, superintendent. Munray Public Schools, MURRAY 2O0O: Our start [with AMERICA 2C00] was to show 
the AMERICA 2000 video [from the U.S. Department of Education] at an open local school board meeting, CX?rboaJd of 
education got excited about the concept We ended up with an excellent article in the local newspaper and thaL..got us started 

The board drected us to appoint a steering committee.. Our connmittee met. ..We decided that the next step would be to see if 
we could invite an expert from Denver to come over and present to us some of the ideas about AMERICA 200G\...We also 
decided that in our invitations we'd try to invite as broad a base as we could f ronn MurTay....Dont leave any groups out...ln Utah, 

continued on page 4 

2 DB/E LOPING THE COMMUNHY-WIDE STRATEG"/ — GRAND JUNCTION, COLORADO 
Cathie Z^lngo, psvent and small business owner, GRAND VALLEY VISION 2000 (formerly GRAND JUNCTIGN 

2000): In 1989.ourbusinesses — through the Chajnber— and our education conv^ 

help^ our 2000 iniiSative, because the ground work had been laid....When we were called to action for COLORADO 2000 by 
the Governor [Roy Romer (D)] that business-ed partnership...chose to [bring in] the other compon^mts of the community...the 
religous leaders, the minority representation, ard certainly the parents, arxJ all other facSons in me community thet needed to 
buy into this movement if it was going to be successful. 

So with that, our steering committee pulled togelher...1 2 people...and we ail sat down and came up with a fist of names or 
people specifically geared toward each of the six Goals. And we ended up with 350 people at the first teleconference at the 
Wckoff a year ago. Since that time it has really been a whirtwind of events. If s net been easy, irs been controversial at times. Ifs 
been emotionally taxing on everyone, but I will say to you that one of the nr>ost innportant components of your strategies for 

conilnu^ on page 4 

3 CREATING A COMMUNITY REPORT CARD TO MEASURE PROGRESS ~ OMAHA. NEBRASKA 
Connie Spellmai, vice prudent, education, Greater Omaha Ovsmber of Cor^-^merct^, OMAHA 2000, Nebriska: lA/e 
do not have a community report card yet ...We have a process and we have some expectations of what tt^at community report 
card win do....We have dWded our task force into subcommittees...pnciudir'.g] a r port card commrttee. 

We have some very specific expectations of what we want this communiiy report card to dc* and to be like. Rrst of al!, it is a 
community report card. We are going to measure the progress of alt major sectors of tfie Orrjaha community and how friey are 
addressing the Natkxial Education Goals. We will be measuring ^e progress of education, the progres^s o} how business is 
moving tix)se goals fon^ard, how parents are moving those goals forward, as well as the oivic sector—social agencies, religious, 
higher education....SecorKdly, ttie report card v^flU be issued once a year . We feel it is important to establish a benchmark arxl 
then each year to come back and say where we are in relation to that goal... It v.n!! be dstributed thra^gf*! the Omaha World 

continued on page 4 

PLANNING FOR A NEW AMERICAN SCHOOL — COUORADO 

Edward LyeJI, Colorado State Bosid of Education: ...On one hand, you v^An\ to say, the system has to be so dramatically 
dfferent, that even as you say how dramatically different it is, you are eitt^.er drectiy or indirectiy saying that wtiat we're doing now 
is something like a failure....lf you doni first acknowledge ttnat you have a proWem, then you're like the alcoholic who doesn't 
acknowledge the problem arxi then starts solving it...lf you've got tJiat nriapr of a problen*i, then you're going to need a major 
solution,... 

We had a nr^ajcr meeting last December....! thought ttiat some of ttie questions Ijiuxi topnos] we have been discussing would 
help to imagine a wider range of organizational and management alterr^tivos jin designing New Amerkian Schools j: 
▲ Educational Ddlveiy Systoma [e.g., role of textiDOOks, learning netwoi-ks, video arsci oiner ted>nology, physical 

continued on page 4 
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Denver Ke\norer John Gottschalk — ^ 

AMERICA 2000 is Education's 



According to Omaha Tiewspaper publisher and camrmmity leader John Gottschalk, AMERICA 2000 is critical to the nation because it 
focuses on "that other "R" — the co\}vnunity's responsibility for fixing our nation 's failing K-12 education system Gottschalk, publisher 
of the Omaha World Herald and chairman of OMAHA 2000, served as keynote speaker for the first AMERICA 2000 Regional Leadership 
Workshop in Denver, June 30. Following are excerpts from Gottschalk's remarks: 



...A recent TIME cover story entitled, **A Nation of Finger 
Pointers" summarized growing evidence that the United States has 
become a nation of busybodies and cr>'babies. The essay asserted 
that these twin malforaiations arc cropping up in the American 
character. 1) a nasty intolerance.. .and 2) a desire to blame every- 
one else for everything.... 

The other *'R" word, responsibility, has dropped from the policy 
dialogue in America. A society can't operate if everyone has rights 
and no one has responsibilities. 

This brings mc to AMERICA 20O0....[E]very child in America 
has the right to an education.... However, the responsibility for 
seeiJig this objective accomplished has gradually siiilted from a 
consortium of family and school, to a point where many have 
abandoned the task of education to school alone. 

The crybabies howl about viaimization. The busybodies flitter 
about spewing sound-bites. Ignore them. It falls to the community 
leaders, to keep the focus on that other '*R"...the responsibility for 
fixing our nation's failing K-12 education system....It cannot be 
done in your state capital It is going to be done city by city... on 
our hands and knecs...pcrspiring.... 

Probleras Facing U.S. Education 

...American industry is losing coiifidence in our domestic supply 
of knowledge resources — that is, a wcU-educatcd labor force or an 
adequate supply of scientists, engineers, and other professionals. 
There is increasing concern that the staggering problems facing K- 
12 education can simply not be overcome on a time scale necessary 
to preserve our economic strength.... 

A No National Progress Despite Record Spending. The U.S. 
today spends more on education than any nation on earth » 
$413.8 billion ($248.6 going to public primary and secondary 
education)... more than for any puWc service, including 
national dcfensc.a higher percentage of our Gross National 
Produa (7.5 percent) than any other industrial country. (Israel 
10.2 percent). Yet, functional illiteracy in this nation currently 
runs between 20 and 30 percent, compared to a lugh of 5 
percent in other more industrialized nations. 

A Public School SA T Scores Dawn, Latest federal figures 
indicate an average pcr-pupil cost of just under S6,000, up 
ncariy $3,000 in the last ten years. For this increased spend- 
ing, the national verbal SAT score has fallen to an all-time 
low.... 18 points below 1967 levels. At the same time, private 
religious schools recorded a combined math and verbal score 
13 points above the national average. Independent private 
schools registered a combined score 100 points above the 
national average. Is there any wonder some parents want 
school choice and vouchers? 

A No Connection Between High/Low State Spending. In state 
after state, increased spending has generally paralleled 
decieased achievement. Utah spent $2,629 per student in its 
schools last year, but it achieved the highest SAT scores in the 
nation: 1031. Washington, D.C....spcnt $7,550 per student 
and achieved the second lowest SAT score in the nation: 880. 
We spend 33 percent more per pupil in 1991 than we did in 



1981 — 33 percent more in real, constant dollars — and 
nobody would say we've seen a 33 percent improvement in 
performance. More money is not the answer. 
High School Dropout Rate Too High. Fully 25 percent of 
Americans now fail to complete high schooL Each year some 
700,000 students drop out of high school and 700,000 more 
graduate with insufficient skills.... 

Too Much TV, Not Enough Study. A recent Parade survey 
of 25,000 dghth graders indicated they spend each week: 21.7 
hours watching TV; 5.6 hours of homework; and only 1.8 
hours in outside study or reading. 

Seniors Lack the Basics. Only one in five high school seniors 
can write an adequate letter. Only one in ten high school 
seniors can take a group of six fractions and put them in order 
of size. And only five percent (1 in 20) of high school 
graduates today enter college ready for college level math- 
ematics and science courses. 

''It falls to the community leaders , 
to keep the focus on that other 
''R'\..the responsibility for fixing 
our nation's failing K-II educa- 
tion system.. ..It cannot be done in 
your state capital. It is going to 
be done city by city...on our hands 
and knees.. .perspiring.... 

Most College Freshmen Don't Finish. Well over half of 
freshmen who enter four-year colleges do not complete a 
bachelor's degree. 

U.S. Bottoms Out in Math/ Science. In a recent international 
science achievement survey, our best biology students (AP 
course) placed dead last when compared to students of 15 
other nations. Overall in math and science, American 
elementary and secondary students performed below their 
counterparts in Japan, China, Mexico, Canada and Thailand 
High School Science Curricula Lacking. Thirty percent of 
our high schools offer no courses in physics; 17 percent offer 
none in chemistry; and a shocking 70 percent offer none in 
earth or space science. 

Teachers Aren *t Prepared to Teach. The National Council of 
Teachers of Mathematics ^rted only 18 percent of elemen- 
tary school teachers are adequately prepared to teach arith- 
metic. For middle school teachers the number is even worse 
— 14 percent. In science fully two~thirds of our elementary 
school teachers do not meet minimum course work prepara- 
tions standards — and yet every day, they arc asked to prepare 
America's children for life in the most technologically 
complex society the world has ever known. 
Parents * Knowledge Lacking. And let's not leave out 
parcnts...adults. How can we expect our population to 



ERLC 



Fourth ^^R" — Responsib ility 
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undci:stand the intricacies of the debate on global climate 
change, or support needed research on such matters as fusion 
«>crgy, when half the adults in one recent survey didn't know 
that it took the earth a year to revdvc around the sun? 
A U.S. Lagging in Competitiyeness, Is it surprising that the 
Worid Competitiveness Report [recently] issued.. .dropped the 
U.S. to fifth place behind Japan, Gennany, Switzerland and 
Denmark? ...Did you iiot grieve to read that the U.S. educa- 
tion system was 21st overall^ trailed only by Greece among 
the industrialized nations, in its ability to meet the needs of a 
competitive economy? 

Tlie U.S. An Economic Backwater Next Century? 

We arc approaching a century in which we will cease to have 
any true majority population.. ..In addition, we struggle with the 
deterioration of our social fabnc Roughly one-half of the students 
enroled in K-12 education come from what we used to call 
'^broken homes".. ..To this we must add the full range of other 
social ills....Of the class of 2004 which started kindcigartcn last 
fall, 25 percent were living below the poverty level, 1 5 percent 
had physical or mental handicaps, 15 percent were bom to teenage 
mothers, and 10 percent had illiterate parents. 

How can we deal with all these problems when our education 
system remains virtually the same as it was a century ago? One 
teacher. One classroom. 20 students. Nine months per year, 
minus holidays. 

Will we emerge from this decade as a world economic leader 
once again, with a strong, piospcir>us, albeit new economy 
producing jobs and improving our quality of life? Or, will we fail 
to make the necessary investments and sacrifices today and thus 
become an economic baclcwater in the century ahead. It is clear 
that we face a watershed. 

The dominant issue of the 90's will be the development of our 
people and the cducarion of our youth. I believe this decade will 
cast America's die for worid leadership for the next three genera- 
tions. That is what is in your hands today. There is no sense 
spending more time on the question of how far we have fallen. 
Rather, it is time to begin to determine how high we can bounce. 

There Ls no recipe book for success 
in AMERICA 20 10. Every commu- 
nity must find its own way. Some 
things may work in more than one 
city, but do not hold your breath for 
someone to solve your community's 
problem. There is no magic pilL... 

One of the great curses of the American experience has been our 
preference for '*quick fixes," simple solutions to complex prob- 
lems. Your pariencc...and your persistence will be challenged in 
this great AMERICA 2000 process. There will be no quick fixes. 

OMAHA 2000: A Catalyst for Consensus 

OMAHA 2000, like your own community's effort, was estab- 
lished to become the catalyst for finding a consensus and then 
facilitating the changes necessary to reach the objectives agreed to 
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by your local citizens. Our focus is not upon how we compare to 
others. It is singularly upon how we are meeting our own stan- 
dards, right there in the greater Omaha area. 

We will issue our fitst baseline report card this faU.... Our basic 
assumprions aind guiding principles arc: 

a) OMAHA 2000 is a non-partisan program, 

b) OMAHA 2000 addresses innovative education reform with a 
focus on producing results. Jet more repeat, with a focus on 
producing RESULTS, 

c) OMAHA 2000 involves ccmjumity-wide perspectives, 
participation and support. 

d) OMAHA 2000 serves a catalyst role, sparMng change, not 
merely meeting needs. In other words, we must find different, 
more effective ways, not just throw more money at our 
problems. And lastly, 

e) OMAHA 2000 is committedfor the long term We are not 
interested in writing a report. We are interested in change 
and results. 

Today, we each begin this quest with a very fundamental 
premise: That all children can Icam more than our schools — and 
most parents — currently expect of them. Then we must develop 
and implement a challenging, coherent, and concrete set of 
academic standards, empower local schools to meet these stan- 
dards, and hold the schools accountable for the achievements of 
their students. 

This is not a task for our educators alone. It is every citizen's 
responsibility arni it is one to which I am fully committed 

There is no recipe book for success in AMERICA 2000. Every 
community must find its own way. Some things may work in more 
than one city » but do not hold your breath for someone to solve 
your community*s problem. There is no magic pilL... 

Our OMAtIA 2000 process has included a rural retreat for our 
steering committee to begin establishing our goals; the inclusion of 
three Qass of 2000 youngsters on our committee to remind us 
every meeting why we are there; a major Idckoff when six Cabinet 
members came to Omaha to annouiKe AMERICA 2000 designa- 
tion for Omziha; compilation of a huge database of all educational 
efforts in our community including how each measures success; 
extensive task force meetings and volunteer recruitment; dozens 
and dozens of speeches by our chairman to enlist community 
support; a big community kickoff event with over 800 attending to 
hear our goals and plans followed by over 20 goal-oriented public 
hearings; and a special business initiative with a custom report card 
to let business gauge how it is doing. 

With neariy nine months of experience we have some things 
behind us but way more lies ahead. If we can assist you» we will. 
And I must add thanks to those who have helped us. Although we 
each have our own special problems to deal with, we will benefit 
from collaboration.. ..These are simf^e words from Helen Keller, 
but they fit this important day.... 

I am only one; 

but still I am one. 

I cannot do everything, 

but still I can do something. 

I will not refuse 

to do the something I can. 
Thank you and God bless your great work. 
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1 ADOPTING THE GOALS oonWmod 



there are a lot of MofrYX)ns..^ we even had a gnancWad there said that they were going to adopt the goals at their next family 
home evening.... We had scout groups and little league grDups....Our power company signed on....The/re now helping us with educa- 
tion for energy cor^rvation in our schools Our first meeting had 70..3nd they came frona a real cross section.... 

Our Chamber of Commerce helped us sponsor the next meetin 3... .We decided that the next step would be to...come up with a nice 
poster that we could get all aPDund the community. You can find t^ese now in private schools and church lobbies and the various dubs 
and businesses, and we listed the sponsors down at the botlom...,pur plan is to update it perkxf cally so that as addtior^ gioups sign 
on we can give them credt...ln our community, we have about 65igroops that have signed on...,lf s a very positive experience. 

2 DB/EUOPlNGTHECOMMUNrTY-WIDESTRATlECr 00^^^ 

AMERICA 2000 is to have a strong and committed steering committ60....You need to communicate that long-temi commitment.... 

The next coniponent ...is the cessment and that* s what we've been doing for the last nine months. Assessment is very emotion- 
ally draining...it gives you a snapshot of your community that nnay pot be very pleasant for a lot of people. We looked at 
assessmentJn various ways.. ..First, we had a planning session [to] set forth a vision of our comnrujnity in the year 2000 and 
beyond....We all realized...that education was the1<ey factor..,. 

The second thing that weVe gone through recently is strategic planning.^d that, again, is very controversial, very hard on 
everyone....Stiategic planning... ties down people's perceptions of what you want to have happen with education to ttie 
community....WeYe in the final phase, and where we will go with that will be the school board adopting some of the action plans.... 

The last component that you need to consider is the rDomentum. And the nrxxnentum is that you keep infusing people into the 
movement...That requires asking each and every person in the community wtiat he or she can do and be comfortable with....fv1y 
hope is that they [the members of the steering committee] are involving students in the Goal Team action plans. Don*t leave your 
students out because they are the ones who are going to be affected.. .. 

3 CREATING A COMMUNnV REPORT CARD TO MEASURE PROGRnsS continued 

Herald, and not just to its subscribers; it has a Wednesday section that goes to the entire Omaha community area. ..The report card 
will be results-oriented..Jt will help show the community: THd we do what we say we would do? And secondly, how are we actually 
doing?'...The report card will be simple in design. There nfiay be maybe 4, 5, 6, or 7 indicatofB for each major community sector....We 
want^this simple. We want this understandable.. ..We want to show the community where we're going to be in the year 2000.... 

How are we going to begin to create this? First of all...we had a planning retr0at...We did a lot of research, both nationally and 
kx^ally, on what data is already thero. There is a great deal of data already available— 4he Census, the Department of Edx^ation. the 
Commissioner's Office,...the Department of Labor.. ..We created a sun/ey....We sent sun/eys to the business, education, and dvic 
sectors....ln the Fall, we're goinn to go back and sun/ey students — 4th, 8th, and 12th grade.... 

4 PLANNING FOR A NEVt AMERICAN SCHOOLconWnu&d 

learning envirxximent^ , funding, dass/grade stnjcture, reorganizatk)n of early chlkf)ood development and early inten/entkxi, 
health, language development, student information system devebpment] 
A Teacher Preparatton and Training 

▲ Pftychologk^ and Content Assefisment 

▲ Expanding the ROI0 of NorvSchod-Based Organization* in the Formal Learning Syateoi [ e.g., new roles for existing 
conrvTHjnity-basad organizations — youth organizatkxis, churches, etc.; business arxi government organization changes to 
boconne ntore of a learning community; emptoyers' responsit)ilities and activities in a lifelong learning comnrKinity] 

▲ Syttm AftMMimnt, Organisation, Fundlna Governing [e.g., local/state roles] 
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Mark Your Calendan... 
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'\^mrort3f Le^jd^rshm Wo.tics.bops : 
$ef>U5'16 — San Francisco 
Sept 29-30 Boston 

CXJ^TERNOR KEYNOTES 
ATLANTA WORKSHOP 

Governor Zell Miller (D) reports that 
Georgia has more than 50 communities 
in various stages of forming local 2000 
partnerships to move toward the six 
National Education Goals. Miller spoke 
at the opening session of the AMERICA 
2000 Regional Workshop in Atlanta, 
July 20-21. 

"Children are educated in schools 
and communities, not in bureaucracies," 
said Gov. Miller. Their parents, their 
teachers, their neighbors — they all 
have a more profound i npact ^n a 
child's development than their gover- 
nor." 

The governor highlighted the state's 
Family Connection program. "It is a 
partnership that we started with a $5 
million grant from the Woodruff Founda- 
tion," said Gov. Miller. *V^e have 15 
pilot sites around the state, and another 
13 pilots are gearing up. In each one, 
teams with members as diverse as 
school teachers and juvenile judges are 
addressing all the needs of kids who 
have difficulty learriing." 

According to Miller, Georgia business 
leaders have ''answered the call." Our 
business community formed the 
Partnership for Excellence in Education, 
which has made an impressive commit- 
ment of money and manpower to help 
Georgia kids.** 

Among others who spoke at the two- 
day meeting: John Clendenin, chairman 
and CEO, BellSouth Corporation and 
former chairman, U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce; Jeannie Baliles, former first 
lady of Virginia and chairperson, 
Virginia Literacy Foundation: John 
Murphy, superintendent, Chariotte/ 
Mecklenburg Schools (NC); and Gerald 
Bartels, president. Metropolitan Atlanta 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Neariy 300 leaders from 19 states 
attended the two-day workshop, which 
included sessions on communicating 
the AMERICA 2000 message, parental 
choice, standards and testing, and 
meeting the AMERICA 2000 four-part 
challenge. 
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Viird Satellite Town Meeting 
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Collaboration Key to Successful 
School Readiness Programs 

Collaboration early-on between government, business, civic groups, educaton, and 
parents is critical for communities in setting up local school readiness programs, according 
to featured guests during the third AMERICA 2000 Satellite Town Meeting, July 28. 

Lauri Winterfeldt-Shaiiks,director of a successful early childhood program in Moorhead, 
Minnesota, joined Superintendent Don Griffith of Decatur, Georgia, Jule Sugaiman, first 
director of the Head Start program* and Education Secretary Lamar Alexander in discuss- 
ing community-based efforts to reach Goal 1 : "By the year 2000, all childi^n in America 
vsdD start f-^ooI ready to learn.'* Nearly 500 communities and local chambers of commerce 
arranged "downlinks" to join the meeting, sponsored by the U.S. Chamber of Commerce 
and the U.S. Department of Education. 
Moc)rhead Targets All Families — Winlerleldt-Shaiiks 

'We work closely with the Health Department,'* said Lauri Winterfeldt-S hanks, director 
of Moorhcad's Eariy Childhood Family Education program. She noted that the program 
recognizes that parents are the first and most influential teachers ''so we work very hard 
with them" in the home — if the parents choose. •*[The Eariy Childhood Family Education 
program] is a non-targeted program, so we have parents from all socioeconomic statuses 
coming together." Wintcrfeldt-Shanks said that the program started "with existing 
community education funds*' before the Minnesota State Legislature funded it. For the 
town's most disadvantaged families, the program has a special component which includes 
frequent home visits, developmental programs and referrals to services such as job 
counseling or drug treatment for adults. 

SeiSaUUUe, page 4 
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NASDC DISCU$SES DESIGN TEAMS 

During the third Satellite Town Meeting, Reid Rundell, vice president of 
operations, the New American Schools Development Corporation (NASDC), 
discussed the selection of the 11 design teams charged with creating break- 
the-mold New American Schools: 

"We picked 1 7 [proposals] because the Board of Diiectors told us to pick 
the best of the best. We went through a very elaborate, very rigoious 
process.... We had many people involved.. .three reader conferences around 
the country... 180 readers.. .from among 500 people. We had... education 
people with business background.. .business people with an educattCrn 
background.. . Then through our Educational Advisory Panel,. ..plus our staff, 
plus the Rand Corporahen. we brought them down, and presented a slate to 
the Board of Directors and . .made the final choif.^ of the 11.... We're a private, 
non-profit, tax-exempt corporation, funded by business, foundations, and 
individuals. ..We have about $50 million now: we are looking for $200 
million.. ..that is our vision.. ..Now we are in the process of negotiating with the 
design teams and we will have product to show ... We would like you to use 
our office initially to be the focal point of communities and people tlutaie 
interested [Our phone number is] (703) 908-9500 By [September llnwny 
teamr. Will havr .nrt up n Fiingfr ranfict prrrnn for cnrh rf thntr rfn^j^jn^. 
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AMERICA 2000 Satellite Town Meeting 



Communities Talk Goal 1: 



Education Secretary Lamar A lexander quoted First Lxidy Barbara Bush in reminding participants that the job of getting a child ready for 
school really begins with parents and families: "Parents are the child's first teachers, afid tJie. home is th£ child's first school. " Secretary 
Alexander made these observations during discussions about school readifiess during the third Satellite Town Meeting, July 28. Following 
are excerpts from the phone- in segment of the meeting: 
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' Dickinson Asks Abc^ui I^^-School Curriculum 

Verona Lechler» Dickinson, North Dakota, asked about a pre- 
scixxi parenting education curriculum. Accotxiing to federal program 
exrert Jule Sugarman: 'Ihc University of Wisconsin has that kind of 
parent education program." Moorhead (MN) early education director 
Lauri Winterfddt-Shanks added: "I would also encourage... you.. .to not 
use a pre-packaged program because oftentimes parents have really 
individual needs... you need to be drawing from a wide variety of 
niJourccs...." [Editor*s Note: Fbi infotmadon on parenting pcograms, 
call 1-800-USA-LEARN.] 

Rapid C\{y l'(x:uscs on Rciidincss 

Nancy Gowan, Rapid Qty, South 
Dakota, talked about its asc of the State Child 
Care and Development Block Grant. '^Educa- 
icxs ftom each participating agency arc 
working together to develop readiness goals 
and developmcntally appropriate curriculum 
in five component areas: social, emotional, 
cognitive, language, physical... This program 
will be delivered to the children where they 
arc cared for — in the family day care homes 
and in the child care centers and the parent 
education component in their own 
home-..."[Editor*s Note: For more informa- 
tion, contact: NaiKy Gowan, Technology in 
Education, One Concourse Dr., Rapid City, 
SD 57701; 605-394-1876.] 

Jule Sugarman mentioned Bobby Brown, 
South Dakota's eaiiy childhood coordinator, 

..who is doing a lot to bring child care and 
educational programs together.. ..There is an 
Eariy Childhood Coordinator in t very state.... 
Call your governor' s office and ask who is 
running the eariy childhood block gr^t.... 
Typically, you'll find that person in the human 
services or social services department." 

Sclicnccuidy A.sks About Brciikla^t i^)j!rains 

Nancy Ddprado, Schenectady, New York, asked about expand- 
ing a successM schod breakfast program to a second demeriary 
school when additional fedctal seed money is not available. Decatur 
Superintendent Don Griffith responded: "We have a breakfast 
program in each of our elementary schools... .We pay for it partly 
through federal funds, through stale funds, and we pay for it also 
through the amount of money the childicn pay for their lunch." 
fFormorcinformaticn.contad: l-SOO-USA-LEARN.] 

Middlcunvn .\sk.s .\b()ul Help Ibr Welfare i-:unilics 

Margaret Edwards MWdktown, Oliio, asked about federal 
ir.sources to help ^ milies in poverty obtain child care so ihey can enter 
the woiicpkice. Jule Sugarman replied: "In 1990, there were several 
significant pieces of new legislation....thc ChUd Care and Develoixncnt 
Block Grant... available basically to help parents choose the type of care 
that they would like, but there is about 25 percent available for 
innovati%x |X0gnuns as wclL.. A new program. Transition Child 
Caic...is for families who havc.kft wdfair. bitf still r>ced help with 
their day care cc«ts....lnnally, tharc is a new federal program called At 



What Is Scliool Readiness? 

Accorihii'j lo the N;iii<>n;il ' 
1 .iliiciilioii CuKils there iiie al 

li\L' w.iN^ to look .11 seliool 
readniesN. A child is re*uly lor^ 
school wiieii he or she is: 

1. lli\ilih\. \u II Uil aiiil rested: 

2. Able lo pl;i\ ami uoik with 
oiIilt eluldieir. 

'\. Able \o cxpK ss lliouL'iils 
(eelinys: 

,4. Curious ami eai:er lo le^iiiK 



.^. Aware oi basies. such as 
colors, slijpcs and miinbers 



Risk Child Care...for families who have not been on welfare but, in the 
absence of help, might need to go on welfare You can find informa- 
tion about that fixxn your Stale Human Services or Social Services 
Deportments. 

l^\'crsidc Asks About Tying IMN-atc Funds to Grants 

Diane Bryant, Riverside, California^ asked for more infonnation 
about how Decatur incorporated private sector support into govern- 
ment-funded prDgrams. Don Griffith said: **Atlanta United Way 
became vcr^' interested in the concept of a school as a nucleus and of 
the agencies around the school 
participating.... [United Way] provided us with 
some support for providing RfPs for the 
various agencies they would fiind and then 
promised us some S 100,000 per year over a 
three- year period of time 

Berkeley Tiilks I^ijecl MOVE 

Mary Jo Brown, Berkdey County, West 
Virginia, discussed Project MOVE (More 
Opportunities Via Education), a local 
program that involves 3- 5-year old children 
and theii- parents. "While the children are 
involved in pre-school training and motor 
skills development, the parents are involved in 
parenting skills and preparing for their GED 
and also entering the job force,'* said Brown. 
'*Last year we had several of our parents 
graduate...and move into the work force as 
well as childrea..bcttcr able to enter the 
kindcrgailcn...." Brown asked about ways to 
increase grant monies to see the program 
grow. Don Edwards responded: "Collabora- 
tion. ...[G]et the Health DcpartriKnt. Depart- 
ment of Human Services, Department of 
Family and Children Services, the court 
system, your churches and othen involved.... 
Seaetary Alexander added: *'I can mention ona..the federal Even Start 
ptxjgram.... which works v^ilh both parents and children..." [Editor s 
Note: For more information on Even Start, call 1-80OUSA-LEARN.] 

.Ilt^cv City Asks About Moti\'aii()mil Iximiing TcxiLs 
Bret Sdiundkr, Jersey CSty, New Jersey, discussed a local 
program which pays young children S2 for every book they read over 
the summer Schundler asked for exam pies of other motivational tools 
to help children master the furxlamentals. Secretary Alexander 
responded: **One example,., is [the Earning by Learning Program) in 
Georgia, outside of Adanta Congressman Gingrich tdd me about it. 
It has been going on for r/:vcral years, and it is now being piloted al 
different places across the coun ry. The teachers and the students who 
are involved in it think very higlily of it. My own inipiessicKi is that 
anything rcasonuWe that crKOumgcs a child to Icam to read is piohably 
a good ifJca" (Contact: Dr. Mel Steely; Carroll County CourtlKXJse, 
Rm. 301; Canolllon, OA 301 17; 4(>4-834^i398.] 

liKlio Asks Alx)iil Corporate Support for C'hLlel Catc 
Uoris Mcdiaiuk, Indio California^ asked aboK tlic role of 



School Readiness 



axpocations in child care to assist families of woridng parents. 
Sugarman responded: **...[J]ust in the last few months IBM, AT&T 
and about nine or ten major corporations have announced a joint 
venture in child caie. They haven't really settled how they're going 
to do it or what they're going to do yet..." Winterfeldt-Shanks added: 
"Stride-Rite is another company that 1^ a fairly good record in child 
care.. ..[W]c have a local bookstore that gives us discounts on books 
and provides teachers to talk to parents about reading to their children. 
Those are the kinds of things that businesses can tap into easily." Don 
Griffith said, Schools can do this also. We have a child development 
center at our high school to provide child care...for the students. It has 
helped.. .with the female dropout rate, and we al.so provide the same 
kind of child care for the faculty and staff." 

*The most under-utilized buildings in America arc our school 
buildings," said Secretary Alexander **They can be opened for a 
variety of educational and caring purposes virtually all tlie tinic....Ii's 
poiticulariy inipoitant when we consider that often the first obstacle to 
achildcareccnteristhccost of the fadlity...." JulcSugannan noted: 
"hi Portlaixi, Oregon... 26 schools were remodelal. and everyone of 
them had a classroom devoted to childcarc Tlic 
schools don't intend to operate them but 
they.. .[will] bring some private, not-for-profit 
group in to do it.'* 

Richmond T;u",t:ctsil . Whole Fiunily 

Ernestine Soolt^ RiciimofKl, Virj^a, talked 
iibout the local Family Resource Program at the 
Sacred Heait Center, which provides pre-schod 
education to inner-city Richmond children and. at 
the same time, helps their parents with literacy 
and parenting skills. 'This piTDgram is basically 
[led] by the Junior League of Richmond...We 
decided that to fund.. a l^iiily literacy education 
program for pmrents and children in very needy 
neighboriioods. [we] could not do this alone. 
.•Mthough we had committed the doUan; to the 
program, v/e wanted to see the program become 
an integral port of the community.... We had a 
number of coUabc)rators — the Kiwanis Gub. the 
Rotary. We had several community agencies 
involved as well. [Contact: Ernestine Scott; Office of Adult Educa- 
tion: P.O. Box 6Q; Richmond. VA 23216; 8W-225-2075.] 

Jacksonville Ask.^ AKmU riu^gcliiiu Resources 

Lonjtie Jolins from Jacksonville, Illinois, asked about how to 
ilirect servicers to young childien most in need and how to get parents 
who have failed in school to view school as a friend not as an enemy. 
Winterfeldt-Shanks replied: '*[W]e've had a gieat deal of 
success...going into the homes of parents. That's thdr turf... [W]hcn 
we go in there, we're their guest.. .They feel very comfortable in that 
en\'irDninent....ll's voluntary." Don Griffith adckil: "In our Family 
Connection... we got parents actually involved in [a sun.'cy] going 
(k'^K'-to-ckxjr. and we used some... money iis a stipend.. .'I^hey came up 
with a group of priotities....At a large town meeting, all of the parent r. 
got together and rxr-prioritized thor c... and came to their conclusion 
aLxxit wlwt wa5 most im^xjitant. nK)sc parents had owncrslup in 
what we did. They participate on an advisory committee; they an: a 
pjjt of what we do....[A]n intcrrsfing side ...one of thv- Ihings we hiul 
taken out [of the Kidgd] was child caie kxaa^c [of] the e;<[x!ase...aiKl 
getting a ccntei* wa*; uiirca^naHc axn pared to the community's 
income, 'llic pQiT!nts put it back in, then we all began working..<((o] 



actually implement what they fdt we needed..." [Contact: Office of 
Superintendent Don Griffith; 320 N. McDorvDugh St; Decatur. GA 
30030; 4m-37(M4 10.] 

raycllcville Talks About 1-edenil Tniining I^unds 

Bertha Miller, FayetteviUe, North Carolina, asked whether more 
federal monies will be provided for training porcnts as their child's 
teacher. Jule Sugarman responded: "[In] most of the federal programs 
you can incorporate parent education.... Head Start, for example, has a 
parent education component ...So(ne of the child care legislation, 
particularly the block grant, has money... for parent education,.. .Public 
health nurses are wonderful people to go out into the community. 
They have an entry tiiat often social wod:ers simply don't have..." 

Secretary Alexander added: "As i visit schools, I sec schools open in 
the evening for parents. I think of tiie Balderas School in Fresno.. ..The 
teachers voted to use the money [set asidej...for teacher aides to extend 
the school day. Then tiiey also openal the school at night for poicnts, 
helping tiicm Icam what die children arc learning. In that way, they 
are... using creativity and imagination and scraping up dollars all over 
town to make it worL..The idea of the AMERICA 2000 Community is 

- if the whole community is 

involved. .[when] the question comes up 
about voting more dollars for schools, or 
raising more money for a school, or 
charging those parents who can aflbrd it... 
then it makes a strtxig case." 

Rogers Asks About Paf'. niing 
Joline Hlgliill], Rogers, Arkansas, 
asked if there is any way to stress parenting 
and child development skills with tiie same 
emphasis as math, science and reading. 
Jule Sugarman it^plied: "In our child 
development center, we require the 
mothers of the children to be enrolled in a 
course that is all a part of the child 
development piDgium. The earlier that we 
can get tiiose parents involved — male and 
female — tiie better chance tl)ey have of 
having their children in tiic program...." 
WinteifeJdt-Shanks added: *'Oneoftiie 
concerns I have, if we mandate parent education as part of a secondary 
school curriculum...! don't think a lot of high school children really 
thinktiiey'lleva- become parents. It's like Algebra. Ilyoutiunk 
you're never going to use it, you probably aren't real motivated to 
leam. It's aLnost easier to teach it when they do have children...they 
really see the need. Sugarman said: 'The things t>'«it I have secn...most 
successful have involved high school students woridng with younger 
children in day care centers, in Head Start and elsewhere, where it is a 
real life situation, net some artificial course." 

( 'asp.T iY:uscs Chikl C'lirc AsscK-ialioii 

Ginny Harmclink, Casper, Wyoming, n^vTed that the Associa- 
tion of Family Day Care offers a nationally recognized accredited 
progmm. Griffith said: "Ilic National Family Child Care Associa- 
tion is an impodant organization, and they have developed a 
number of ver>' useful documents, wltich I think can be used in 
training,.. ! certainly would recommend to all of you thai you be in 
touch with them and find out what they are doing. [Contact: 
National Association for Faiirily Day Care; 725 I5th St.. NW. 



What Parents Can Do.... 

As iJicir child's tlr.si teacher, 
parents should: 

A Oblxiin prenatal care, 

A Have a pedialriciiui for Uie 
hxby Iroin d;iy oiwf! 

A Read widi llie child al least 15 
minutes a day. And listen. 

A Visit the library, museums. ^ 

A Limit and monitor TV 
watcliing- 



See AStERtCA 2000. pane 4 
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NEWS IN BRIEF... 

ALEC BTdorsesCMdt&n'sGl Blil 
The American LegisiaUve Exchange 
Council's (ALEC) Education Task 
Force fast week endorsed the Bush 
Admlnfsiratbn's ""Stat^ and Local GJ. 
BiBforChikken," v/hich authonzes 
$500 million in new federal (FY93) 
funds to provkiQ $1,000 scholarships 
to nvddle- and kjw-income families to 
choose among all for their 
chiidrea ALEC is tfie largest bipaiH- 
san voluntary men)bBi^ip organiza- 
fifon of state legislators in the US. 

Ga£ils Piswi Takes Actfon 

On My 31 r tfye Na^or^ Education 
Goals Panel released a handbook to 
help communities assess where they 
stand with regard to acNeving the Na- 
tional Education Goals and w/iai 
needs to be accomplished by the year 
2000. (For more infonvation about 
the handbook, contact National Edu- 
catkxj Goals Panel; 1850 M Street; 
Suite 270; Washington, DC 20036: 
(202)632-0952.] 

Nebraska Gov. Ben Nelson (D) was 
named chaimnan of tie panel, ^uc- 
ceedng South Carolina Gov. Canoll 
CampbeH (R) whose temi ended. 

^:^rant Announced to Develop 
'^eogr^phy Standards 

The Department and the National 
Endoviment for the Humanities have 
announced a $350,000 grant to the 
Nathnal Courxil for Geographic 
Education to create voluntary WorkJ 
Class StandanJs for geography 
education in grades Vie grant 
wHf support the first year of what Is 
expected to be a tv^year effort. 
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Decatur's CoUabomiion Reused SI Million lor liducalion — Ciriffilh 

Superintendent Don Griffith said Decatur started about five years ago with one school in 
collabomring community services. *'We used that school and the childrcn...as a place for 
the various agencies already in existence in the community to rally around and provide 
support," said Griffith. '*It mushnx>med." He said there is now a networking committee of 
more thaii 30 agencies and organizations, including United Way and several corporations, 
which have committed funds to Decatur schools, **As a result... the additional resources 
havecofne out to about SI million per year over the last three years," said Griffith, 
liarly Colbboratitin Is Msscniial — Suiitinnan 

Head Start founder Jule Sugarman observed that eariy collaboration is important for 
communities in starting school readiness programs. *'The notion of having the Head Start 
people and the elementary school people and the people who provide child cape and the 
health services and parent support groups talking to one another [is essential]," said 
Sugaiman, who currently directs the Center on Effective Ser^ces for Children. 

Sugarman discussed the Washington D.C-based Center, which consults with fetleral, 
state, local and community organizations on coordinating services for familie:s and 
children. "We have 16 communities, for example, now thai have local design teams. ..to 
sort out what program is right for their community," said Sugarman. 

Secretary Alexander observed that there are about 27 federal programs aimed at very 
young children. "One of the first and most promising things a community could do is just 
round all those programs up," said the S^retary. According to Sugarman, one such 
program, which is actually under-utilized at the local level, is the Early and Periodic 
Screening Detection program — a health care program for lower income children. "Lower 
income isn't [necessarily] welfare.. .poverty... .Basically, you can make sure that every child 
who needs health care will get care under that program." 
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Suite 505; Washington, DC 20005; 202- 
347-3356.) 

TucscMi Asks About C\x)rdiiia(ioii 

Dorothy Finley, Tucson, Arizona, 
asked how to better coordinate health and 
family services v.nth pre-school education. 
Secretary Alexander noted that, "From the 
Washington point of view, the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services has some 
flexibility in tcnns of allowing you to 
combine programs and use programs in a 
different way. A good deal of the money, 
including the Head Stait program, comes 
thrcmgh there.... In the Department of 
Education ...we don't have as much 



flexibility, and we at^e trying to get more 
from Congress. 

Sugarman said: "[Four or five people to 
get together might be] your local health 
department with the person from the 
maternal and child health section of that; 
the person who handles immunizations in 
the local public health department; the 
,<ichool principal at a particular school; the 
department of social services or human 
services; somebody in child protective or 
child welfare services.. ..Then I would 
bring in the Academy of Pediatrics ....the 
American Medical Association, if they 
...[an^] in your community " 
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Boston Wcrkshop ScMulsdfcr Sepiembe' 29-30 

Agenda Set for San 
Frandsco's Regional 
Leadership Worksliop 

Nonm Paulus, Oregon state superintea- 
dcut of cducatioa, aixi Jcny Hume, 
president and CEO of Basic American 
Foods Corporation, arc among key 
rcgioDal loaders scheduled to spc^ during 
the AMERICA 20X3 Leadership Work- 
shop, Western Region, in San Francisco, 
California, September 15-16. Education 
Secretary Lamar Alexander will serve as 
the keynote speaker. 

The meeting, third in a series of five 
Leadership Workshops, is designed for 
local leaders who are interested in starting 
or further developing an AMERICA 2000 
initiative in their communities. Panel and 
small group discussions are planned for 
such topics as New American Schools, 
meeting the AMERICA 2000 four-part 
community challenge, and local chambers 
of commerce that are "breaking the mold" 

Hie first two workshops in Denver and 
Atlanta attracted hundreds of community 
leaders firon across the country. "[The 
Denver Conference] was one of the best 
conferences I've ever attended,'* said Ron 
Stephens, superintendent, Murray, Utah. 
*The [Atlanta] workshop gave us a goal to 
work towards...an opportunity to talk with 
people in other commuiuties...and some 
very specific ideas to take back home," 
said Bcmieoc Collis, Martinsburg-Berkley 
County (WV) Chanxber of Commerce. 

In addition to San Francisco, workshops 
will be held in Boston, MA, September 
29-30, and in Dallas, TX, November 19- 
20. To register for any of the upcoming 
workshops, call 202-401-0039. 
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Back to School^ September I 

Satellite Town Meeting to 
Focus on Goal 3 

National Education Goal 3 — all children proficient in at least English, math, science, 
history and geography — is the topic of the next AMERICA 2000 Satellite Town 
Meeting, Tueaday, September 1, at 8:30 pm, EOT. Thk ipeciil 90-minute show will 
feature a discussion widi New Aroerican Schools Development Corporatk)n design team 
members on breaking the mold to reach Goal 3. 

Moderated by Secretary Lamar Alexander, the Goal 3 discussion will feature three 
guests: 

▲ Comtance Jones, principal of Three Oaks Elementary Sdwol in Fort Myers, PL, 
will discuss the school's success in implementing a curriculum based on E.D. 
Hirsch's Core Knowledge Sequence — a rigorous plan of study for all students based 
on a specific, sequcnccrl body of knowledge. One year later, the school saw signifi- 
cant improvement in grades and standardized test scores, discipline and attendance. 

▲ John Murphy, superintendcntof Charlotte-Mecklenburg (N.C) Schools, will 
discuss efforts to boost student achievement, set student and faculty performance 
standards, initiate school-based manageuKnt and establish magnet school networks. 

▲ Diane Ravttchy former professor and cunent assistant secretary for educational 
research and improvement at the U.S. Department of Education, will discuss her 
work as principal writer of the California K-12 history-«ocial science cuniculum, as 
well as the development of state curriculum frameworks and national standards in 
various academic disciplines nationwide. 

Guests during the second part of the meeting represent three of the 11 design teams to 
be funded by the New American Schools Development Corporation (NASDC). The 
Corporation recently selected the 11 teams from nearly 70O proposals designed to serve as 



Wal-Mart Joins AMERICA 2000 



Wal-Mart store managers and 
Sam's Club general managers are 
bringing together community leaders 
to start the discussion of what must 
bo done to achieve the National 
Education Goals, school by school, 
and community by community," Wal- 
Mart and Sam's Club stores are 
located In more than 2,000 communi- 
ties across America. 

To start, the managers are inviting 
local education, business and civic 
leaders to Wal-Mart and Sam's Club 
stores to participate in the Satellite 
Town Meeting September 1. AH of the 
stores have satellite downlink c ^abil- 
fty. The managers will also rec ord the 
meeting and make vkSeotapee avail- 
able for those who are unable to 
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attend and to other indivkluals In their 
community interested in AMERICA 
2000. 

'September 1 is not the end of the 
process," said Rob Walton, chairman 
of Wal-Mart Stores Inc. ''Being a part 
of this Sateilite Town Meeting is not 
the sole objective. It Is the commit- 
ment ttre community makes from now 
until the year 2000 to achieve the 
Nattonal Educatton Goals that is 
important" 

Several months ago, Wal-Mart 
announced that the royalties from the 
late Sam Walton's new book. Made In 
Amwlc^v will go to the New American 
Schools Development Corpora^n to 
help design and create breek-the- 
moldechooia. 
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Join the Next 
Satellite Town 
Meeting... 

The AMERICA 2000 
Satelite Town Meeting wit 
takepfaceon Tuesday, September 1, 
8:30p.m., EDT A test signed wfl 
begin at 8 p.m. 

Note the new cooidlnatemi 
C-Bsrxi: Galaxy 6; Transponder 
11,Channel 11: Horizontal 
pofarizatbn; Downlink frequency 
3920Mhz;Audk)subcanien 6.2 
end 6.8 

Kihbend: SBS-6: Transponder 12: 
Vertkxilpoleitzstion; Dowrink 
frequency 1 1994.5 Mhz; Audk) 
subcenter 62 and 6.8 
See SeMIHe, next pege 
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Meetings continued 



blueprints for commuxiities to reinvent 
tfaeir scbools to reach the Natioual 
EducatioD Goals. Partidpati>ig in the 
Satellite Town Meeting discussion : 
A Qaine SaMiut, education program 
officer for the Urban Coalition in St 
Paul (MN) will discuss tbe Commu- 
nity Learning Centers of Minnesota 
design, which calk for the creation of 
independeut public scbools in 10 sites 
— urban, rural and suburban. The 
schools wUl operate by charter or 
contract from local school boards, 
thus bypassing many state/local 
regulations. 
▲ Len Sirotzkl, project director tbe 
Dcosenvillc (EL) Community Design 
ream, will diicuia bow tiie team will 



turn the entire community (a village of 
17,000 located near Chicago) into a 
campus that will support lifelong 
learning for all citizens. 
A Marc Tucker, president of the 

National Center on Education and the 
Economy, will discuss his role as 
director of the new design team, the 
National Alliance for Restructuring 
Education, which is based in Roches- 
tcr« NY. The Alliance plans to use 
innovative teaching technology and 
assessment techniques to create more 
than 240 break-the-mold schools in 
seven states: Arkansas, California, 
Kentucky, Ncv/ Yort Pennsylvania. 
Vermont and Washington. 



conHnwd 

, Johnson (k)r^^ 
Sarn'sCkJt^ptantop^oAciBkxal 

\ downlink sites to int9rest9dcommunh 
Oas. Seeding is fm»ed MMExton- 
stonUnivofSity also plans to air the 
torn nieeting local cable net- 
works). 

CaUI-aOO^JSArLEARNandietus 
kncm that your oon^^nuhiiy will t^e 
Joining the meeting. 

Omtloceiieachwnlfnk? Have 
technk^al problems attt^ 
^lidicanlbeHxedlntimefxIhe 
transmission? Call 719^t44Od03 lor a 
t/e,uudkhonlyfeedoftherneeting. 
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AMERICA 2000 
UBRARY PARTNERSHIP 
ANNOUNCED 

On September 8, Education 
Secretary Lamar Alexander 
announced formation of the 
AMERICA 2000 Ubrary Fanner- . 
ship, an initiative to promote the 
role of libraries in helping 
communities achieve the six 
National Education Goals. 

"More than 1700 communities 
across the country have become 
. AMERICA 2000 communities," 
'' said the Secretary. "As they 

■ pursue the National Education 
. Goals, we encourage them to 

include in their plans an impor- 
tant learning resource available 
in virtually every neighborhood, 
and that's the library. Libraries, 
schools, communities and 
families need to be working 
together, to sen/e children, to 
achieve the goals, to become 

) the 'nation of students' that 
President Bush described in his 

I AMERICA 2000 education 

■: strategy." 

Joining Sec. Alexander at 

: Fairfax County's George Mason 

- Regional Library in Annandale, 
Virginia, was American Library 

■ Association President Marilyn 
Miller, as well as representatives 
of the federal partners who have 

.. pledged to support the library 
initiative. The partners include 
the National Endowment for the 
Humanities, the Library of 
Congress, the National Commis- 
sion on Libraries and Information 
Sciences and the National 
'nstituto for Utoracy. 

Major components of the 
initiative include: 
A Working with libraries to 
provide partners with the 
Education Department 
publications including 
Helping Your Child Get 
Ready for School, Helping 
Your Child Become A 
Reader, and Helping Your 
Child Use the Ubrary (the 
latter is also available in 
Spanish): 
A Urging libraries to work with 
communities to serve the 
education needs of children 
and young adults, as well as 
lifelong learners; 
See Partnership, page 4 
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Schools Visited During Back-to-School Tour 
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Alexander Announces New yh 

for Breaking ihe Molcf Award 



On September 1, two North Carolina 
elementary schools became the nation's 
first recipients of a new "A-f for Break- 
ing the Mold" award to be given daily by 
Secretary Lamar Alexander to schools, 
programs and practices that are using 
innovative ideas in working toward the 
six National Education Goals. 

'Tm going hack to school and taking 
the nation with me to see that our 
schools are changing," said Education 
Secretary Lamar Alexander in announc- 
ing the new award's creation. '*A11 over 
the country, in communities where 
business as usual just isn't enough, there 
arc break-the-mold schools that arc 
teaching to high standards, cutting 
through bureaucratic red tape, and 
providing greater choice of all schools." 

Woodhill Elementary School in 
Gastonia and Lake Wylie School in 
Charlotte. North Carolina, are among the 
first innovators to receive the award 
during early September, [sec '^The First 



'A-f for Breaking the Mold' Award 
Winners/' page 2, for a brief description 
of the awardees]. Future winners will be 
announced daily through the end of the 
year. They will be featured on the 



^^kll over the country, in com- 
munities where business as 
usual just isn H enough, there 
are break'the-mold schools 
that are teaching to high stan- 
dards, cutting through bureau- 
cratic red tape, and providing 
greater choice of all schools.'' 



AMERICA 2000 Daily Conference Call, 
the monthly Satellite Town Meeting, 
and/or highlighted in the AMERICA 
2000 newsletter. 
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The First "/^ for Brsaki 



During the next few weeks, the Secretary pUms to visit mnny of the first ''A-^for Breaking the Mold'' award winners to stress 
the importance of such schools in helping the nation reach the six National Education Goals, "Everywhere I (ravel I see 
interesting, innovative things happening in schools, " said Alexander in announcing his itinerary, '*But nuDre people are still 
skeptical when I tell them that when our fifih graders are seniors, our schools will be so different they will be hard to recog- 
nize. There is no better way to prove this to the American people than to show them that it is already happening. " Following 
are brief descriptions of the winners which the Secretary plans to recognize in the next few weeks: 



C^t C*rf At 



Breaking fhe /^old |p< 



CmJ fmf /^vT <* i^** w iff 



Adults Study While Kids l^rn 

On September 1, Secretary Alexander gave an '*A+" Award 
to the Odyssey Project, VVoodhlll Elementary School, 
Gastonia, N,C One of 1 1 designs selected by the New 
American Schools Ckivelopment Corporation, the Odyssey 
Project will give adults the opportunity to study for the GEDs 
while their children are learning. 
The design also includes parent 
involvenient, an assessnaent-and- 
instruction portfolio for every 
student, a community service 
requirement (220 hours), coopera- 
tive learning, Paideia seminan;, 
and more. Woodhill is one of 
several Odyssey learning centers 
to be open 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. year- 
round. [Contact: Dr. Edwin West, 
Superintendent, Gaston County 
Schools; PC Box 1397; Gaston, 
NC 28053] 

A Classical, Flexible Educa- 
tion 

Also, on September 1, the 
Secretary honored Lake Wylle 
School, Modern Red School- 
house, Charlotte, N.C., where flexible staffing, multi-age 
grouping and individual education contracts will enable all 
students to study a classical core cuiriculum. Parents will 
receive a booklet explaining what students are expected to 
know and do at each grade level, and every course will have a 
major writing assignment as part of student assessment. L^ike 
Wylie and other schools in the Charlotte-Mecklenburg public 
schools arc test sites for the Modem Red Schoolhouse, one of 
the 1 1 design teams selected by the New American Schools 
Development Corporation. [Contact: Jeff Schiller, Assistant 
Superintendent of Planning and Research: PO Box 30035: 
Charlotte, NC 28230] 

Private Management for Public Schools 

On September 2, the Secretary awarded aii " A+" lo the 
Alliance for Schools That Work, Harlem Park Middle 
School, Baltimore, Maryland. Under new management by 
the Alliaitcc for Schools lliat Work (a consortium of three 
companies that will oi)erate a total of nine Baltunoie st htxils), 
students at Harlem Park will have a personalized education 
plan, two teachers in every classroom, new c( »mpulcrs, and 



Community 
Progress Report 



access to other technology. Membeis of the Minneapolis- 
based Alliance are: Education Alternatives, Inc. (EAI), 
which designed the Tesseract model for the schools, the 
facility management team of Johnson Controls, and the 
accounting firm of KPMG Peat Marwick. EAI also manages 
a public school in Miami, Florida, and owns two private 

Tesseract schools in Minnesota and 
Arizona. The Baltimore Public 
Schoors venture is the first wide- 
scale effort by a large U.S. city 
cortracting with a private corpora- 
tion for management of its public 
schools. (Contact: David Bennett, 
President, EAI; 1600 W 82nd St., 
Suite 250; Bloomington, MN 
55431] 



Lamat Altjcmder 



Vie Commwuty Progress Report, on display during 'A-i* 
Award' ceremonies, illustrates \n a report card format 
tl\e progress communities will make, year-by-year, in 
reaching the National Education Goals. 



Innovation in Rural St Mary's 
County 

Roots & Wings, Bernard 
Harris Elementary School, 
Baltimore, Maryland, was also 
recognized by the Secretary on 
Septeinber 2. One of the designs 
selected by the New American 
Schools [development Corporation, 
the design will transform schwls throughout St. Mary's 
County, Maryland, Willi ideas th.it include **neverstreaming," 
cooperative learning, staff support teams, eight- week 
assessments, and m.urc. Children acting out a story, a teacher 
working one-on-one with a struggling young leader, a family 
support team mapping out a str^itegy for children with 
academic and discipline problems are samples of activities 
planned for the Roots & Wings schools. [Contact: Robert 
Slavin, CSOC; 3505 N Charles St., Baltimore, MD 21218] 

i'lexibility in Breul^in^ the Mold 

On September 3, Secretary Alexander recognized 
Rcynoldsburg lligh School, Reynoldsburg, Ohio. The 
school is using the principle of Ted Si/er's Coalition of 
Essential Schools to create an interdisciplinary program in 
which four teachers from four different academic aieas work 
together witli up to 100 students in four-hour-pcr-day 
integrated classes. Rcynoldsburg students can also accelerate 
llieir studies by "doublci-blocking'' — taking coui*scs tradi- 
tionally spread over two years (algebra and calculus, for 
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example) .n the same year. The high school has also con- 
tracted services from a local vocational school to create a 
world-class industrial arts program. [Contact: Richard Ross, 
Superintendent, Reynoldsburg City Schools; 6549 East 
Livingston; Reynoldsburg, OH 43068] 

Students Gain Hands-on Experience 

On September 4, the Secretary honored Skyway Elemen- 
tary School, Miami, Florida, which began breaking the 
moid in »he mid~1980s, by emphasizing hands-on experi- 
ences for students and community involvement in the 
schools. Programs serve students attending the third tlirough 
fifth grades ("referred to as Skyway University") and include 
science and math labs, an alterna- 
tive program for students with 
motivational problems, the 
school-wide use of closed-cii'cuit 
television to produce a daily news 
shov/, community members as 
role models and business partner 
ships to provide recreation as well 
as incentives for go<xl citizens 
and school success. 



"/V for Brzaking the f^old' 
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Skyway reccnUy has used its 
flexible, innovative management 
in assisting families made 
homeless by Huiricane Andrew. 
Designated as a temporary 
shelter, the school decided to go 
beyond providin i a place to sleep and arranged for the 
children to hav\ a place for learning. Even though ihe 
official school year had not started. Skyway brought teachers 
back early to offer some education assistance to the children 
in the shelter. [Contact: Frederica S. Wilson, Principal, 
Skyway Elementary School; 4555 NW, 206 Tenrace; Miami, 
l^L 33055] 

Tappinfi the Vast Resources of Libraries 

On September the Secretary recognized the Fairfax 
County School and Public Libraries, Fairfax, Virginia, 

where the library systems are breaking the mold by estab- 
lishing networks for learning using the latest technology — 
on-line databases, multimedia programs, and satellite and 
cable systems. Computerized networks arc being used to 
give students access to information from school or public 
libraries — and eventually from home. [Contact: Dolores 
Bohcn, Asf^^slant Supe»intendent, Fairfax County Public 
Schools; 107fX) Page Avenue; Fairfax, VA 22030] 

World-Class Math Standards in the Classrocim 

(Jn September, 9, the Secretary gave an "A+" to Portland 
Middle School, Portland, Michigan, where everyone 
icams algebra. By the end of lOtli grade, all students in 
Portland will have cotnpleted a coui^ in geometry through a 
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Eacli recipierU of the "A + for Breaking the Mold'' Award 
Will receive a certificate and bookninrKs for tlie students. 



curriculum approach built around tlie world-class **math 
standards'* developed by the National Council of Teachers 
of Mathematics. Local teachers have spent more than 
tliree years learning the Portland approach to math, and it 
has paid off. Last year, even though its district spends less 
per student than any other in Michigan, Porlldnd Middle 
School saw its students earn sixth place on the state 
matliematics achievement test. [Contact: Bill Adams, 
Principal, or Mary Bouch, Math Project Director, Portland 
Middle School; 745 Storz Ave.; Portland, MI 48875] 

Heartland Desif^n Strcs^ses '^^.CV^ 
On September 10, Heartland Education Community, 
Orrville, Ohio, received an "AV 
award from the Seaetary. Tim 
Smucker took timeout from 
being CLO of the J.M. Smucker 
Company to develop the Heart- 
land Education Community, a 
n::w school design for rural 
Ainerica\s 12,000 one-high- 
school districts. The HearUand 
design orbits around the "5 Cs'' 
— community, contextual 
learning, critical thinking, 
character development, and 
continuous improvement. Key 
elements include shifting the 
responsibility for education to the 
entire community, and creating a community-wide 
^'school" where education might just as easily lake placr 
in the local bank or on a farm as it might in a traditional 
classrooms. (Contact: Tim Smucker; Heartland Educa- 
tion Community, Inc.; PO Box 280; Onn-ille, OH 446671 

Keeping ,Vt-Ilisk Students in Sehooi 

On September 1 1, Orr School Network, Chicago, 
Dllnols, received an "AV award. Located in an impover- 
ished, gang-plagued, drug-ridden neighborhood of 
Chicago, liie program takes an all-out, comprehenrave 
approach to helping poor, minority youngsters. Among 
student activities: an alternative afternoon and evening 
school, menton; for cver>' junior and senior, activities on 
college campuses, summer employment, individual case 
management, sunulations where students chix>sc jobs and 
develop budgets, summer workshops vvln^re teachers 
develop hands-on science lessons, studciiu^ writing their 
community's history, police and volunteer prntcction 
from gangs so that youngsters may U-avel safely bctv/cen 
home and school, and home visits for families of young 
children. (Contact: Kenneth Van Spankcren, Principal, 
Rczin Orr Community Academy I ligh School; , 30 N 
Polaski Rd.; Chicago, IL 60624] 
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San Franoisco Workshop on September J5- f6 L 

AGENDASm- FOR BOSTON I 
REGIONALLEADERSHIP | 
WORKSHOP j 

National and local community I 
leaders from the Noftheast will B 
discuss their exporiences in wori<ing I 
toward the National Education Goals I 
during the AMERICA 2000 Leader- I 
ship Wofkshop in Boston, Massa- I 
chusetts, September 29-30. I 
Education Secretary Lamar I 
Alexander will help kick off the two- I 
day meeting by offering remarks at a I 
reception to be held at the Massa- I 
chusells State House. I 
The meeting, fourth in a series of I 
Leadership Workshops, is designed I 
for local leaders who are interested 
in starling or further developing an 
AMERICA 2000 initiative in their 
communities. During six cortcurrent 
sessions, panelists and participants 
v/ill discuss the NASDC design 
teams, communicatirtg tJie 
AMERICA 2000 message, local 
chambers of commerce that are | 
"breaking the mold," school choice, 
and a case study for a AMERICA 
2000 Community start-up. Work 
sessions also are planned on how 
cofnrnunities can successfully meet 
\\)e AMERICA 2000 four-part 
challenge to: 1 ) adopt the six 
National Education Goals; 
2) develop a community-wide 
strategy to meeting them; 3) design 
a report card to measure progress; 
and 4) plan for and support a New 
AnDerican School. 

AMERICA 2000 Leadership 
Workshops have been held In 
Denver. Colorado, and Atlanta. 
Georgia. In addition to tlio San 
Francisco and Boston irjeetings in 
September, a firial conferertce will be 
held in Dallas, Toxas. on November 
19-20. To reaister for the work- 
shops, call 202-401-0039. 



Disability Channel Airs 
.AMERICA 2(MM) Town Meetinj^s 

America's Disability Channel (ADC), 
a San Antonio-based national cable 
lelevision nc'twork. is cablecasting the 
AMERICA 2CKK) Town Meetings to its 
nearly 15,000 cable lelevision subscrib- 
ers in 36 slates and to more than 6 
million satellite receivers in communi- 
ties throughout the country. ADC is the 
nation's only television network that 
features programming by and for px^ople 
with disabilities. 

ADC's broadcast schedule is as 
follows: 

Goal 3 — Thursday, October 1 , 

9-10:30 a.m.. Eastern 

Goal 4 — Thursday, November 12, 

9- 10:30 a.m.. Eastern 

Goal S — Thursday, December 17, 

9-10:30 a.m., Eastern 

Cable viewers interested in receiving 
the broadcast can call their local cable 
company for the channel number 
carrying ADCyThe Silent Network. 
[For more infomiation, contact ADC; 
1717 N.E. Loop 410. Suite 1401, San 
Antonio, Texas 78217: voice, 512-824- 
7446; TDD, 512-824-1666; FAX, 512- 
K29-1388] 



Partnership, continued 

A Improving and expanding data 
collection on public library 
sen/ices for children andyoung 
people to provide librarians and 
policymakers with better 
information for meeting the 
needs of youth; 

A Commissioning papers on how 
libraries can support each of the 
goals and on how school and 
public libraries can work 
together to meet the goals; 

A Planning a Spring 1993 

partnership-sponsored confer- 
ence for school and public 
librarians on how to help 
communities reach the national 
goals; 

A Involving librarians in develop- 
ing SMAR'niNE (Source for 
Materials and Research about 
Teaching and Learning in 
Natkxiwide Education), an 
Education Department initiative 
to establish a user-friendly 
electronic infonvaion service to 
be available in school and 
publk: libraries. 



The National Bducation^ Go^ls in Brief..: 

1, AH Children Ready for School 

2. 90% Gr^duatidi Rate 

3. All Children rroticient in At lA-ast Fn^lish, Math, St it ncc. 
History, and Geography . 

4, First Ifi the World in Math ai\d Science 

^ Fmtv Adidl l.ittr.itt and Al>le to ( nnipHi in the \V«»rk 
I'orcc 

6. Dru^s and Violence Out ol Sdiools 



Mark Your Calendar.... 

'Next Sateiilte Town Meeting— Oct 13. 
3:30^9:30 p.m. 

CSand: Galaxy 6; Transponder 1 1, Horizorh 
taf poiariiation: Do\^rM< froquency, 3920 
Mhz; Audio sutx:arner. 62 and 6.8. 

Ku-tand: SBSS; Transponder 10; Verticai 
poiarizaHon: Downiink frequency, 11945,5 
Mhz; Audio suboanier, 62 and 6.8. 

Call l-SOO-USA-LEARN. 
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Standards and Breaking tlie Mold 



AMERICA 
2000 




Satellite Town Meeting Looks at Goal 3 

America's schools need high standards, effective assessments, and ' re ak-t he-mold thinking to reach National Education Goal J, 
concluded several of the nation's leading educators and AMERICA 2000 leaders during t\ie latest Satellite Town Meeting on September L 
Goals states: "By the year 2000, American students will leave grades four, tight, and twelve having demonstrated competency in 
challenging subject matter including English, mathematics, science, history and geography: and er^ery school in America will ensure that 
all students learn to use th^ir minds well, so they may he prepared for responsible citizenship, further learning, and productive employ- 
ment in our modem economy. " 

During the fine yart of the meeting, three educators with direct experience in setting standards, developing curricula and assessing 
performance discussed how tliese education reform tools can be used to improve today* s schools. Later in the meeting, three New 
American Schools Development Corporation (NASDC) design team leaders focused on haw those same aspects of education reform are 
being used in their break-t he-mold school designs. [Note: Next week's newsletter will feature excerpts from the phone-in segment of the 
Satellite Town Meeting.] 



Standards, Assessment, Accountability ... 

According to Diane Ravitch, former professor and current 
assistant secretary for educational research and improvement at 
the Education Department, "we never had standards at 
all.. .never sat down as a nation and figured out what we want 
children to know." Ravitch joined North Carolina school 
superintendent John Muiphy and Florida principal Constance 
Jones in discussing the role of standards and other aspects of 
education reform in reaching National Education Goal 3. 

Find Out What Students Should Know — Ravitch. **The 
starling point for education is determining what children should 
learn and letting teachers. ..parents. ..kids, above all, know whai 
is expected of them to succeed/' said Ravitch. According to 
Ravitch, the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics aid 
just that: "They got together over the past several years, and 
the math teachers of America said, *This is what we think our 
children should know and be able to do at different grade 
levels."* To date, some 41 states have revised or aie revising 
their math curriculum frameworks based on the standards. 

"We have a lot of research that shows that the kids achieve 

See Students, next page 



Breaking the Mold 

According to representatives from several design teams 
selected for funding by the New American Schools Develop- 
ment Corporation (NASDC). American schools need to change 
drastically io meet challenges of a global maitetplace and a 
changing v/orkforce. 

Pfiiticipating in the discussion were Elaine SaUnas, represent- 
ing the Community Learning Centers of Minnesota; Len 
Sirozki, the Bensenviile (IL) Comm'inity Design Team; aiKl 
Marc Tucker, the Rochester-based National Alliance for 
RestRicturing Education. 

Mliancc Design Changes the System — Tucker. "For the 
first time in the history of world... [Americans] front-line 
workers are in competition with front line workers in one 
unified labor market worldwide/' said Marc Tucker, president 
of the National Center on Education a;.)d the Economy. He 
noted thai in countries like Indonesia, those workers make SI JO 
per day arid their skill levels are the same or better than Ameri- 
can workers. "If we don't find a way to be vastly better skilled 
than those kids coming out of Indonesia, we'll be making $1 .50 

See Refomty P<tgc 



President Bush Phones Satellite Town Meeting 

"How did you get started and how Is it woriang oat?" asked President George Bush of Bensanvllle design team loader Len 
SIrotzkl, during the phone-in portion of the Satellite Town Meeting on Sepfembar 1 . Ttie President joined other callers, who had 
questions and observations about reaching National Education Goal 3 during the go-minufe nmellng. Following are excerpts from 
the President's phone rail, as well as SIrotzki's response. 

Pre$ldent Bush: "...When the governors and I established the goals at Chariottesville at the Education Sumnnt, we hoped to 
set a new direction for eckjcatlon In oar country'. But we also knew that the goals would not make much difference unless they 
were adopted community by community.. ..And them are no quick fixes. The change we're talking about is really 
fundamentaL.llterally reinventing education.. .bmak-the-mold schools, higher standards and certain^ better tests, getting govern- 
ment off the teachers' backs, and then giving families more choice In schools and academic programs 

"And now for my question.... I've challenged each, .[community] to create a break-tne-mold schoc^.,..Len...how did you get 

SeeBuBh, next page 
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the best when there's a challenging curriculum..iiigh expecta- 
tions ...and when there's parental involvement," said Ravitch» 
who was the principal writer of the California K-12 history/ 
social studies curriculum framework. [Contact: Diane Ravitch, 
U.S. Department of Education, 400 MarylaiKi Avenue, S.W., 
Washington, D,C. 20202] 

Standards Empower Teachers — Murphy. John Murphy, 
superintendent of Charlotte-Mecklenburg (N.C.) Schools, 
reported that his district is changing its schools to reach high, 
rigorous standards set by the community. "At the Lake Wiley 
School...you'll begin to see this year those standards being 
implemented in the K through 6 school," said Murphy. 
"Teachers are now empowered to make decisions in terms of 
how they will take youngsters from where they are to those 
standards we've established." Murphy said that the district has 
prepared brochures for every parent at every ^ide level and 
discipline, '*so that parents will understand exacdy what it is 
their child should be learning.. .[Tjhe parent and the teacher 
truly become partners now in that education process." [Con- 
tact; Dr. John Murphy, Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools, 701 
East Second Street, PO Box 30035, Charlotte, NC 28230] 

Rigorous Curriculum Produces Results — Jones. 
Constance Jones, principal of Three Oaks Elementary School 
in Fort Myers, Rorida, discussed Three Oaks Elementary' s 
success in implementing a new curriculum developed by Dr. 
E.D. Hirsch Jr., which rehes heavily on rigorous content 
According to Jones, Hirsch examined different curricula from 
several countries and from several states to determine the 
sequence of knowledge that boys and girls ought to leam and 
know by the time they leave sixth grade. *We spent all of the 
past two years teaching that curriculum in our schools," said 
Jones. "We've seen incredible results that relate to attendance, 
enthusiasm the retention of our children. The number of 
children retained at the end of the year was decreased by 50 
percent Discipline problems were reduced by almost 85 
percent...'* [Contact: Constance Jones, principal. Three Oaks 
Elementary School. 19600 Cypress View Drive, Fort Myers, 
FL 33912, or Core Knowledge Foundation, 2012-B Morton 
Drive, Charlotlesviile, VA 22901] 



'■'t Bush, continued 

4 started and how is it working oat?" 

Lon SIrotzkl: '...I think that the number one message 
•; to cccnmunities everywhere is to start, and don't wait for 

■ some perfect time that may never come.. ..[W]e looked for 
individual persons who were willing to go beyond personal 

■ agenda for the benefit of the community, all of the families 
in the community — and I mean all of them, not only 

: schooi-aged children... .its going to take a very, very long- 
.; term commitment, and there will be a great deal of pain, 
bringing about the kinds of changes that are needed....'* 
Pr^sld^nt Bush: '.../ am proud...that this Af^lERICA 
2000 effort continues to be bifxiriisan. And, took, we all 
know we're in an unusual politica} season.... All the 
: ; governors, Democrats as well as Republicans, are a part 

of all of this, and ifs bean that way fmm the very begin- 
. i: nin^. And I fust wanted to assure every parricipant that 
• I'm determined to keep it that way," 
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a day, said l\icker. He noted that the Alliance design teanu 
which he directs, will use innovative new teaching technology 
and assessment techniques to create more than 240 break-the- 
mold schools in seven states: Arkansas, California, Kentucky, 
New York, Pennsylvania, Vermont, and Washington, 

"Our view is that you can't really break the mold without 
changing the whole system all at once and every piece of iC* 
said Tucker. "You need a whole new set of standards.,.ways to 
assess student improvement..curriculum...technology... staff 
development ....What we did was go around the country to get 
the best in each one of those categories... the New Standards 
Projects — a collaboration of some 17 states,..six school 
districts and some of the most competent people in the 
country..., We have a relationship with Apple Computer's top 
research team., .to bring the very best that is known in how to 
use computers and support tools for teachers....We' ve got the 
Public Agenda Foundation, which is going to woric with the 
board and superintendent on how to engage the public in what 
we're trying to do here." [Contact: Marc Tucker, Center on 
Education and the Economy, 39 State Street, Suite 500, Roches- 
ter, NY 14614] 

Community Learning Center Design Uses Flexibility — 
Saiiniis. Elaine Salinas, education program officer for the Urban 
Coalition in St. Paul, noted that America's future workforce will 
be largely minority, young and female — groups that histori- 
cally have been less well served by America's education 
system. "In order to compete in that global economy, we* 11 
have to break the mold in order to begin serving those studen. 
said Salinas, 

Salinas noted that the Community Learning Center design 
calls for the creation of independent public schools in 10 
Minnesota sites — urban, rural and suburban — that wijl 
operate by charter or contract from local schools boards and 
thus bypass many state and local regulations. "...[T]he intent of 
our design is to use both the contract schools arid the charter 
schools legislation to create an institutional bypass so that 
educators who are creative, interested in changing education, 
can use these vehicles to create new kinds of public 
schools.... where we can honor [public] trust and be accountable 
for the outcomes... .We're in effect recreating what public 
education is." [Contact: Elaine Salinas, Urban Coalition, 2610 
University Avenue West Suite 201 , St. Paul, MN 551 14, or 
Community Learning Centers, do Wayne Jennings, Designs for 
Learning, 449 Desnoyer, St. Paul, MN 55104^915] 

Bensenville Design Involves the Wliole Community — 
Sirotzki. Len Sirotzki* project director for the Bensenville 
design team, observed that it takes the resources of a whole 
community to bring about break-the«mold reform. 'To have a 
single school operate in a break-the-mold fashion within a 
community that is indifferent to the school will not work." 
Sirotzki said that Bensenville believes that learning is lifelong 
and involves everyone — '*the moms, dads, senior 
citizens. ..[N]one of us probably learned everything we know in 
a place called a school. ..we ought to make those kinds of 
learning opportunities available throughout the community." 
Skotzki said that the Bensenville design will turn the entire 
community of 17,000 into a cam.pus that will support lifelong 
learning for all its citizens. [Contact: Dr. Len Sirotzki, Dupage- 
Kane Educational Service Center, 421 North County Farm 
Ro2d.WlM5aton.IL 60187-3999] 
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New National Coalition to Support 
AMERICA 2000 Communities 



Rfty-one national OTganizations have announced forma- 
tion of the AMERICA 2000 Coalition, Inc., a non-profit 
private sector alliance to promc^e the achievement of the six 
National Education Goals, across the country, community by 
community. 

The AMERICA 2000 Coalition will serve as a resource 
nationwide to help local communities implement their 
AMERICA 2000 strategies, said Ed Donley, who will serve 
as chairman of the Coalition's Board of Directors. Donley is 
a former chairman of Air Products and Chemicals, Inc.. a 
former chairman of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce and a 
co-chair with Governor Robert Casey (D-PA) for PENN- 
SYLVANIA 2000. 

**We are bringing together businesses, national trade 
associations and non-profit groups, many of whom are 
already engaged in some support of education, and connect- 
ing them to AMERICA 2000 communities. These commu- 
nities are hard at woric and need to know where their re- 
sources are and who will help them " Donley said during a 
press conference announcing the Coalition's fomiation. 

Leslye Arsht, a former U.S. Deparmient of Education 
official, will serve as president According to Arsht, mem- 
bers wiU support Coalition efforts by: 
A Adopting the six National Education Goals as part of 
their institutional mission; 



A Developing a strategy for their constituents, chapters, 
members or employees to help communities achieve one 
or more of these goals; 
A Encouraging employees or members of their organization 
to volunteer in local AMERICA 2000 efforts in support 
of that national focus; 
A Communicating their organization's role in AMERICA 
2000 and the need to achieve tiie six National Education 
Goals through in-house communications, public an- 
nouncements as well as through mariceting, advatising 
and community relations. 
*'The Coalition's primary goal is to create an alliance of 
groups who arc actively seeking opportunities to involve their 
employees, customers, Cuapters or members in the transfor- 
mation of education at the local level, community by commu- 
nity, throughout the country," said Arsht 

"Communities can look to each Coalition member as a 
resource. Through Coalition efforts nationally, they will know 
that their local bank, electric company, chapters of organiza- 
tions like The Salvation Anny and Girl Scouts, along with 
others, are being encouraged by their national affiliations to 
work in the community to meet the local goals.'' 

For more information, contact the AMERICA 2000 Coali- 
tion; 1825 K Street NW, Suite 1010; Washington, D.C 
20006; 202-835-2000. 



AMERICA 2000 COAUTION FOUNDING MEMBERS 



Air Products and Chemicals, Inc. 
Allstate Insurance Company 
American Association for Adult and 

Continuing Education 
American College Testing 
American Gas /. ^^^ociation 
American Red Cross 
American Standard Inc. 
American Trucking Associations 
Association for Women's Health, 

Obstetrical, and Neonatal Nurses 
Binney & Smith, Inc., makers of 

Crayola brand products 
The Business Roundtable 
Can Manufacturers Institute 
Carnegie Mellon University 
Child Welfare League of America 
Citizens' Scholarship Foundation of 

America, Inc. 
Cities in Schools, Inc. 
Edison Electric Institute 



The Educational Publishing Group, 
Inc. 

Entergy Corporation 
Family Service America, Inc. 
Girl Scouts of the U.S.A. 
Hewlett-Packard Company 
Independent Bankers Association of 
America 

Jobs for America's Graduates, Inc. 
Laubach Literacy Action 
Literacy Volunteers of America, Inc. 
3M 

Motorola 

National Alliance of Business 
National Association of Partners in 

Education, Inc. 
National Association of Temporary 

Services 
National Community Education 

Association 
National Council of La Raza 



National Executive Service Corps 
National Institute of Former 

Governors 
National Center for Family Literacy 
National Science Resouix:es Center 
National Urban League 
Pennsylvania Power & Light 

Company 
Points of Light Foundation 
Rohm and Haas Company 
SER - Jobs for Progress, Inc. 
The Salvation Army 
Siemens Corporation 
The J.M. Smucker Company 
United States Space Foundation 
University Support Services 
Vanderbilt University 
Very Special Arts 
Wal-Mart Stores, Inc 
YWCA of the U.S.A. 
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Funding for the AMERICA 2000 Coalition has been provided by the Richard King Mellon Foundation, Merrill Lynch and 
Company, Inc., and Siemens Corporation. 
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Americans Favor GI Bill for Children 
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Two separate polls released during the 
past several weeks show that most 
Americans favor some type of school 
choice for children and families. 

AP Poll Finds Support for GI Bill for 
Children. A new poll comnnissioned by 
the Associated Press and released on 
September 6, shows that 63 percent of 
Americans favor a plan "for the goveni- 
ment to give poor and middle-income 
parents $1,000 scholarships for each of 
their children" to use "at any pubUc, 
private or religious school." This is a 
description of the President's "GI Bill for 
Children " although the question did not 
identify it as such. Support for the 
scholarship plan is particularly strong 
among families with incomes under 
$25,000 (73 percent support) young adults 
(75 percent of those aged 18-34), parents 



with children (69 percent), and women (66 
percent). 

Gallup Pofl Finds Strong Support A 

new Gallup poll, commissioDcd by the 
National Catholic Education Association 
and released September 17, found that 70 
percent of adults surveyed support a 
govermnent-funded voucher system for 
parental choice (27 percent wac against 
the idea and 3 percent had no opinion). 
When brdcen down, blacks and Ifispanics 
oveiwhelmingly suppoct the idea, 86 and 
84 respectively; and 78 percent of parents 
with children in schocd support the idea. 
The 70 percent finding shows a sharp 
increase in public support when compared 
to two similar polls taken during the past 
few years. In 1991, Gallup found that 50 
percent favored vouchers, as compared to 
44 percent in 1987. 



The National Education Goals 
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\Join the Next 
ISatellite Town 
[Meeting... 

iThsnaxt AMERICA 2000 
Satellite Town Meeting 
vvill take place on Tuesday, October 
13, 8:30 pjrh9:30 pjn„ EOT A test 
sigial will begin at 8 pm 

C-BancL Galaxy 6; Transponder 
1 1; Horizontal polarization; 
Downlinl< frequency, 3920 Mhz; 
Audio subcaniea 6£and6,8 

Kih-band: SBSS; Transponder 10; 
Vertical polarization; DcwrHink 
frequency 11945.5 Mhz; Audio 
subcarrier: 62 and 6,8 



National League of Cities 
Joins AMERICA 2000 

The National League of Cities (NLQ 
has joined Secretary Lamar Alexander in 
challenging mayors and local officials 
nationwide to help stait or suj^rt 
AMERICA 2000 efforts in their cities and 
towns. 

**Wc arc all starting to understand that in 
order to strengthen America, we've got to 
strengthen our schools...transforniing 
education " said the NLC leadership in a 
September 7 letter circuliitcd to nearly 
27,000 local elected and appointed officials 
nationwide. "Schook can't do it alone, so 
it*s up to local elected leaders to get the 
whole community together to set goals and 
start woiking to achieve them." Signing 
the letter were League President Glenda 
Hood (Mayor Pro Tem, Oriando, FL); Rrst 
Vice President Donald Fraser (Mayor, 
Minneapolis, MN); Second Vice President 
Sharpc James (Mayor, Newark, NJ); and 
Education Secretary Lamar Alexander. 

NLC has asked all local officials "read/ 
to accept the challenge" to call the 
Children and Families in Cities Projects at 
NLC (202-626-3030) with the name of a 
city hall contact. In turn, the League will 
Unk callers with the AMERICA 2000 
office in the Department of Education. 
The League also asked their members to 
send information on ideas and strategies 
already under way to John Kyle, NLC, 
1301 Pennsylvania Ave, NW, Washington 
D.C., 20004. NLC will highlight some of 
the best ideas during a special session at 
the 1992 Congress of Cities in New 
Orleans, which will focus on innovative 
and successful education approaches. 



AMERICAN 
2000 




National Education Goal 4 



Satellite Town Meeting to Focus 
on Math and Science Goal 

National Education Goal 4 — U.S. students first in the world in math and science 
^ is the topic of the next AMERICA 2000 Satellite Town Meeting, Tuesday, October 
13, at 8:30 p.m., EDT. Moderated by Secretary Lamar Alexander, the 60-minutc 
meeting will feature: 

A Iris Carl, past president of the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics 
(NCTM), who helped to develop and to secure the adoption of the ground- 
breaking *'math standards," known as the "Curriculum and Evaluation Standards 
for School Mathematics." Published in 1989. the standards are already changing 
the way math is taught in about one third of the nation*s classrooms, NCTM 
estimates. 

▲ Edward Donley, who chairs the board of directors of the AMERICA 20O0 
Coalition, a newly formed alliance of more than 50 national organizations 
dedicated to achieving the National Education Goals, community by community. 
He is former president and chairman of Air Products and Chemicals, Inc., former 
chairman of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce, and current chair of the Chambers 
Center for Workforce Preparation and Quality Education. Donley is also co- 
chair, with Governor Robert Casey (D), of PENNSYLVANIA 2000 and founder 
of LEHIGH VALLEY 2000. 

A Theresa Hernandez-Heinz, high school mathematics coordinator for the San 
Francisco Unified Schools, who was chair of the mathematics department at 
Mission High School in San Francisco, where she helped to put in place innova- 
tive programs to help students learn mathematics. These included STAMP 
(Students and Teachers Acquiring Mathematics Power), an intervention program 
stressing problem-solving skills, and the Interactive Math Project, a three- year 
sequence based on the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics standards. 

▲ John Richards, project director for the Co-NECT School Design Team, one of 
the 1 1 teams funded by the New American Schools Development Corporation 
(NASDC) to create a new generation of schools. Richards manager the Education 
Technologies Department at Bolt, Beranek and Newman (BBN) Labs and is 
currently conducting research on how technology can improve teaching and 
learning and help to restructure schools. 
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AMERICA 2000 Communities 



More than 2,500 communities participated in the September. AM ERICA 2000 Satellite Town Meeting, which addressed National 
Education Goal 3, all children competent in at least math, science, English, history and geography. That midethe meeting possibly the 
largest of its kind in the nation's history. Among the participants were store managers at Wal-Marts and Sam's Clubs across the country 
who invited local educators and civic and political leaders in their communities to take part in the town meeting. 

Following are excerpts from the phone-in segment of the meeting, which follo^v^d a discussion with Secretary Alexander and in-studio 
guests on standards-setting, effective assessments and break-the-mold thinking [see AMERICA 2000 Newsletter, No. 3 7, for highlights of 
the in-studio segment of the meeting]: 



ik- Union Wants More on World Class Standards 

Ridmrd Rice, Union, New Jersey^ asked about wodd class 
standards — what they are and who detamines what they are. 

Secretary Alexander responded, **What we mean by wodd class 
standaids is this: What does a child need to know and be able to do in 
math, science, English, history, geography, and other essential 
subjects in order to live, wodc and compete in the worid the way it is 
today? ....We are woddng so that, by 1995, there will be a nadonal 
consensus to define those standards, but no federal law is going to tell 
New Jersey or Union* New Jersey, what to da That will be your 
decision." 

As for testing to sec how the children are learning to the standards, 
John Murphy, superintendent of Charlotte- Mecklenburg (N.C.) 
schods, observed that many of today's standardized tests won't be 
good enough. "I think we've got to be developing our own tests that 
truly test whether or not the curriculum is being taught in our schods," 
said Murphy. Constance Jones, principal of Three Oaks Elementary 
Schod in Foct Mycn, Florida, which has implemented a new rigorous 
curriculum based on ED. Hirsch's Core Knowledge Sequence, noted 
that Three Oaks Schod retained the standardized achievement tests 
given in the district — a content-neutml, comprehensive test of basic 
skills. * What we found in our assessmeni » is we did a lot more hands- 
on projcc ^...perfoimanco-based assessments, so teachers were able to 
determine whd' ._^the child comprehended or understood..." 
Secrctaiy Alexander added: *Thisiswhy you hear so many people 
— including the President — talking about a national examination 
system. What we're really saying is that if we're going to have all of 
these high goals aiul then devdop these standards which define the 
goals, we're going to have to come up with a new set of examinations 
for use by local schod districts to see whether the children are 
reaching those goals." [Contact: Constance Jones, principal. Three 
Oaks Elementary Scheldt 19600 Cypress View Drive, Fort Myers, PL 
33912, or Core KnovWedge Foundation, 201 2-B Morton Drive, 
Charlottesville,VA 22901] 

>^ Salem Asks About a ChaUenging Curriculum 

John Jordan in Salon County, New Jersey, asked about 
developing a challenging curriculum. 

Diane Ravitch, assistant secretary of educational research and 
improvement, responded; **What we [in the Education Department] 
have done is to give money to leading professional schdariy groups 
and say, *Go and devdop mtional standards, but as you develop them, 
wodc with as broad a public as possibles* According to Constance 
Jones, the Ft Myeis School Board approved of Thn» Oaks School's 
cuiricdum/standards setting activities. 'We did digress from the 
standards that had been set ...forour district-..Actually, we incorpo- 
rated them into the context that we were using with the core curricu- 
lum,** said Jones. *Tthinkit'simpottanttoknow, too, that this 
particular curriculum is only intended to be 50 percent of what we're 
teaching 



John Murphy added: * We engaged over 9,000 people through the 
process in Chariott^Mecklenburg. We went to the experts first. We 
brought those programs into the conununity....Our administrative 
[people] examined all of the standaitis, and then together came up with 
a report in temis of the direction we should be moving ia Then we 
finished that process with an Education Summit that brought roughly 
1 ,800 dtizens together, to examine the standards and then make 
recommendations for modifications." [Contact: Dr. John Murphy, 
Chariotte-Mecklenburg Schools, 701 East Second Street, PO Box 
30035, Charlotte, NC 28230] 

>^ Rotterdam Wants Goal 3 Clarificxi 

Karen Peters, Rotterdam, New York, asked for moie information 
on the second part of Goal 3: "All students learn to use thdr minds 
weIl...responsible citizenship." 

Diane Ravitch responded: "In all of the academic areas and areas 
like the aits, using your mind well means not just parroting bock 
answers...[it means] to think things through, to have understanding and 
to be able to apply what you*ve learned" John Murphy added: "One 
of the things that we're looking towards in the Chariotte-Mccklenbuig 
Schods as we begin to assess [student] perfonnance. Js to engage them 
in writing essays when they leave iriddle school., high school, and not 
only to write an essay about their learning experiences aixl relating all 
ofthedisdpiines, but to beable to orally defend that." Education 
Secretary Lamar Alexander added: "I think the answer to the question 
is the National Educatioji Goals Panel work and the work of the task 
force on setting standaids in citizenship," 

^ St Ivouis Asks Alx)ut Law and Citizenship Standards 
Linda Rdkes, St Louis, Missouri, asked about the role of law- 

nebted education and social studies in Goal 3. 

Diane Ravitch responded that the U.S. Department of Education is 
helping to develop voluntary national standards. "One of the projects 
that we have gotten up and running is thi civics project, which is being 
developed in collaboration with the National Council for the Social 
Studies," said Ravitch. "1 think that as tiie next couple of years go by, 
you'll see new standards in history and geography and in civics and 
government, and I would think that law-related education would 
certainly be a part of the new civic standards." [Contact: Diane Ravitch, 
US. Department of Education, 400 Maryland Avenue, S.W., Washing- 
ton, D.C. 20202] 

^ Ardmore Wants More on Outcome-Based Education 

Jo Anne Graham, Ardmore, Oklahoma, said: "We'd like to hear 
the panel's feeling on whether or not [outcome-based] philosophy 
might improve student achievement." 

Constance Jones said her school has clear, specific goals for each 
grade level in the subject areas. "It really helped all of us focus on what 
we needed to create a total education for a child, said Jones. *ln other 
words, teachers now know what they're going to be teaching...[in each 
grade] so that they can build knowledge upon knowiedge....[H]ow you 
achieve that outcome can vary from classroom to classroom." Secre- 
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taiy Alexander added: *Thc State of Minnesota... has been a pioneer in 
outccme-based education, starting back in the eady '70s....Its experi- 
ence there has«..tled to] do-ncgulated schoois, ...once they come to an 
agreement about what childten should leatn, then it freed the teachers 
to use their own strategies. You create very different kinds of schools 
to try to reach a result." 

'1 would say that outcome-based education is absolutely essential " 
said Diai>c Ravitch. ^tHf you agree on what you want children to 
learn, then you can have a kind of assessment system that supports 
that." Secretary Alexander observed that Portland, Michigan, is one of 
the three school districts in that state that have compietdy integrated 
the new math standards irto their schods. 'They've become sixth in 
the state in math achievcmcnt..evcn though they're one of the lower 
spending-per-pupil school districts. Thai's what we think of as 
outcome-based educatioa" 

:^ Cduinbia Asks About Determining Workplace Skills 

Dr. Milton IGmpson^ Cohimbia, South Carolina, asked how one 
would find what skills would be necessary in the new American 
workplace. "I would think it would require many, many persons 
external of that school situation," said Kiinpson. 

According to John Muiphy, it is important to involve the whole 
community in the process of setting standards atxi goals for schools. 
'This is a question that can be addressed by the employers in ou^ 
communities: What kind of skills do they expect? ...In feet, one of the 
things I did in the school system recently was to build a guaranteed 
diploma program, to ask die business community, 'What do you 
expect our youngsters to leamT' and then guarantee that it's taught, and 
guarantee that it's learned.^" 

^ Phoenix Talks Alx)ut Alternative Proj»ranis 

Sandra Dowting^ Phoenix^ Arizona, noted that Maricopa County 
has created many alternative programs, '*...a program for homeless 
children,..onc of the largest spedal ed consortiums in the state...the 
Second Chance Program for our dropout students." She asked how the 
Department of Education can assist in supporting the creation of more 
bceak-the-mold programs. 

Secretary AlexarKler responded: 'The President has asked Congress 
to give the Secretary of Education flexibility to waive our rules and 
regulations for more than 70 programs that spend about $11 billion so 
that you and your teachers can decide how best to spend the money." 
He noted that, for example, Gastonia, North Carolina, is using Chaipter 
1 money, the largest federal dementaiy program, for a parenting 
program. **Now they*re very tough about parenting...rcquire a parent 
to be involved with the school, but they find that the federal regulations 
somehow prohibit that..I don't [cuneritly] have the flexibility to 
change that....One thing we're willing to do...[ls] form a SWAT team 
fix>m the Deportment of Educadon and work with a metropolitan area, 
for example, to see whether we have flexibility." 

it Port Huencme Asks About Teacher IVaining 

Niki Davis, Port Hi^^neme, California, noted that her district is 
finding that assessment is taking a great deal of time '*[We] have the 
base...tools...techrK>logy, and now we're confronted with...time 
and..in-depth teacher training needs." 

John Murphy said: "We're trying to restructure [teacher training] 
intoourday to get better utilization of existing staff.... Constance 
Joi^ added: * We have tried to create time [for] teachers to have 
common planning time to pod their »esources... ideas together, and we 
have fourid that a support network has been extremely helpful for 
O ' em," 
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Orrville Asks About Character Improvement 
Tim Smudcer^ Orrville, Ohw, represents one of the design teams 
that was not funded by NASE)C but which plans to go ahead with its 
design. Smuckcr noted that Orrv^Jle is a community of about 8,000 
people. He asked for suggestions as to how character improvement 
can be implemented. 

Secretary Alexander responded: "I was in Los Angeles about two 
weeks ago meeting with a group of superintendents..,listening to how 
they're dealing with the aftermath of the riots. The first thing that they 
want to do, as school opens this year, is to introduce in their curriculum 
a course on ethics." Elaine Salinas, education program officer for the 
Urban Coalition in St. Paul (MN), added: '*One of things that we're 
going to be doing with the projects that we're woridng with in 
Miruiesota, is looking very carefully at the whole idea of youth as 
resources... in the classroom, cooperative learning, peer tutorijig, cross- 
age tutoring, difierent kinds of instructional strategies...Wc have 
examples in Minnesota... where the high school students run the local 
grocery store and hardware store...being providod..,education in 
marketing, retail...." Secretary Alexander noted that in Cincinnati, the 
Kroger Company has put a Kroger store within a school as a way of 
introducing the children to how to make decisions — operating the 
store, stacking the oounteis, while earning chits — if they keep their 
grades up — which can be used to buy something. [Contact: Elair)c 
Salinas, Urtxm Coalition, 2610 University Avenue West, Suite 201, 
St. Paul, MN 55114] 

^ Compton Asks WTiether AMERICA 2000 Requires 

Endorsement of Choice 

Shirley Allen, Compton, California, asked if it is possible to join 
AMERICA 2000 without CTibradng school choice. 

Secretary Alexander responded that communities need to do only 
four things to join AMERICA 2000 — adopt the National Education 
Goals, or a version of them ; develop a stiategj' for reaching them ; 
develop a report card to measure progress, and begin to think about 
creating at least one bteak-the-moid school. "It's just like a 100-yard 
dash; if you want to run backwards, that's your busirwss, as long as 
you reach your goals," said the Secretary. *The President feels arxi we 
feel there are a number of things we need to do in addition to that, to 
change our education system, that have to do with starKiaris and 
testing [ar>d giving] all families more choices of all schools..„Become 
an AMERICA 2000 community, and we can all get on the train 
together arxl argue about choice along the way. I'd rather do that than 
all of us stand around [arguing about choice] in the train statioa" 

Elaine Salinas added: "Minnesota actually has about four pieces of 
legislation on the books which really deal with giving parents mote 
choice within the public education system...a post-secondary enroll- 
ment options law, which allows 1 1th and 12th grade students to attend 
a post-secoodary institution, receive high school credit..use those 
credits for college...open enrollment between districts...,?somcthing 
called the High School Graduation Incentives Program, wliich is a 
second chance program for young people wlw have dropped out or 
who are at risk of dropping out, so that they can choose an educational 
altemative or another putiic schod of their cboice....IF]inally, we have 
the most recent charter schools legislation." Secretary Alexander 
added: 'IDebbie Myers, one of the pioneering school superintendents 
in New York City, is creating 30 new high schools — small high 
schools in New York City right now. She says, look, they're all going 
to be diflerent, and we're not going to make people go to tiicm, bu 

See Communities, next page 
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they 'rc going to be SO good aiKl dffeitnt that 
vvvll attract people to them. Hiatus what 
mean by choice.** 

^ Lakewood Talks About Work- 
place Training 

Charles Wirobcr, Lakewood, Colorado, 
noted {h£< a number of Wal-Mart associates 
are participating and suggested that Wal- 
\iart pioneer the idea of continuing educa- 
tion and wodqiacc training, ak}ng the lines 
of the Gcnnan dual educational system — 
port academic atKl part skills and training. 

Maic Tucker, dircctor of the National 
Alliance for Restructuring Education design 
team, agreed that it was a good suggestion: 
'Two years ago our Commission on the 
Skills of the American Wockforce said, 
among other things, that this country would 
go down the tubes if we doD't implement a 
vetsktn of whal goes on toudndy in Northern 
Euiope....[A]bout 20 peroertt of the high 
school graduates go off to a four-year 
cdlege. Some 80 percent ofthe rest go into a 
pcogiam that consists partly of school and 
partly of on-the-job training that's based at 
the woiksitei.«Wc*ro tte only major 
^vanced industrial country that doesn't do 
that, and... we ptobably have one of the least 
qualified bottom halves of woridbcces in the 
irxlustrialized wodd....**Secrctary Alexander 
added: * We have some states that arc 
making some steps — Maine, Wisconsin, 
Orcgoa" He noted that Marc Tucker's 
design team is woddng with some of them. 
Tucker added: ''Oneofthc biggest problems 
here is getting the fimis to ctffer the slots...." 
[Contact; Marc Tucker, Center on Education 
and the Economy, 39 State Street, Suite 500, 
Rochester, NY 14614] 

^ Gulfport Asks About Languages 

Bridget WflMaim, Gulfport, Missittippi, 
asked why, in a wcdd that has become 




communications-odented, aicnt foreign 
languages included in the cuniculum. 

Secretary Alexander responded: 'There's 
been some confusion because Goal 3 says 
'challenging subjects — including math, 
science, English, histcwy and geography.' 
None of the govenxxs nor the President 
meant to suggest that, for examf^, the arts or 
foreign languages or civics were not an 



important part of a curriculum. In&ct, 
we've focmed an arts partnenhip to hdp 
encourage thaL" 

**My own view is that, in America, every 
child should know at least two languages 
well, one of wliich is English." said the 
Secretary. **You're exactly right about 
foreign languages, and it's a good point to 
make.** 



Norristow) is a leader in accepting the AMERICA 2000 challenge to reinvent 

American schools, said President George Bush, during a visit to the Pertnsytva- 
nia community on September 9, The President joined Secretary Alexander, 
Superintendent Holton and other community leaders at Norristown High 
School. Following are excerpts of his remari<3. 

"...I have come to Norristown because you accepted my challenge to reinvent 
American schools.... Norristown is in the lead — but you're not alone. Today, 
1, 700 communities — in every single state — have adopted the vision of what 
we call AMERICA 2000.... 

IReally, four revolutions are under way. First, we are in the process of 
creating hundreds of what we call treak'the-mold' schools — schools that 
reject the status quo....and Norristown was one of 700 communities tiiat 
responded [to the New American Schools Development Corporation's call for 
design team proposals].... Revolution number two has to do with what we teach 
in our schools. . . . Your math teachers are already relying on ne w world-class 
standards.. ..The third revolution involves... teachers ...getting state govemment 
off their baclc.We've got to relieve these teachers of federally-mandated 
paperwork requirements. I tmst tiie teachers, not tiie govemment, to do whafs 
right for our students. There 's one final revolution under way — / think every 
parent should have the right to choose tiie school they want for their 
cNtdren....My G.I. Bill For Kids would give $1,000 scholarships to children of 
middle-^d'low income families that ti)ey can use to spend on any school of 
tiieir choice.. ..Right here in Norristown, almost 6,000 kids — about two-thirds of 
the school population — would be eligible ....Norristown would receive another 
$6 million in new federal funds — not controlled by bureaucrats, but parents 
and teachers.... So these are the four revolutions in American education: break- 
the-mold schools, new standards, getting govemment off the teachers' backs, 
and giving parents real choice.... ' [Editor* b Note: Ten days after the Presi- 
dent delivered these remarks, the number of AMERICA 2000 Communities 
topped the 2,000 markj 
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The final AMERICA 
2000 Leadership 
Workshop for the year 
will be held in Dallas, 
Texas, November 19- 
20. To register, call 
1-800-USA'LEARN or 
202-401-0039. 
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School Superiitietideni Norma Fauhts ^ ^ ^ 

Oregon Raises Standards in Statewide 
Reform 

SJxxJ readiness, a more chaUenging cuniculum. and better technicaWocadonal cducanon 
wetethethne educational chaUenges which ptanpted 0^°" If y^^^P^^^-Sident 
sweepinR rcstmcturing pbn in the history of this countiy;' said Oregon School Supointenctent 
N3aSs during a luncheon speech at the AMERICA 2000 Leadaship Wotk^ m San 
F^dsco,on September 16. IGov^or Barbara RoUm(D)a,vlSupenm,uUnlPaulusiomed 
forres to laiuich OREGON 2000 oil August 22. 1991. J 

Lack of school rcadL^s among many children "is a dirty, ugly secret tn evoy 
school in this country." «ud Paulus. " Too many children axe untovo^, ""^^^^ed and urf^. emd 
it's been dragging down the system...dtxigs. violence, and the breakdown of the family. Weve 
SinTrSS with that pLdem too late_.[putting] all of our money m wi^htt« >«gg«kxit 

l^ern^d when we should have been putting it into parenting ^i^S^Jf^S^i^^ 
n^^L- Paulus described the Chegon plan which focuses on eariychildhooddcvd^ 

zero to right, noting that thrOiegon legislature has made a massiv^ 
^^Sri Held Start. "It's exactly iL fedei^ Head Start excej* it's Oregon mor«y. and we « 
bJendinRthosetwopiogramssuccessfullyandgettingabiggabangforcveiybuck^ 
mdig .a whole hSprogi^ in early chUdhcxxl which includes P^ntrng "^ulus sard 
the state has asked community leaders "to consciously identify young femibes m their 
midst and make sure [they] know what resources are available. 

SfiSi's second priblem-a "watered down" statecurricdumbtDUglit downby low 
exSn^ JSmpted the radical resti^turing pian. said Paulus. She noted that the a^e 
XSS^Syin Ae basic disapiines. including art and music "We want [children] to 

See Oregon, page 4 
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America is making progress in 
reaching certain aspects of the six 
National Education Goals but is still 
too complacent about its educational 
shortcomings, according to the second 
National Education Goals Report, 
released by the bipartisan National 
Education Goals Panel on September 
30. 

Tlie report noted particular pragress 
in dea-easing student drug use (Goal 6) 
and in closing die gap between minor- 
ity and non-minority graduadon rates 
(Goal 2). However, the panel found 
significant ^'achievement gaps" in 
school readiness and differences in 
student, parental and worker attitudes 
in the U.S., as compared to other 



industrialized nations. 

** All of us need to raise our expecta- 
tions — parents for their children, 
teachers for the students, communities 
for their schools, employers for their 
workers and workers for their own 
lifelong learning," said Nebraska 
Governor Ben Nelson (D), who chairs 
the panel. "Now, we're setting our 
sights higher and doing what needs to 
be done to help our children learn what 
they need to know to live, work and 
compete in today's global economy," 
said Secretary Lamar Alexander. 

For a copy of the National Education 
Goals Panel news release listing 
highlights of the report, contact 1-80O- 
USA-LEARN. 
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Schools in Alaska, Oregon, and California are among the most recent recipients of the Secretary's "A-^ for Breaking the Mold** 
awards — given daily to innovative schools, programs or practices that are making progress toward reaching the six National Education 
Goals, 

"Schools are changing, " said the Secretary in describing (he "A + " award program, which began on September 1 and will continue 
through the end of the year, "All over the country, in cofwmmities w-^re business as usual just isn *t enough, there are break-the-inold 
schools that are teaching to high standards, cutting through bureau, atic red tape, aiui providing greater choices of all schools, " 

Following are descriptions of the "A+ " award wi/mers aiuioiuiced during the last two weeks in September [See AMERICA 2000 
Newsletter No. 36, September 7, 1992, for a description of earlier winners} 
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Visca^ery School Focuses on Science 

On Scftonbei 14» Secretary AJeotander awarded an awaid to 
DenaliDementary School, Fairbanks, Alaska* The school 
rcc^^jitly received a grant from the RJR/Nafaisco Foundation to expand 
its *Discoveiy School" concept, redesigning the entire cuniculuni 
aixxmd the study of science. The school also has a "Lifelab" gaixien. 
where students and parents Icam about science and the environment. 
[Contact: Tm Domn, principal, Denali Elementary School, 1042 
Lalhrop St, Fairbanks. AK 997 10] 
6nlisfing the Communiiy to Help Students 

On September 15. the Secretary gave an 
**A+" to Bush Hementary School, Salem, 
Oregon, fat helping students and their 
parents reach the National Education Goals 
by fonning partnerships with the local 
community college, church groups, the 
housing authority, and others. Bush 
Hementary is also part of the Oregon 
Network, a support otganization that links 
irmovative schools across the state, 
allowing them to share infomation about 
teaching and learning. (Contact: Jenifer 
Billman, priixipal, Bush Elementary 
School, 755 University Street, SE, Salem. 
OR. 97301] 
Helping Hispanic Students Stay in 
Scf)ool 

On September 16, the Sccietary recognized four Califocnia 
programs for developing innovative approaches to reduce the dropout 
rate, especially among Mspanic students — Baldcnis Elementary 
School, Fresno; Dcnid Webster Dementnry Sdiool, San Fran- 
dsco; AVID, San Diego; and Cities in Schools, Los Angdes: 
A Neariy 90 percent of Balderas* parents are actively involved 
in the school, which has an extended day program to help 
both students and parents. [Contact: Erlinda Griffin, 
principal, Balderas Elementary School, 4625 East Floi-ence. 
Fresno, CA 93725] 
A Webster, the pilot school for Henry Levin's Accelerated 
Schools, challenges disadvantaged children with innovative* 
hands-on material to help students think, reason and solve 
problems. [Contact: Daniel Webster Elementary School, 
465 Missouri Street. San Francisco, CA 94107] 
A The AVID program offers a rigorous college-prep curricu- 
lum targeted to students from groups historically under- 
rcptcscntcd in higher cducarion — Hispanics» Blacks, Native 
Americans, As a result, fully 92 percent of AVID students 
go on to higher education. [Contact: Mary Catherine 
Swanson. San Diego County Office of Education. 6401 



Details on the ^^A+^^ program 
and the daily awards can be 
heard on the AMERICA 2000 
Daily Confereme CaUy a 5-7 
minute discussion on education 
reform which can be accessed by 
dialing toU-free, l-SOO^USA- 
LEARN. 



Unda Vista Road, San Diego. California 92111-7399] 
A Integrating community social services in the schools is a 
main element of the Cities in Schools prognun. Four school 
districts in the Watts area of Los Angdcs fire grouped 
together in an "education park," where schods can share 
program ideas and other infonnation, [Contact: Robert 
Arias, Cities in Schools, 1 1340 West Olympic Blvd., Suite 
38 1 , Los Angeles, CA 90064] 

Qivincj Families f^re Choice of All Schools 

On September 17, Secretary Alexander 
gave an "AV award to the Chfldren's 
Educational Opportunities (CEO) 
FoundatMH, San Antonio, Texas, for 
offering pdvatdy fuiKkd scholat^lidps to 
low-inoomc fandlies. Sofarihisyear. 
CEO has rccd ved 2,000 applications and 
awaxxkd more than 900 scholai^ps. 
which cover one-half the annual tuition at 
dther a public or private school — up to 
$750. (Contact: Robert Aguime, 
numaging director. CEO Foundation, 
P.O. box 17447, San Antonio, TX 
78217] 

Tiedesi^ning the Learning £wr 
ronment 

On September 18, the Secretary's **A+** went to the Bensenville 
Conununity Design Team, Bensenville, Ulinais, for its plan to turn 
the entire village into a school The design, or>e of 1 1 selected for 
funding by the New American Schools Development Corporation, 
will establish a ^'Lifelong Learning Center." which will profile each 
leamefs interests, abilities and goals, as well as group students of 
different ages together according to their needs. In addition to the 
learning center, students will learn at the various businesses and 
government offices in Bensenville. [Contact: Len Sirotzki, project 
diiector, Bensenville Community Design Team* 1 15 East Green St., 
Bensenville. IL 601 06] 

Giving Families fAore Choices of All Schools 

On September 21, Secretary Alexander gave his **A+ for Breaking 
the Mold'' award to two Milwaukee, Wisconsin programs: Part- 
ners Advancing Values in Education (PAVE), and the Milwau- 
kee Education Center (MEQ Middle Sdiool. PAVE, an 
organization founded by the Bradley Foundation, is offering 
scholarships to low-income families so tliey can choose from public, 
private and religious schools for their children. PAVE exporxJs on a 
current choice program already used in Milwaukee, where public 
funds arc used to help send children to private, non-rcligious schools. 
PAVE is funded completely through the private sector. [Contact: 
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become mors proficient at the cod of the 
tenth grade tham they arc now in the twelfth 
grade. And at the end of the totfh grade, 
after they have been assessed at tegular 
intervals to see if they arc meeting the 
outcome-based educational goals then wc are 
goingtoaskthemta».choo6ea *strand' The 
supedntendent said all the industries, 
piofcssioRS and livelihoods will be divided 
into different strands — for example, health 
science — fiom which students will choose. 
'If you want to be a btain suigeoa.. dental 
techraciaa..veterinarian...you would go into 
that strand, and anatomy, and expedcnces in 
hospitab, and medical centcxs would be 
available to you,'' said Paulus. She noted that 
this does not mean a tracking system. 

Paulus reported that the "capstone" of the 
Oregon icfonn bill focuses on the Stair's 
third challenge — to introduce and integrate 
professional and technical oducadon — in 
particular, math and science — as quickly as 
possible into education. She said that the bill 
encourages high school students to make a 
choice by the end of the sophomore year — 
but "not an iron-clad choice." 

With r^ard to funding, Paulus said that 
the fiist two priorities are to lediioct existing 



revenues and coordinate all funding and 
progtums tied to children and families at the 
schocA site itself. * 'We spend millions and 
millions of dollars every year and most has 
gone right down the rat hole," said Paulus. 
•^We would be much better off if we could 
bring the money... resources and bodies, right 
into the elementaxy schools ...make a 
portnerehip with a parent." The superinten- 
dent included private groups and businesses, 
as wdl as state governmental agencies, in the 
collaborative elToil — for example, the 
Or^on Historical Soddy, libraries in 
partnership with local hospitals, museums, 
etc "And we arc inviting any of our 
sunrounding slates to be involved in this," 
said Paulus. **We are very excited about it." 

About 350 AMERICA 2000 leaders, 
primarily from the West Coast, attended the 
two-day workshop, which included sessions 
on communicating the AMERICA 2000 
message, parental choice, and meeting the 
AMERICA 20a) four-part challenge. [For 
more infoniiation on Oregon rcfonu efforts, 
contact Office of the Superintendent of Public 
Instniction, State Department of Education, 
70O Pringle Paikwuy, S.E.. Salem. OR 
97310] 
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M of ciths pledged to AMERICA 
2000mSeptBmber^!2L Supsrin- 
t^ent CoTiSianc^'ddyton^ ■■ " 
S$cr^taryofBdac$S0nV0n CatroU • 
and other ioaal and ^fate officials- 
joined US. Secretary cf Education 
L&imr Alexander St ^ceremony at 
th& Dknnet Beeb$r Middle School, 
which aiso received Bn-'^A^ for 
Breaking, the Mold**, award. 
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mdng SOUTH DAKOTA actimsi 
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Beaufott County^ South Carolina,- . 
kicked off its AMERICA 2000 
rnttiativeon September 24.' Among ■ 
th^comrnmitiesM 
eifoii are mton Headt B$aufort Bnd^ 
Partis fstsmd. 



TAMPA BAY 2Qm ' 

Tampa Ba/r Fforlda Joined more . 
than 2r000 communities acro$$ ^e 
country piedged to Af^ERlCA 2000 
at a local khk-off on September 25. . 
Th^ kick off was part of. a threes ■■ '' ': 
county Western Flondalnitfative in • 
ih9Tampa/Clean/vatef/St. Paters* y . 
iturg area. • . " ■ 
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VBrstonoftbe NewAmerican. Schools 
D0vehpfpent Co/poration (NASDCl 
Vi^ New fowa Schools Development 
Ckkfx>tB&)n (NISPC),^^^^^^^ funded 
by tie {om Legisistirj^ '($ 115,000} 
tffp'u^ a contract 
d^p^nfiehtofi^^ Proposals 
baye b^en iiA^ four to $ix 

.)owB ctes/ign teams v4S be selected by 
tik^rnnbQt.l^^^^^ (Contact: NISDC, 
402S Tf^iAm'da Drfve, Des Moines, 

Gpi^/TO Ashcipk(R}arid . 
Congressman torn Coleman (R-f^O) 
forthe kick off of f^ETRO KANSAS 
CnY2000;Oc^ber 7. • 777^ effort 
ini^edptiiaalsfrtm^p^ 
and Missi?ufi^:^:^ '\ 

K&Vb^.^r:Bm 2000 

■ OriQcbber:^9^^S^y^ 
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SCW^ahrw^ major 
phgre^slrihrgadz^ reach the 
l^tidnal Ectucatkin ^dafe; JTie San 
Antonio U^t arri Btpiness News 
featured a speckl sectiohh their 
Sunday editibris on AMERICA 2000 
and the oornrnunity's f^fpd card to 
measure progress tamrd ^e goals. 

■ Diners at Boulder, Cbhr^do *s11 
McDonald's restautariis, have been 
eating ihelrBig Macs ort trays.Med 
vMiaBOULDBR VALLBY.?000 flyefr 
vMt^ihts^^^^ 

hurrih^r tqget h\/^lvedHCdtQrado 
2000. 'VieMtiMve Is one of 10 
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2700 Commtutilia Join SUi SaUlUU Town Meeting 

Higher Standards Will Make 
America First in Math and Science 

With higher standards in place, American students can be first in the worid in mathemat- 
ics and science by the year 2000, observed Iris Cari, past president of the National Council 
of Teachers of Mathematics (NCTM), during the latest Satellite Town Meeting on October 
13. Giri joined Secretary Lamar Alexander, San Francisco educator Theresa Hemandez- 
Hdnz, and education technology expert John Richards in discussing National Education 
Goal 4: "By the year 2000, U.S. students will be first in the worid in science and math- 
ematics achievement." 

"Our children are capable of learning much more mathematics than they're being 
taught," said Carl, who helped developed ground-breaking NCTM math standards which 
are now changing the way math is taught in about one-third of the nation's classrooms, 

Theresa Hernandez- Heinz, high school mathematics coordinator for the San Francisco 
Unified Schools discussexl the community's Interactive Math Project. She said her school 
has had some \ ^. math units but current units revolve around concepts and hands-on 
activities: "We nave students [with] diverse backgrounds and learning abilities... studying 
mathematics to detennine, for example, how quickly an oil spill is spreading; whether or 
not the good guys have a chance of winning the pennant; whether or not the bees choose 
the best shape when they make the honeycomb,.. .We started a unit with the story of The 
Kt and the Pendulum' by Edgar Allan Poe.... We read the story... discussed... the prisoner 
lying there, the pendulum was swinging 12 times,..." Heinz saiu that the idea at the end of 
the unit was to predict what would happen with a 3(^foot pendulum: Did the prisoner have 
time to escape? 

John Richards — project director for the Co-NECT School Design Team, one of 1 1 
funded by the New American Schools Development Corporation — discussed the impor- 
tance of a project-centered curriculum, "so that students and teachers..,get involved in a 
project that has something to pay off,. .a product." Richards, who manages the Education 

See Skuuhwds, page 4 



AMERICA 2000 Coalition Ctiair Joins Town Meeting 



During tlie October AMERICA 2000 Satellite Town Meeting, SeaeCary Alexander was 
joined by Ed Donley, diaimian of i!ie recently announced AMERICA 2000 Coalition — a 
partnersliip of more tlian 50 businesses, trade associations and nonprofit groups pledged to 
support AMERICA 2000 Coimnunities at Uie local and national level. 

Donley used tlie Independent Bankers' Association, 12,000 banks in the United Stales, as an 
example of how Coalition groups can lielp communities: "[Their nwntlily magazine) liad an 
extensive article alx>ut how ilie AMERICA 2000 Coalition works [and] !iow people in 
individual communities tlirougluxit tiie country can work to improve Uie quality of Uieir 
sciKX)ls," said Donley. He also mentioned several Coalition number groups willi expertise in 
Goal 1, school readiness — Association for Women's HealUi, Obstetrical and Neonaial 
Nurses, liie Girl Scouts, tlie Salvation Aimy. 

Donley added tliat tlie Coalidon now publislies a newsletter every two weeks and is setting 
up an electronic bulletin board to help coiiuiiunities and members coniniunicate. Also, willi a 
computer, a modem and along distance call, AMERICA 2000 Communities can access The 
Daily Reiwn Card, wliidi "covers-the-coverage" of education issues as reported in Uie news 
media [For informaiion on how to download Jie Daily Report Card, refer to AMERICA 2000 
Newsletter No. 39. October 12, (t contact Uie AMERICA 2000 CoaliUon, 1 825 K Street NW. 
Suite 1010, Wasliington, D.C. 20006; 202-835-2000.) 
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2,700 Communities Discuss Goal 4: 



More than 2, 700 ccmmimities panicipaied in the fifth AMERICA 2000 Satellite Tomii Meeting on October B — a ten-fold iticrease over the first 
nreetifig cf 250 convrumities last May. Soine 1,600 Wal-Mart stores c^ered their sites as cofwmmiry ineetiiig places, and the meeting was broadcast 
over the Miful-Extension University's Network to inore than 600 cable-TV systans across the coiuUry. Disaission focused on National Edttcafioft 
Goal 4 — American students first in the world in imth and science, Fallcnving are exceqyts from the phone -in seginetu cf the tneeting: 



Norrlsto>vn Asks AlK)ut Teacher Training 

Payton Burt^ Norristown, Pennsytvania, said that his town Ls 
already training teachers to teach to the new standards — using its own 
fiinds as well as Elsenhower grani monies. He asked about o(her 
teacher training opportunities and incentive grants. 

Theresa Heinandez-Heinz, high school mathematics coocxiinator for 
the San Francisco Unified Schools^ discussed her school district's 
approach: * We have teachers from middle schools who aie team 
leaciets...meet with the director of our...special program funded by 
Eisenhower monies,.,. We also have tean> leaders ...working diie^;dy 
with the teachers, visiting them in ihe classrooms, coaching them, and 
teaching them how to woric with students in small groups." She 
added: *TTTis is a new skill — how to facilitate learning rather than 
teach it directly, and how to ask students questions that encourage 
students to think insteski of just repeat a right answer." 

Iris Cari, past ptesident of the National Council of Teachers of 
Mathematics, said: "One bit of ad vic^,..look to the many grant 
progiams...ptovided by the Deportment of Education... National 
Science Foundation. School districts as well as universities in 
partnership with school districts can apply for funds that will help 
improve teaching....[P]rivate inductry has now becoine partners 
...providing grants for that kind of improvement that we seek.... And I 
must not foiget to mention the Natiorial Council of Teachers of 
Mathematics. We provide conferences as well and just contacting us 
we can certainly let you know what's avaiiaWe in your area" 

Secretary Alexander noted that there is a recently enacted law by the 
Congress that will create national academies for teachers of math and 
science with corporations and universities: *1 happen to taxjw about 
the UniveiSu / of Tennessee where I used to be. The Martin Marietta 
Corporation and the State of Tennessee have created a regional 
summer pngram for teachers of math and science; that 's going on in a 
variety of places.'* Headdcdthat the President asked Admiral 
Watkins, Secretary of Energy, to head a task force which included 
Deputy Secretary David Kcams and others, to focus neariy $2 billion 
of federal spending on math and science elementary and secondary 
education on teacher training. [For a fact sheet on federal math and 
science programs, call 1-800-USA-LEARN,] 

Flowood Asks About Teacher College Support 

Mitch Morgan, Flowood, Mississippi, asked whether teacher 
collies will sign onto the new approaches. 

John Richards — project director for the Co-NECT School Design 
Team, one of 1 1 funded by NASDC — noted that his design involves 
Boston College with regarxl to assessment and testing: "We're 
working with. ..faculty aixl we have a pretty radically different 
approach to the way math and science are taught." 

Secretary AlexaiKler added: 'One of the things that's going on...is 
that more universities aie requiring teachers to get degrees in math and 
science before they take teacher training, arvd that's going to mean 
changing the math and scierKe curriculum in the universities,...*' 

Grants Asks About Catch-up 

Candaoe Dyfla, Grants, New Mexico, asked how children, who 
arc already behind in math and science, can be brought up to speed 

Theresa Hemandez-Hdnz said that San Fiandsco tackles that 
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problem by giving students enriching, engaging mathematics. *We 
give them socnething that really motivates them and interests them — 
[for example] the question about do the bees build a hoocyoomb: Is lhat 
the most effective way?...[A]bout 40 percent of our math students 
trikditionally would not take college prep classes, and they not only 
were part of our class, they succeeded. We have students who 
camc.not speaking the language and they not only learned math, they 
learned English as well..,.But you need engaging mathcmatics,..not 
boring but [challenging]... and they'll rise to the occasion." 

Secrdary Alexander added: '^[Another example] islhcJDamd .• 
Webster School in San Francisco...a Henry Levin School [which]... 
operates on the theory tliat you don't slow anybody down, you speed 
all the children up. [Contact: Willie B. Santamaria, supervisor, San 
Francisco Public Schools, Rm. 214, 135 Van Ness Ave., San Fran* 
ci.sco, 941()2.] 

Wichita Asks AI)out a TQM Tie-in 

Bob Morrison^ Wicluta* Kansas, asked whether Goal 4 is being 
coordinated with the federal initiative for Total Quality Management. 

Secretary Alexander suggested that a specific total quality manage- 
ment initiative would be a good project for the AMERICA 2000 
Coaliuon: *The U.S. Chamber of Commerce has been doing important 
woric [in this area]...."We' ve been trying to encourage theni...to make it 
available to coiumuniiies for teacher training — and many [local 
chambers] have." [For more infoniiation on tlv U.S. Chamber's 
education initiative, call Bob Martin at (202) 463-5525.] 

Arkansas Asks About Gender Equity 

Laura Dodson^ ArkansoSf KansoSf asked if there are: any 
specific gender equity initiatives being developed orimplemented. 

'riienesa llemandez-Heinz said that San Francisco's Interactive 
Mathematics Project emphasizes writing and communicating: 
'*Giris usually who have been afraid of mathematics because of the 
very abstract way in which it has been approached are rww much 
more comfortable bemuse they are able to work with one 
another.. .in groups.' Their resource is their peers, [and] they're able 
to write and explain their answers and present.,. .More of our girls 
...are staying with us through the three years of our programs...." 

Iris Carl added: **One of the things that we're doing...is making 
sure that every youngster has an opportunity.. .for hands-on 
experiences in math as opposed to simply working individually 
with pencil and paper.., use applications for mathematics...." 
Calumet City Notes the Importance of Fiber-Optics 

Harry Condon, Calumet City, QlinoiSf said that fiber-optics 
provides an opportunity to jump-start our total educational system. He 
asked if anybody is working on that system for public schools. 

John Richards respofided: "We at BBN are developing for the "Co- 
NECT' School [a] local area net work.. .so that each student with Power 
Book [lap-top coiiiputer] can communicate; but in addition...hook the 
schools to the wider world. And there is a TV studio.... We' re hoping to 
use fiber-optics to do that Secretary Alexarxier described a recent 
AMERICA 2000 Conference Call which featured an Indiana commu- 
nity that hooked up with GTE Corporation, 'Por about a SI. 5 million 
one-time cost they have done a number of things in 
telecommunications... with local business contributions. [Contact: 
WestfieldJVashington School Corpoiation, 322 W. Main a, 
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Westfidd, IN 46774.] 

Rogers Concerned Al)out Measuring Succes.s 

E3kn Neaviflet Rogers, Arkansas, asked about an assessment tod 
that can compare Anncrican stiKients with students woridwide. 

Iris Carl said that the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics 
paiticipated in the Pacific Nations Ministers of Education meeting and 
found diat the Pacific natioiv; and European countries are as anxious as 
the United States to fii^ assessment tools for the new goals. ^'Each 
country is focusing on pcoblem solving and applications in mathemat- 
ics " said Carl * We're all tiying new ways or 
alternative assessments.... poctfolios as vicH as 
prcjects for youngsters.'* Secretary Alexander 
said that \'emnont is taking a lead in this country 
in portfolio assessments. [Contact: Elizabeth 
Rand, Vermont C)cpattment of Education, 120 
State St., Mootpeiier, VT 05620] 

ThetesaHeriiandez-Heinz added: **Wehavea 
number of ways of accessing our students,..opcai- 
ended questions...teacher ob6ervation...oral 
presentations, listening to the students explain 
how and why they got their answcrs..individual 
assessments/* She said the school also gave the 
SAT, as a rough measure, and the students did as 
well, if not better, as the control gtoups. 

Salem Asks About Dollar Support 

Gloria Jennin^, Salmi County, New 
Jersey, asked how Salem County, one of the 
poorer counties in New Jersey, can compete in 
math and science witiiout computer and other 
high-tech equipment 

Secretary Alexander lefcned the caller to Eve 
Either at the Department's Office of Educational 
Research and Improvement [through 1-800- 
US A-LEARN] for help in delemiining whether 
te: community might qualify for some federal 
programs. **Se!Cond, I'd look for local business 
contributions," said the Secrctaiy. *Thiid, I'd call 
Walter Ampiey, superintendent in Baltimore 
who made a partnership with a private company 
to opetate nine public schools and for the same 
amount of money put two teachers in every 
classroom and $3-400,000 of computer technol- 
ogy into every schooL" [Contact: Office of the 
Superintendent, Baltimore Qty Public Schools, 
20O E North Ave,, Rm. 405, BaUimorc, MD 
21202] 

John Richards said that one thing his NASDC design team has 
looked at *1s that if you rethink your curriculum so you're not basing it 
totally around textbooks and...to look at projects like 'The Pit and the 
Pendulum,' then the use of computers and technology is something 
that can be amortized over time..[and] is a lot less expensive," 
Newark Wants More on Teacher Retraining 

Laiuiy PaschaOy Newark^ New Jersey, asked if teachers currenUy 
teaching should be required to go back to school and take additional 
courses and what types of assistance is available 

Iris Cari said it would be impossible to send every teacher back to 
the university to get ready for new assignments in the short-term: 
O Vt*TC teconunending that each school district be a port and a party to 
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a new staff development modd....l1)e National Council of Tcachcn of 
Mathematics has nmny pubUcatk>ns that would help ...universities aie 
now focused on working wiUi schools to make that happcn....local niath 
organizatioas arc providing woikshops held on Saturdays and after 
schoQl...[to] improve teaching and address standatds." 

Theresa Hernandez- Hdnz pointed out that San Ftandsco*s Interac- 
tive Math Project provides a week in the sununer for in-service 
training; five release days during the school year for in-service: 
*TheNew Stanley School in Kansas Qty is open 11 nxxUhs a year," 
sakl Secretary Alexander. **Whatti>cy dotiKieis 
keep the children eight or ten ^ceks*,ihen send 
the children home for a weck..ihen the teachers 
have a week to plan their curriculum, to train 
themselves to leam what to do..." [Contact: New 
Stanley School, 36th and Metropolitan Sts., 
Kansas aty,KS 66106.] 

Durango Asks About Community 
Attitudes 

Ann Butkr, DurangOi Cokirado, asked about 
changing community attitwka toward matii and 
science. 
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Secretary Alexander said: "(That] is cxacdy 
what we're doing tonight....the laigest town 
meeting that anybody knows in this counUy's 
history — 2,700 communities^.with the support 
of the all of the govcroois... Democrats as well as 
Republicans, and tiie President. 

John Richards added: **What you have to do 
pn port] is involve...not just the parents, but the 
community. For us in particular, students get a 
personal growth pto that they design with the 
parents with the teacher that's 
continually...ieviev^... In addition, students are 
going to be taking computers home [to]..dial into 
the school [and] paxerits can dial into the school 
and..access the nctwoik and..projccts." 

"Many AMERICA 2000 Communities have a 
Goal 4 Task Force which helps the whole 
community understand that wliat children are 
learning today in math and science is very 
different than... 10, 15, 20 years ago,'' sakl 
Secretary Alexander. 

Plaquemine Asks About Post Election 
AMERICA 200() 
Lisa Batts, Plaquemine^ Louisiana^ asked a 
two port question: 1) Is tiie AMERICA 2000 momentum enough to 
continue if Geoi^ge Bush is not reelected; and 2) What role has 
California pbyed in helping to implement the matii and science 
changes in San Francisco's schools? 

Secretary Alexander responded: ^^Obviously, I fed tliat die trains are 
moving down the track and with the President as the engineer they'll 
move a lot faster....When we created AMERICA 2000, it was a 
partnership with all of the governors, including the Democratic 
governors.... President Kennedy said, *Let's go to the moon'; Richard 
Nixon was President when we fmally got there. So by die time we 
reach these goals we may have two or three more Prcskfcnts, but we 
hope they all, and all the govemoR, will work on them." 

See Goal 4, page 4 
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Thocsa Hcmanckz-Hdnz responded to 
the caller's second question about state 
supfxxt of Sail Francisco's math programs: 
**CalifocTiia has just published its California 
Mathematics Framc^voric It came out in 
1992, and Califooiia is...calling for proposals 
so we can implement...thc national standards 
and..the frameworic...Califotnia..is leading 
the nation in trying new ways of assessing 
our students and supporting.. ^efforts teachers 
are making right now..„" 

Secretary Alexander added: "California 
has taken the lead in creating what educators 
call ^Curriculum Frameworics\..not federal 
standards — nobody in Washington has tcid 
anybody to do them — just an agreement 
about what children ought to know and be 
abk; to do....Tlic states create the frameworks, 
and the teachers dedde how to help the 
children move to the standards." 

Union Wants to Know Alwut 
Science Standards 

Dn Richard Rice, Union, New Jersey, 
asked what initiatives arc under way to 
implement science standards along the lines 
of the NCTM math standards. 

Secretary Alexarxfer responded: The 
federal government under the Energy 
Secretary has refocused two billion federal 
dollars on teacher trxdning foi* math and 
science; there is the Eisenhower Grant 
programs which are being increased to help 
with that.. .and we* re bonowing the leader- 
ship of the mathematics teachers to help set 
similar standards in the sciences, in geogra- 
phy, in English and a variety of other 
subjects. [For a list of standanJs projects, 
contact: 1-800-USA-LEARN.] 

Kingsville Wants to Recognize 
Student Excellence 
Rick Pace, in King^viUe^ Texas, asked 
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about national incentives to recognize 
students who excel in math arKl science. 

Iris Cari responded* "We're fmding in 
many schools, the schocis themselves arc 
creating special assemblies and special 
awards in mathematics and the other 
disciplines that begin to poralleL^.athledcs." 

Theresa Hernandez- Hdnz added: "In our 
[three core] high schools we [have] the 
students meet together at an end-of-Lhe year 
picnic. Just the fact that they're mecdng for a 
mathematics program — and not an atliledc 
activity — was something new." 

John Richards said: **\Vhen you're done 
with a project; when you're done witli 
something* so often in mathematics it gets 
thrown away or filed away.^..we*vc been 
looking at...how students can publish work., 
[and] in the TV studio have it closed-circuit 
broadcast within the school ThatMjsn't jast 
frills, it's a serious presentation." 
Dayton Asks Alxiut Hands-on vs. 
Traditional Leiirning 

Tliomas Matczynsld, Dayton, Olilo, said 
that Dayton is in the third year of a K-12 
science redesign partnership ....focusing on 
hands-on learning and science process skills. 
He asked how to reconcile the need to teach 
hands-on skills with traditional learning 
accountability demands. 

Iris Cari responded: "I think that the 
American Association Advancement of 
Science has a [national] prognam...which... 
locks at the ways in which hands-on science 
should be taught...." [Contact AAAS, 1333 H 
St.. NW. Washington, DC 20005.] 

Secretary /Mexander added: "Ohio is 
ahead of most states [in that it has] given the 
education commissioner cofnplete freedom to 
waive rules and r^ulations that get in the 
way...For example Reynddsbui^, Ohio [has] 
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taken soiricof the state rules off and they 
now have math aiKl science das&es that are 
two and three hours long; tl>ey integrate the 
teaching of math and the sciences.... 
[Contact Office of the Superintendent of 
Public Instruction, 65 S. Front St, Rm. 
808, Columbus. OH 43266.] 
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Technologies Department at Bdt, Bcranck 
aiKi Newman Labs in Massachusetts, used 
Boston Harbor as an example, *'If the 
students want to look at..»thc effect of the 
clean-up of the Boston Harbor, then they 
have to gather information.,. present 
[it]...look at some of the statistics and..at 
different ways of representing data." 

[For information on the Interactive 
Math Project, contact: Theresa 
Hernandez-Hdnz, Parkside Center, 
2550 25th Ave., San Francisco, CA, 415- 
731-8048 or Mary Jo Cittadino, Univer- 
sity of California, Berkdey, California 
94720 or caU 510-642-0738. For 
information on the Co-NECT Sdiool 
Design Team, contact Dn John 
Richards, Bolt Beranek and Nevnnan, 
10 Moulton Street, Cambridge, MA 
02138. For information on the NCTM 
math standards or the NAS sdencc 
standards, refer to the box on page 3 of 
tlie newsletter.] 



NEWS IN BRIEFS.. 

WmitCMss $tmd0tdsfor 

The Department of Education 
h^s announced a gr$tnt to a 
consortfurnof proiessioml organh 
zation$ to develop voluni<3fy . World 
Class Standi'^rds {otSngHh- 
education in U.S. elementary ar)d 
secondary schools. 

The $360,542 grant, to the 
consortium composed of the 
University of Illinois Center for the 
Study of Reading, the National 
Council of Teachers of English and 
the IntemaiiCnal Reading Assocfsh 
f/on,. win support the first year of an 
expected three-year effort to 
develop voluntary standards for 
English, including literature and 
reading. 

The announcement brings to six 
the standards-setting projects the 
department, and other agencies, 
are supporting in science, history, 
the arts, civics, geography and now 
English, In addition, the National 
Council of Teachers of Ma^emat- 
lc$ is helping teachers In at least 
40 states to use the new math 
standards in their classrooms, [For 
a listing of the standards projects 
and contacts, call l-dOO-USA- 
LEARN.J 

South Carolina Ties Ed Services 
ta thi& Goals 

South CaroHqsthas reconfigured 
its listing of state instructional 
television resources to coneiate to 
the six Naiiofial Education Goals. 
The booklbt, ""South Carolina 
2000.. .Getting There wOt) Instruc- 
tional Teleytslon,** was jointly 
produced by the State's Depart- 
ment of Education and South 
Carolina ETV. In January, the 
state expects to release a similar 
booklet tying professional staff 
development resources to the 
National Education Goals , For 
more infomnaiion, contact: Pamela 
Pritcheit,.S,C. Office of instruc- 
tional Technology DeyelopmenU 
1 106 Rutledge BIdg.; Columbia. 
South Carolina S9201; 
809S. 

MINNESOTA 2000 Schedules 
Regianai Workshops 

Minnesota has scheduled five, 
workshops to help communities 
and school districts design action 
plans to achieve the six National 

SeeNtiWs in Brief, next page 
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Literacy and Lifelong Learning to be 
Focus of Satellite Town Meeting 

National Education Goal 5 — every adult literate and able to compete in the work 
force ~ iii the focus of the next AMERICA 2000 Satellite Town Meeting, Tuesday, 
November 17, at 8:30 p.m., EST. Moderated by Secretary Lamar Alexander, the 60- 
minute meeting will feature: 

A Donna Lane, assisiaiit coirunissioner, Oregon Office of Community College 
Services, whose office has undertaken the Oregon Literacy Survey to measure 
adults' functional skills and has begun a statewide effort to develop curriculum and 
assessments for adult education programs. 

A Benita Somerfield, president, Simon and Schuster Workplace Resources, and also 
executive dii^ctor of the Barbara Bush 



Foundation for Family Literacy, which 
supports intergcnerational literacy 
programs and promotes family reading. 
A Edward W. Bales, director of education 
iOT Motorola Inc/s, Motorola University 
which helps tj-ain all 105,000 Motorola 
employees in classes that range from 7th 
grade math to graduate-level business 
insti'uction. 
Jhe meeting, will also feature the new Ad 
Council campaign, "Keep the Promise," 
which focuses on the need for education 
reform and the National Education Goals. 
The campaign is jointly sponsored by the 
U.S. Depaitment of Education and the 
Educational Excellence Partnership, made up 
of the Business Roundtabie, the National 
Alliance of Business, the American Federa- 
tion of Teachers and National Governors 
Association. 



Join the Next 
Satellite Town 
Meeting... 

The next At^BRlCA 
2000 Satellite Town 
fleeting will take place on Tuesday 
November 17, 8:30 pj7h9:30 pm, 
EST. A test signal will begh at 8 
p,m. 

C'Band: Galaxy 6; Transponder/ 
Channel 24; vertically polar- 
ized; Downlink frequency, 
4 180; h/iHz; Audo subcarrien 
6.2 and 6.8 

Ku'band: SBS-6; Transponder/ 
Channel 10; vertic^y polar- 
ized; Downlink frequency 
11945.5 MHr,Audh 
subcaniers: 62 and 6.8 



Final V\forkshop for the Year 

Agenda Set for Dallas RegionahLeaderstiip Workshop - 

National and local communtty leaders from ttie Southwest iv/// discuss their 
experiences in working toward the National' Education Goals dunnq the 
AMERICA 2000 Leadeiship Workshop m Dallas, Texas, NovenUJtv 19-20. 
, The meeting, the final of five workshops planned for 1992. is dosiqned for 
local leaders who are interested in starting or further developing an AMERICA 
2000 initiative in their communities. Panel and small gioup discustvons aie 
planned for such topics as New American Schools, meeting the AK'bRiCA 
2000 four-part community challenge, and local chamb^^is of compi^vro that 
are "breaking the mold. ' 

To register for the Dallas woikshop, call 202-401 -0039. or hSOJ-USA- 
LEARN. . * 
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NEWS fNBRmF, continued 

Education Goals. Workshops are 
schedufed for Grand Rapids, 
Novembar 1$; Mareliailf Novem- 
ber 23; St Chad, November 30; 
Fergus Falls, Dacembar 1; and 
Rochester, December 9. 

[Contact: Minnesota 2000; $50 
Cadar Street; 853 Capltot Square 
BuMngrSt Paut MNSSIOt- 
2273; 612-296^2822. 

(iriffin^p^tdfng Charts Cahn" 
dar 

GRIFFIN-SPALDING 2000 
(Griffin-Spatdlng, Georgia) is 
using the school sysiem*s 1992- 
93 school calendar as a commu- 
nications vehicle for its AMERICA 
2000 strategy -- goal by goal, 
including information on account- 
abitfty/rankings, school finafice$> 
and parenial/commuhity support 
opportunities. [For more informa- 
tion, contact Griffm-Spalding 
County Schools, PO Drawer N ~ 
Griffin; Georgia 302^: .: 



AMERICA 2000 RESOUBCES 



The U.S. Depailnieni of Education has developed an AMERICA 2000 Community 
Notebook, which contains information and ideas on what o(hercouimunides anc doing to 
meet the four-part challenge: Copies will be available within the next several wcckss. To 
order a copy, contact 1-800-USA LEARN Among other AMERICA 2000 resources 
available to communities: 

A AMERICA 2000 Coalition is a non-profit, private sector alliance of more than 50 
national organizations to promote the achievement of the six National Educadon 
Goals, community by community. Contact the AMERICA 2000 Coalidon, 202-835- 
2000. 

A **A+ for Breaking the Mold" Award is given daily by Secretary Alexander to 

innovative schools and projects across the country. Call 1-800-USA-LEARN to listen 
to a taped conference call featuring the day*s award or 202-401-2571 for a lisdng and 
summary of all **A+" awards to date. 

▲ AMERICA 2000 Newsletter, Videotapes, Publications describe the AMERICA 
2000 strategy, a community checklist, meeting the four-part challenge, etc. Call 1- 
i^OO-USA-LEARN for more information. 

A New American Scliools Development Corporation (NASDC) is a private, nonprofit 
corporation run by American business leaders and others that selected 1 1 design teams 
to provide blueprints for communities to reinvent their schools. Contact NASDC. 703- 
908-9500. 

A U^, Chamber of Commerce and more t han 1 ,000 of its local chambers have pledged 
to help communities reach the Nadonal Educadon Goals. For more information and 
information about a publication highlighdng local chamber educadon initiatives, call 
the Center for Workfoiice PiepanUion and Quality Education, 202-463-5525. 



V " The National Education Goals in Brief,/. 

By the year 2000: 

J. All ihildri h in Aiiu rit .1 will start sihoiil rtadx (o liarii. 

2. I Ik lii;;l» s<linnl «;radiMtioii rate will im rcasc (o at kasl VtJptrii nl. 
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all students karn to list tlicir minds \\tll,s«i tlu> i!ia\ be prepared lor rtspuiisihlf titi/tiisliip. tiirtlur Karriiiii:, and 
prodiK li>c tinpliix mk iit in mir iixxlct n iu)ii<Mn\. 

4. I S. stii(kiits \mII hetirst in the world in seieiue and malluin.itio .uhie\iim nt. 

5. I \ei \ adult \im rii an will he literaU and will pnssiss the knowKd;^e anil skills um ssarv t<» * <»ni]u ti in a i ImI>,iI 
iinnniin and i \i i A ise tlu ri;:lHs and i espoiisihihties ot i iti/eiisliip. 

6. I \er\ sihiHtl in \nii rna will he fite n| drn^s and Mctleiue and will nlKr a diM i|»hiu<l th'^ir*»iuiu nl * nnJu* t,. 
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New Education Campaign to Tap 
AMERICA 2000 Resources 

AMERICA 2000 communities across 
the country will be important resources 
in a new national public service 
acivertising campaign, launched on 
November 17 by a business/education 
coalition with support from the U.S. 
Department of Education. 

The "Keep the Promise" campaign Is 
sponsored by the Department of 
Education and the Educational 
Excellence Partnership, which includes 
The Business Roundtable, the National 
Governors* Association, the American 
Federation of Teachers and the 
National Alliance of Business. The 
centerpiece of the campEiign is a series 
of television, radio and print ads 
produced by Young and Rublcam and 
the Advertising Council that issue a 
nationwide call to action to set and 
meet higher standards in education and 
to "Keep the Promise" of a good 
education to America's children. 

A state-by-state listing of AMERICA 
2000 Communities and local school 
reform efforts will be included in 
information materials for people who 
respond by calling a special toll-free 
number (1-800-96- PROMISE) for 
information on how to become Involved 
In transforming their local schools. To 
encourage your local media to indude 
"Keep the Promise" advertising In their 
public service plans, contact your 
newspaper, radio and television 
community or public affairs olfices. 



NEWS IN BRIER.. 

OMAHA WOO {ssti^ Ne^v f^0.pori 

On October 28, OMAHA 2000 
relsased a preliminary report on 
what the community has learned 
since its kicHoff last year. The 
rBport Is drganiz^d around the six 
NatlonBl Education Goals and 
outlines the status of community 
efforts and strategies to achieve the 
National Goals. Nearly 200,000 
copies of the report were distrib- 
uted free to the community cour- 
tesy of OMAHA 2000 chair and 
newspaper publisher John 
Qottschalk andthe. Omaha World 
Herald (Cohtaot Connie 
Spellman; Greater Omaha Cham- 
ber of Commerce; 13Q1 Harney 
St: Omaha). N£ 68102] 

AMBmCA SOOd "the fiight Thing 
An overwhelming majority of Wal- 
Man managers (81 percent) 
consider AMERICA 2000 "a 
See News In Brief, page 4 



AMERICAN 
2000 




NUMBER 42, WKtTK OF NaVEMBEK 23. 1!*!>2 



Alexander Cites the Record 



depXrtmknt of education 



President Bush Set Historic Partner- 
ship and New Education Agenda 

In a speech ly?Iore the Ohio SdKK>I Boards Associalion on November 5, Secretary of 
Educalioii Lamar Alexander summed up President Busii's leadership in education reform. 
Following iire exccr|>ts of his remarks: 

When i^lie dust settles, and the iiistoiy hooks ore written, President Bush J leadership in 
education will he ainon\; his most sii^nificant cant nlnit ions. 

He did what a President can do best — set a national agenda for change and to niake things 
happen. 

And because be did it in paHnership with the nation s Covemors, his contributions will he 
lasting. 

Tl\e bi-partisan jyartncrship between the President a}\d the Governors set the agaida for 
A me li can education for the rest of this century. One of the Gove mo is who helped set that 
agenda is now the President -elect. 

I was chaivnum and Dill Clinton was vicC'Chairman of the National Governors Association 
in 1 985-86 when, for the first time, the Gove mors devoted an entire ycin to a single subject: 
education. We produced a report. "Time For Result.^, " in which the Govcmors offered to 
"horsetrade " with educators — fewer regulations for more results. 

Vie Governors and the President fomwd a pannership in 1989 at the education swnmit in 
Charlottesville. Governor Clinton was one of those who worked with the President to set six- 
ambitious Natioiuil Educatwn Goals for the year 2000. Our nation had never l?eforc had such 
goals. 

Since 1989 a lot has happened to move this count ly toward tho.^e goals. My direction from 
the President is to do eveiything we can to make a deem hand off to Governor CliiUon so he 
can continue the woik. He will have his pnonties. his style, bis stamp, bis new ideas. But I 
would be the mo.^t surprised peison in town if Dill Clinton did not continue to ach'ance the 
agenda craited by the paimership between the President and the Govemois. 

Let nie be specific. 

FoUy-four .states lun^e joined AMERICA 2000. the community-by-community challenge to 
reach die gmh. ARK/\NSAS 2000 is one of those. 

Next Tuesday night [November 17], 2700 communities will ixirticipate in the monthly 
AMERICA 2000 S<itellite TV town meeting — 2700 communities working together to reach the 
goals, including more t ban thiny ARKANSAS 2000 communities. 

The New Ameiican Schools Development Corporation has raised its fust $50 million to give 
to II design teams tbal will help communities create "break-the mold'' schools. 

Clinton (idvi.sers Marc Tucker and Mike Cohen are among the design teams. Tlie corpora- 
tion itself is private, bi-partisan ami will continue. 

We luive created and funded task forces to establish natioiuil standards about what children 
should know and be able to do in the sciences. English, histoiy, geography, the arts and civics. 
Tliese staiulards will be available by 1994-95. Math is already done. 

A conseimis has been created and the first steps taken toward a voluntary national examina- 
tion system. 

A iiew AMERICA 2000 Coalition of more than 70 non-prof t organize ions and business 
groups is helping coininunities succeed. 

Working with states, the federal govemment is freeing teachers of exce.mve regulations — 
despite resistance by Congress. 

Tlie President 's own agenda has sometimes been bolder than that of the jxtrtnership. 

Gallup .says 70 percent of Aiiiencans now favor a proposal like the President 's "GI Bill for 
Children " which would give $UX)0 federal .scholarships to children of middle- and low-income 
families to spend at any school or other academic program, public, private or religious. 

See Historic, pa^e 4 
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More "/^+ for Breakinq the 



Schools in Boston, Kansas City and Queens. N.Y.. are anwiii^ the most recent recipients afSecreiaj-y Limar Alexander's "A+Jor 
Breaking the Mold'* award — given daily to innovative schools, programs or practices that are making progress toward reaching the six- 
National Education Goals. The "/\+ " award program be^an on September I and will continue through the end of the year. Following are 
descriptions of the "A+ " (nvard winners announced dttruti* the end of September and throughout the month of October: 



thing Computers to 3reak the f^old 

September 28: Co-NECT SdiooJ Dt^sign Tcain, Bosloii, Mass., lor 
its pJan to use computers and oilier lecluiologics lo help sludeius learn. 
Co-NECr, which stands for **Ccx>perative Networked f:duc;Uioiuil 
Community forToiiwrrow/' wasone of 1 1 dCvSign leiuas seleaed for 
funding by tJie New Ajuerican Sdux>ls E)e\ elopiueni C'orporauon 
(NASDQ. Under the design^ die teacher works iis a nuuiager-fauliUiU)r 
— working with grcHips of students engaged in projecLs. [Coiilaci: Dr. 
Jdm Riciiards, Bolt Beranek and Newman, hic, 10 Moulion Sued. 
Cambfidge, MA 02138) 

Kansas Elementary School Orade w/th Progress 'Reoorts 
September 29: NewSUuilcy Elcniciilaiy School, Kaitsas City, Kuu. 
The scliool uses progress reports instead of tradiiioniil gnxles, te;un 
teaching and an extended school year. Tlie exieiidcd year allows for si; ill 
development and training. Hie success at 
New Stanley has led to a disuict-wide 
sharing of these ideas and straiegies. 
[Contact: Dr. David Lusk, superinten- 
dent, Kansas City, Kansiis, Public 
Schools. 625 Minnesota Avenue. Kan.s;Ls 
City, KS 66101] 



recognizing . 



Us/ng T^jzport Cards to tAeasure 
School Success 

September 30: Cave Creek, Aiiz,, 
for its method of iweosv ng school 
success. Cave Creek est ablisl led Uie 
Management Accountability and 
Progress project, wiiidi examined sudi 
things as test scores, parental involve- 
ment and teacher morale. As a result of 
the findings, a new dialogue to v.'jen the 
community and the schools has devel- 
oped, and improvements have begun. ICoiuacl; Dr. DiivrI Alex;uulcr, 
superintendent, Cave Creek Unified .School Ol'^uici, P.O. Box 426, Cave 
Creek, AZ 85331] 

New York College Helps /^t - TZisk Students 

October 1: LaGuardia Middle College High Sciiooi, Queens N Y., 
for a collaboralive effort witli LaGuardia Community College iliai is 
helping at-nsk students stay in school. Students with aliisttry of long- 
term absences and odier problems anend die school and have full aca\ss 
to the college's fadlilies. They can also start college cliusses eiirly as 
the 1 1th grade. Tlie succe^Ls of ilie program is evident in ilie dro^x)ut rale, 
wiiich is below llie average for all of New York City's sdiools. Siudenis 
also lake intenisliips to determine interest in such fields as healili c;ire ;uid 
law enforcement. [Contact: Janet Lielx^niiaiu llie Center for At-Risk 
Students, LaGuardia Comrnumly College, Ltmg Island Ciiy. NY 111011 

Pairina Senior Citizens with Students 

October 2: Teaduiig-Leaniing Coinmuiiilies, /Viin Arlx>i*, .Midi., 
for its program tliat pairs adult volunteers wiili ai-risk students. Schcx^l 
officials in Ann Arbor said liie mentors not only send a jxisilivc message 
to these students, iliey also stay wiili students tlirougiicjut llioir acinlciinc 
careers. Hie proyam is also expanding into an "OpcriUiun Gratluauoif* 



effort wliich will help .siudoiiLs make Uie uiinsilion from school to llie }db 
iiuuket. [Coniact: Carol Tice. Teacliing-LeaniingConununilies, Ann 
.\rlK)r Public .Schcx^ls, P.O. Box 1 188. Aim ArlxK, MI 48106] 

Unkincj Schools Through Technology 

OcIoUt 5: Can ollloii Cily Schools CuiroUtoii, Ga^ for its 
Icatlcrsliip ni bringing iiuioviuive ledinology to llie classrtx>m. All 
.sciicYjls, Willi ilic help of Gctxgia Tech, are eledraucally linked, giving 
students more oppoilunily for iiidividu;ihzed leanung llirougli classroom 
computer technology. SclKx>i officials say it is more cost effective to 
iiuiiiiiaiii computer leariung systeuts tlian to consiajilly update and 
purcliiise new lextlxxJks. [Contact: Tom Upchurcli,superiiuendenl. 
CaiToUton Cily .SdKxls, 123 Brown .Street, QuToUton, OA 301 171 

T^acn.na Science in a Nzn - Traditional /banner 
Ott(jU*r 6: 'flie Scxjpc, Sequenee aiid Coord uialioii project, 

Hoaslon, Texas for its innovative middle 
iind liigli sc1kx)1 science program. Tlie 
project combines ilie fixff nuiin science 
dLscipliiies — biology, cliemistry, physics, 
iind eanli-.space science — and explores 
ilieiii logeilier. Students do a vanety of 
hand.s on expori menus wiili te^ichers 
receiving ongoing training to keep up wiili 
llie prc^riirn. In addition, teadiers have 
developed a network wliere iliey are in 
coiustanl contact willi each alter. [Contact; 
Linda Crow, project director. Scope, 
Setiueiice and Ccxirdi nation project. Baylor 
College of Medicine, One Baylor Place, 
Houston, TX 77030] 



"/^+ for Breaking the /^o!d" 
Award 



or Efforts To React) The National Education Gcxils 



Each recipient oj tlie ■Vl + jor Breakui\i ilw Mold'' Award 
receiver a ccinficutc and hookniurks for dw studoits: 
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OctoIxT 7: Kiser Middle Scliool, 
Dayton, Ohio, lor its curric-ulum. wiiidi specializes in tlie study of 
environmeiiUil .<?cieiice and space studies. Housed wiiliin llie school is Uie 
Cliiillenger S[>ace Coiiier, where iill Daylon sixili and eiglilli grade 
studeiiLs leiu'ii space science. All subjects, including reading and scx:ial 
studies, lire presented in relation to science and scientific x'tiviiies. 
[Contact: Bud Miutin. principal. Kis.r Middle .Schod. 1401 Leo Su-eel 
Daylon, 01 145401] 

North Carolina Students Eixcel in A\at/i and Science 

October 8: North Cai olina School ol'ScieiKv aiid MatlKinatics 
Durham, N.C., for its work in helping students acliieve liigli marks in 
iiiaili and science. 'Hie sdio<.M has an enrollment of 550 liigli school 
juiuas iuid seniors, .selected from all piuts of the stale. Smdents take a 
cluillengnigsdiedulo o!' courses, ranging from pre-calculus to liiology lo 
foreign h^nguage. [Conlacl: Dr. Steve Warslir.w. NCSSM. Box 241 8, 
Durli;uii,NC 277151 

Preparinq Students for Collecje or Hicjh ' Tech Jobs 

()ctob<r9: Cass 'IVchiiical Hij^h School, Detmt, Mich. Tliescha)] 
of dioice. first L'Siabli.siied in l^XX). is actually 20 different sdiools in one 
liuikljiig. Willi .students lcx.:usmg Uieir studies m a Viinety of fields — 
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engineering, science, and fine arts — lo name a few. Qtss Tech siudciiLs 
conaistenily score at or above ilie 95ili percentile on siajidirdized lesus, 
partly due to the 52 Advanced Plxemenl auirses offered die sclux)!. 
[Contact: Dr. David Snead. principal, Cass Tccluiical liijiji Schawl, 2421 
Second Avenue, Detroit, MI 48201] 

Expeditionary Leamincj Design Team Cited 

October 13: Expcditioiiary Learning Design Team, Boston, Mass,, 
for taking hands-on learning an extra step, offering challenges ;uid 
problems for students to solve in real life. Tlie prc^iu u, selected for 
funding by NASDC, is similar to cm "Outv^;u-d Bound" prt>grani. W\ci\ 
the program begins/studenis will attend sciiool in iiiulti-yeiir cycles, luul 
will present a variety of researcii reports on prolilem solving. Siudcius. 
for example, will visit museums, lousinesses and coiiiiuuniiy-lXL^Hl 
agencies as pan of llie subject students will Ixi siudyj ng. [Coiiuict : Meg 
Campell, Expeditionary Learning Design Team. 122 Mouiii Auburn 
Street, Cambridge^ MA 02 138] 

Indiana School District Sets Up Computer Networr^ 

October 14: Wcstfidd-Wasliijigton Sdiool Coiixjralioji, 
Westfidd, Ind^ for its innovative ineiliod of bringing 1 ugli lecluiology lo 
the classroom. Each sdiool in liie district is linketi liirougji a filvr-opuc 
network. In addition, llie school has set up a voic^ iiuul system, where 
parents can check on homework assign me nts and sdiwil acuviues. ITlie 
school's goal is to address liigtier level thinking skills instend ofjusi rtiie.| 
[Contact: Dr. Jeffrey Heier, superiniendeni. Wesifieid-WLuslungiDii 
Sdiool Cocpocalion, 322 W. Main Street, Westiield. IN 4r>0741 

'Providing Irainincj for At " 72^*$^; Students 

October 15: Partiicrsliip Acadcmit'.s Rt'dwix^d City, Calif., Ibr 
providing b>o(]i academic and vtx:alion;d tnuniiig for sludeiils ;a risk ol 
dropping out of sdiool. Teams ol* teadiers covering liiOsSe courses stay 
with students tlirougli the iliree-year program. Coiiuiiunity liusiiiessos 
provide mentors to students, and sununer work is avmlal^le for juniors 
and seniors. Paitnersliip Academies* success in liie "Silicx^n Viiliey" oC 
Califoniia has led to an expansion oi ilie prograin liirouglioui ilie sliae. 
[Contact: Marilyn Raby, Partnership Academies. Sequoia Union Higji 
School District, Redwood Qty, CA 94062] 

Astronomy Theme in Alabama School 

October 16: West Forest Litcnucdiatc School, Opt^lika, Ala., for il5 
*'ProjectSpxe." Student progress Ls tracked wiili porson;il |xiriIolK\s 
containing tlieir best stories, poems and projects. Hie sc1kx>1 ;ilso 
encourages peer group study and parental involveniem. {xoviding 
continuous parental worksliops, including a S;Uurday piiretil college. 
According to the school principal, 80 piirenl.'? voluniocied lo it'^sist iJic 
school last year, compared to five die {.xevious yeiu . [C onta-wi. Clioo'i 
Dealon, Opelika City Schools, P.O. Box 2469, ()ivlik;u AL .V)S0.^2W;| 

Helpincj Students in Inner ' City Cleveland 

October 19: Project SMART, CIcvelaiKJ, Ohio, lor Us work in 
lielping to give disadvantaged saidenLs a siikxjiJi tr;uisiUon Iroiii liigli 
school to employment or college. Unlike siiiuliu: ^TograiiLs. Projcci 
SMART begins in tlie 9tli grade, and allows students to p:u lake in 
apprenticeships with area liigji-tech employers. SMART slaiuis for 
School of Manufacturing and Automotive- Rehited Tedinology. [Contncl: 
Carol Gibson, Cleveland Initiative for Eduaiuon. Suite 82.^, Tiansoliio 
Tower, 2000 East 9Ui Street, Qeveland, OH 441 1 5] 

Core Kno\^- ledge Curriculum 'Recognized 

October 20: Mohegaii Elomoiitaiy, Bronx, N.Y.. iuid Tlurc Oaks 
Elcmentiiry, Fort Myers, Fla., for adopting iJie Core Knowledge 



curriculum aeated l^y University of Virginia professor E.D. Hirsdi. Tlie 
progriuii aims lo impart basic knowledge ilial all American sdiool 
cliildreii sliould sliare to help iliem succeed academically and socially. At 
Ixxh sduxils, saident test scores liave risen and discipline problems are 
down dnuiiaucaily since ilie curriculum was establislied. [Contact: Core 
Knowledge Foundation, 2012-B Morton Drive, Qiarloaesville. VA 
229011 

Sdacatincj Non " Encjiisli Speaking Students 

OctoU r 21: HoUibi-uok Elementary Sdiool, Houston, Texas, a 
Hank I a- viii AccckM*uted School. Tlie sdiool has two teadiers in eveiy 
classriKim, presenting material in botli Englisli and Spanisli. Tlie schooKs 
goal i.s lo have all students trilingual by llie fdtli grade. Teadiers and 
siudenls renuuii u^eUier for sever;il grcuie.s. [Contact: Roy Ford, 
prinaixU. Holhluwk Eleiiieniiiry, 3602 HolUsier, Houston, TX 77080] 

/owo Organization Works for Education 'Reform 

OctoU'r 22: New Io>va ScIukjLs Devdo^jment Corporation 
(NISDC), Dcs Moines, Iowa, for its efforts in helping educators in llie 
suite reach die NaUoiKil Education Go;\Js. Tlie private, nonprofit 
ctrpor;iUon will provide fiiuuidiil and technical support to schools dial 
have suhiuiiied pro^x^s;ds for school refonn. .Mentos of ilie Iowa 
Business ;uid Educauon Rou ndiable are working will i NISDC to develop 
siiuidiuds hsting die skills etiiry-level wcrkers need. [Contact: Gerry Ott. 
execuuve direcux, NISDC. 4025 Tonawaiida Drive, Des Moines, lA 
503121 

Extended School Vrogram Helps Parents and Students 

Oclulx r 23: ICxleiKled School Pi-ogniiit, Muifix*csboit>, Tenn^ for 
lis uimiue lvfoiv-aiid-;\fter scIkx)! piogriuii. Tlie program starts at 6 am. 
until schtK)! Ivgiiis. ;uid resumes idler scIkxiI until alxxil 6 p.m. wiien 
.siudeiiis leani foreign huiguages or music, and can play sports. No 
ULxpiiyer money is used to foot die bill for the new program — which luis 
operated for six years without federal or state fmandal support. [Contact: 
Becci Btx;)kner. ESP, 400 NortJi Maple Street, .Murfreesboro, TN 37133] 

Helping Students Excel In the Arts and Humanities 

October 26: PROPEL program, Pitlsburgli, Pa., for helping 
students master the arts and humanities. The project uses a 
•'process folio** containing notes, draft work and peer feedback to 
deterniiiie studeni progress. Students look at their own process 
from start to finish, wiih the cuiTiculuni centering around artistic 
production, perception and reilection. The fonn of learning is also 
being uilioduced in other subjects, including math and science. 
[Coniact: .loanne Eresh, Pittsburgh Public Schools, 314 South 
BdliU'ld Ave. Pittsburgh, PA 15213] 
South Carolina's IZ Schools Project Honored 

On October 27: 12Sdiools Project, South Carolina. The 
project chose 12 schools in ihe state to develop their own assess- 
iiienl system. The object was to improve student peifonnance by 
developing new ways lo measure students* knowledge and skills. 
Teachers in the 1 2 schools are using more group projects and 
cooperative learning in their classrooms. In addition, outside 
funding has provided for high tech methods of learning. [Contact: 
.loe Bedenbaugh, principal. Lexington High School, 4263 Augusta 
Highway, Lexington, SC 29072] 

New York School Vronx>tes Cooperative Learning 

On October 28: West Ridge Elementary School, Greece, 
N.Y.. for its innovative method of grouping students into "fami- 
See Break -Ihe Moid, page 4 
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lies" of 75 children. These families slay with llie same leachci-s ihrough three grades. 
School officials say this offers sludenls more coujx.ralive lea mini: op [xm unities and gives 
teachers a better understanding of their students' strengths and weaknesses. Hie school has 
also established a partnership with IBM. uUowiiig for more technology in the classrwm. 
[Contact: Debbie Johnson, West Ridge Elenientaiy Schools. 2(X) Alcott Road. Rochester, 
NY 14626) 

Trent oris 'Project Safe Haven T^^oanized 

On October 29: Project Safe Haven, Trenton, N.J„ lor its work in providing inner-city 
residents with safe educational and rccreational activities on evenings and weekends. 
Project Safe Haven is part of Trenton's Weed and Seed program, designed toconibat drug 
abuse and gang activity. The Safe Havens are based in public school buildings, and offer a 
variety of after-hours programs. ITie program is looking to add health and counseling 
services to the centers. [Contact: John Bailey. Project Sale Haven, 3 19 Hast State Street, 
Trenton, NJ 08609] 

Ufelong Learning 'Procjram farcjefs Workers 

On October 30: Motorola Uiiivci-sily, Schaumbui^, III., for its eilVxl.s in helping employees 
develop tlie skills tliey need to be conipcuiive in ilie world nuirket. [:m^ilf:>yeos at Motorola are 
requireid to attend classes for ai least 40 hours per ycnur. Prtxlucijviiy Iuls mcrcased dnuiuiUciilly :ii 
MotCToIa since the program began in 1980. [Contact: Ed Bales, Motorola Ihiiversity, GaJvin Center 
for Continuing Education, Sdiauniliurg, IL 60196] 
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Barbara Bush has given etiomtoifs visibility to iniproviiiin literacy. A //m' National Institute 
for Literacy has been established. 

Federal spending for education duriui^ the Bush years increased more rapidly tluin state 
spending. Head Stan funding doubled, waking the program available to all eligible four-year- 
old^, A new $100 billion five-year Higher Education Act iiit reused the number of grants and 
loans for college students and the funding for thenr Two billion dollars of federal funds have 
beat refocused on teacher training for math and science, and new uatumal teacher training 
academies ha\'e been approved, b\ 1992 nunc ncwfedcrol dollars went nuo the Education 
DepartmeiU (cuide from entitlements) than into any oilier department. 

My only regret is that we ran out of tune. There are no soundhuc.K. (jiiukfi \e.s or silver 
bullets that change schools. It takes time to peiyiuide people thai creating the best schools m 
the world is not a spectator spoil — entire communities must get nivolved. Our goals a re for 
the year 2000, With more time and the help of thousands of AMERICA 2000 communities. I 
believe we could even have persuaded Congress to join m our coalition for change! 

Still, I am optimistic. Tlie goals are set. /\MERICA 2000 communities are taking root, 
break-the-mold schools are popping up everywhere, national standards and testing will 
happen, the ideas of autonomy for schools, less red tape for teachers and more choices for 
parents have been greatly advanced. Tlw President 's pailnership with the Coven lo is is 
secure, and one of the Governor is the President-elect. President Kennedy said. "U't "v go to 
the Moon. " But Richard Nixon was President by the tune we got there, hi the same way. while 
they both helped get things started, neither George Bttsh nor Bill Clinton is likely to be 
President what America reaches its National Educati(ni Goals. 



NEWS IN BRIEF, continued 
v^orihwhile endeavor^ for iheir 
company and the community to 
support, according to an internal 
sun/ey taken of i65$ stores after 
me October 13 Satellite Town 
Meeting. More tf^an 1 130 Wal-Mart 
stores across the country . 
downlinked the broadcast and 
invited local community leaders 
and educators to participate, as 
well. 

Among other findings: 80 
percent of the stores Indicated that 
the broadcast provided useful 
information: 77 percent said they 
understand how to accomplish the 
goals; and 79 percent considered 
Wal-Mart an effective commuhica- 
tions vehicle for AMiEfiiCA SOOO. ... 



The Nationaf Educa- 
tion Goals in Brief... 

L All Children Riady tVir 

Sclu>nl 

2. 907r (naduation Kate 

3. All Children I'rolicient 
in at Least Math, 
Science, Kn^lish, 
History, and Cieo;^ra- 
phv 

4. First in the \\ orld in 
Math and vSc ieiue 

5. ICvery Adult Literate 
and Ahle to Compete in 
the Work 1 orce 

,6. L)ruj;s and \'ioleiKe Out 
of Schools 
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January Town 
Meeting to Focus 
on Miami's Project 
Phoenix 

Miami 2000 and Project 
Phoenix wili be the feature of 
the next AMERICA 2000 
Satellite Town Meeting, 
Tuesday, January 12, 1993, at 
8:30-9:30 p.m., EST Project 
Phoenix will create more than 
60 new break'the-mold 
schools as part of rebuilding 
efforts following the devasta- 
tion caused by l^um'cane 
Andrew last August 

Secretary Lamar Alexander 
will discuss Project Phoenix 
with three Dade County 
education leaders: Octavio J. 
Visiedo, superintendent of the 
Dade County (FL) Public 
Schools; Pat L Tornillo, Jr., 
executive vice president of the 
United Teachers of Dade and 
presides it of the Florida Edu- 
cation AssociationAJnited; and 
Janet McAliley, chairperson of 
the School Board of Dade 
County. 

The January Satellite Town 
Meeting is the first in a series 
of meetings which will focus 
on case studies and outstand- 
ing examples of how 
AMERICA 2000 communities 
are woridng to reach the 
goals. February's meeting will 
highlight OMAHA 2000. 

Use the following coordi- 
nates to join the next Satellite 
Town Meeting on January 12. 

Note: KU-Band will not be 
used this meeting. 

C-Band: Galaxy 6, Tran- 
sponder?, Horizontal polariza- 
tion. Downlink frequency 3840 
Mhz, Audio subcarrien 6.2 
and 6.8. 

For more information, 
contact 1-800-USA-LEARN. 
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Lifelong Learning and Literacy 
Focus of Satellite Town Meeting 

America's main adult education problem is law literacy, not illiteracy, observed literacy 
expert Benita Somerfield during the November 17 Satellite Town Meeting. Somerfield 
joined Education Secretary Lamar Alexander, Oregon community college official Donna 
Lane and Motorola training executive Edward W. Bales in discussing National Education 
Goal 5: *'By the year 2000, every adult American will be literate and will possess the 
knowledge and skills necessary to compete in a global economy and exercise the rights and 
responsibilities of citizenship/* 

*We*re talking about the iTcading...writing...problem-solving skills that adults need 
to...be pixxiuctive citizens... good parents," said Somerfield, president, Simon and Schuster 
Workplace Resources and executive director of the Barbara Bush Foundation for Family 
Literacy. "Those are getting to be some pretty complicated skills." 

Somerfield estimated that some 30 million adult Americans have low literacy problems, 
noting that hard numbers do not currently exist. "One of the wonderful things that's 
happened...is that we are going to finally have a National Adult Literacy Survey. We are 
going to look at how literate this nation is., .look at it at regular intervals...so we'll be able 
to see what kind of progress we are making toward Goal Five," [Contact: Benita 
Somerfield, Simon & Schuster, 15 Columbus Circle, New York, NY 10023] 

Donna Lane, assistant commissioner. Office of Community College Services, observed 
that community colleges across the country are becoming important resources for commu- 
nities in reaching Goal 5. "Community colleges are probably the most diverse education 
literacy system there is," said Lane. "In some communities, we have as much as 40 
perceiit of our population in devdopmental studies and basic skills...." Lane said that the 
average age of Oregon community college students is 30 years old. [Contact: Dr. Donna 
Lane, Ort;gon Office of Community College Services, 700 Pringle Parkway SE, Salem, 
OR 97310] 

Ed Bales, director of educarion for Motorola University, said that changes are happening 
so quickly in the workplace, the current educational system can*t keep up. Bales directs 
one of the nation's most advanced workplace programs, which helps train all 105,000 
Motorola employees in classes ranging from remedial to post coUegc-graduate level. He 
used cellular telephones as an example of the quickly changing technology. *The model 
that we introduced three years ago on a robotics line was touched 1 5 times by human 
bdngs...the newest model we have is touched four times," said Bales. *'[Humans] are 
really there to problem solve.. .[with] a whole new level of skills and expectations...." 
[Contact: Ed Bales, Motorola University, 1303 East Algonquin oad, Schaumburg, DL 
60196] 
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Communities Talk Goal 5: 



More than 2700 cormmmities partkipated in the sixth AMERICA 2000 SatdUte Town Meeting m November 17. which focused on Natiauil Edi4cation 
Goal 5, literacy and l^elong learning. Following are excerpts from the phone-in segment of the meeting: 



Columbia Asks About Adults and Literacy Reform 
El«ne Wood, Coliunbia, South Carolina, asked abcxtf steps states 
have taken to bring parei^ and other ackilts into Uteracy reform efforts. 

Benita Someifield, president, Simon and Schuster Workplace Re- 
sources and executive director of the Bartwra Bush Fcundalioo for Family 
Literacy, lesponded: "^«One <rf the things we do [with the Barbara Bush 
Foundation] is build prograrns thfii vw)rk with both the parent and tf^^ 
duld» developing the literacy ddlls of the parent, the 
pre-reading skills of the child....Over the past three 
or four years, we have seen tremealous growth in 
the nuniber of programs that are inter-generaiionai 
in this way...the new [federal] Even Start Act that 
has been funded, I believe, at aboitf $70 million 
now, and those pro-ams are springing up all 
around the country." 

Secretary Alexander asked the panelists about 
their experience with communities apf^ying for an 
Even Start grant **I happen to be the state contact 
for our state, " said Doona ILane, a^istant commis- 
sioner, Oregon Office cf Community College 
Services. "We have a limited anKunt of money in 
each statca state contact person.... We really truly 
believe we are not going to change the family and 
the literacy o( that child unless you also work with 
the chief caregiver. In Oregco, the mother, or the 
caretaker, or whoever, comes to school with the pre- 
schoolers, tl^ Head Start child, and they both 
leara....'* Secretary Alexander added that a 
community can call the govenior's office for the 
name cc" the state Even Start coadinator. [Contact: 
Pat McKee, Office of Compensatory Education 
Programs, U.S. Department of Education, 202-401- 
1692] 

Ed Bales, director of education for Motor(^a 
Inc.*s wwkplace university for employees, add'jd: 
"One o( the partnership programs that Motorola is 
involved with is providing parenting training oo company time to help cur 
employees...." 

Cobb County Asks About Literacy and the (;ED 

Pam Lord, Cobb County, Gtorgia, asked about whether a system 
exists to help learning disabled adults who need special testing to pass the 
GED. 

Benita Somerfield responded: "If you are talking about GED training 
and the best programs, the best source is to call the GED Testing Service 
in Washington, D,C...part cf the American Council on Education (ACE). 
[Contact: ACE, 1 DuPont Orde, Washington, D.C 20036 ]." Somerfield 
also recommended contacting the state directors of adult education to see 
what kind of programs are available in eadi state. 
Cochilla Valley Praises Dyslexia Foundation 

Jaiid Esmeralda, Cochilla VaBey, Califonnia, drew attention to the 
fact that the Cochilla Valley 2000 Committee has the resources of Stoney 
or Gloria DeMent, program directors for the National Dyslexia Research 
Foundation. "We feel it is an excellent national literary resource." 
[Contact: National Dyslexia Research Foundation, 129 Cabrillo, Suite 
100, Costa Mesa, California 92629; 1-800-824-READ or 7 14-642-7086] 



Goal 5 Checklist 
for Communities 

1, Sun'ey the community. Who 
needs what kinds of training? 

L Take an inventory. What is 
already being done by govem- 
vmxiU businesses, civic groups? 

J. Create skill clinics. Match 
people with programs to 
determine what skills they need 
and where they need to learn 
them 

4. Get the message out Many 
people don't know about these 
training opportunities. 

5. Make the programs flexible. 

Everybody is busy today, so a 
program needs be flexible time- 
wise. 

6. Measure your results. 
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Miami Asks AlK)ut Computers and Software 

Macjorie Acker, Miami, florida, noted that, while her school has 
been very ^nerous with books and other materials, more software and 
compiters are needed for literacy education. 

Donna Lane responded: ^'There is more and better sotiware all the time 
for adults aiKi chiWren, and a lot erf" times we have groups in the state that 
screen it to make sure it's appropriate at the adult level." Shenotedthat 
each state's director of aduh education can help 
communities find good software. "[In Oregon], 
we do have a catalog of what's been screened 
and what the teachers and adults woidd 
recomniend.... We are also finding that busi- 
nesses often will contribute software and 
equipment Sometimesthcre will be an Apple 
someone isn't using soniewhere because 
they' ve changed their technology, but it's very 
good for educational software." Secretary 
AlexaiKler added: **You mentiooed Ap|^ and i 
know in Miami, I saw some of the IBM Writing 
to Read Programs in place there, so many of the 
compute : companies are very anxious to help." 
Houston Asks About Federal 
Programs 

Gary FuBcr, Houston, Texas, asked if there 
is a national group that ties in technical 
education and workplace literacy. 

Benita Son^ield responded: "I know at the 
Department of Laba, there is an office that 
looks specifically at different technology 
systems that are available in the area of 
woriq^ace literacy. Ed Bales added: "The 
Tech-Prep Program or the 2+2 Program thai the 
Depamnent of Education has been invdved 
with is really trying to link technical education 

and the needs of the workplace..in high school 

all tte throu^ the community coU^e. We 
have seen that process be very effective to develop curricuhnn around 
many, many technical areas." 

Donna Lane noted that Oregon uses Cad Perkins federal nwney to 
develop the 2+2 Program and the Tech-Ptep Program. *The Tech-Prep 
Program is probably the most rapidly increasing federal pro^Bm in that 
area," said Secretary Alexander. [For more information on federal 
programs, contact: Betsy Brand, Assistant Seaetary for Vocational and 
Adult Education, U.S. Department of Education, Washington, D.C. 
2Q202, l-SOCVUSA-LEARN] 

Hattiesburg Asks AlK)ut AUociiting Resources 

Dwigjht Dyess, Hattiesfourg, Mississippi, asked about rescurces for 
tech prep and vocational education. 

•That is pretty much a state's right, and every state tackles it differ- 
ently," said Donna Lane. "...[It's] important that your state is organized... 
and that you work together in a partnership.... We have a Workforce 
Quality Council [which is ] the over-arching committee that is responsible 
for making sure we have the professional technical education and training 
They set specific goals...." 



Literacy and Lifelong Learning 



San Antonio Asks About Coordination 

Joe Rust, San Antcoioy Tcsutf^ asked fcx a reooauneodation for one 
program or a sec cf prograim whkh, through 1^^ 
San Amonio acoorridish Goal 5. 

BeniuSoraeifield responded: ^There's a tremendous amount going on 
already in San Antonio. The first thing I vvouid do is check and see 
what' s already in place. One of the major problems we have in this whole 
adult literacy area is that we are very fragmented.. ..The best place to find 
out would dther be through the mayor' sdQBce or through your state 
department of educati(ML" [Foracopyof 'WhatOtherCbiiununitiesAre 
Doing,..Goal 5." contact 1-800-USA-LEARN.] 
Hattiesburg Asks About Incentives 

Slop Grubby Hattksburg^ Mtsasspfx, asked about privace industry 
helping fund programs to ensure the literacy skill of perspective employ- 
ees. 

We [Motorda] have taken on the responsibility of providing our 
employees the basic skiDs," sakl Ed Bales. *We have spent an enoniKUS 
amount of tinie and efibit during the working hours of providing En 
as a Second Language dasscs, basicmathandreadingskills, and weare 
doing it through a lot of innovative techniques. But that's from our 
existing woriqdaoe. We do assessment and testing of all of our potential 
candidates for en^oynient now so that the new employees coming in 
have the level of necessaty skiDs that we know we need to build off of." 
Denver Asks About Teaching Priorities 

Pat Thomas, Denver, Colorado, asioed what e^ panelist sees as the 
number one pnonty for educators in literacy areas. 

Benita Someifield said: **In ray experience, in the adult literacy field, 
the pnonty has to be based on the go^ of the students.... When the 
teadiers set the Fricrity. ..very often you will lose the student- For 
exarr^le, if somebody returns to school to learn English ... [or] get a high 
school equivalency diploma..then that's what needs to be taught. It's a 
palnership between the educaior and the learner....'* 

Donna Lane added: *The one thing we are finding n)ore and nnore, 
especially in adult education, is that you don't have to make the 
clx>ice.^.We have to learn nxxe and more how to integrate an of this for 
teaching basic skills and teadung the others." 

El Paso Asks About Private Sector Literacy Projects 

Kent Byus, D Paso^ Texas, asked if there is an association or group 
that acts as a clearinghotise for private sector projects. 

Ed Bales responded: "....There really is no national clearinghouse. The 
National Alliance of Business, the Qiamber of Commerce and the 
Business Roundtable are the three major private sector organizations that 
have an enocmous annount oi focus on education, and eadi of them have a 
little different segment of it Any one of those three organizations can 
provide you a lot of information, a lot erf expertise about what is going on 



in the rest of the country." [Contact: National AUiaoce of Business, 202* 
289-2888 ; U^. Chamber erf Commerce, OfiBce Woricforce Preparation 
and Quality Educaticn, 202-463-5525; Business Roundt^, 202-872- 
1260.1 

"I would just add one other group," said Benita Somerfield **That' s the 
Business Council on Effective Literacy in New York, which has an 
enormous d^ base of successful wodq^ace literacy programs...." 
[Contact: Business Council for Effective Literacy, 1221 Avenue of the 
Americas, 35th Floor, New York. NY 10020] 

Secretary Alexander added: **One more group, the America 2000 
Coalition, a coalition now of 70 noa-proOt organizatioos who have 
brou^ themselves togeth^ to be helpful to communities just like yours." 
[Contact: AMERICA 2000 Coalition. 1825 K Street N.W, Suite 1010; 
Washington, D.C. 20006; 202-835-2000] 
Spearflsh Asks About Graduating With Skills 

Sherry Ewin^ SpeaHi^ South Dakota^ aslced about establishing 
checks in schoc^ to ensure thac students graduate with adequate skills. 

Seoretaiy Alexander respooded: "It just so happens I was with your 
goveraor, George Mickelson (recently], and one ^the efforts that he and 
the State Board cf Education have made [there] is to create a set report 
cards and to focus on accountability so that communities will know what 
the results are. In fact, that's the focus of the F^resident and almost all of 
the governors. Goal Number 3 of the National Hducarion Goals talks 
about national standards in nuith, science, English, history and geography 
that could be adopted in Spearfish, South Dakota, and then anational 
examination system, whidi you also could use...." 
Broward County Asks About Small Businesses and 
Trainir^ 

Judy Zian» Broward County, Florida, asked 1k)w — with 60 percent 
the workforce in the United States employed in small busii^sses — 
emf^oyees of these small businesses can experience the same achieve- 
ment that Motorola is able to offer its employees or IBM can offer its 

employees. 

Secretary Alexander noted that one answer might be the local 
community coQege, and several of the panelists stated that the course fees 
are usually very reasonabie. ** 1/out one-half of our students in America 
right now have a federal grant or a loan to help pay for cdllegs," said 
Secretary Alexander. Donna Lane added that Oregon has a strong 
community college network, noting that it's fairly common in the states 
for a small business development group to work with small businesses 
and community colleges. ''Often we'll form oonscrtiums of small 
businesses in a particular field," said Lane. Ed Bales responded: 'The 
partnership between Motorda and community colleges says, 'here are 
what the needs are from our place.' We have found them very flexible 
and willing to adapt....We [also] are in consortiums with other large 
See Goal 5, page 4 



Democratic Governor Ben Nelson: AMERICA 2000 Not a Partisan Issue 

One of the callers during the November Satellite Town Meeting was Nebraska Governor B en Nelson (D) , chairman of the National 
Education Goals Panel and one of the first governors to move forward with AMERICA 2000 in his state. During the phone 
conversation. Secretary Alexander asked the Governor about the future of NEBRASKA 2000 under the Qinton Administration. 
Governor Nelson replied: 

'7^ 's going to contituie on, because it *s been a bipartisan effort on behalf of all people. I think President Bush is to be 
complimentedy as well as Governor Clintonyfor not making this a partisan issue in this very hotly contested Presidential 
campaign, I certainly have the greatest respect for President Bush continuing this program, and I know that Governor 
Clinton — as President Clinton — is interested in continuing it. Education is too important to politicize and make a 
partisan issue, and they're both to be complimented for that. " 
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cocpocadoDS. 

Secxetay Alexander added: *T think a short answer, taking aU(/ that together 
is ihat.a g^eat opportunity in America is the commonity college and the stale technical institute 
[with] a relatively low tuitioii and with federal help to pay fa scholarships fa low income families. 
That, pius a very smaHsupplen^t from the small business, migjit make that sort of training more 
available than nK)st people think." 

Wausaukee Asks How Communities Can Identify Illiterate Aduits 

Jack Zorcy Wausaukee^ Wisconsiii, asked how oonmiunities can identify people who cannct 
read or write so that they can be helped — especially because many are good at oonceali ng the fact 
that they are illiterate. 

Donna Lane responded: "There are several answers to that becaise we have done a state- wide 
survey. A lot of it is training your community — your personnel directors are a good group to start 
with....'nie LTxaries have been very helpful in helping us identify people who may iK»t be able to read 
atMd write... " Benita Son^eriield aided; ^We have found when good programs exist and they *re in 
the community, where peopie need help, very often those people will come forward...Publidty 
campaigns have been wonderful, getting thing3 like Project Literacy U.S. moved us miles ahead." 

Ed Bales sad: "[At Motorola] we have what we call the basic ability to test them, and we now 
assess all of our existing emfioyees before they can move into the next level jobs....[al our headquar- 
ters, outside Chicago] we will have 15 classes a week during working hotfs.,.whatever their needs 
are, and we do set up an individualized development plan. In fact, eve^t^octy in Motorola has an 
individualized development plan to look at their annual training that*s required." 
Laredo Asks About Fine- Tuning ^ITPA 

Bias OMtaii«da,Iju«ks Texas, noted that the fede^ Job Training Partnership Act [JTPA] has 
been a very critical factor in providing essential services, Castaneda asked whetha: there will be a 
fine-tuning of JTPA to help provide mae pre-training in the workplace. 

Donna Lane respouded: * We work very closely in partnership with JTPA...to prepare people for 
the wwkforce.lt is limited topeople who qualify in certain ways. Usually there is another program 
that they win qualify fa if they don*t qualify for that Many of those, of course, are at the state 
level." Secretary Alexander added: "Because of that, one of the things that AMERICA 2000 has 
recommended is a Skill Qinic, which is a place at a business where a person could go and say, *tell 
me all of the options.* This goes back to the inventory, the list of places in a community in Laredo 
that a person might go to.'* 

Benita Somexfidd sad: "Jiist thinking at the federal level, in addition to JTPA, there are also 
workfiace literacy grants that come from the Departnient of Education from that same office." 
Secretary Alexander said that new grants are coming now from the newly-established National 
Instimte for Literacy, part of the National Literacy Act. *T think we are going to be seeing some new 
legislation, from what I am hearing, to strongly encourage businesses to invest in the skill develop- 
ment of the workforce...," said Seaetaty Alexander. Donna Lane added: 'The Welfare Reform Act 
has made a tremendous impact on preparing people for wak, a much more humane act than we' ve 
ever had as far as transitioning people into work and actually giving them the training and 
developmenL...Eadi state is eligible for federal welfare money if they matdi it at the state levd, 
wiiere the purpo« is to provide training for peof^ to get them back in to the workfa^ 
possiWe." [Contact-Office of Job Training Programs, U.S. Department of Labor, 202-219-6236; 
O National Institute fa Uteracy. 202-632-1500] ^ 
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0/lf>»H>i Will be 
Featured During 
Next Satellite 



Town Meeting 

Februar/s SatellHe Town Meeting :■ 
will highlifjhtOMAf-IA 2000, launched 
in September 1991 and one of the 
nation's first AMERICA 2000 Commu- i; 
nities. Nebraska Governor Ben 
Nelson (D), chairman of the National 
Education Goals Panel, wiU host the 
meeting which will take place on 
\ February 9, at 8:30 p.m. Eastern 
\ Time. The meetiryg will include a 
[ cSscusshn by several Omaha leaders i 
; about their oommunity-'Mde effort to 
\ achieve the National Education Goals, i 
: The Goals Paners national role also 
\ will be featured. 

During the AMERICA 2000 Satellite i 
i Town fating on January 12, Gov. 
i hJelson telephoned Secretary Lamar 
\ Aiexander to discuss Omaha's plans i 
\ for the meeting. XXjr hope is that 
[AMERICA 2000 Communities]... will 
I gamer some practk^ insights from 
i the experiences of Nebraska's 
I teachers, our business and commu- 
\ nity leaders, " said the Governor, He 
I noted that OMAHA 2000 recently 
I issued a oomrmnfy-wide record to 
I measure progress toward the goals, 
\ wNch will be dscussed during the 
I meeting. X>ganizers are preparing a 
:| packet ofinforrr)atk)n to send to 
i community leaders," said the Gover- 
:;: nor 

Next month's satellite coordinates 
: are: 

y C-Band: Satellite: Galaxy 6; Tran- 
sponder 7; Horizontal polariza- 
tion; Downlink frequency, 3840 
Mhz; Audio subcanien 62 and 
6.8 

;i; Ku-band: Satellite: Spaoenot2; 
Transponder 22; Horizontal 
polarization; Downlink frequency 
11980 l^hz; Audio subcanien 62 
and6£ 



AMERICAN 
2000 




Coalition Tops the SO-Mark 

AMERICA 2000 Communities to 
Have New Resom-ces 

The AMERICA 2000 Coalition, in an effort to provide additional resources to 
AMERICA 2000 Communities, has added AMERICA 2000 Community contacts to its 
mailing list for ^'Going for the Goals/* the Coalition's newsletter. The Coalition, estab- 
lished last September, is a non-profit, private sector alliance of national organizations 
which is promoting the achievement of the six National Education Goals, community by 
community. 

The next issue of "Going for the Goals" will include a sampling of Coalition members 
organized by National Education Goal, with a brief description about how the individual 
organization can help communities achieve that particular gck*l. Each Coalition member 
provides a name and telephone number. The next newsletter will be mailed in mid- 
January. 

As part of its initiative to become a resource to communities, the Coalition also will 
include AMERICA 2000 Communities in a new "uscr-friendiy'* electronic network. Still 
in the planning stages, die network will specialize in education reform initiatives to assist 
communities and Coalition members in exchanging information via computer about 
achieving the six National Education Goals. 

Leslye Arsht, president of the Coalition, said that the network will contain 'how to' help 
for communities starting reform efforts tied to the Goals, as well as pro'/ide a means for 
Coalition members and communities to share various approaches to meeting each goal. 
'•We think AMERICA 2000 Community organizers ere a uniquely diverse audience," said 
Arsht. "We hope to make the 'network' accessible to other computer network users as 
well." 

Funding for the coalition is provided by the Richard King Mellon Foundation, Merrill 
Lynch and Company, Inc., and Siemens Corporation. Ed Donley, former chairman of Air 
Products and Chemicals, Inc., and a former chairman of the U.S. Chamber of Conamerce, 
is chairman of the Coalition's Board of Directors. 
To date, 84 organizations are members of the Coalition. They are: 



Air Products and ChcmicaJs, Inc. 
Allstate Insurance Company 
American Association for Adult and 

Continuing Education 
American Foundation for the Blind 
American Standard Inc. 
Association for Women's Health, Obstetrical, 

and Neonatal Nurses 
Automation Forum 
Binncy & Smith, Inc., 

makers of Crayola-brand products 
The Business Roundtable 
Careers for Youth Foundation 
Center for Civic Education 
Chemical Heritage Foundation 
Child Welfare League of America 
Citizens' Schobrship Foundation of 

America, Inc. 
Council for Academic Excellence, Inc 
Educational Development Corporation 
Educational System*, University of Kansas 
The Emeritus Foundation 
Family Service America, Inc. 
J.L Hammctt Co. 
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Akron Oxygen & Supply Co., Inc. 
The Aluminum Association, Inc. 
American College Testing 
American Gas Association 
American Red Cross 
American Trucking Associations 
Association of School/Businc&s 

Partnership Directors 
BLS, Inc. 
Bravo Network 

Business & Education Foundation 
Can Manufacturers Institute 
Carnegie Mellon University 
Challenger Center for Space Science 

Education 
Cities In Schools, Inc. 
Close Up Foundation 
The College Board 
Edison Electric Institute 
The Educational Publishing Group, Inc. 
Bectronic Indxistries Association 
Entergy CorpcM^ation 
Girl Scouts of the U.S.A 
Hewlett-Packard Company 
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Eighty-four schools across the courUry received the Department ' j "A + for Breaking the Mold " award during J 992. The award — announced by Secretary 
Lamar Alexander on September I— has been awarded daily to innovative schools, programs or practices that are making progress toward reaching the six 
National Education Goals. Following are asscriptions of the most recent "A + " award winners announced during November and December. 



(5roup/ng Students of "Different Ages 

On Nov. 2, the "A+" award wcit to Beacon Day Sdiool, Oakland, Califs 
for its non-irsditional method of grouping students and for offering year-round 
classes. BeaconDay School is opai every day of the year — exoqjt holidays 
— and students take time off when it fits the parents' schedules. Nearly all of 
the students' parents volunteer at the school, and the school also offers parent 
education and child development courses. [Cwitaci: Leslie Medine, Beacon 
Day School, 2101 Livingston Street, Oakland, CA 94605] 

Helping School Children Learn fihout Vemocracy 

Before every dection, smdents in Ari2»na learn abcxU the America 
electoral process through Kids Voting Arizona, the '*A+'* winner on Nov. 3. 
Studerts * Voted" * a( a kids voting poll on election day, after learning about the 
voting process during the school year. The inspiration for Kids Voting came 
during a trip to Costa Rica by three Arizona business people. [Contact: 
Chloe Kavanaugh, Executive Director, Kids Voting- Ari/jona, c/o Arizona 
Public Service Coni>any, P.O. Box 53999, Phoenix. AZ 85072-3999] 

Teaching Students How to Head 
fhrcaqh Law and Government 
On Nov. 4. Micbd VOddk School, 
BOoxi, MbSn received the "A+" award- 
Eighth grade students at the school use 
materials from the Mississippi Bar 
Associativ nd other writings to increase 
their reacL^ achievement Ai a result, 
eighth grade students* reading «."nd 
vocabulary scores increased substantially. 
[Contact Pam Manners, Michel Middle 
School 1400 Father Ryan Avenue, Bilooti, 
MS 39530] 



"/K for Breaking the /AolcT 
Awvd 



reoognmng 

For efforts To R^och Thm N»tion»l Education Gotiis 

Lamar Alexander 



Each recipient of the "A+ for Breaking the Mold" 
Award receives a certificate and bookmarks for the 
students. 



Students Learn how to "A\op the 
World' 

Any student's fears about learning 
geography are laid to rest with Mapping 
the World by Heart, the "A+" wiiMr for 

Nov. 5. Thch^ds-onprogranirclatcs geography to other schod subjects, 
using a variety of methods to make studying geography fun and rdevant 
[Coniflcu David Smith, Mapping the World by Heart, 4 Blanchard Road, 
Cambridge, MA 02138] 

Zuni 'Reservation Heightens Cultural Awareness 

On Nov. 6, The Zunl Public Schools, Zuni, received the "A+" 
award for building public support to create their own school system that 
included bringing in many tribal customs from the Zuni Indians. The school 
system also irtroduces its students to other cultures througt) student ex- 
changes. Since 1980, these improvwnents have increased attendance rates 
from 16 to 92 percent [Contact Hayes Lewis, superintendent, Zuni Public 
Schools. P.O. Drawer A, Zuni, NM 87327] 

Philadelphia School Uses ^'Charter School' Approach 

On Nov. 9. the *'A+" award went to Simon Gratz Hi^ School, Philadel- 
phia, Pa. The school features "charters," or schools- within-the-school, where 
nearly half of the school's 2000 studentn are enrolled Each charter focuses on 
a different theme — one example is the Center for Creative Communication, 
where students learn about the creative arts. The school also has a successful 
dropout program that includes a *'parcnt corps" to inaease parent involvemert 
in education. [Contact: Margaret Holloman, principal, Simon Gratz Hi^ 
School, 18th and Huntir^ Park Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19140] 



/^nnesota Charter School Programs 'Receive Award 

Two Minnesota charter school programs received the * *A+" award on Nov. 
10. The Conununify learning Centers Design Team and the City 
Academy Charier Sdiooi, St Paul, Minn^ wa:e dted for giving more 
choices to famines arKlnioreleariiing opportunities foe students. The 
Comnimity Ixamiiig Center wiU annouiKJe the sites of ten 

schools in eariy April, 1993. The Qty Academy Charter School is already 
operational, serving students ages 16-21 who have not sucoeeded elsewhere* 
[Contact: IDavid Alley, Designs for Learning, 449 Desnoyer, St Paul, MN 
55 144; ai^ Mik) Cutter, aty Academy Owto SdKX)L St. Pau^ 

lnsurcry:e Company Presides Scholarships for Disadvantaged 
Children 

The "A+" award winner for Nov. 12 went to The Golden Rule Insurance 
Company, Indianapolis, Ind, which, for the past two years, has helped low- 
and middle-income families with scholarships to fund up to half of the cost of 
private school tuition. This year, more than 900 students are ftnded, with 325 
on the waiting list tCootact: TmiEhrgott, 
Golden Rule Insurance Company, Gdden 
Rule Building, 7440 Woodland Drive, 
Indianapolis, IN 46278] 

Training the Workforce for Todays 
Ciobal Economy 

On Nov. 13, Millikcn & Co^ 
Spartanbiuig» S.C, a textile company, 
received the "A+*' awacd for developing 
education centers to train employees by 
offering job-related courses, aAilt basic 
education courses and foreign languages. 
[Contact Patsy HarnnettMiUikenA Co., 
P.O. Box 1926, M285, Spartanburg, SC 
29304] 

Heipirg People on Public Assist ar)ce 

dn Nov. 16, the **A+'* award went to 
Cleveland V/ orks Inc^ Cleveland, Ohio, for 
its program to help people on public assistance train for and keep ftill-tirne 
jobs. The training program runs several weeks, and students can use other 
services, such as legal arxi health clinics, until they are matched with a 
Qeveland Works also has a ^'Bcat the Streets" program that focuses on inner- 
dty young fathers. [Contact David Rodi, Qeveland Works. Inc.. Atrium 
Office Plaza, 668 Euclid Avenue, Suite 800, Geveland, OH 44 1 14] 

California Program Helps Dislocated Workers 

On Nov. 17. the "AV* awa«i went to the NOVA-STAR Program, 
Sunnyvale, Califs for its efforts in helping retrain displaced empteyces of the 
defense, hightech and heavy manufacturing industries in California's Silicon 
Valley. The cert cr helps about 2,500 people each year — &om assembly line 
workers to managers. Program officials say that 70 percent of partidpants find 
newjobs within three rnonths of conpleting training. [Contact Michael 
Curren, NOVA-STAR, 505 West Olive Street, Suite 550. Sunnyvale, CA 
94086] 

Bringing Science Education to 'Rural School Districts 

Two mobile science projects receh^ed the "A+" award on Nov. 18. The 
Chemistry Van Project, Huntingdon, Pa^ worics out of Juniata College 
with a gratk from the Natiocwl Science FbuiKlatioa A certified te^^ 
with the nK)bik science education unit to 25 hi^ Khools sa 
offering classes and sdentifK: experiments to students. The Mobile Science 



"A for 3reaking the Molcf' Awards 



Project, Evergretiv Colo^ visits neari>y school districts, showing niddie and 
higli school teachers sinipic and inexpeasive hands-on experiments, [Coniact: 
Don MitcheU, project directa, Oiennistry Van Project, Juniata College, BSC 
Building, 1700 Moore Street, Huntingdon, PA 16652; and Sue Anne Berger. 
director, Mobile Science Project, 6372 South Annapuma Drive, Evercreea 
CO 80439) 

ogram Teaches Parents to Help Their Children 

Learn 

On Now i9, Toe MegaSioiis Program, Washington, D.C^ was given the 
"A+'* award for its program which teaches confidence, motivation, common 
sense and problem solving. MegaSkills are taught through workshops for 
parerJs, teachers or Chambets of Commefce representatives. [Contact: 
Dorc<hy Rich, The Home and School Institute, 1201 16<h Street, NW, 
WasWngton, DC 20036) 

Hustness and Educaficn Partnerships form Their Own SchxJ 

On Nov. 20, the "A-*-" award went to The Corporate/Community Schod, 
Chicago, BI^ funded by the local business comnwnity , which features an 1 1 - 
n»nth school year, an extended day, and a non-gr^Jed learning enviionntnt 
School officials say that the costs per pupil are lower than at the public 
schools, [Contact Elaine Moslejy, Corporate/Community School, 75 1 South 
Sacramento, Chicago, IL 60612] 

Teaching 'Reading to Inner-City Students 

On Nov. 23, the "AV* award went to Wesley Elementary School, 
Houston, Texas, fee iu reading skills program, which uses a combination of 
one-on-one instruction and corr^wter technology. Success is evident at the 
school as well, with an attendance rate of 96 percent and test scores that are 
consistertiy higher than dty averages, [Contact* Thadeus Lott, jrincipal, 
Wesley Eiementacy, Houston, TXl 

/^tendance Pate Soars 

Non-traditional methods of student grouping, a new process of evaluation 
and a compcehensive graphic arts program are just a few of the reasons why 
Pasadena High School, Pasadena, CaKf ^ has seen attendance rates inaease 
from 68 to 92 percent in just a short period of time. At the "A+" award 
winner for Nov. 24, classes a«5 organized in ^IxHises," with 400450 students 
per house. Student progress is evaluated through exhibitions that denmstrate 
students' mastery of school courses, which includes a three-yev graphic arts 
program, run in partnership with local a&sociatioas and colleges. [Contact 
Judy Codding, principal, Pasadena High School, 2925 East Sierra Macke 
Boulevard, Pasadena. CA 91 1071 

Keeping Up with the t^^ern /Aarkeiplace 

On Nov. 25, Green vifle Technical College, Gree ; ^iDe, S.C^ received tlie 
"A+** award for iu programs that give students and woriceis tte skills neetfed 
to conpete in a global economy. Students "own*' their education process by 
adapting the cuniculum to best fit their needs. The college also houses the 
Michelin Training Center, used to help teach high-tech courses to both 
Michelin employees and college students. [Contact Thomas Barton, 
president, Greenville Technical College, Greenville, S.C.) 

/^fernatives to HighCost Private Schools 

On Nov. 30, the "A V award went to The Sussex School, Missoula, 
Mont, for offering parents an alternative to higher-priced private schools and 
the public school system, based on a family's ability to pay. The school, 
established in 1971 by a group of parents and a teacher, has grown from six 
students to 73. with 400 on the waiting list [Contact Bente Winston, 
director, Sussex School, 1800 South 2nd Street, Missoula, MT) 

Hudson Instttufes ^*t\>6em Pjed Schoolhouse" 

State-of-the-art edicational technology, coninned witl\ a classical core 
cuniculum, equals The Modem Red Sdboolhouse, Indianapolis, Ind, the 
"AV* award winner for Dec. 1. The design is one of 1 1 designs selected for 
^funding by the New American SciKK)lsDeveloprnentC^ Initial 



sites for the design include schools in Indiana, North Caolina, Arizona aixi 
New York, The curriculum wiD include programs from the Depactments of 
Education and Labor, as well as professor ED. Hirsch's ^'Culmral Literacy." 
[Cottoct Sally Kilgore, The Hudson Institute, Herman Kahn Center, P.O. Box 
26-919, Indianapolis, IN 46226] 

Los fimgeles Program Peaches Inner^ity Students 

On Dec. 2, the "A+'* award went to The Hmiianitas Prograin, Los 
Angdcs, Calif., for its success in inacasingreadirig, writing aai verbal ski^ 
and deaeasing dropout rates of inner-city students. The program creates 
"coroniinities of scholars'* through special classes that combiikc traditional 
humanities subjects such as histoty, literature and conpodtion taught by 
teacher teams. [Contact Karin Kunstmann, project coordinator, Humanitas, 
315 West Ninth Street, Suite 1 1 10, Los Angeles, CA 90015] 

Assessment Program Uses Nontraditional /^^prxxsch 

At the Maryland Performance Assessment PrognuUt Baltimore, Md^ 
the "A V* winner for Dec 3, student are asked to do a series of tasks that «e 
thematicallyint^rated and that ao&sco«itent lines. All students n the thiid, 
fifth and ei^rfi grades are tested aiKl rated on a proficiency Icvd scale. 
[Contact Robert Gabrys, Mar>'land State Depaitmeni of Education, 200 West 
Baltinwre Street, Baltimore, MD 21201] 

Improving Teacher Skills and Knowledge 

Schools in the lower Mississippi River Delta get a big boost every year from 
the Ddta Tcachcra Academy, Atlanta, Ga^ the **A+" winner for Dec 4. 
The Academy sends college professors to woric witli elenwal^y and secondary 
school teachers in seven states, also offering a two- week sumnw institute at the 
University of Mississippi. Seminars focus on content, tathcr than on how to 
teach. [Contact Andrea Fowler. The National Faculty, 1676 Qifton Road, 
Atlim,GA 30322) 

Oregon Clemerrtary School Overcomes Unicjje Challenges 

On Dec 7, the "A+" award went to Richmond Elementary School, Srfem, 
Ore., for helping i¥ier-dty students succeed academicall) .xl socially. Many 
of the school's students come from low-income families with some having a 
parent who is incarcerated at a nearby prison facility. The school uses a 
program called 'Discipline with Love arKl Logic,'* which lieJps tcachca 
discover ways to resolve conflicts and to teach students life-survival skills. 
Students have rcspooided favorably, scoring at or above average on state 
reading, literature and math assessments. [Contact Kathleen Bebe, principal, 
Richmond Elementary School, 466 Richmond Avenue, SE Salem. OR 97301- 
6799] 

Connecting /-Academic Instruction to PeahLife Experiences 
The Alice Carison Applied Learning Center, Fort Worth, Texas, 
received the **A+*' award on Dec 8 for helping kindergarten through fifth gracfc 
studeius make the connection between skills learned in school and sldlls needed 
in life. The center uses school- wide themes, such as the relationship between 
media arxl politics, to guide curriculum development aiKl classroom instruction. 
[Coniact Sally Hamptoa Carison Applied Learning Center, 3320 W. Cantey, 
Fort Worth, TX 76109) 

"SmarhClassroom SmarhSchooT Concept PjzcognizeJ 

On Dec 9, The Huenemc SchooJ District, Port Hueneme, Califs was 
cited as an **A+" winner for its **Smart-Classroom, Smatt-School*' program 
which uses an iiteractive computer network to provkie students with individu- 
alized attention and easier access to informatioa The program also features 
*Lab 2000,*' where students apply skills learned in class to their daily lives 
through computer simulations of teal-life activities. [Contact RonRescigno, 
superintendent Hueneme School District, 205 North Vertura Road, Port 
Hueneme, CA 93041] 

Offering a Safe /Alternative for Inner^ity Students 
On Dec 10, the "A+" award went to Timilty Middle School, Roxbury, 
^ See 84 Schools, page 4 
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Mflss^ a dty-wide magnet school located in inner-ctty Boston. Students attend class seven and one half 
flours a day, Monday throu^ Thursday, and six hours on Friday. The school prides itself on its 
'Violence-free" zone, where students themselves liave helped st«t programs in conflict mediation and 
non-violence instructioa [Contact: Roger Harris, principal, Timil^ Middle School, 205 Roxbury Street 
Roxbury, MA 02119] 

/Wopf /ng Classics A^odels of Teaching 

The Wilbelm $cboIe> Houston, Texas, which presents naterial from a historical perspective with 
studies in early African, Asian, Greek, Arabic and Roman civilizations, received the '*AV award foe 
Dec 1 1. The school uses these classic models of teaching in a curriculum integrating the arts, sciences 
and humanities. Five-year-old students are reciting and writing poetry in English, Spanish and French. 
[Contact: Marilyn Wilhelm, The Wilhelm Schoie, 4242 Richmond, Houston, 'DC 77027) 

'ProblerrrSoh/ing Using /'Aaferial Science 

On Dec. 14, Richland Higti School, Richland, Wash^ received the "A-f" award for ^'Material 
Science and Technology.'* a vocational program combining the study of clienistry, physics, engineering, 
mathematics and crafts. The school has developed a partnership with Battelle Pacific Northwest 
laboratories that provides mentoring for students and practical, hands-on experience for tead)ers. 
[Contact: Dairel Reisch, principal, Richland High SdKwl, 930 Long Avenue, Ridiland, WA 99352] 

New Jersey Visfricf 'RecogniTcd for Hi^ Craduafion 7?ate 

The Union Public Schoda, Udon, N received the "A4-** award Dec 15, for helping studerts 
succeed academically through a variety of programs, winch have achieved 96 percent graduation rate and 
an 80 percent postsecoodary attendance. Among the programs are a preschool program for four year 
olds and partnerships with local businesses. [Contact: James CaulfieW, superintendenL Township of 
Union Public Schools, 2369 Morris Avenue. Union, NJ 07083-5712] 

"/^ceJerafed Schools" A\ocfey 

On Dec. 16, the **A-f " award went to Burnett Academy, San Jose, Califs an inner-city sdvxyi that 
lias incorporated Henry Levin's "Accelerated Schools" model. * Tracking*' has been eliminated, and all 
eiglith graders take algebra The curriculum stresses research, problem-solving and hands-on activities. 
[Contact Michael O'Kane, principal, Burnett Academy, San Jose, CA) 

Sfofe Assessment Program "Recognized 

Kentucky was recognized by the "A-f '* award program for its assessment program, which requires 
*'rK>ntraditional" testing for all 4th, 8th and 12th grade students. The assessment program uses portfolios, 
an assessment *'event'* stressing learning in a real-life setting, and an essay/multiple choice test Each 
scIk)o1 has its own two-year goal [Contact: C. Scott Trimble, director, Kentucky Department of 
Education, Division of Accountability, 500 Mero StreeL Frankfort, KY 40601) 

Bus/ness Helps School Ubrary 

On Dec. 18, ti)e final '*A V award for 1992 went to PaciGc Theatres, Los Aitgeles, Caiif., for 
woridng to improve public scikx>1 libraries and encourage student reading. En^ployees of Pacific 
Theatres arc working with teachers and administrators at a Hurtington Park Elementary school to expand 
and renovaic the school's library. [Contact: Dan Chenww, Pacific Theatres, 120 North Robertson 
Boulevard, Los Angeles, CA 90048] 



IBM Corporation, Southern Region 
Independent Bankers Association of America 
Indiifttrial Research Institute, Inc. 
Jobs for America's Graduates. Inc. 
KidsPcace Corporation 
Kroger Conipany 
Laubach Literacy Action 
Literacy Volunteers of America. Inc. 
Manufacturing Jewelers and Silvcnmithfi of 
America 

Mind Extension University: The Education Network 
Minnesota Mining <& Manufacturing Co. (3M) 
Motorola, Inc. 

National Alliance of Business 

National Association of Partnen in Education, Inc. 

National Association of Temporary Service! 

National Center for Family Literacy 

National Community Education Association 

National Council of La Raza 

National Electrical Manufacturert Association 

National Energy Foundation 

National Executive Service Corps 

National Institute of Former Governors 

National Science Resources Center 

National Thanksgiving Foundation 

National Urban League 

The One to One Partnership Inc. 

Pennsylvania Power & Ligjit Company 

Points of Light Fbundlation 

Rohm and Haas Company 

Reingold & Associates, Inc. 

The Salvation Army 

SER — Jobs for Progress, Inc. 

Siemens Corporation 

The J.M. Smucker Company 

United Services Automobile A^soc. (USAA) 

United States Qiambcr of Commerce 

United States Space Foundation 

University Support Services 

Vanderbilt University 

Very Special Arts 

Wal-Mart Stores, Inc. 

YWCA of the U.S.A. 

For more information about the Coali- 
tion, contact the AMERICA 2000 Coali- 
tion; 1825 K Street N.W., Suite 1010; 
Washington, D.C. 20006; 202-835-2000. 
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